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Key points 

 Europe has become the epicentre of the virus although according to the World Health 

Organisation this is now shifting to the United States. Almost all European countries 

have confirmed cases.  

 There are a wide variety of restrictions on both international and domestic travel and 

movement across Europe including in all major European economies. This affects 

travel to all affected destinations, as well as outbound travel from all major markets.  

 Our new baseline outlook assumes that the impact on travel lasts for eight months 

although considerable uncertainty still surrounds the potential duration of travel bans. 

Globally this will reduce travel by 39%. For Europe the new baseline also sees a 

reduction in travel of 39% with 287 million fewer international arrivals. 

 France is the most heavily impacted European country in volume terms with nearly 38 

million fewer inbound visits in 2020 although the largest percentage impact is in Italy 

(49.0%). Spain is also heavily affected and these three important destinations will 

account for around one-third of the fall in European international arrivals.  

 While rapid recovery is expected in 2021, 2019 volumes of international travel are not 

expected to be regained until 2023, as lingering effects on income impact on travel.  

 Domestic travel will be less affected than international travel with a decline of 23% 

expected in 2020. Domestic movement restrictions will be removed before the lifting of 

international travel restrictions while there will be some substitution of domestic travel.  

 

Note: the prior upside and downside scenarios were published on 16th March; and the new baseline was 

published more recently on 27th March. 

To access the full report, please follow this link. 
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There will be 287 

million fewer 

international tourist 

arrivals to Europe in 

2020 than in 2019. 
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