
BY DREW HARWELL
Washington Post

Margaret Cudia thought her
Ring doorbell camera was “the
best thing since sliced bread.” She
loved watching the world pass by
through her suburban New Jer-
sey neighborhood, guarding vig-
ilantly for suspicious strangers
and porch pirates from the com-
fort of herphone.
She hadn’t expected the cam-

era also might capture awkward
moments closer to home, like the
time it caught her daughter grab-
bing a beer and talking about
how controlling her mother was.
“I never told her about that one,”
she saidwitha laugh.
Amazon’s Ring, Google’s Nest

and other Internet-connected
cameras — some selling for as
little as $59 — have given Ameri-
cans the tools they need to
become a personal security force,
and millions of people now see-
ing what’s happening around
their home every second — what
Ring calls the “new neighborhood
watch.” (Amazon founder Jeff
Bezos owns theWashingtonPost.)
But the allure of monitoring

people silently from afar has also
provedmore tempting thanmany
expected. Customers who bought
the cameras in hopes of not
becoming victims now joke that
instead they’ve become voyeurs.
The Post surveyed more than

50 owners of in-home and out-
door camera systems across the
United States about how the
recording devices had reshaped
their daily lives. Most of those
who responded to online solic-
itations about their camera use
said they had bought the cam-

Ring!
Here’s
looking
at you
Doorbell cams have
turnedus intovoyeurs.
Try aswemight, we
can’t avert our eyes.

See DOORBELL, 8A
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Courtesy of Mariana Pardo

Agustin Pardo, 70, of Plant City was a retired
farmworker with seven children and 23
grandchildren. He was shot on Jan. 14.

BY TONY MARRERO
Times Staff Writer

PLANT CITY — When Mari-
ana Pardo answered the phone
that morning, her father spoke
in a tone she hadn’t heard before.
Call 911, 70-year-old Agustin

Pardo told her. A man just shot
me.
She wanted to believe her

father was kidding, but he didn’t
joke like that, and he sounded

distressed.
“I think he knew that it was

serious because he said that he
was dying and he didn’t want to
die,” she recalled.
Pardo had been driving his old

Ford SUV on a Plant City road
when an armed man stopped
the retired farmworker just a few
miles from his home and fired
a shot through the driver’s side
window, police say.

Records offer more details
about what happened that
day, Jan. 14, but the family still
doesn’t have an answer to a key
question: Why would the sus-
pect, 27-year-old Jeffery Darnell
Thomas, shoot a gentle oldman?
Mariana Pardo rushed to the

scene that day. Just before para-
medics lifted her dad into amed-
ical helicopter, she spoke what
would be her lastwords to him.

“I promised to him that he
was going to be fine, that he was
going to make it,” she said in a
recent interview, tears spilling
down her cheeks, “but it wasn’t
thatway.”

• ••
Agustin Pardo was working

the fields in his native Mexico
when he decided to come to Flor-
ida for his family’s sake, his wife

‘He said that he was dying’
The hardworking patriarch of a Plant City family was driving his SUVwhen
an armedman stopped him and killed him.His family has no ideawhy.

Jeffery
Darnell
Thomas is
accused of
the shooting.See SHOOTING, 10A

BY RICHARD DANIELSON
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — Almost 10 years
to the week after he bought the
Tampa Bay Lightning, Jeff Vinik
is expanding his business that
manages the team’s operations,
events at Amalie Arena and
more.
The company known as

Tampa Bay Sports and Enter-
tainment is changing its name
to Vinik Sports Group. It’s also
expanding its focus to provide
event, facilities management,
sales and fan experience ser-

vices on amore regional basis.
Vinik describes the change

as an evolution of his growing
sports and entertainment port-
folio. Without going into detail,
he acknowledged that he could
see the company forging part-
nerships to manage everything
from minor league baseball
team ballparks to event venues
the size of RuthEckerdHall.
To start, the company will

look close to home.
“For the foreseeable future,

I believe our activity will be in
the Tampa Bay area,” he said,
The company is in some dis-
cussions with potential part-
ners but has no new deals ready
to announce. “If we’re success-
ful with some of these activities
around here, canwe expand fur-
ther than that? Yes, but we’re

taking it one step at a time.
We’re not in a hurry.”
Vinik Sports Group, which

has 230 employees, will consist
of three divisions:
• VSG Live, led by Kevin Preast,
which will book, manage and
market concerts and other live

events.
• VSG Facilities, led by Dar-
ryl Benge, which will manage,
secure and provide guest ser-
vices at sports and entertain-
ment venues. AlongwithAmalie
Arena, it already does this at the
Yuengling Center, formerly the
USF Sun Dome, at the Univer-
sity of South Florida, and at the
recently opened Embarc Collec-
tive innovation hub.
• VSG Commercial Sales, led
by Jarrod Dillon, which will
develop partnerships to drive
revenue through ticket sales,
consumer marketing and ana-
lytics.
Lightning chief executive offi-

cer Steve Griggs, 52, will be the
CEO at Vinik Sports Group, the
parent company for the Light-

Vinik’s sports business evolves again
TheLightning
owner’s company
changes its name and
broadens its focus.

Times

Jeff Vinik bought the Tampa
Bay Lightning about 10 years
ago. That investment led to
myriad other projects.

See VINIK, 7

BY JULIE PACE
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A burn-
it-down candidate is topping a
splintered field of moremoderate
contenders and setting the par-
ty’s establishment wing on edge.
It’s how Donald Trump began

his unlikely march to the Repub-
lican nomination in 2016. And

f ou r y e a r s
later, it’s how
Sen. Bernie
Sanders has
cemented
himself as the
front-runner
for the Demo-
cratic nomina-
tion.
The Ver-

mont senator
won his second
straight con-
test on Satur-

day with a convincing victory in
Nevada, the first racially diverse
state on the primary calendar,
after winning the New Hamp-
shire primary theweek before. He
also effectively tied for first place
in the opening contest in Iowa.
Sanders’ surge has energized

his legion of liberal supporters,
including young people drawn
to his calls for a government-run
health care system and elimi-
nating student debt. But it has
sparked an outcry from rival cam-
paigns and other moderate Dem-
ocrats that mirrors the worries of
Republicans who tried, but failed,
to block Trump’s path in 2016.
Theywarn that Sanders, a self-

declared democratic socialist,
can’t win in the general election.
And they warn that his nomina-
tion is all but inevitable unless
other candidates start dropping
out and stop splitting up the

Sanders’
win has
echo in
history
Anunlikelymarch to
the nomination also
happened 4 years ago.

Democratic
presidential
candidate
Sen. Bernie
Sanders

See SANDERS, 13A
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Warm couple days

61° 76° 78° 71°
0% chance of rain

Runners get underway Sunday morning at the start of the 8K race during the Gaspa-
rilla Distance Classic in Tampa. About a half-hour later, Elli Black of Land O’ Lakes
crossed the finish line to become the youngest champion in Gasparilla racing history:
She is 11. The race’s runnerup, by the way, was more than a minute behind her (and
more than two decades ahead of her, too). Meanwhile in the half-marathon, the men’s
champ, Nick Kaleel, 24, used his familiarity with downtown Tampa to help figure out
when to make his move. The women’s champion, Megan Curham, also 24, might have
felt that she had the course to herself, finishing a full five minutes ahead of any other
woman. For more on the races, see the special section inside.

PUBLIX GASPARILLADISTANCE CLASSIC

Taking it tothestreets
OCTAVIO JONES | Times

LUIS SANTANA | Times

Elli Black, 11, is the race’s
youngest champion.


