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VACCINE CARROTS
INSTEAD OF STICKS
NewcityofSt.Petersburgwork-
erswill have toget theshot,
butcurrentworkersarebeing
offeredaslewof incentives to roll
up their sleeves.Local,1B

FLORIDA FACES
BIG TEST AT HOME
TheGatorshaveachance to
showwhether theybelong
amongelite football programs
whenNo.1Alabamavisitsat3:30
today.Sports,1C

CONTROLS IN PLACE
FOR CAPITOL RALLY
CapitolPolicesay theyare
ready tohandlewhatever
crowdshowsuptodayat the
U.S.Capitol insupportof rioters
imprisonedafter theJan.6 insur-
rection.Nation,4A

More, Page 9C

BY MATTHEW PERRONE
AND LAURAN NEERGAARD

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A govern-
ment advisory panel overwhelm-
ingly rejected a plan Friday to give
Pfizer COVID-19 booster shots
across the board, and instead
endorsed the extra vaccine dose

only for those who are 65 or older
or run a high risk of severe disease.
The twin voteswere a blow to the

Biden administration’s sweeping
effort, announced a month ago, to
shore up nearly all Americans’ pro-
tection amid the spread of the high-
ly contagious delta variant.
The nonbinding recommenda-

tion — from an influential commit-
tee of outside experts who advise
the Food and Drug Administration
— is not the last word. The FDA
will consider the group’s advice and
make its own decision, probably
within days. And the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention is
set toweigh in nextweek.

In a surprising turn, the adviso-
ry panel rejected, 16-2, boosters for
almost everyone. Members cited a
lack of safety data on extra doses
and raised doubts about the value
of mass boosters, rather than ones
targeted to specific groups.
Then, in an 18-0 vote, it

endorsed extra shots for people
65 and older and those at risk of
serious disease. Panel members
agreed that health workers and
otherswho run a high risk of being
exposed to the virus on the job

should get boosters, too.
That would help salvage part of

the White House’s campaign but
would still be a huge step back from
the proposal to offer third shots of
both the Pfizer and Moderna vac-
cines to Americans eight months
after they get their second dose.
The CDC has said it is consid-

ering boosters for older people,
nursing home residents and front-
line health care workers, rather
than all adults.

CORONAVIRUS PANDEMIC

Seniors may get a boost
A federal panel rejects blanket approval for now,
urging third vaccine doses to those at highest risk.

BY IAN HODGSON
AND CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL

Times Staff Writers

Florida surpassed 51,000
COVID-related deaths thisweek.
The state hit a new high with

2,468 fatalities added this week
as the delta variant continues
to drive the deadliest phase yet
of the 18-month pandemic. Due
to delays in processing death
records, many of the newly
reported deaths occurred days
orweeks ago.
If Florida were its own coun-

try, its 51,240 fatalities would
rank 20th in the world, exceed-
ing Chile’s 37,293 deaths. The
Sunshine State now has 3.5
million infections — almost
as many as Mexico, which has
nearly six times the population.
“I think it’s been a really tough

year and a half,” said Gov. Ron
DeSantis when a reporter asked
him about Florida passing the
50,000mark at a Thursday news
conference in Fort Lauderdale.
University of South Florida

epidemiologist Jason Salemi
said the number of COVID-
19 deaths is striking given the

State
virus
deaths
climb
Floridahas another
recordweek as
COVIDclaims
another 2,468people.

BY RYAN DAILEY
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — While Flor-
ida looks to round the corner on
administering 100,000 monoclo-
nal antibody treatments to people
with COVID-19, Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis pledged this week to “fight like
hell” to continue receiving the
treatments as the federal govern-
ment took control over distribu-
tion of the drugs.
The U.S. Department of Health

and Human Services on Mon-

day reported on its website that
the agency has “transitioned
from a direct ordering process to
a state/territory-coordinated dis-
tribution system,” saying that the
change will give “health depart-
ments maximum flexibility to get
these critical drugs where they are
neededmost.”
A handful of states, including

Florida, have obtained the bulk of
the treatments available thus far,
according toWhiteHouse officials.
But the federal health agency

now is allocat-
ing a weekly dis-
tribution “based
on weekly reports
of new COVID-19
cases and hospi-
talizations in addi-
tion to data on
inventories and
use” submitted by

states to the federal government,
Health and Human Services offi-
cials said.
Florida this week will be capped

at receiving 27,850 doses of the
monoclonal antibody treatment
Regeneron and 3,100 doses of
treatments developed by pharma-

ceutical company Eli Lilly, accord-
ing to federal health officials.
Florida’s apportionment of

treatments represents the largest
share of any state, with Texas com-
ing in second at 21,720 Regeneron
doses and 2,370 doses of the Eli
Lilly treatments thisweek.
But DeSantis, who regular-

ly opposes President Joe Biden’s
administration on COVID-19 mit-
igation strategies, said Thursday
that the federal government is
putting up “obstacles” to the state
receiving the drugs, which the gov-
ernor has touted as an effective
early treatment to combat the virus.

Monoclonal war clouds are gathering
AsU.S. plans to equally distribute the treatment,
DeSantis vows to fight to keep state’s bulk share.

BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL
Times Staff Writer

SAFETY HARBOR — Most of Mease
Countryside Hospital was built in the
1980s, when private rooms were often the
domain of themostwell-heeled patients.
Even with the addition of buildings in

later years, only 33 percent of the hospital’s
bedswere in single-patient rooms.
But patient privacy has become the

standard for new hospitals in the past
two decades and a necessity during the
pandemic when hospitals needed to keep
infected patients separate fromothers.

So the opening of the Bilheimer Tower, a
new four-story patient building, comes at
a welcome time for administrators at the
hospital, one of 15 Tampa Bay region facili-
ties run by BayCareHealth System.
The tower is part of a $156 million addi-

tion to the hospital campus that includes
a parking garage. The 150,000 square-foot
building will add more than 100 beds,
increasing the hospital’s overall number of
beds to 387. Roughly 82 percent of those
are now in private rooms.
Matt Novak, president of both Mease

Countryside andMeaseDunedin hospitals,
said the hospital had been operating at
close to capacity as the surrounding popu-
lation has grown. It plans to begin relocat-
ing patients into the new roomsnextweek.
“This allows us to grow and be posi-

tioned to care for the community for years
to come,” he said

The top two floors house a total of 70
private rooms intended for general med-
ical use such as for patients recovering
from joint surgery. The top floor also

Hospital welcomes its
well-timed expansion
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Work is close to completion at the new four-story Bilheimer Tower at Mease Countryside Hospital in Safety Harbor. The
$156 million project is connected to a four-story parking garage by an elevated pedestrian walkway, shown at right.

Mease Countryside and Mease
Dunedin Hospital president Matt
Novak says some patients will be
moving to the new rooms next week.

MeaseCountrysidehasbeen
near capacityduring the
pandemic. It’s about to add
more than 100newbeds.
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