
Thepresidentwas
ready to tackle youth
e-ciguseuntil political
blowback started.

BY JOSH DAWSEY
AND LAURIE MCGINLEY
Washington Post

WASHINGTON — Every-
thing seemed ready to go: Pres-
ident Donald Trump’s ban on
most e-cigarette flavors had
been cleared by federal regu-
lators. Officials were poised to
announce that they would order
candy, fruit and mint flavors off
the market within 30 days — a
step the president had prom-
ised almost two months earlier
to quell a youth vaping epidemic
that had ensnared 5million teen-
agers.
One last thing was needed:

Trump’s sign-off. But on Nov. 4,
the night before a plannedmorn-
ing news conference, the pres-
ident balked. Briefed on a flight
to a Lexington, Kentucky, cam-
paign rally, he refused to sign the
one-page “decision memo,” say-
ing he didn’t want to move for-
ward with a ban he had once
backed, primarily at his wife’s
and daughter’s urging, because
he feared it would lead to job
losses, said a Trump adviser who
spoke on the condition of ano-
nymity to reveal internal deliber-
ations.
Trump reversed course on a

plan to address a major pub-
lic health problem because of
worries that apoplectic vape
shop owners and their custom-
ers might hurt his reelection
prospects, said White House
and campaign officials. He also
believed job losses tied to the
ban would cost him as he sought
to trumpet economic growth.
Officials said the blowback

to Trump’s vow to ban most fla-
vored e-cigarettes had rattled
him. In an aggressive social
media campaign — #IVapeIVote
— advocates claimed the ban
would shut down thousands
of shops, eliminating jobs and
sending vapers back to ciga-
rettes. The president saw pro-
testers at events and read critical
articles. His campaign manager,
Brad Parscale, privately warned
that the ban could hurt Trump in
battleground states, said a per-
son who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to discuss internal
deliberations. Trump was now
upset with Health and Human
Services Secretary Alex Azar,
who had taken the lead in rolling
out the plan, said three officials
familiarwith the discussions.
“He didn’t know much about

the issue and was just doing it
for Melania and Ivanka,” said
a senior administration offi-
cial who spoke on the condition
of anonymity to share the dis-
cussions. In recent months, the
president’s wife and daughter,
who had become increasingly
alarmed about youth vaping,

Trump
backs off
on vaping
flavor ban

**** Tuesday, November 19, 2019FLORIDA’S BEST NEWSPAPER | $1tampabay.com

© Times Publishing Co.
Vol. 136 No. 118

Looking for
entertainment news?
ETC is now called

Front Row, and it has
moved toward the back

of Sports.

WE
’VEMOVED

Looking for the
Local section? It’s now

combined with all the news
in this section every day

except Sunday.

Looking for the
Los Angeles Times
Crossword Puzzle?

You can find it now in
BayLink Monday through

Saturday. On Sundays it will
appear inside a new

Fun & Games section with
other puzzles, games

and comics.

The governor’s proposal calls formoremoney for teachers, election
security and hurricane relief. The next step is up to legislators.

DamianFernandez, who applied to the college as a teen but chose Princeton, will now lead it.
BY MEGAN REEVES
Times Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Damian
J. Fernandez, a chancellor in
the Pennsylvania State Univer-
sity system, will take over as the
new president of Eckerd College
on July 1, the school announced
Monday.
Fernandez, 62, will succeed

Donald R. Eastman III, the
school’s leader for 19 years who
is credited with doubling appli-
cations for admission, increas-
ing on-campus housing and
adding more robust curriculum
options.He steps down June 30.
The search for Eckerd’s fifth

president began before the pub-
lic learned Eastman was leaving
and drew 179 applications from

around the nation. The process
was largely private, so Monday’s
announcement was a surprise
formost.
Addressing the campus for

the first time inside Eckerd’s Fox
Hall, Fernandez shared his long-
held admiration for the private,
liberal arts school. He said that
although he appeared calm,
he was “doing the wild happy
dance” inside.
Then he urged those in atten-

dance to partner with him to
write the “next chapter of our
Eckerd story.”
“This isn’t about me,” Fer-

nandez continued. “This is
an us moment, of shared val-
ues, shared responsibility and

New president accepted again at Eckerd

SCOTT KEELER | Times

New Eckerd College president Damian J. Fernandez was
introduced on Monday. He succeeds Donald R. Eastman III.

BY LAWRENCE MOWER, EMILY L.
MAHONEY AND ELIZABETH KOH
Times/Herald Tallahassee Bureau

Gov. Ron DeSantis on Monday
proposed a record $91.4 billion
state budget for the next fiscal
year, including spending an addi-
tional $1 billion on teacher raises.
The proposed budget is more

than $400 million higher than
the current year and includes
plans to spend millions to pro-
tect the state’s elections systems
and hire hundreds of new prison
guards.

“I think all the stuff we’ve laid
out is doable, possible, and I
think it will make a real impact
with the state of Florida,” DeSan-
tis told reporters on Mon-
day. “We are trying for bolder,
brighter and better, and that’s
just going to be ourmantra.”
The centerpiece of DeSantis’

2020-21 budget are his two pro-
posals to raise the pay of Florida
teachers in an effort mitigate the
state’s teacher shortage.
His pitch is to raise the min-

imum salary for all classroom

teachers to $47,500 and create a
new bonus program for teachers
and principals, announced last
week.
The budget released Monday

provided new details about how
that money would be distrib-
uted, a major question consider-
ing past efforts to raise teacher
salaries by then-Gov. Rick Scott
were stymied at the local level.
State law dictates that any
change in teacher pay must go
through school boards, allowing
for teachers unions to be able to

bargain over the outcome.
DeSantis’ budget would insert

the money for both the raises
and the bonuses into a specific
per-student funding mechanism
with explicit language outlining
how it should be spent.
House Speaker José Oliva,

R-Miami Lakes, generally com-
mended DeSantis’ budget on
Monday, but added that “the
details of his ambitious teacher-
pay program remain obscure —
not a smallmatter.”

DeSantis offers record budget

CHRIS URSO | Times

Florida Gov. Ron DeSantis’ $91.4 billion spending plan is about
$400 million higher than the current year budget.

GIFT TO HELP
PRESERVE
TAMPA’S PAST
TampaBayLightningowner
JeffVinikandhiswife,Penny,
havegiven$1million tohelp
preserve theJacksonHouse,
ahistoricTamparooming
house forAfrican-American
visitorsduringsegregation.The
building is in roughshapeand
recentlyhad tobestabilized
withwoodenbeams.Local, 3A

Campaign brings
Hendrix recognition
Anewhistoricalmarkerwill
be installed thisweekend
inTampatocommemorate
guitaristJimiHendrix,who
performedatCurtisHixonHall
in1968.Local, 5A

California battles
with fire unending
Californiaburns.Alwayshas.
Andover thedecades,Cali-
fornianshavegottengoodat
dealingwithwildfires.Butstill,
the firescome.Focus:The
Environment,12A

Bucs fans, you know
what comes next
Witha3-7 recordafteran
eye-openingdefeat, Tampa
Bay’s final sixgameswon’t
involveaplayoffchase.As
usual, theBucswill beplaying
out theseason trying tobuild
awinningattitude to take into
next year.Sports,1B

INDEX
Astrology F Crossword F

Business 8A Editorials 10A

Classified F Lottery 2A

Comics F Puzzles F

See VAPING, 7A

See BUDGET, 6A

See ECKERD, 9A

8 a.m. Noon 4 p.m. 8 p.m.

More, back page of Sports

Sunshine and nice

64° 71° 68° 61°
10% chance of rain

Known for generosity and geniality, the philanthropist and
ex-banker dies at 77.He changedhis adopted city through giving.

BY CHARLIE FRAGO
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA

D
avid A. Straz Jr. was
already amillionairewhen
he moved from Wiscon-
sin to Tampa in 1980. Then
he spent the next four
decades building an even

greater fortune—one he sharedwith
his newneighbors.
He spent four decades contrib-

uting to philanthropic and artistic
efforts across the Tampa Bay region.
His name iswrit large across the city:
The David A. Straz Jr. Center for the
Performing Arts, David A. Straz Jr.
Hall at the University of Tampa, and
the David A. Straz Jr. Manatee Crit-

ical Care Center at ZooTampa at
Lowry Park.
The 77-year-old philanthropist and

recent mayoral candidate was found
dead Monday near Homosassa,
about an 80-minute drive north of
Tampa. He was on a fishing trip with
close friendswhenhewas discovered
early in themorning, said his spokes-
man JarrodHolbrook.
Mr. Straz took on an even greater

profile when he ran for mayor of
Tampa. This spring, he finished
second to Mayor Jane Castor. He
described himself as a businessman
who would help East Tampa and
other neighborhoods neglected by
previous mayors. He said he knew
how to run a business and could

make the citymore efficient.
He spent millions on the race,

including carpeting television with
ads showing his smiling face and
often holding a broom.
The broom harkened back to his

beginnings as a country banker,
where he swept the floors himself.
He also used it as a symbol of clean-
ing up what he called waste and
fraud at CityHall.
“I love our city,” Mr. Straz told the

Tampa Bay Times when he entered
the mayor’s race in 2018. “And I’ve
been fortunate enough to be able to
give back to our city financially and
culturally over the last few years as
a result of my business success. And

DAVID A. STRAZ JR. | 1942 - 2019

TAMPA’S BENEFACTOR

Times

David A. Straz Jr. had never run for office before joining the race for Tampa mayor in 2018. Despite vowing to spend
whatever it took, he lost the race to Jane Castor, who spoke of his “indelible contributions to this city.”

See STRAZ, 4A


