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The Hip Hop 
Nutcracker
NOV 24

Peter Pan and Tinker Bell: 
A Pirate’s Christmas
DEC 13-23

On Your Feet!
JAN 15-20

The Wizard 
of Oz
FEB 8-10

A Bronx Tale
FEB 12-17









































Donors, partners, art 
lovers, businesses, 
community partners 

– even KISS impersonators – 
rocked out at TPAC Gala to 
support Tennessee Performing 
Arts Center. 

TPAC Gala provides critical 
funding for TPAC’s expansive 
work in arts education, a 
variety of programs that 
expose students to world class 
performances, aid teachers 
with valuable resources and 
training, send teaching artists 
into classrooms, to improve 
learning, and more.

Gower Elementary teacher and 
2018 TPAC Teacher of the Year 
Miya Robertson shared her 
first-hand account of how 
TPAC empowers teachers, 
encourages students, and 
enriches the community.

“On behalf of students, 
educators, parents, and 
community members and 
leaders across Tennessee, 
thank you for investing in  
the future of so many students  
and educators in all that you 
do for TPAC,” Robertson said.  
“We are better artists and 
citizens because of your  
support and care.”

TPAC also presented John 
Cody, former Executive Vice 
President and Chief Operating 
Officer of BMI, Inc., and 
Bridgestone Americas with its 
highest honor, the Applause 
Award, in recognition for their 
longstanding commitment to 
TPAC’s mission.

Cody, who served on TPAC’s 
Board of Directors from 2007 
to 2016, including two years 
as chair from 2010 to 2012, 
regularly applied his skills 
to major projects like TPAC's 
historic step to launch a 
national tour of 9 to 5 with 
Dolly Parton in 2010.

“Whether on stage or in the 
classroom, TPAC creates 
moments every day in which 
audiences are transported to 
incredible places and student 
learning is transformed 
by the arts,” Cody said. 
“I’m honored to accept 
the Applause Award, and 
I look forward to new 
opportunities to assist TPAC.”

For 30 years, Bridgestone 
Americas Trust Fund has 
helped students to attend 
the Humanities Outreach in 
Tennessee Season for 
Young People. 

TPAC Gala was co-chaired by 
Micaela and Sam Reed and 
Katherine and Chris Spencer, 
with help from reservation 
co-chair Julie Boehm, auction 
chair Abby Bass, and floral 
designer Phillipe Chadwick 
of Electric Flora.

Delta Dental of Tennessee 
was the title sponsor of 
TPAC Gala with additional 
sponsors including Barbara 
and Jack Bovender, Blue Cross 
Blue Shield of Tennessee, 
Dollar General Corporation, 
Earl Swensson Associates, 
Gannett, HCA/TriStar Health, 
JohnsonPossKirby, MEDHOST, 
Nissan North America, 
Phillips Printing, 
Vanderbilt University, 
and Woodmont 
Investment Council. 

“The arts 
impact our lives 
in many unique 

ways, often before 
someone ever 

takes the stage. 
Applied to learning 
at all ages, the arts     
build empathy and 

collaboration,  
transform 
classroom 

engagement,  
and unlock 

understanding, 
critical thinking, 

and overall 
development. Our 

honorees understand 
that arts access and arts 
education are essential 

to the enrichment 
and success of our 

community.”
– Kathleen O’Brien

TPAC President and CEO

Let’s Rock! 
TPAC Honors Bridgestone 
Americas and John Cody 
with Applause Awards

Board of Directors from 2007 
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Q: You are also presenting two 
in-school tours. What titles are 
touring and why?

RCW: The Curious Picnic is 
our first foray into touring a 
short piece created for young 
children. Created by local 
playwright Carolyn German, 
it’s a lively story about a girl 
getting ready for a picnic. 
Physics, sound, airspeed, 
electricity, problem-solving, 
and all kinds of things are 
embedded in the action. 

Our in-school tours of A 
Christmas Carol are very 
popular. Mark Cabus adapted 
it from the Charles Dickens’ 
classic, a title with a universally 
embraced message about 
kindness and self-reflection. It’s 
an exemplary work of art by an 
exemplary artist who connects 
so beautifully with young 
people with great fun.  
 
Q: A Christmas Carol will be 
offered at TPAC as well?

RCW: A Christmas Carol can 
be performed without any 
special lighting, which is 
why it’s perfect for in-school 
performances. But we’re 
presenting two performances 
at TPAC where we can seat 
more students and add lighting 
effects. This is a great field trip 
opportunity during the holiday 
season and before winter break. 

Q: What do STAND and the 
Fisk Jubilee Singers® bring to 
student audiences?

RCW: We’re so lucky to have 
in Nashville the Fisk Jubilee 
Singers®, under the direction of 
Dr. Paul Kwami. The ensemble 
is world-renowned, touring 
internationally since the late 
1800s. We have the distinct 
honor of presenting them to 
students every year. 

STAND is a powerful work 
connected to a real-life 
relationship between a 
homeless man and a volunteer 
at Nashville’s Room in the 
Inn. The play is a unique, 
compassionate, and compelling 
look at homelessness and 
addiction, causing us to 
examine how we deal with 
these challenges as individuals 
and as a community.

Q: Another music performance 
is the exciting Around the 
Americas with 123 Andrés. 
Tell us about it.

RCW: Very young students – 
plus teachers and parents – 
are going to love this show, 
starring Andrés Salguero, an 

accomplished musician who 
has a PhD in music education 
and plays multiple instruments.  
He and his band connect with 
young audiences, taking them 
on a musical journey through 
the Americas. They encourage 
audience interaction on the 
geography, heritage, and 
culture of Latin America. You 
can expect a lot of singing 
along and maybe a little 
dancing, too. It’s a great way for 
students to learn and practice 
English and Spanish as well. 

Q: Young audiences will 
recognize The Rainbow Fish, 
a popular book written and 
illustrated by Marcus Pfister 
that is adapted for the stage. 
What can they expect? 

RCW: Three stories about 
The Rainbow Fish and his 
friends in the sea are told 
with stunning beauty, while 
imparting messages about 
sharing, friendship, kindness, 
and not judging others by their 
appearance. Mermaid Theatre 
has adapted the books of Eric 
Carle and Leo Lionni, and we’re 
excited to have them back. 
They bring the best in young 
literature to life with some of 
the most amazing puppetry 
and lighting we’ve ever seen. 
Teachers love their shows as 
much as the kids.

Q: Do you have any closing 
thoughts?

RCW: I think you can see why 
this season will energize and 
inspire young people. Arts 
education sets the stage for 
meaningful learning today and 
contributes to creative thinking 
and problem-solving we’ll 
need tomorrow. We want art 
to set students on a pathway 
of discovery as they learn and 
grow. I hope teachers will 
continue to see the value in 
bringing their students to see 
performances at TPAC. 
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TPAC’s Humanities Outreach 
in Tennessee Season for 

Young People leads student 
audiences to new worlds 

and helps teachers expand 
classroom learning with:
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A variety of 
performances 
from national, 
international, and 
local artists 
curated for school 
groups and students 
pre-K to 12th grade;

Ticket subsidies and 
travel grants to ensure 
no child from public, 
private, and home 
school settings 
is turned away for  
inability to pay;

Special needs 
accommodations 
for students with 
visual, auditory, 
sensory, and physical 
limitations; and

Performance 
guidebooks, post-show 
TalkBacks, printable 
aids, and other 
educational resources  
to expand on the 
theatrical experience. 
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Tegan Marie, Garrett Clayton Join 
Star-filled ‘Peter Pan and Tinker Bell – 
A Pirate’s Christmas’ December 13-23

TICKETS: 
TPAC.org  
615-782-4040

IF YOU GO:
DEC 13-23, 2018
TPAC’s Polk Theater
505 Deaderick St.

What’s Next? 
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Country phenom Tegan Marie and 
Disney Channel’s Garrett Clayton 
(Teen Beach Movie, Hairspray Live!) 
join Seinfeld star John O’Hurley, 
Broadway star and recording artist 
Diana DeGarmo, So You Think You 
Can Dance alum Clarice Ordaz, and 
Ben Giroux (Nickelodeon’s Henry 
Danger) in Peter Pan and Tinker Bell 
– A Pirate’s Christmas at TPAC’s Polk 
Theater December 13-23.

Take off on a wild quest with 
Tinker Bell (DeGarmo), Wendy 
(Marie), and Peter Pan (Clayton)  
as they try to put a stop to the  
plot of some dastardly pirates  
who plan to kidnap Peter as a 
Christmas present to Captain  
Hook (O’Hurley).

This star-filled interactive 
production by Lythgoe Family 

Panto blends fairytales, comedy, 
dancing, contemporary songs, 
and local references to create an 
unforgettable theatre experience 
for the holidays. 

Cheer for Peter Pan, Boo Captain 
Hook and sing-a-long to songs 
from Bruno Mars, Faith Hill, and 
many more!

Directed by Broadway’s BT 
McNichol (Cabaret, Spamalot) 
and choreographed by Spencer 
Liff (Head Over Heels, Deaf West 
Broadway Revival of Spring 
Awakening, and So You Think You 
Can Dance), Peter Pan and Tinker 
Bell also features local actors 
Jackson Nolan, of Franklin, TN, and 
Andrew Hansen, of Murfreesboro, 
TN, sharing the role of John and 
Alan Harrisohn Foeder, of Franklin, 

TN, and Lucas Shane, of Hermitage, 
TN, sharing the role of Michael.

Known for their creativity and 
involvement in television hits 
American Idol and So You Think 
You Can Dance, the Lythgoes  
are dedicated to bringing  
affordable theatre to families 
across America and creating a 
memorable experience a family 
can share together. 

Make this your family’s new fun 
holiday tradition! 

Single tickets to Peter Pan and 
Tinker Bell – A Pirate’s Christmas 
start at $35, or get a four-pack 
of tickets for $99 at TPAC.org, by 
phone at 615-782-4040, and at the 
TPAC Box Office. For groups of 10  
or more, call 615-782-4060. 
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