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BY EMILY L. MAHONEY AND JEFFREY S. SOLOCHEK
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — Gov. Ron DeSantis
announced the creation of new academic stan-
dards on Friday, a year after he directed the state
to root out all “vestiges of Common Core” and
change theway Florida’s students learn.
“Today we’re announcing that mission has

been accomplished,” he said at a news confer-
ence inNaples. “It goes beyondCommonCore to
embrace common sense.”
State standards are benchmarks that dictate

what students must know by the end of each
grade level, and how courses are taught are
shaped around those goals.
Common Core refers to a set of standards first

proposed by the National Governors Association
that became the foundation for Florida’s exist-
ing standards. But since its initial adoption by
45 states in 2010 (the number is now lower),
Common Core has come under fire from con-
servatives who claimed it was a federal man-
date driving what to teach and test in schools.
The new standards will be called the BEST

Standards, which stands for the Benchmarks for
Excellent Student Thinking. Although the stan-
dards themselves were not made publicly avail-
able on Friday —DeSantis promised they would
be online in a week — the Florida Department

In Florida,
Common
Core is out
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BY EMILY L. MAHONEY
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau

TALLAHASSEE — In a stunning reversal of
a previous decision, the Florida Supreme Court
ruled Thursday that a unanimous jury should
not be required to sentence someone to death.
Federal law— and every state that has the death
penalty except Alabama — requires unanimous
juries for the death penalty, rather than a sim-
plemajority.
Florida law used to require that only amajority

of the jury make a recommendation to the judge
on whether to sentence a defendant to die. The
judge then issues a final ruling based on that rec-
ommendation. But after a decision by the Florida
Supreme Court in 2016 struck down that model
in a case called Hurst vs. State, the Legislature
changed its law tomandate a unanimous jury.
But Thursday’s ruling opens the door for state

lawmakers, if they wish, to return Florida to one
of the few states that don’t require a unanimous
jury to impose the death penalty.

Court makes
turnabout on
death penalty

NOTE TO READERS
Duetoproductiondifficulties,wewereunable to
deliverTVWeeklyonFriday.Subscribersof this
premiumproductare receiving theTVbook in
today’spaper.

1 dead in shootout with deputy
Anothermanfacesamurderchargeaftera
confrontation inaSt.Petersburgalley. Local, 3A

Go ahead. Take your best shot
Dullor spectacular, LightninggoalieAndrei
Vasilevskiywillmake thesave.Sports,1B

Correction
St.Petersburg residentRonaldSheehyhasan
unclewho isburied inTampa’sMemorialPark
Cemetery.AphotocaptionTuesdayhad the
relationshipwrong.
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Impeachment

“You cannot leave aman like that in office,” warnsDemocrat prosecuting
the president, or hewill keep abusing his power ahead of 2020 elections.

Neweducation standards have
fewer tests and change how
reading andmath are taught.

Florida’s top justices say amere
jurymajority canmake the call.

To keep swashbucklers safe, law enforcement
puts theGasparilla flotilla under strict watch.
BY ALLISON ROSS
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — Three years ago,
Capt. Laura Lothridge went out
on her charter boat for the Gas-
parilla pirate invasion with a
group of insurance company
employees.
After a day on the water, she

said, they joked that “they’ll
never write a marine insurance
policy ever again after seeing the
craziness.”
It’s easy to understand why.

A flotilla of hundreds of pri-
vate boats, led by a pirate ship,
mounts an invasion of Tampa’s

Seddon Channel, their crews
tossing beads, carousing and
swashbuckling in theway pirates
do. It all sounds a bit perilous.
Yet the high jinks on the low

seas, culminating in a pirate ship
landing at the Tampa Conven-
tion Center that precedes the
big parade at 2 p.m. Saturday,
are generally in good, safe fun.
That’s a credit to the revelers and
the vigilance of law enforcement
agencies who are on watch for
lawless buccaneers.
“It’s the biggest water event

in the city,” said master deputy

It’snotwhatever
floatsyourboat

LUIS SANTANA | Times (2014)

Revelers have a good time afloat during the annual Gasparilla invasion as the
Tampa Police Department’s marine unit makes sure the fun is all shipshape.See FLOTILLA, 11A

See STANDARDS, 14A

See DEATH, 16A

Senate Television via Associated Press

House impeachment manager Rep. Adam Schiff, D-Calif., speaks during the impeachment trial against President Donald Trump on Friday.

BY LISA MASCARO, ERIC TUCKER
AND ZEKE MILLER
Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Democratic
House prosecutors launched their
final arguments Friday at Donald
Trump’s impeachment trial, arguing
the president will persist in abusing
the power of his office ahead of the
2020 election unless Congress inter-
venes to remove him fromoffice.
“He is who he is,” Rep. Adam

Schiff, the chairman of the House
Intelligence Committee, told sen-
ators, accusing Trump of put-
ting the U.S.-Ukraine relation-
ship on the line in a way that bene-
fited Russia just so he could take a
political”cheap shot” at Joe Biden.
“You cannot leave a man like that

in office,” Schiff said. “You know it’s
not going to stop. It’s not going to
stop unless the Congress does some-
thing about it.”
As Democrats pressed their case

before skeptical Republican sen-
ators for a third day, the presi-
dent’s legal team was preparing
for his defense, expected to start
today. Trump, eyes on the audi-

ence beyond the Senate chamber,
bemoaned the schedule in a tweet,
saying “looks likemy lawyers will be
forced to start on Saturday, which is
calledDeathValley in TV.”
The president is being tried in the

Senate after the House impeached

him last month, accusing him of
abusing his office by asking Ukraine
for politically motivated probes of
political foe Biden and Biden’s son
while withholdingmilitary aid from
a U.S. ally that was at war with bor-
dering Russia. The second arti-

cle of impeachment accuses him of
obstructing Congress by refusing to
turn over documents or allow offi-
cials to testify in theHouse probe.
Republicans have defended

Trump’s actions as appropriate and
are casting the process as a polit-
ically motivated effort to weaken
him in his re-election campaign.
Republicans hold a 53-47 majority
in the Senate, and acquittal is con-
sidered likely.
The Senate is heading next week

toward a pivotal vote on Demo-
cratic demands for testimony from
top Trump aides, including acting
chief of staff Mick Mulvaney and
former national security adviser
John Bolton who refused to appear
before the House. It would take
four Republican senators to join
the Democratic minority to seek
witnesses, and so far the numbers
appear lacking.
“This needs to end,” said Sen.

Lindsey Graham, R-S.C., a Trump
confidant. He said he doesn’t want
to hear fromBolton or the Bidens.
With Chief Justice John Roberts

SCHIFF: TRUMP
MUST BE STOPPED

J. SCOTT APPLEWHITE | Associated Press

Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman Lindsey Graham, R-S.C.,
attacked the Democrats’ arguments during a trial break Friday.

See IMPEACH, 10A
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