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TRUMP, BIDEN TO HOLD
FIRST DEBATE TONIGHT
Thedebate, startingat9,comesas
thecountry facesmultiplecrises,
including racial justiceprotestsand
apandemic thathaskilledmore
than200,000Americansandcost
millionsof jobs. 17A

HOW DO YOU RATE ON
TRUMP TAX TABLE?
Areport fromthenonpartisanCon-
gressionalBudgetOfficeshows
theaveragemiddleclassAmerican
householdpaid three timesas
much federal incometax in2016
and2017asPresidentTrump. 12A
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TheTampaBay Lightning celebrate their second Stanley Cup titleMonday night, after defeating theDallas Stars 2-0 inGame6 inEdmon-
ton, Alberta. The Lightningwon the best of seven series 4-2. BraydenPoint scored the first goal andBlake Coleman added the second. The
team returns home todaywith the oldest trophy in professional sports in hand.Sports,1C

2020STANLEYCUP | GAME6: LIGHTNING2,STARS0
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BY MARLENE SOKOL
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — Superintendent
Addison Davis faced a skeptical
School Board last week over his
plans to save money by cutting
staff.
But all that changed less than

48 hours later, when he hit them
with news that theymust borrow
soon tomeet operating expenses.
The school district’s cash

reserves are projected to dwindle
to $9 million in early November.
“That’s about one day’s worth of
expenses,” chief financial offi-
cer Gretchen Saunders told the

boardThursday.
To avoid the risk of running

out of money, the district wants
to issue a tax anticipation note,
a form of short-term financing
used by other school districts in
similar situations.
School Board members did

not object, and they vowed to
support the administration’s
efforts to rein in spending.
This second conversation took

place at “agenda review,” a new
kind of workshop Davis intro-
duced when he took over this
year.
While the agenda review is

noticed under the Florida pub-
lic meetings law, it happens
without any video cameras or
live-streaming. The Tampa Bay
Times receives audio recordings
a day or two afterwards.
That’s not the only difference

between the twomeetings.
At Tuesday’s televised board

meeting, constituents lined up
by the dozens to try and pro-
tect classes and programs that
are vulnerable because of low
enrollment. Some board mem-
bers, who have been contacted
individually by concerned par-

Schools finances
in rough shape
Hillsborough schools
set a vote to borrow
$75million tomeet
operating expenses.
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Gretchen Saunders, the
chief financial officer for the
Hillsborough County School
District, painted a dire picture.

BY TRACEY MCMANUS
Times Staff Writer

When Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis lifted coronavirus-related
restrictions on business capac-
ity and operations on Friday,
his order did not repeal local
mandates that require masks in
indoor public places.
But the shift to the last phase

of the state’s reopening plan has
caused local government offi-
cials and business owners to
have to reiterate face covering
requirements that went into
effect in Pinellas and Hillsbor-
ough counties and Tampa ear-
lier this summer — and remain
in place today.
“Within 15 minutes of his

announcement we had four
groups of people walk in our
door and say ‘we don’t have to
wear masks anymore, the gov-
ernor said so,’ ” said Ken Ham-
ilton, co-owner of Palm Pavilion
on Clearwater Beach. “We said
no, not exactly. That’s the unin-

tended consequence of the gov-
ernor’s order: turmoil.”
Although DeSantis’ Phase 3

reopening order did not lift city
and county mask requirements,
it took away those municipali-
ties’ ability to impose fines on
individual violators. But offi-
cials in Pinellas, Hillsborough
and Tampa say the enforcement
strategy to date has been more
educational than punitive any-
way.
And while counties and cit-

ies may not impose penalties on
individual violators, DeSantis’
order does not appear to pro-
hibit fines for businesses that
are not enforcing the local rules.
“In the governor’s order, he

prohibits penalties on individ-
uals but not to businesses, so
we strongly encourage busi-
nesses to require masks both
for the safety of their employees
and the safety of their patrons,”
Tampa spokesperson Ashley

DeSantis opens economy,
but locally masks remain
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Hostess Sarah Wilson, left, welcomes diners wearing masks to
Palm Pavilion Beachside Grill & Bar in Clearwater on Monday.

Florida’s shift into
Phase 3 causes some
turmoil over face
coveringmandates.
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