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Budget-Friendly

This itinerary will appeal to those who are trying to see DC on a tight budget. In a
generally expensive city, there are plenty of free (and almost free) options!



TRIP SUMMARY

Take Metro to the Cleveland Park station

10:00 AM Tour the National Cathedral

11:30 AM Take Metro the the Federal Center SW station

11:45 AM Tour the U.S. Botanic Garden

1:00 PM Food Truck Lunch

1:30 PM Tour the National Mall (monuments & museums)

5:00 PM Make your way to the Georgetown Waterfront & Washington Harbour

7:30 PM Dinner with a view.... or dinner for just a few ($)

Day 1
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  Arrival

10:00 AM 

11:30 AM 

Departure

11:45 AM 

DAY 1

Take Metro to the Cleveland Park station

Tour the National Cathedral
Tour the 6th largest cathedral in the world! The beautiful church has a $12
admission fee ($8 for kids/teachers/seniors/military/veterans; free for children
under 5) which allows you access, as well as a tour. The fee was instituted after the
2011 earthquake to help with the $26 million estimated for repairs. 3101 Wisconsin
Ave. NW, Washington DC, DC 20016 https://cathedral.org

Take Metro the the Federal Center SW station

Tour the U.S. Botanic Garden
Located at 100 Maryland Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20001, admission is free
to the beautiful conservatory. Part of George Washington's vision to promote the
importance of plants in our nation, feel free to do a self-guided tour, or experience
the 45 minute highlights tour. https://www.usbg.gov
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1:00 PM Food Truck Lunch
Enjoy one of the many inexpensive and delicious food truck options for lunch.
Explore the streets near the National Mall area, or check out Food Truck Fiesta
http://foodtruckfiesta.com/washington-dc-food-truck-locator/ to find one near you
that sounds good.
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1:30 PM Tour the National Mall (monuments & museums)
Walking along the National Mall allows you to pass 11 FREE Smithsonian
museums and exhibits, as well as the national monuments along the way. Visit
https://www.nps.gov/nama/planyourvisit/maps.htm for a map that shows the entire
area, with museums, monuments, and Metro stops highlighted. Start at eastern end
by the Capitol Building (close to the US Botanic Garden) and head West toward
the Lincoln Memorial. Additional information on what The Smithsonian has to offer
can be found here https://www.si.edu/museums
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5:00 PM Make your way to the Georgetown Waterfront & Washington
Harbour
From the Lincoln Memorial, it's about a half-hour walk to Washington Harbour. (If
you've had enough walking, you can always hop in a cab/Uber/Lyft/etc.) On the way,
you can swing through the Foggy Bottom neighborhood (home of George
Washington University), or head straight to the harbour. Once you arrive, check out
the views of The Kennedy Center for Performing Arts, The Watergate Building,
beautiful views of the river and across it to Virginia, and the many shops and
restaurants that the Georgetown area has to offer. Enjoy sunset views, seasonal ice
skating, and live music and events right around the Washington Harbour.
https://www.thewashingtonharbour.com
Venture along M St. (Georgetown's main drag) for some window (or real) shopping.
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7:30 PM Dinner with a view.... or dinner for just a few ($)
There are some great spots with beautiful views on the water (Sequoia, Tony &
Joe's Seafood Company, Nick's Riverside Grill, etc.) Alternatively, if you are looking
to stay on a budget, venture into Georgetown for some more options. Try El Centro
for Mexican (1218 Wisconsin Ave NW, Washington, DC 20007) or Sweetgreen for
eco-friendly salads, soups, and bowls... and delicious frozen yogurt with all the
fixings. (1044 Wisconsin Ave., Washington DC 20007 www.sweetgreen.com) After
dinner, continue your stroll along M St. or Wisconsin Avenue where you can people-
watch, window shop, get ice cream (or Georgetown Cupcake!), and finally hit up a
bar or two before you call it a night.
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