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BIRTHS BUMPED
UP LAST YEAR
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BY IAN HODGSON
Times Staff Writer

Tampa Bay residents should
once again be masking indoors,
according to federal COVID-19
guidelines.
But public health experts say

that guidance should have come
sooner.
Hillsborough, Pasco and Pinel-

las counties are at “high” risk of
COVID-19, according to a Tampa
Bay Times analysis. That is based
on the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention’s latest community
risk guidelines.
Once cases and hospitaliza-

tions reach a certain threshold in
a county — more than 200 infec-
tions and 10 hospital admissions

per 100,000 residents — federal
health officials recommend that
everyone, regardless of health sta-
tus, should wear a mask in public
indoor spaces.
However, the CDC’s own website

still labels Tampa Bay and South
Florida counties at “medium” risk
of COVID-19 as of 3 p.m. Tuesday.
The agency was aware as early as

May 19 that some counties were
mistakenly mislabeled, but the
errors have not been corrected.
That means in Florida, the

CDC has failed to sound its own
COVID-19warning system.
CDC spokesperson Jasmine

Reed said in an email to the Times
that the agency’s “medium” risk
classification “is correct for the

three counties, Hillsborough,
Pinellas and Pasco.” However, the
email cites CDC data showing zero
infections detected in those coun-
ties fromMay 13-19.
That is not the correct

seven-day case rate per 100,000
residents. It’s actually 246.4 infec-
tions in Pinellas, 224.9 in Pasco

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

COVID alarms fail Florida
Federal guidelines show bay area at high risk, but warnings come too late for effective action.

BY SHARON KENNEDY WYNNE
Times Staff Writer

LAKE BUENA VISTA — As the
noon sun bore down on Epcot, the
line for one of its newest attrac-
tions, Remy’s Ratatouille Adven-
ture, stretched around the block in
the France pavilion with a posted
wait time of 50 minutes. Mean-
while, other guests strolled into
the ride’s Lightning Lane with no
wait, boarding the swirling mouse

adventure in less than 10minutes.
On this recent afternoon, Kelly

Urso, an ultrasound technician
from Illinois, had ponied up $9
to check out the ride in the Light-
ning Lane, a new system Walt
Disney World has implemented
that charges for front-of-the-line
access. It replaces FastPass+, the
parks’ previous system of giv-
ing every ticket holder three free
passes to reducewait times.

Urso visits Disney World with
her grandkids every few years and
follows Facebook pages like Dis-
ney World Junkies for tips on the
Genie+ trip planning system that
includes Lightning Lane. For this
trip, she decided to pay extra to
avoid some lines, but not at every
park.
“I feel bad for people. They took

away a lot of the little perks, like
the free shuttle, and added charges
here and there.” She shrugs.
“But I’m still coming. My kids

and my whole family is coming to

Expect to pay more to cut in line at theme parks

Florida’s theme
parks have mu

ch to offer this
summer.

What’s new? A
lot, so hold on!
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WILD RIDE

Iron Gwazi, North

America’s fastest hybrid

coaster, thrills riders at

Busch Gardens in Tampa.

Let us be your
theme park guide
Florida’s themeparksand
attractionshavea lot to
offer thissummer.Ready to
explore? tbt*Weekend

Disney’s new$15 charge brings record revenues,
so expect thewhole industry to jump on board.

See PARKS, 3A

SALUTING EXCELLENCE
Meet this year’s valedictorians and salutatorians fromPascoCounty’s public and private schools.Page 17A

BY ANA CEBALLOS
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — Florida
lawmakers on Tuesday reached
a deal to overhaul Florida’s con-
dominium laws after the cata-
strophic collapse of Champlain
Towers South in Surfside last
year left 98 dead.
The legislative proposal will

be added to a special session
agenda that originally was
called to address only Flori-
da’s ailing property insurance
market.
House and Senate nego-

tiators had failed to reach a
deal on condo reform during
the 2022 regular session ear-
lier this year after legislators
couldn’t agree on forcing thou-
sands of condominium owners
across Florida to be subjected
to potentially massive fees for
repairs of their aging buildings.
“The Florida Legislature has

grappled with reaching a con-
sensus on what meaningful
reform looks like, but today we
have arrived at an agreement
that will help to ensure this
kind of tragedy never happens
again,” House Speaker Chris
Sprowls, R-PalmHarbor, said in
a statement.
Some key elements of the

new legislation are:
• Inspections of condomini-
ums three stories in height and
above will be required when
the building reaches 30 years
of age and then every 10 years
thereafter.
• For condominiums within
3 miles of the coast, the first
required inspection will occur
when the building reaches 25
years of age and then every 10
years afterward.
•After Dec. 31, 2024, condo asso-
ciations will be prohibited from
waiving the collection of reserve
funds to pay for routine or addi-
tionalmaintenanceandrepairs.
• For buildings occupied
before July 1, 1992, the first
inspection must be completed
by Dec. 31, 2024.

Condo
reform
bill back
on table
Lawmakers say they
were spurred by
the deadly Surfside
collapse last year.

See CONDOS, 3A
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BY EUGENE GARCIA AND DARIO LOPEZ-MILLS
Associated Press

UVALDE, Texas — An 18-year-old gun-
man opened fire Tuesday at a Texas ele-
mentary school, killing at least 18 chil-
dren as he went from classroom to class-

room, officials said, in the latest gruesome
moment for a country scarred by a string
of massacres. The assailant was killed by
law enforcement.
The death toll also included three

adults, according to state Sen. Roland
Gutierrez, who said he had been briefed
by state police. But it was not immedi-
ately clear whether that number included
the attacker.
The massacre at Robb Elementary

School in the heavily Latino town of

Uvalde was the deadliest shooting at a
U.S. grade school since a gunmen killed
20 children and six adults at Sandy Hook
Elementary in Newtown, Connecticut,
almost a decade ago.
The attack came just 10 days after

a deadly, racist rampage at a Buffalo,
New York, supermarket that added to
a yearslong series of mass killings at
churches, schools and stores. And the
prospects for any reform of the nation’s

At least 18 children
killed in Texas school

Three adults died in the
deadliest schoolmassacre
since SandyHook.

WILLIAM LUTHER | Associated Press

People leave the Uvalde Civic Center after a shooting earlier Tuesday at Robb Elementary School. It was the deadliest
school shooting in Texas history and occurred four years after a gunman killed 10 at Santa Fe High in the Houston area.
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