SAVE the

DATE

Harris County ESD 13
Cypress Creek Fire Department
PUBLICATION

M A Y

S A LES T AX ELECT ION
WWW.CYPRESSCREEKFIRE.COM 1

Harris County
Emergency Services
District 13 may not
be a household
name, but we expect
you know the
Cypress Creek Fire
Department.
Harris County Emergency
Services District No. 13
(ESD13) is the local
governmental entity that
collects real property taxes to
fund and provide emergency
response and fire protection in
our community. You probably
have seen the fire trucks in our
neighborhoods that say
Cypress Creek Fire Department.
That’s ESD13, and that’s your
local fire department!
An ESD is governed by a locally
elected Board. There are five
ESD commissioners, and they
are residents of the ESD13
community.
These Commissioners have
called an election for May 4th
asking voters to consider a
proposition to allow ESD13 to
impose a local sales tax of one
percent (1%). This would raise
the sales tax only in those areas
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which don't already collect
8.25% from 7.25% to 8.25%.
Many purchases in commercial
shopping areas will not be
affected because a large
portion of these areas already
have partnerships with local
water districts and the City of
Houston to collect the
maximum 8.25% sales tax
allowed by law.
Sales tax is collected when a
person purchases a taxable
item. The maximum sales tax
that can be collected is 8.25%.
Of that amount, 7.25% goes to
the Harris County and the State
of Texas, and 1% is reserved for
cities and local jurisdictions
such as Emergency Service
Districts (fire departments).
Within the Cypress Creek Fire
Department area, it is projected
that if the ballot measure passes
the additional penny would raise
approximately $1.1 million a
year in additional funding.
The sales tax election is an
important issue for the residents
of the district. The results of this
election will impact the services
ESD13 and Cypress Creek Fire
Department offer in the future.
Historically voter turnout for
these kinds of elections is very
low. Knowledge of the election

and the issue at hand is an
important factor in voter turnout.
The ESD wants all the eligible
registered voters in the district to
know about the election and to
have information about the issue
being voted upon. To this end,
ESD13 has produced and is
mailing this newsletter to all
households within the district
with at least one registered voter,
which is 23,500 households.

When/where is the sales tax
election?
All Early Voting and Election Day
Voting will be held at the Cypress
Creek Fire Department
Administration Building located at
11900 Cypress N. Houston Road,
Cypress, Texas 77429.
Early Voting will be available from
April 22, 2019, through April 30,
2019, from 9:00 a.m., to 5:00 p.m.,
EXCEPT on Saturday, April 27th when
early voting will conclude at 3:00
p.m. Also, there is no early voting
available on Sunday, April 28th.

Election Day will be on Saturday,
May 4, 2019, from 7:00 a.m.,
until 7:00 p.m.

Growth

drives demand
for emergency
services
In 1980, the area served by Cypress Creek Fire
Department had a population of about 19,000
residents. Since that time, the population of the
District has grown steadily and the department has
grown to meet the needs of the District. Currently,
ESD 13 and Cypress Creek Fire Department are
responsible for serving approximately 80,000
residents within 25 square miles of unincorporated
Harris County. Recent residential and commercial
developments have created additional demand for
Department services.
Three new residential developments have been
built in the District near the Sam Houston Race
Park in the last few years. As a result, more homes
are served by Cypress Creek Fire Department than
ever before. The addition of Station 25 will serve
these new developments.
In addition to residential development, convenient
transportation to shipping centers along Beltway 8
and the newly-improved Hwy. 290 have also drawn
commercial development. Hines is building the
Cedar Port IV Distribution Center, which is a 107acre facility near the race track that will include a
one million square foot IKEA distribution center.
Home Depot has begun development of a
distribution center at the Grand National Business
Park near Gessner Road and Beltway 8. At the same
time, a new 84,000 square foot distribution center is
expected to be completed in 2020 in the same area.
While these new developments provide new
housing options and job opportunities for our
community, they also place additional demands on
the Department. District fire trucks respond to an
average of two motor vehicle accidents per day
near Beltway 8. Additionally, once the new
distribution centers are online, the District is

required to provide emergency response services
to those businesses and its employees as well.
The 1% sales tax will fund for the Cypress Creek
Fire Department a new station to serve this
southern portion of the District, which benefits the
entire District as well as this rapidly growing area
of the District. These new businesses, as well as
the employees and customers traveling to these
new business, would fund through a sales tax the
resulting expenses for the additional station,
people and equipment in their area as well as the
entire District.
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What does
1 penny get you?
The proposed increase in the
sales tax would generate 1 cent
for every dollar spent in those
places not currently charging
8.25% sales tax. How does it
work? A cup of coffee which

sales tax too, everyone shares in
the cost of the services Cypress
Creek Fire Department provides.

sells for $3.00 already has a tax
added equal to 7.25%. At that
rate, the total cost at the
register is $3.22. If the ESD 13
sales tax proposition were to
pass, that cup of coffee would
now cost $3.25.

13? The plan is to use the sales
taxes collected to fund the
following fire department goals:

Currently, the ESD is only funded
by property taxes so business
and people who live in the
District pay the taxes that fund
the department. But, a lot of
people require rescue services
that don’t live in the District
because they travel here for work
or are otherwise just visiting. By
asking those people to pay the
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So, what does the money from
that cup of coffee mean for ESD

• Increase the staffing levels at the
fire stations to match the growth in
the service area.
• Remodel and modernize existing
fire station facilities.
• Construct one additional fire
station in the Beltway 8/Sam
Houston Race Park area.
• Purchase one new fire engine for
the new fire station.
• Replace the 2005 year model
Ladder truck with a new model.
• Replace the 2006 year model
reserve engine with a new model.
By adding these people,
station, and equipment, it is
hoped Cypress Creek Fire
Department will be able to
decrease response times and
have more personnel available
to respond to emergencies

funding would be to allow ESD 13
to build and staff an additional
fire station in the Beltway 8/Sam
Houston Race Park area. The
intention is to provide currently
under-serviced areas with a
nearby response and lower
overall response times within the
community no matter where
someone lives.
In the BEFORE map, the areas in
green represent an expected
response within a 7 minute
driving time from an existing
ESD 13 Cypress Creek Fire
station. That means that from
the time the call is dispatched
at the station, the firefighters
can reach the emergency within
7 minutes 90% of the time.
Factors such as traffic, weather
and the time of day for the call
can impact these response
times. However, the areas in
red represent portions of the
territory with a drive time
greater than 7 minutes from a
fire station. The area in the
lower right can be further
affected by trains and other
ongoing construction.

within our community.

As you can see in the AFTER

One of the most important
objectives for this additional

map, the addition of the fifth fire
station is expected to reduce
response time in an area of the

District that is heavily-populated
and impacted by commercially
oriented traffic.
To staff the fifth station (which
would be known as Station 25),
ESD 13 has budgeted $835,000
per year (using 2019 fiscal
models). The selected land and
station construction financing
payment is budgeted at
$400,000 per year for Station
25, for a total project budgeted
cost of $5 Million.
Collectively, the total annual
costs for the new station and
staffing would more than likely
use most of the sales tax
revenue generated, and the
District would need to obtain a
loan to finance the fire truck
apparatus costs of
approximately $750,000 for the
new engine truck and about
$1.1 million for the new ladder
truck. These trucks are custom
built and usually last between
10 – 15 years depending on
how often they are used. There
are other recurring costs such
as insurance, utilities, supplies,
maintenance, personnel
training, firefighter gear, and
equipment, but those costs
would continue to be funded
from normal ESD revenues.

What does
staffing mean?
Four firefighters will be assigned
to Station 25 on each of the
three shifts. A shift consists of
one Captain, one Driver

Operator, and two Firefighters.
The Captain, Driver Operator,
and one firefighter will be
trained to the Texas
Commission on Fire Protection
and EMT-B certified level. The
one additional firefighter will be
at least NFPA Firefighter I
certified. The majority of the
Cypress Creek Fire Department
firefighters also have EMT-B or
higher certifications.

Keeping the penny in
the District
The issue before the voters on
May 4th is to grant ESD13 and
the Cypress Creek Fire
Department the 1% sales tax in
areas that are currently only
charging 7.25%. There are
already significant commercial
portions of the district charging
8.25%. In those areas the 8.25%
tax is being imposed under a
Strategic Partnership
Agreement (SPA) or Limited
Purpose Annexation (LPA)
typically between a Municipal
Utility District (MUD) and the
City of Houston. The SPA/LPA
does not require voter approval
and a portion of those sales tax
(usually 50%) are paid to the
City of Houston.
ESD13 and Cypress Creek Fire
Department are asking the voters
to authorize them to impose a 1%
sales tax in the remaining areas
of the district that do not
currently have SPA/LPA. This
would disincentivize the City of
Houston from enacting any
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and the sales taxes collected by
the Fire Department would fund
services in our area.
If the sales tax proposition were
to pass, the extra sales tax penny
added on every dollar of sales
can only be spent locally in the
Cypress Creek Fire Department
and ESD 13 community. Please
remember that right now you pay
all of the costs for these
emergency services through your
property taxes. The property tax
you pay for emergency and fire
rescue responses is 10 cents per
$100 or $150 on a $150,000
taxable residence value or a little
more than $12 a month.
This sales tax is
NOT A PROPERTY TAX. It is a
sales tax that would be paid
not just by residents like you,
but also visitors to the area as
well. Non-resident consumers
would be contributing to the
Cypress Creek Fire Department
and ESD 13 costs through this
sales tax revenue to bolster the
plans to address staffing and
apparatus costs.
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What if
the sales tax
proposition
does not pass?
Whether or not the sales tax measure passes,
we will continue looking for an appropriate
piece of land to build a future Station 25. If
additional funds are not available at the time
construction is scheduled to start, the ESD
Board of Commissioners will need to make
some decisions about how to reallocate the
personnel and apparatus that currently operate
out of Station 22 in order to staff the new
station 25. In such an event, Station 22 would
possibly be retired as an active fire station and
the building could be used as an
administration building or for other purposes
such as training or maintenance. Regardless
of the election outcome, the area growth, and
incident call volume in the southern section of
ESD13 needs to be addressed.
There are other measures that the District can take
as well. It is possible for apparatus replacement
cycles to be extended, but this typically results in
higher maintenance costs and worse, more times
when a truck is down. When a fire truck is down,
that isn’t like when your vehicle is in the shop.
There isn’t a rental fire truck available to serve the
community. Instead, the Cypress Creek Fire
Department uses the existing trucks differently, but
this difference, of course, causes more wear and
tear on the rest of the fleet.
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The District can also reduce certain programs such
as high water and swift water rescue. These are of
course important services that will still exist, but
such programs may have to be scaled back. After
Hurricane Harvey, the Fire Chief tasked the
Department Operational Chief Officers to come up
with a plan to handle future events. This detailed
plan involves expanding the scope of apparatus
assets and the training of personnel; this plan is
currently in effect and progressing.

The difference between
four or five stations
With the currently available funding sources for the
Department, with four fire stations, Cypress Creek
Fire Department must dispatch all four stations to a
structural fire. When this happens, other neighboring
Departments have agreed under mutual aid
agreements to be “backup companies” to our
stations. These other departments cover our District

while we are responding to a structural fire in our
community. These “backup companies” can take
some time to arrive, especially if they are handling
their own fires. During this time the District is at
elevated risk due to a lack of resources.
With five fire stations, four will be dispatched to
structural fires leaving one station in service to
maintain coverage in the district for calls. The fifth
fire station would also be immediately available to
respond to a structural fire if additional resources
were needed at that incident. We also respond
frequently for calls from other departments for
automatic aid. While we limit the amount of
apparatus that respond to automatic aid calls during
these times our ability to provide service is
diminished. Having the fifth fire station would
provide us with additional capacity to help maintain
service levels during times we are responding to
automatic aid calls.

How do I find out more
about the sales tax election?
ESD13 will host two informational open
houses on April 23rd and April 30th at
Station 24 located at 12073 Perry Road,
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m., to discuss
the emergency services and fire
protection available in your area. Cypress
Creek Fire Department staff, as well as
the District Commissioners, will be in
attendance to answer any questions you
may have about the sales tax election.
We do hope to see you come out and
engage with your Cypress Creek Fire
Department neighbors and service staff!

https://cypresscreekfire.com/election
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Harris County Emergency Services District 13
Cypress Creek Fire Department
11900 Cypress North Houston Rd,
Cypress, TX 77429

MAY 4TH SALES TAX ELECTION INFORMATION INSIDE!
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