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Agenda
May 1st, Thursday
11:00 – 11:30 am Opening Remarks 

Welcome Remarks: Mr. Adam Victor, President and CEO, TransGas (15 min) 
Hon. Mrs. Ambassador Ana Lucy Cabral Petersen, Consul-General of Brazil
Opening Speech: Hon. Mr. Luiz Henrique da Silveira, Senator of the Republic, Federative Republic 
of Brazil (15 min)

- Presentation of the general context in which TransGas started conversations with the Government of the State 
of Santa Catarina. 
- Overview of TransGas’ areas of work and strategic priorities for 2014-2018. 
- Explanation of objectives of the event and its expected outcomes.  

11:30 am – 12:00 
pm

Santa Catarina Presentation 
Speakers:

• Hon. Mr. Eduardo Pinho Moreira, Vice-Governor of Santa Catarina State, Brazil (15 min) 
• Hon. Mr. Antonio Marcos Gavazzoni, Secretary of State of Finance (15 min) 
- Overview of Santa Catarina’s economy and its mining and industrial strengths. 
- Presentation of Santa Catarina Government’s strategic priorities and areas of focus in industrial policy. 
- Outline of Government’s support initiatives to attract foreign direct investment. 

12:00 – 12:30 pm Coal Gasification Technology Presentation 
Speaker: Mr. Chuck Mather, Head of Sales, ThyssenKrupp Industrial Solutions, Inc.  
(30 min) 

- Institutional overview and record of ThyssenKrupp Industrial Solutions. 
- Detailed presentation of the coal gasification and coal-to-liquids technology. 
- Discussion on the potential impacts to chemical, petro-chemical and fertilizer industrial chains.

12:30 – 1:00 pm US-Brazil Exchange Session I/ Comments and Questions
Discussant: Mr. Fernando Zancan, President of the Brazilian Coal Association (BCA) 
(30 min)

1:15 – 2:45 pm Lunch 
Free time and choice

3:00 – 3:30 pm Industrial Development Presentation 
• Mr. Carlos Ramiro Visser, President and CEO of ACS Industrial in the United 
States and Canada (30 min)
- Institutional overview and record of ACS Industrial Group. 
- Presentation of the company’s experience in large infrastructure projects, power plants and industrial facilities.

3:30 – 4:00 pm US-Brazil Exchange Session II/ Comments and Questions
Discussant: Alexandre Fernandes, Brazil (30 min) 

4:00 – 4:30 pm Industrial Gases Presentation
• Mr. Michael Lehmann, Project Manager Sales, The Linde Group – Americas, The 
Linde Group (30 min)
- Institutional overview of Germany’s The Linde Group and its areas of expertise.
- Presentation on the commercial and market relevance of the industrial gases produced in coal gasification. 

4:30 – 5:00 pm Coffee-break



5:00 – 5:30 pm Fertilizers, LPG or Gasoline: An Overview of the Potential of Coal Gasification in Santa 
Catarina 

• Mr. Adam Victor, TransGas 
- Presentation of TransGas’ proposals related to the development of clean coal 
alternatives for the sustained and sustainable industrial growth of Santa Catarina. 

5:30 – 6:00 pm US-Brazil Exchange Session III /Comments and Questions
Discussant: Randall Harris, Director of Technology, TransGas  

8:00 – 9:30 pm Reception and Dinner 
Guest Speaker: Mr. Amauri Costa, Partner, Bracewell & Giuliani, New York
Presence of Hon. Ambassador Ana Lucy Cabral Petersen, Consul-General of Brazil in New York 
Venue: Wolfgang’s TriBeCa, 460 Greenwich Street (TBC)

May 2nd, Friday
11:00 – 11:30 am Project Management and Implementation Session

• Mr. Paul J. Moyer, Executive Vice President, The Pike Company (30 min)
- Presentation of TransGas’ Programme Management partner company. 
- Overview of a coal gasification standard project cycle and discussion on the responsibilities of different project 
partners.  

11:30 am – 12:30 
pm

Working Session: Setting Short- and Long-term Development Plans 
Moderation: Mr. Leonard Shapiro, Asset Manager, TransGas 
Keynote Participants: 

• Hon. Mr. Luiz Henrique da Silveira, Brazil
• Hon. Mr. Eduardo Pinho Moreira, Brazil
• Hon. Mr. Antonio Marcos Gavazzoni, Brazil 
• Mr. Alexandre Fernandes, Brazil
- Discussion centered on coal feedstock agreement and fertilizers off take agreement.
- Agreement on the definition of the terms and conditions of a coal gasification development plan for Santa 
Catarina.
- Definition of the expected timeframe.

12:30 – 13:00 pm  Signature of Letter of Intent and Closing Remarks 
• Hon. Mr. Eduardo Pinho Moreira, Brazil
• Hon. Mr. Luiz Henrique da Silveira, Brazil
• Mr. Adam Victor, TransGas 

16:00 – 17:30 pm Special Policy Seminar Hosted by the United Nations: “Public Policies for Human 
Development and Equity in Santa Catarina, Brazil”•

• Distinguished Speaker: Hon. Mr. Luiz Henrique da Silveira, Brazil 
Host: United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (DESA) 
Venue: United Nations Secretariat Building – S-2724
- The state of Santa Catarina has the lowest income inequality and the highest human development index 
of the 26 Brazilian states. The Hon. Senator will explore the policies and institutions that have shaped such 
development outcomes.



Concept 
Note

The United States and Brazil are the two largest 
and most industrialized economies in the 
Americas. With a combined population of more 
than a half billion people, the two powerhouses 
cover almost half of the Americas’ territory. 
Brazil has become the sixth largest economy 
while the U.S.’ manufacturing sector would 
be the world’s eighth largest if it were a self-
standing economy, accounting for over 25 per 
cent of the global manufacturing output. 

The U.S. manufacturing sector accounted for 
12.2 per cent of the GDP and 86 per cent of 
all exported goods in 2011. 
It supports 17.4 million 
jobs, including 4.7 million 
service sector jobs that 
depend on manufacturers . 
The Brazilian manufacturing 
sector employs over 20 per 
cent of the total workforce 
and achieved an impressive 
growth in revenue on the 
2002-2012 period, at an 
annual average of 11 per cent. 

The most recent economic forecasts and figures 
have been pointing out, though, to a more 
fragile and weaker manufacturing growth 
scenario in both countries. Despite the ongoing 

recovery of the US economy and a decade-
long process of sustained development gains in 
Brazil, both continental economies face growing 
competition with China and more unstable 
financial and monetary markets. There are rising 
fears of de-industrialization, i.e., the reduction 
of the overall participation of manufacturing in 
the economy.

Brazil, for instance, has seen its industrial 
production decrease by 2.3 per cent  in 
December last year, while its economic growth 
results were much weaker than previous 

forecasts, reaching only 2.3 per 
cent in 2013. The manufacturing 
sector’s participation in the GDP 
decreased to 24.9 per cent, the 
lowest level in a decade. 

In the U.S., the proportion of 
manufacturing jobs in the total 
workforce reached historic lows, 
at 9 per cent. In the 1950’s, for 
instance, it represented over 35 per 
cent of the labor force .

Preserving domestic jobs and preventing de-
industrialization will require decisive action 
aimed at fostering competitiveness in the 
industrial production chains. The future of 

Strengthening industries, 
generating jobs 

The manufacturing 
sector’s multiplier effect is 

impressive and the highest 
of all economic activities. 

For instance, for each 
US$1.00 of investment 
in the sector in the U.S., 

another US$1.35 is added to 
the country’s economy .



the competitiveness requires a new wave of 
manufacturing innovation, especially with 
regards to alternative uses of traditional sources 
of energy and chemical production. Recent 
technological progresses in the use of coal, the 
most abundant source of Carbon on the planet, 
are expected to play a decisive role in supporting 
industries and jobs in a changing world scenario.
Alternatives uses of coal in manufacturing 
will be increasingly critical in determining the 
ability of nations to sustain economic growth in 
a context of mounting industrial competition. 
The success factor will be investing in a new 
and cleaner generation of coal technologies that 
can significantly help increase the production 
of industrial and chemical inputs and enhance 
international competitiveness. 

Coal has been consolidating its position as the 
source of power required to support economic 
growth and industrial jobs in the 21st Century. 
A second and cleaner generation of the proved 
coal-to-liquids (CTL) and coal gasification 
technology has the potential of revolutionizing 
the global industrial markets while fulfilling 
sustainable development objectives. The 
employment of coal-to-liquids chemical 
processes will play a rising role in furthering 
industrial outputs, economic growth and 
significant job creation. 

The CTL technology represents the 
most promising alternative for coal use in 
manufacturing, providing traditional coal 
mining regions and communities with a 
financially viable and clean option to avoid 
de-industrialization while preserving the 
environment and the wellbeing of its citizens. 

The CTL technology  allows for the production 
of various strategic components that will 
reshape industrial markets in the coming years 
and decades. 

CTL’s outputs are among the most important 
components of the industrial and energy chains, 
including premium pure gasoline, methanol, 
ammonia and urea, propylene for plastics, jet 
fuel and diesel, among others.  For instance, 
a single CTL facility has the capacity of 
producing 756,000 gallons of premium gasoline 
per day.  

Considering its far-reaching roles in the 
manufacturing chains, it is of strategic interest 
that both Brazil and the United States keep a 
vibrant coal industry even as its use as a fuel to 
produce electricity diminishes.

The employment of the CTL technology 
represents an environmentally sound alternative 
to the use of ever dwindling petroleum reserves 
to produce the same industrial commodities, 
while it results in fewer emissions than the 
petroleum-sourced equivalents.  For instance, 
producing urea from coal will lead to a 
significant reduction in the demand for natural 
gas, while producing propylene from coal will 
revolutionize the entire plastic industry, leading 
to a significant drop in the consumption of 
petroleum. Employing CTL can also help both 
nations replace the use of scarce and imported 
resources in the production of fertilizers, 
supporting food production, agribusiness 
development and exports. A single CTL plant 
can produce 6000 tons of inputs for fertilizers 
per day. 



The US-Brazil Meeting on Energy Alternatives

Preventing de-industrialization will 
require both the US and Brazil to be more 
competitive in global industrial markets. 
Renewed investments by the US and 
Brazilian governments in alternative and 
smarter uses for coal in the industrial 
chains can provide a considerable boost in 
competitiveness as they reduce production 
costs and guarantee stability and security in 
terms of inputs availability and pricing. 

Stronger collaboration between US and 
Brazil, new industry partnerships and high-
level technical dialogue will be equally 
strategic in averting a dangerous process of 
de-industrialization and losses in industrial 
sector jobs.

Responding to the 
above challenges, 
the ‘US-Brazil 
Energy Alternatives 
Meeting’ will 
bring together 
business and 
industry 
leaders, experts, 
researchers and 
unions around solutions for the 
development of coal gasification in 
the US state of West Virginia and the 
Brazilian state of Santa Catarina. 

The Meeting will provide a unique 
platform for the US-Brazil exchange of 
experiences in alternative uses for coal and 
foster a discussion on achieved results and 
the challenges related to the development 
of large-scale coal gasification projects in 

both countries. The Meeting will also allow for a 
policy-oriented discussion on strengthening the 
contributions of extractive industries to long-
term and inclusive economic growth, poverty 
eradication and sustainable development.
TransGas had an opportunity of delivering an 
initial presentation on coal gasification to the 
Government of the State of Santa Catarina in a 
meeting that was hosted by Honourable Senator 
Luiz Henrique da Silveira on last December in 
Brasilia. The presentation was held as part of 
the first fact-finding mission by TransGas to 
Brazil , which met senior government officials 
from the Federal District, Ceará, São Paulo, 
Santa Catarina, Rio Grande do Sul and Rio de 
Janeiro. The forthcoming event in New York 
City will represent an opportunity to follow-
up on the conversations that commenced in 
Brasilia and also encourage a broader discussion 

with key industry representatives. 

The Meeting will result in a final 
communiqué with policy 

recommendations for 
the US and Brazil 
governments 
on supporting 
alternatives uses 

of coal aimed at 
fostering industrial 

competitiveness in an 
increasingly unstable 

global environment.  The 
Meeting will also result 

in a joint work plan to 
support the development 

of technologically advanced CTL 
projects in the Brazilian state of Santa 

Catarina and the US state of West 
Virginia. 

S A N T A  C A T A R I N A



The ‘US-Brazil Energy Alternatives 
Meeting’ will target the case examples 
and recent experiences of both country’s 
coal hubs: the state of West Virginia in 
the Central Appalachian Region and 
the Southern Brazilian state of Santa 
Catarina. Additionally, West Virginia 
and Santa Catarina have other similar 
features, such as the size of the economy. 

Santa Catarina is a highly industrialized 
and developed state located in the 
Southern Region of Brazil.  It has a 
population of 6.7 million people, mainly 
composed of descendants of immigrants 
from Germany, Italy and Portugal.
 

It is the 6th richest and the least 
unequal state in Brazil, possessing the 
best human development indicators 
of the country . It has, for instance, 
the lowest child mortality rate and the 
highest life expectancy.  

Santa Catarina has a diverse and 
sophisticated manufacturing sector that, 
combined with the extractive sector, 
accounts for around 35 percent of the 
state’s GDP.

Santa Catarina concentrates 59 percent 
of the revenues obtained by the coal 
industry nationwide and has the second 
largest coal reserves, just below its 
Southern neighbor state of Rio Grande 
do Sul. 

The most active coal-producing 
region of Brazil is located in the 
border region of these states and 
around the Santa Southern Santa 
Catarina city of Criciúma.

Santa Catarina West Virginia

PIB (US$ bi) 63,697 (2013) 63,344 (2011)

S A N T A  C A T A R I N A

I n d u s t r i a l  c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  t h e 
r e g i o n s  o f  S a n t a  C a t a r i n a



Format 

a. Organizers 
The ‘US-Brazil Energy Alternatives Meeting 2014’ is 
an initiative led by TransGas Development Systems, 
LLC, a global energy company headquartered in New 
York City. The meeting counts on the collaboration and 
participation of the Governments of the U.S. state of 
West Virginia and the Brazilian state of Santa Catarina. 

b. Timing and Venue
The Meeting will take place on 1-2 May 2014. It will be 
held at TransGas Park Avenue office as follows:

T he Helmsle y  Building 
230 Par k Avenue, Office  301 
Ne w Yor k, NY 10169 


