
Becoming a Social Worker 
 

Purpose of Social Work 
Are you interested in working in a helping profession?  Do you feel that God is calling you to 
work with people who are struggling with different problems in life? Do you want to be a private 
therapist or marriage and family counselor?  Maybe you would like to work in a medical setting 
like a hospital, a clinic, or a nursing home.  Perhaps you have a desire to work in a school setting 
with children or you want to work in a church setting or travel overseas and work in an 
international setting.  If so, social work provides a variety of possibilities to work in different 
settings with people from young to old who might need a therapist to help get their life back on 
track, people who might be homeless, struggling with substance abuse, domestic violence, 
poverty, need therapy for marriage and family problems, education problems, health problems, 
human trafficking, and so on.  Social work is one of the most versatile majors to be found and 
one that is in demand around the world. 
 
Need for Social Workers 
There are a lot of different majors that may interest you, but the bottom line is, “Will you be able 
to get a job after you graduate?”  Some majors are interesting and “fun” and sound prestigious to 
your family and friends but have little to offer after graduation.  However, there is a great need 
for professionally trained social workers.  In fact, the U.S. Department of Labor Statistics states 
that: 
 
“Overall employment of social workers is projected to grow 19 percent from 2012 to 2022, faster 
than the average for all occupations. Employment growth will be driven by increased demand for 
health care and social services, but will vary by specialty. 
 
“Employment of child, family, and school social workers is projected to grow 15 percent from 
2012 to 2022, faster than the average for all occupations. Child and family social workers will be 
needed to work with families to strengthen parenting skills, prevent child abuse, and identify 
alternative homes for children who are unable to live with their biological families. In schools, 
more social workers will be needed due to rising student enrollments. 
 
“Employment of healthcare social workers is projected to grow 27 percent from 2012 to 2022, 
much faster than the average for all occupations. As baby boomers age, they and their families 
will require help from social workers to find care, increasing the need for healthcare social 
workers. 
 
“Employment of mental health and substance abuse social workers is projected to grow 23 
percent from 2012 to 2022, much faster than the average for all occupations. Employment will 
grow as more people seek treatment for mental illness and substance use disorders. In addition, 
drug offenders are increasingly being sent to treatment programs rather than to jail. As a result, 
use of substance abuse treatment programs is expected to grow, increasing demand for these 
specialists” (Downloaded on August 19, 2014, at http://www.bls.gov/ooh/community-and-social-
service/social-workers.htm#tab-6).  
 
Social work is a proven profession with jobs available now and in the future! 



 
Social Work, Counseling, Psychology 
You may have taken psychology while at high school, and people may know about psychology 
more than about social work.  On the other hand, you may have thought about becoming a 
counselor or a marriage and family counselor, and it is true that you also hear a lot about these 
professions.  At this point you may be asking what difference does it make?  It does make a 
difference.  A master’s degree in social work is considered a strong degree and may be 
preferential for certain jobs and job settings. To read about some of the differences between 
social workers and other helping professions go to: 
http://www.socialworklicensure.org/articles/counseling-or-social-work.html.  To read some of 
the differences between social workers and marriage and family therapists go to http://www.mft-
license.com/articles/mft-vs-clinical-social-worker.html.  Finally, to read some of the differences 
between social workers and psychologists go to http://work.chron.com/social-work-vs-clinical-
psychology-6672.html.  In their book Clinical Psychology, Trull and Prinstein (2012, p. 8) state 
“The professional activities of clinically trained social workers often seem similar to those of 
psychiatrists and clinical psychologists.  Many social workers conduct psychotherapy on an 
individual or group basis and contribute to the diagnostic process as well.  Interestingly, there are 
more clinically trained social workers than psychiatrists, psychologists, and psychiatric nurses 
combined!”  The Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) data 
shows that “Social workers are the largest group of mental health services providers in the U.S.  
There are more clinically trained social workers than psychiatric nurses, psychologists, and 
psychiatrists combined.  Social work is recognized by federal law and the National Institutes of 
Health as one of five core mental health professions” (Marx, Broussard, et al, 2011, p. 11). 
 
Tennessee, like many other states, has passed legislation requiring bachelor’s level social work 
licensure.  What this means is that state agencies (some private agencies are following the same 
guidelines) are required to hire only social workers for social work positions who have graduated 
from Council on Social Work Education (CSWE) schools and have received their BSW 
licensure.  Thus, if a position is a social work position, a person with a degree in psychology, 
counseling, marriage and family counseling, or any other helping profession degree cannot be 
hired; it must be a degreed social worker.  Yes, there are some jobs that are open to someone 
with a degree in social work or a degree in a “related field,” but those positions are becoming 
fewer and fewer.   
 
Benefits of Graduating from a CSWE Accredited Program 
 
While there are a number of jobs available to bachelor level social workers (this is not 
necessarily true for other degrees), some jobs, such as becoming a private therapist, a marriage 
and family counselors, and so on, will require a master’s degree and perhaps licensure on the 
master’s level.   
 
Trevecca’s Social Work Program is currently in its third year of candidacy for accreditation by 
the Council on Social Work Education (CSWE).  What does this mean to you as a student?  It 
means that the Social Work Program has met rigorous standards in academics, field practicum 
training, administration, structure of its program, and numerous other areas in order to reach this 
level.  Thus, when a student is accepted into the social work major they know they are entering a 



program that is a high quality program which has met these high standards that are recognized 
across the United States and around the world!  Furthermore, graduating from Trevecca’s Social 
Work Program provides the student the opportunity to be accepted into advanced standing 
programs at numerous graduate schools of social work across the U.S.  That means that a student 
who graduates from Trevecca’s Social Work Program can complete a master’s degree in social 
work in one year!  No other program at TNU can offer this benefit.   
 
Great Opportunities at TNU 
 
Trevecca Nazarene University offers great opportunities through its Social Work Program.  Not 
only is the Program academically strong, as already mentioned, but being located in Nashville 
provides many resources for training.  For example, there is a multitude of social service 
agencies in Nashville and Middle TN that are willing to work with Trevecca students and 
provide great options for hands-on field practicum experiences.  Senior social work majors have 
a senior field practicum experience which requires a minimum of 400 hours working at a social 
service agency as an entry level employee.  No other related major at Trevecca offers this kind of 
in-depth learning experience!  Working at a social service agency in the Nashville area, students 
learn firsthand from master’s level social work practitioners and from working directly with 
clients.   
 
Social Work Major Achievement Levels 
 
Trevecca social work majors achieve at high levels.  Classes are rigorous and have high 
requirements, but social work majors rise to the challenge. If any of this sounds like something 
you might like to do and what you feel God is calling you to do, then come by the Social Work 
Program offices and talk with Professor Wells or Dr. Maurer or talk with one of the admissions 
counselors.  Social work may be calling your name! 
 


