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BY SAMANTHA J. GROSS
Miami Herald

MIAMI — Gov. Ron DeSan-
tis dipped into the legal ranks of
South Florida’s immigrant com-
munities Tuesday in announcing
appointments to fill two vacan-
cies on the Florida Supreme
Court.
John Couriel, an attorney with

Miami firm Kobre & Kim, and
Renatha Francis, a Palm Beach
County circuit judge, have been

picked to fill seats left openwhen
former justices Barbara Lagoa
and Robert Luck were appointed
last year to the 11th U.S. Circuit
Court of Appeals.
Lagoa and Luck both are from

Miami-DadeCounty.
“It’s a testament to the great

talent we have here,” DeSantis
said of the South Florida picks
in making the announcement at
the Miami-Dade County public
library main branch on Flagler

Street.
According to the Florida Con-

stitution, each appellate dis-
trict must have at least one jus-
tice elected or appointed from
the district to the Supreme Court
who is a resident of the district at
the time of the original appoint-
ment.
That means five must live

inside the territory of the district
courts at the time of appoint-
ment. Until Tuesday, there was

no appointee from the terri-
tory of the Third District, a gap
Couriel now fills.
The 2019-20 budget sets

Supreme Court justices’ sala-
ries at $220,600. That means a
big raise for Francis, who said on
her application that she earned
$150,000 last year, and a big pay
cut for Couriel, who declared
$1.6 million on his application.
DeSantis has not yet signed the
2020-21 budget.

First Caribbean-born
justice
Francis, a Jamaican immi-

grant who moved to Florida as
an adult, will be the first Carib-
bean-born justice to serve. She
has not been a lawyer for 10
years, so shemust wait until Sep-
tember to join the bench.
“When I embarked on my

profession into law, never did

Gov. goes south for high court
State SupremeCourt vacancies are filled fromMiami-Dade area. Both have immigrant family ties.
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BY DIVYA KUMAR
Times Staff Writer

Rahab’s Daughters, a Chi-
cago nonprofit that works to res-
cue human-trafficking victims,
started a Tampa chapter in Jan-
uary.
The group had planned to

open a safe house and have oper-
ations in full swing before next
year’s Super Bowl, an event that
typically causes a spike in traf-
ficking, according to law enforce-
ment officials and hospitality
professionals. But the COVID-
19 outbreak accelerated those
efforts.
The organization recently

posted a request for $10,000 on
an online list of nonprofit needs
curated by the Community
Foundation of Tampa Bay. The
money would be used to set up a
safe house, said Laurie Wisotsky,
director of the new chapter.
“COVID has definitely made a

huge impact on human traffick-
ing,” she said.
The pandemic has changed

how traffickers work in ways
that are raising alarms among
advocates, who say they are see-
ing more victims requesting
help.
The reduced demand for pros-

titution has prompted some traf-
fickers to abandon their victims,
leaving them in unfamiliar loca-
tions with no means to live. At
the same time, those still being
pressed into prostitution are at
risk for contracting the virus.
The outbreak also has has-

tened a push by many human
traffickers to move their opera-
tions online, with pornography
production and efforts on social
media to recruit young victims.
While local law enforcement

officials report no uptick in
human trafficking, advocates say
they have seen changes in their
work that do not bode well for
victims.
Rahab’s Daughters, which

offers shelter and counseling,
has rescued 105 women across
the country since the pandemic
began,Wisotsky said.

Another
cruel
toll of
victims
The pandemic has
changed howhuman
traffickers operate,
alarming advocates.
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SuncoastHospicecarecenters
areacceptingCOVID-19patients,
keeping themin isolation.Astory
Sundaymistakenlysaid those
with theviruswerenotbeing
admitted.That informationcame
fromaSuncoastemployee.

Correction

See TRAFFICKING, 12A
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Feeding Tampa Bay volunteer Carlos Yancy carries groceries to a waiting car during the mega pantry’s operation Tuesday in Bradenton.

BY CHRISTOPHER O’DONNELL
Times Staff Writer

BRADENTON — An hour
before the food bank opened
on Tuesday, the line of more
than 400 cars snaked around
the community college cam-
pus.
Among the drivers was Jes-

sica Napoli, who was still in
line when one of her six chil-
dren called to ask if she could

bring thema snack.
There were no snacks at

home.
Napoli, 34, lost her job tran-

scribing audio recordings
because of the pandemic. Her
husband, an electronics tech-
nician, is still working, but put-
ting food on the table and pay-
ing other bills has become a
struggle. All but one of her
children are school-aged. For

the first time in her life, she vis-
ited a food bank.
“For me emotionally, it’s

hard to admit I need help,” she
said. “My children aren’t used
to dealing with hunger. It’s
been really difficult for them to
learn the newnormal.”
Feeding Tampa Bay opened

the new drive-through food
bank — dubbed a mega pan-
try — in Manatee County in

response to an all-time high
demand for meals and gro-
ceries from local food banks.
Mega pantries already oper-
ate in Hillsborough and Pinel-
las counties, serving an aver-
age of almost 4,000 people
every week. The program will
be expanded to Pasco and Polk
counties in June.
Even as Florida reopens,

‘Megapantry’ openswider
Anonprofit’s

drive-thru
food banks are

evidence of
the demand. A

warning: Need is
expected to rise.

BY JOSH FIALLO
Times Staff Writer

A series of wildfires in the
Panhandle has given emer-
gency officials a preview of the
challenges they’ll face when
hurricane season starts while
the state is still dealing with the
COVID-19 pandemic.
Fires in Santa Rosa County

destroyed 14 homes in Milton
and burned more than 2,200
acres earlier this month. It also
resulted in voluntary evacu-
ations on May 6 for some resi-
dents north of Interstate 10.

The 27 people who were
given shelter by local officials
did not undergo a typical evac-
uation because of the coronavi-
rus, said Emergency Manage-
ment director BradBaker.
“It was different this time,”

he said. “We were able to keep
everybody spaced apart. That’s
the kind of planning we’re
working with moving forward,
keeping people away from each
other however possible — non-
congregate sheltering.”
Non-congregate sheltering

means giving evacuees a shelter
where they can be isolated from
each other, in places such as
hotels,motels and dormitories.
Baker said the county housed

22 evacuees in motel rooms
andhave already asked the Fed-

Wildfire evacuation
faces distancing test
APanhandle county
gets a look ahead at
what the hurricane
season could bring.

SPACEX LAUNCH IS
SET FOR 4:33 P.M.
The weather is looking better
for the nation’s first astronaut
launch into orbit in a decade.

See JUSTICES, 15A

John Couriel
is the son
of Cuban
immigrants.

Renatha
Francis is the
state’s first
Caribbean-
born justice.
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BY JIM TURNER
News Service of Florida

TALLAHASSEE — State
revenue was off $878.1 million
in April from an earlier esti-
mate as tourism and hospital-
ity-related industries, along
with car sales, were grounded
by the coronavirus, according
to economists.
A monthly revenue report

from the Legislature’s Office
of Economic & Demographic
Research reflects economic
damage caused by the pan-
demic and the effects of stay-
at-home orders on state tax
revenues.

“The presence of corona-
virus in Florida presented
its most serious threat to the
sales tax forecast, especially
to those taxes collected from
tourists,” said the report,
which was released Tues-
day. “In addition, critical sup-
ply chains were already inter-
rupted by the impact to other
countries and retail sales dis-
placed as a result of social dis-
tancing and crowd-avoidance
behaviors.”
The report came on the

heels of the state’s unemploy-
ment rate jumping from 4.4
percent in March to 12.9 per-
cent in April, according to a
report released Friday by the
Florida Department of Eco-
nomicOpportunity.
Senate President Bill Gal-

vano, R-Bradenton, continued

Florida revenue comes up
$878.1M short for April
The Senate leader
urges patience and
calls state reserves
“significant.”
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