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BY ERIC TUCKER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Don-
ald Trump hounded the Justice
Department to pursue his false
election fraud claims, striving
in vain to enlist top law enforce-
ment officials in his desperate bid
to stay in power and relenting only
when warned in the Oval Office of

mass resignations, according to
testimony Thursday to the House
panel investigating the Jan. 6,
2021, Capitol riot.
Three Trump-era Justice

Department officials recounted
persistent badgering from the
president, including day after
day of directives to chase base-
less allegations that the elec-

tion won by Democrat Joe Biden
had been stolen. They said they
swept aside each demand from
Trump because there was no evi-
dence of widespread fraud, then
banded together when the presi-
dent weighed whether to replace
the department’s top lawyerwith a
lower-level official willing to help
undo the results.

The hearing, the fifth this
month by the panel probing the
assault on the Capitol, made clear
that Trump’s sweeping pressure
campaign targeted not only state-
wide election officials but also his
own executive branch agencies.
The witnesses solemnly described
the constant contact from the
president as an extraordinary

breach of protocol, especially since
the Justice Department has long
cherished its independence from
theWhite House and steered clear
of partisan politics in investigative
decisions.
“When you damage our funda-

mental institutions, it’s not easy to
repair them,” said Jeffrey Rosen,

Trump hounded Justice
Officials tell Jan. 6 panel of his persistent directives to chase false election fraud claims.

BY NATALIE WEBER
Times Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — The St.
Petersburg Police Department
is gearing up for an “all hands on
deck” effort to provide security
during this weekend’s Pride festiv-
ities, Chief Anthony Holloway said
Thursday.
All officers’ vacation days this

weekend have been canceled, so
they can help with security for
the events along with other calls
throughout the city, Holloway said

at a news conference held at police
headquarters. The agency’s Emer-
gency Operations Center will acti-
vate Friday, with local, state and
federal law enforcement, along
with the city’s fire rescue depart-
ment, operating out of police
headquarters to monitor for safety
and security.
“As of right now, there (are) no

threats for the three-day event, but
we will continue to monitor any
intel that comes in or any tips that
we get,”Holloway said.
A marine unit will also patrol

the waters near downtown, and
the department will also deploy its
bomb-detectingK-9 unit.

Pride safety will be an all-hands effort
The police chief says
all officer vacations are
canceled this weekend.

See PRIDE, 4A

BY COLLIN BINKLEY
Associated Press

The rights of LGBTQ+ stu-
dents would become enshrined
in federal law, and victims of
campus sexual assault would
gain new protections, under
new rules proposed by the Biden
administration onThursday.
The proposal, announced

on the 50th anniversary of the
Title IX women’s rights law, is
intended to replace a set of con-
troversial rules issued during the
Trump administration by former
Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos.
President Joe Biden’s educa-

tion secretary, Miguel Cardona,
said that even though there have
been significant strides toward
gender equality, discrimination
and sexual violence persist.
“Even as we celebrate all the

progress we’ve achieved, stand-
ing up for equal access and
inclusion is as important as
ever before,” he said.
The proposal is almost cer-

tain to be challenged by con-
servatives, and it is expected to
lead to new legal battles over
the rights of transgender stu-
dents in schools, especially
in sports. It now faces a pub-
lic feedback period before the
administration can finalize any
changes, meaning the earliest
that the policy is likely to take
effect is next year.
The step meets a demand

from victims rights advocates

New rule
protects
LGBTQ+
students

BY JESSICA GRESKO
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In a major expan-
sion of gun rights after a series of mass
shootings, the Supreme Court said
Thursday that Americans have a right
to carry firearms in public for self-de-
fense, a ruling likely to lead tomore peo-
ple legally armed. The decision came out
as Congress and states debate gun con-
trol legislation.
About one-quarter of the U.S. pop-

ulation lives in states expected to be
affected by the ruling, which struck
down a New York gun law. The high

court’s first major gun decision in more
than a decade split the court 6-3, with
the court’s conservatives in the majority
and liberals in dissent.
Across the street from the court, law-

makers at the Capitol sped toward pas-
sage of gun legislation prompted by
recentmassacres in Texas, NewYork and
California. Senators cleared the way for
the measure, modest in scope but still
themost far-reaching in decades.
President Joe Biden said in a state-

ment he was “deeply disappointed” by
the Supreme Court ruling. It “contradicts

Supreme Court ruling
expands gun rights

JACQUELYN MARTIN | Associated Press

A protest sign is seen on the fencing outside the Supreme Court on Thursday. About a quarter of the U.S. population lives
in states expected to be affected by the ruling, which was the court’s first major gun decision in more than a decade.

Associated Press (2021)

A handgun from a collection of illegal
firearms is reviewed during a buyback
event in Brooklyn, NewYork, in 2021.

The decision overturning aNewYork law comes as Congress and states debate reforms.

The change is part
of Biden’s proposal
to overhaul Title IX
discrimination laws.
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Lightning at Avalanche Game 5 at 8 tonight. Sports 1C
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MARTHA ASENCIO-RHINE | Times (2019)

Organizers expect Saturday’s St. Pete Pride parade to drawmore
than the 260,000 people who attended in 2019.


