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STANLEY CUP PLAYOFFS: SECOND ROUND

Game 2: Lightning 2, Panthers 1
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OKLAHOMA PASSES
TOUGH ABORTION LAW
Oklahoma lawmakershave
approvedabill thatwouldban
abortions fromthemomentof
fertilization,which if signed into
lawwouldeffectivelybanalmost
all abortions there.Nation,15A

PASTORS LIKE OTHER
FIRM FOR TROP DEAL
AgroupofBlackpastorshas
endorsedSugarHillCommunity
Partners to redevelopTropicana
Field,not formerMayorRick
Kriseman’schoice.Local, 3A
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BY ABHA BHATTARAI
The Washington Post

WASHINGTON — The U.S.
economy could be heading for a
recession in the next year, accord-
ing to growing warnings from
banks and economists, as a sud-
den bout of economic pessimism
hammers financial markets that
had been counting on sustained
economicmomentum.

Although major swaths of the
economy— including the jobmar-
ket and consumer spending —
remain robust, there are mount-
ing worries that rising borrow-
ing costs for consumers and busi-
nesses, after years of near-zero
interest rates, could cause a sud-
den retrenchment. The Federal
Reserve has raised interest rates
by 0.75 percentage points so far

this year, while officials are signal-
ing more aggressive hikes could
be necessary to cool the economy.
Continued uncertainty from the
coronavirus pandemic and Rus-
sia’s invasion of Ukraine are add-
ing to the uneasiness.
“Recession risks are high —

uncomfortably high — and ris-
ing,” said Mark Zandi, chief econ-
omist at Moody’s Analytics. “For

the economy to navigate through
without suffering a downturn, we
need some very deft policymaking
from the Fed and a bit of luck.”

This week alone, former Gold-
man Sachs chief executive Lloyd
Blankfein warned of a “very, very
high risk” of recession; Wells
Fargo CEO Charlie Scharf said
there was “no question” that the
U.S. economy is heading toward
a downturn; and former Feder-
al Reserve chair Ben Bernanke
cautioned that the country could

Experts warn of recession
Concerns come amid data that points to economic cooling after increased interest rates.
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ABOVE: Tampa Bay Lightning center
Ross Colton (79) and right wing Nikita
Kucherov (86) celebrate Colton’s win-
ning goal against the Florida Panthers
in Game 2 of their second-round play-
off series Thursday night in Sunrise.
Colton scored with 3.8 seconds left,
giving the Lightning a 2-1 victory and
a 2-0 series lead.
LEFT: Lightning fans cheer as play-
ers warm up on the ice just before the
game. Game 3 is Sunday afternoon at
Amalie Arena.
More coverage in Sports, 1C

LAST-SECONDHEROICS

BY SHARON KENNEDY WYNNE
Times Staff Writer

Ladies and gentlemen, children
of all ages, the circus is back.
Manatee County-based Feld

Entertainment announced
Wednesday that it plans to bring
back the Ringling Bros. and Bar-
num & Bailey Circus five years
after shutting it down. And this
time, therewill be no animal acts.
In videos released revealing the

look of the new show, there were
no animals or clowns and no three
rings. The iconic piece of Amer-
icana closed in 2017, a victim of
shrinking audiences who had lost
their appetite for animals as enter-
tainers.
The Ringling circus had a 146-

year run. Under intense pressure
from animal rights protesters,

the show’s parent company, Pal-
metto-based Feld Entertainment,
removed elephants from the cir-
cus in 2016. That only sped up its
decline with plunging ticket sales
andhigh operating costs.
The decision to close the cir-

cus threw 462 people out of work.
Many who were left jobless were
also homeless because they lived
on the 2-mile-long trains that con-
veyed the circus’ two touring com-
panies around the country.
Feld, which has a sprawling

complex inManatee Countywhere
it produces shows like Disney on
Ice and Monster Jam, said it has
scoured the world for human acts
that will “create jaw-dropping
moments.” Talent teams have con-
ducted auditions in Argentina,

A reimagined return to the big top

Courtesy of Ringling

The Ringling Bros. and Barnum & Bailey Circus will be revamped.

Iconic Ringling Bros. andBarnum&Bailey
Circus coming backwithout animals, clowns.

See CIRCUS, 13A

See ECONOMY, 12A

BY JAY CRIDLIN
Times Staff Writer

While it hasn’t exactly been
a bull month in the crypto-
currency industry, at least one
company is betting on crypto’s
future in Tampa.
Chicago firm CoinFlip

announced Thursday that it
plans to open its second nation-
wide office in Tampa, as well
as a “crypto experience center”
geared toward public education
and financial services in crypto-
currency.
The expansion will bring

40 technology job openings
and a cryptocurrency ATM to
an 8,000-square-foot space at
Sparkman Wharf starting this
summer.
“Tampa has top-tier tech

talent, the Water Street area
is beautiful, and there’s a
local administration that has
embraced crypto, that has
embraced blockchain and has
embraced innovation,” founder
and CEO Ben Weiss said. “It’s a
great place with a lot of excite-
ment and energy around crypto
and blockchain. We’re hop-
ing other companies follow as
well. We’ll make Tampa ‘Crypto
Beach.’”
The office will have an ATM

where users can convert cash to
cryptocurrencies from bitcoin,
ethereum, dogecoin and other
blockchains. CoinFlip has about
3,500 ATMs nationwide, includ-
ing around 80 inTampaBay.
Weiss described the emer-

gent technology landscape in
and around Sparkman Wharf
and Water Street Tampa as a
“perfect marriage” for Coin-

Crypto
firm
bets on
Tampa
CoinFlip plans to
hire 40 at its new
SparkmanWharf
“experience center.”

See CRYPTO, 13A

What does a bear
market mean?
Rising interest rates,high inflation,
thewar inUkrainecausing inves-
tors tohibernate.Business,6A


