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AROUND THE WORLD WITH LEXUS HYBRIDS 

 
Blending Luxury, Performance and Economy 
 
A luxury hybrid is by no means an oxymoron. What the division has 
learned is that the Lexus Hybrid Drive enhances performance while still 
delivering improved fuel economy. 
 
As a result, since the RX 400h was launched in 2005 as the first Lexus 
hybrid and the world’s first luxury hybrid, the global line has grown to 
include seven hybrid models.   

 
LEXUS RX 450h 

Launched as the RX 400h in 2005 as the first luxury hybrid vehicle in the 
world, the RX 450h combines car-inspired ride and handling with the 
utility of an SUV. The latest iteration features a class-leading EPA rating of 
combined 30 mpg while delivering 295 horsepower from its 3.5-liter V-
6 engine teamed with electric motors. The RX 450h can be equipped in 
either front- or all-wheel drive configurations. It’s the first hybrid fitted 
with Intelligent Shift Control, a system that detects whether you are 
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travelling uphill or downhill and automatically provides optimal engine 
response to maximize fuel economy and performance. 
 

 
LEXUS GS 450h 
 
Like the range-topping LS 
600h L, the GS 450h puts a 
premium on performance, 
offering the most power and 
quickest acceleration in this 
line of executive class sedans. 
The GS 450h employs an 
Atkinson Cycle 3.5-liter V-6, 
which when combined with 
electric hybrid drive 
produces 338 horsepower 
delivered to the rear wheels. 

The car is capable of accelerating from 0-60 mph in 5.6 seconds (0.1 
seconds quicker than the other models in the line) and yet delivers 34 
mpg on the highway and a combined average of 31 mpg. The F Sport 
model, launched in 2012, is the world’s first vehicle that integrates 
Dynamic Rear Steering (DRS), Variable Gear Ratio Steering (VGRS) and 
Electric Power Steering (EPS). 
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LEXUS LS 600h L 
 
This flagship of the Lexus line uses hybrid power to offer outstanding 
performance and yet delivers a combined 20 mpg that is 1 mpg higher 
than the LS 460. The LS 600h L combines a 5.0-liter V-8 with an electric 
motor to generate 438 total horsepower, which generates a 0-60 time of 
5.6 seconds. The long-wheelbase sedan offers a luxurious ride, 
roadholding all-wheel drive and a dynamic powertrain.  
 
 
 

LEXUS HS 250h 
 
This compact 4-door 
sedan, currently only sold 
in Japan, was the first 
dedicated hybrid in the 
Lexus lineup and the 
world’s first luxury car 
available exclusively with 
a hybrid powertrain when 
it launched in July 2009. It 
was sold for two model 
years in the U.S. before 

being succeeded by the CT 200h. The front-drive package uses a 2.4-
liter 4-cylinder engine, which puts out 187 horsepower when combined 
with the electric motor. The HS 250h also introduced the Drive Mode 
Select system, which allows the car to be operated in pure EV mode at 
up to 20 mph, Eco for maximum fuel economy, and Power for maximum 
performance. An all-new version of the Toyota Sai, the sister vehicle of 
the next generation of the HS, is due out on Thursday, September 5. 
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LEXUS CT 200h 
 
Launched worldwide in 2011, the CT was the world’s first full hybrid 
vehicle in the premium compact segment.  This European-inspired 
design features a 5-door body configuration and is the only dedicated 
hybrid in the U.S. Lexus lineup.  In addition to the standard CT 200h, the 
CT F Sport offers a tuned suspension and 17-inch 10-spoke alloy wheels. 
All CT models are rated at an EPA combined 42 mpg. In addition to 
providing a high level of fuel economy, the CT is also a driver’s car, 
thanks to its fully-independent suspension and its Drive Mode Select 
system that allows you to operate primarily in EV, Eco, Normal and Sport 
modes. 
 

LEXUS ES 300h 
 
This front-drive family 
sedan starts at just under 
$40,000 and offers EPA 
combined 40 mpg from 
its 2.5-liter four-cylinder 
engine and 200 
combined horsepower 
with the hybrid system. 
Like the GS and LS, the 
ES 300h offers a unique 
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sustainable Bamboo wood trim and advanced safety from a class-leading 
standard 10-airbag system. In addition to providing excellent fuel 
economy, the ES 300h has earned SULEV status (super ultra low 
emission vehicle), which means it emits 90 percent fewer emissions than 
that of a comparable gasoline-powered vehicle. 
 
 

LEXUS IS 300h 
 
The hybrid version of 
Lexus’ performance rear-
drive sport sedan is sold 
in Europe and Japan and 
was introduced this year 
as a 2014 model. It 
produces a combined 
220 horsepower from its 
nickel-metal hydride 
battery pack and electric 
motors and is capable of 

accelerating to 62 mph (100 kph) in 8.3 seconds and has a top speed of 
125 mph. The car is available in a variety of trim levels including the 
performance-oriented F Sport, which features larger wheels and tires 
and a tauter suspension.     
 
 


