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BY DIVYA KUMAR
Times Staff Writer

Faculty members at New College of
Florida have taken the unusual step of
censuring the school’s board of trustees
for “disregarding their fiduciary duties,”
according to a letter sent to college lead-
ersMonday.
About 80% of the faculty voted in

favor of a motion listing 13 complaints
against the board, which was revamped
on Jan. 6 when Gov. Ron DeSantis
appointed six new trustees to change the

direction of the small, liberal arts college.
Since then, “we’ve just experienced

one thing after another that illustrates
that the boardmembers are not fulfilling
their fiduciary duties,” said Liz Leininger,
a faculty member who raised the motion
on behalf of a colleague.
The Sarasota school said in a state-

ment that many of the complaints
were false. It said “resistance to
change” is a common reaction to tran-
sitions. And it predicted the concerns
would subside “once the faculty see

how all of the changes we are mak-
ing at New College are moving us in a
direction of improvement and future
stability for our campus.”
Leininger said faculty leaders chose

a censure instead of a vote of no confi-
dence because they are hoping the board
will correct specific behaviors.
The motion states in part that trustee

Matthew Spalding, a dean at Hillsdale
College in Michigan, communicated
with former Education Commissioner

New College board censured
Faculty vote in favor of amotion that outlines 13 complaints,
including that the board has disregarded its “fiduciary duties.”
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The censure motion alleges that New College
trustee Christopher Rufo “refuses to cooperate”
with public records requests related to his job.

BY JUSTIN GARCIA
Times Staff Writer

Bobby King wondered what trash
pickup had to do with the future he
wanted.
It was July 2006 and King, then 16, was

working in the summer heat with around
a dozen other East Tampa teens as part of
the city of Tampa’s Career Explorations
program.
King remembers other students asking

aloud why they had to spend hours in the
sun doing hard labor. He wanted to work
with tools and learn a trade, but those
opportunitiesweren’t available, he said.
“There was so much more we wanted

to do, not just pick that stuff up,” King,
now 32 and a freight truck driver, told the

TampaBayTimes.
Members of the historically Black East

Tampa community say that for over 15
years, the city’s program had their youth
doing manual grounds maintenance in
the name of work experience. Now, after
outcry from the community and ques-
tions from Tampa City Council members,
the program is set for a revamp— but not
until next summer.
The Career Explorations program,

started in 2006, is run by the city’s East
Tampa Community Redevelopment
Agency, which is funded and operated by
the city. The teens get paid $15 an hour for
an average of 32 hours of work per week,
from early June until August. The goal
is to get them ready for careers through

hands-on experience in different city jobs,
and in some cases, offering them entry-
level positionswhen the programends.
Emvory Burton, 19, said she worked in

the program in 2020 and 2021. During
those summers, the teens also did lawn
maintenance, along with picking up
trash.
Burton, who is going to school soon to

be a vet tech, said she wasn’t offered a job
with the city after the experience. While
she appreciated the work, she also wishes
they could have tried out other kinds of
city jobs.
In a meeting on March 9, Alis Drumgo,

deputy administrator of development
and economic opportunity, told City

East Tampa youth career
program set for revamp

TheCareer Explorations programmust bemore than trash pickup, city leaders say.
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A cyclist rides past an obelisk in East Tampa, where city officials are overhauling a career program for teenagers.
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House Speaker Kevin McCarthy, left, and
President Joe Biden discuss the debt limit inside
the Oval Office on Monday in Washington, D.C.

BY LISA MASCARO, STEPHEN GROVES
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — House Speaker Kevin
McCarthy said he had a productive debt
ceiling discussion with President Joe Biden
late Monday at the White House, but no
agreement yet as Washington strains to
strike a budget compromise and raise the
nation’s borrowing limit in time to avert a
potentially chaotic federal default.
It’s a crucial moment for the Democratic

president and the Republican speaker, just
10 days before a looming deadline to raise
the debt limit.
As soon as June 1, the U.S. could start

running short of cash to cover its debts,
a daunting situation. Treasury Secretary
Janet Yellen said in a letter to Congress on
Monday “it is highly likely” that the Trea-
sury would be unable to pay all the nation’s
bills. An unprecedented default would be
financially damaging for many Americans
and others around the world relying on U.S.
stability, sending shockwaves through the
global economy.
“We both talked about the need for

bipartisan agreement,” Biden said at

Biden,McCarthy optimistic after meeting
But as deadline closes in, no
agreement has been reached
yet on raising the debt limit.
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BY LAWRENCE MOWER
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — State Sen.
Nick DiCeglie is being sued by
his cousins and his family trash
collection business for allegedly
spending tens of thousands of
the Clearwater company’s dol-
lars on political expenses, travel
and a personal loan.
In two lawsuits, DiCeglie, a

St. Petersburg Republican, is
accused of “embezzling” money
while he was president of Solar

Sanitation.
T h e mo s t

r e c en t l aw -
suit, filed by
Solar earlier
th i s month ,
accuses DiCe-
glie of spend-
ing $65,000 of
the company’s
money to “pay
vendors asso-

ciated with DiCeglie’s politi-
cal career.” That includes pay-
ing one consultant $2,500
each month between 2015
and 2018. He also spent more
than $15,000 of the company’s
money on membership fees,
including to the private Gover-
nor’s Club in Tallahassee down
the street from the Capitol,
according to the suit.
The company is seeking to

recoup the money. The law-
suits were first reported by the
Florida Phoenix.
In legal filings, DiCeglie did

not dispute some of the alle-
gations. He has agreed to
pay back some of the money,
including $120,000 in loans
from the company.
But he said the political

spending was to further the
company’s business, which
relies on contracts with local
governments in Pinellas Coun-
ty. A $5,000 payment to lobbyist
Alan Suskey in 2016, for exam-
ple, was to lobby the Legislature
on an amendment affecting
waste hauler displacement pro-
visions, he argued in court.
Much of the spending pre-

dates DiCeglie’s political career,
which started when he was
elected to the state House of
Representatives in 2018. He was
elected to the Senate last year,
replacing Sen. Jeff Brandes, who

Senator
sued by
family’s
business
NickDiCeglie has
been accused of
“embezzling”while
at Solar Sanitation.
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