
**NOTE:  All chronology dates are model year, unless noted otherwise.  CY refers to 
“Calendar Year.”** 

 
HIGHLANDER 

 
Series Chronology 
 
2001 - Highlander is introduced and is Toyota’s second entry in the popular mid-size SUV 

segment, which includes 4Runner. 
2001 - Car and Driver’s “Best Large Sport Utility Vehicle” 
2001 - Popular Science’s “2001 Best of What’s New” award in the Cars category. 
2001 - Named one of Car and Driver’s 5 Best Trucks  
2002 - Highlander carries over with minor interior improvements. 
2002 - Winner of 2002 American Automobile Association Auto Guide Award for “SUV under 

$25,000” 
2002 - AutoPacific’s Vehicle Satisfaction Score (VSS) award for Mid-Size SUV (tied with Hyundai 

Santa Fe) 
2002 - Consumer Reports names Highlander “Best Midsized SUV” 
2002 - Consumer Reports Top Pick for Midsized SUV 
2002 - J.D. Power and Associates Initial Quality Study (IQS) award in the Midsize SUV segment 
2002 - Among Consumer Guide’s Best Buy Midsize Sport-Utility Vehicles 
2003 - Among Consumer Guide’s Best Buy Midsize Sport-Utility Vehicles 
2004 - Highlander receives freshened front and rear styling, increased power and performance, 

added safety features, and numerous interior enhancements.   
2004 - “Best Bet” - The Car Book 2004 
2004 - Highlander named “Best Vehicles for $25,000 or Less,” SUVs – Consumer Reports 
2004 - Among Consumer Guide’s Best Buy Midsize Sport-Utility Vehicles 
2005 - Highlander Hybrid is introduced – world’s first 7-passenger hybrid SUV. 
2005 - Among Consumer Guide’s 2005 Best Buys Midsize SUV 
2005 - Highlander 2WD named “Best SUV Value Under $28,000”- IntelliChoice’s Best  Overall 
Value of the Year Award  
2005 - Consumer Reports “Most Reliable ” – Sport-Utility Vehicles 
2005 - Among Consumer Guide’s 2006 Best Buys Midsize SUVs 
2006 - “Greener Choices 2006” and “Best of 2006” – American Council for an Energy- 

  Efficient Economy 
2006 - “Best Value in America” for Midsize SUV under $30,000 – Vincentric 
2006 - “Most Significant New Truck Introduction, Chicago Auto Show,” Consumer Guide 
2008 - Second-generation Highlander introduced. 
2008 - Among Best SUVs for “Best Family Cars” Award – Edmunds.com/Parents Magazine. 
2008 - Named “Best New Crossover” by Kiplinger’s Personal Finance Magazine 
2008 - AutoPacific and Intellichoice.com’s Motorist Choice Awards for Premium Mid-Size     
           Crossover SUV 
2009 - Highlander gains all-new 2.7-liter four-cylinder engine on 2WD Base models  
2009 - Named an Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) “TOP SAFETY PICK” 
2009 - U.S. News & World Report 2009 Best Car for the Money awards - “Best Midsize                     
 Crossover for the Money” 
2010 – Kelly Blue Book “Best Resale Value: Mid-Size Utility Vehicle” 
2010 – Named “Best In Class” among Large and Midsize Crossovers in Kiplinger’s Personal 

Finance  “2010 Best Values in New Cars & SUV’s” 
2010 – Named Edmunds.com 2010 Consumers Top Rated® Vehicle Award winner for SUVs  
            priced from $25k-$35k 



2010 – Kiplinger’s 2010 Best Value Award 
2013 – AutoPacific “Vehicle Satisfaction Award” Premium Mid-Size Crossover SUV 
2014 - Third-generation Highlander is launched 
2014 - AutoPacific “Vehicle Satisfaction Award” Premium Mid-Size Crossover SUV 
 
The 2001 Highlander gave Toyota a second entry in the popular mid-size SUV segment, which 
includes 4Runner.  Highlander, built with unibody construction, was available with either two- or 
four-wheel drive and was powered by either an all-aluminum four-cylinder or V6 engine. The 
3.0L, DOHC, 24-valve, V6 engine with VVT-i delivered an impressive 220 hp at 5,800 rpm and 
222 lb-ft of torque at 4,400 rpm. The 2.4L, DOHC, 16-valve, 4-cylinder engine with VVT-i 
produced 155 hp at 5,600 rpm and 163 lb-ft of torque at 4,000 rpm.  Both engines carried low 
emission vehicle (LEV) EPA certification. 

All Highlanders were equipped with a four-speed electronically controlled automatic 
transmission with snow mode. 

The 2002 Highlander featured a new standard center console.  

The 2003 Highlander carried over with no changes.  

For 2004, Toyota extensively enhanced Highlander, increasing power and performance, adding 
safety features and offering a new third row seat in specific models. The 2004 Highlander also 
gained freshened front and rear exterior styling and numerous interior enhancements. 

The 2005 Highlander carried over with a few interior and exterior enhancements.  Front side 
airbags and front and second-row roll-sensing side-curtain airbags became available on all models.  
New standard features for the Highlander included roof rack with cross bars, remote keyless entry, 
and tonneau cover.  A windshield wiper de-icer grid became standard on Limited models and 
optional on all other models.    

The Highlander carried over for 2006. 

For 2007 the Highlander carried over with redesigned front headlamps.  Four-cylinder models 
gained LEV2 emission status.  Driver and front passenger seat-mounted side airbags and front 
and second-row side-curtain airbags become standard. 

For 2008, Highlander was completely redesigned. It is nearly four inches longer and three 
inches wider than the 2007 version, with an inch more ground clearance and three inches of 
additional wheelbase. Power was derived from a new 3.5L quad-cam V6 with dual independent 
variable valve timing with intelligence (Dual VVT-i) that delivered 270 horsepower and 248 lb-ft 
of torque at 4,700 RPM. The engine was mated to a five-speed Super ECT (Super Intelligent 
Electronically Controlled) transmission.  

The 2008 Highlander came with Toyota’s Star Safety System™, which included enhanced 
Vehicle Stability Control (VSC) and Traction Control (TRAC), an antilock brake system (ABS) 
with Electronic Brake-force Distribution (EBD) and Brake Assist (BA). The Highlander Hybrid 
went a step further by employing a Vehicle Dynamics Integrated Management (VDIM) system 
designed to enhance handling, traction and braking systems that normally react to vehicle 
driving conditions by anticipating tire slippage before a skid, slide or wheel spin occurs and 
making corrections in a smooth, progressive way.  



Non-hybrid Highlanders was also equipped with a straight-line steering feature, and all 
Highlanders also incorporated a corner braking feature. Hill-Start Assist Control, which was 
designed to help prevent the vehicle from rolling backwards from a stop when traveling up a 
steep hill, and Downhill Assist Control also were part of the 2008 Highlander package. 

Highlander’s interior measured more than four inches longer, front-to-back, and was also wider, 
than that of the previous iteration. This increased space enabled designers and engineers to 
provide additional room between each of the three rows of seats. 

Highlander’s total of seven airbags included advanced front driver and front passenger airbags, 
driver and front passenger seat-mounted side airbags and a driver’s knee airbag. Roll-sensing 
curtain airbags helped to protect the occupants of all three rows in the event of certain side 
collisions or vehicle rollovers.  

Highlander featured new dual Optitron gauges accentuated in red. The Base and Sport grades 
featured a center console, shift knob with silver-painted accents and front driver and passenger 
assist grips on the Sport grade also accented in silver-painted trim. The center console, shift 
knob and assist grip on the Limited grade feature satin-mahogany wood grain-style trim. 

On all models except Base, Highlander featured a standard stand-alone backup camera with a 
multi-information display that was not tied to a navigation system. 

Highlander was available in Base, Sport and Limited grades in both two-wheel and full-time 
four-wheel-drive models.  

For 2009, the value-driven 2WD Base grade Highlander received a new fuel-efficient four-
cylinder engine.  All other grades carried over unchanged.    

The 2010 Highlander carried over largely unchanged.  The base grade V6 received an optional 
backup monitor on the multi-information display and the Base grade four-cylinder received an 
optional power/tilt slide moonroof.   

Toyota has significantly revised its popular Highlander and Highlander Hybrid crossover sport 
utility vehicles for 2011, adding enhanced styling, new amenities and user technology. Brake 
override technology was added as standard equipment. 

The Highlander’s 2.7-liter four-cylinder engine, which was available only in the Highlander Base 
grade model for 2010, was now also offered in the SE, the most popular grade (2WD only).  

Highlander carried over unchanged for the 2012 model year.  

The Toyota Highlander and Highlander Hybrid models offer additional value for 2013 with more 
standard equipment, new option packages and audio systems. A new Highlander Plus model 
grade replaces the former Tech Package and adds numerous popular features, including a rear 
back-up camera. 

The 2013 Highlander and Highlander Hybrid models featured changes to standard and optional 
multi-media technology for 2013, with Display Audio made standard on Highlander, SE and 
Highlander Plus grades; the Highlander Hybrid now included as standard Display Audio with 
Navigation and the Entune™ multimedia package. 

The all-new third-generation 2014 Toyota Highlander mid-size launched early in the 2014 
calendar year.  The new Highlander featured an all-new exterior design that conveyed both 



refinement and strength, complementing a new interior that raised the bar in the mid-size SUV 
segment.  With three-row seating for up to eight, an array of standard features, a host of 
available in-cabin technologies, and increased cargo capacity, the new Highlander offered a 
nuanced  balance of style, comfort and utility.  The total package was capped off with three 
powertrain choices: a fuel-efficient four-cylinder engine a powerful V6 with a new six-speed 
transmission that will produce excellent all-around capability, and a V6-powered Hybrid Synergy 
Drive powertrain for enhanced mileage and fewer emissions. 

Coming off its next-generation launch in 2014, the 2015 Highlander carried over virtually 
unchanged. 

The 2016 Highlander carries over virtually unchanged. 

What does it mean? 

Highlander conveys images of power and ruggedness.  

Where is it built? 

All Highlanders (including global production and hybrid models) are be built exclusively at the 
Toyota Motor Manufacturing, Indiana plant in Princeton, Indiana. 
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