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Initiating a Conversation Rubric 
 

Goal:   Student will start a conversation with a peer scoring ____/16 on an Initiating a Conversation Rubric* measured per grading period.   
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Quantitative 
Measure: 

Data driven by the 
last 5 opportunities 
tracked during the 
grading period 
 

No independent demonstration 
of skill. 

Correctly used skill 1-2 times 
independently.  

Correctly used skill 3-4 times 
independently.  

Correctly used skill 5 times 
independently. 

 
Qualitative 
Measure:  

Descriptive 
hierarchy of skill 
development  
 

Student does not 
independently initiate 
conversation with a 
communication partner.  
Student may need a script to 
start topics, and therefore 
conversation is rigid.  Student 
does not understand when to 
time introduction of a 
conversational topic.  Student 
relies on communication 
partner to get the conversation 
going. 

 
Student has difficulty gaining 
the communication partner’s 
attention verbally or 
nonverbally.  Student does 
not understand best timing 
to introduce a conversation 
topic.  Student relies on 
communication partner to 
make a comment to get the 
conversation going.   

Student gains the communication 
partner’s attention verbally (e.g. 
Hi, pays a compliment, enters an 
existing conversation and makes 
a comment) or nonverbally (e.g. 
smile, body proximity, eye 
contact) but doesn’t always wait 
for a response.  Student doesn’t 
always time introduction of topic 
appropriately.  Student relies on 
communication partner to make a 
comment to get the conversation 
going.   

 
Student gains the communication 
partner’s attention verbally (e.g. Hi, 
pays a compliment, enters an existing 
conversation and makes a comment) or 
nonverbally (e.g. smile, body proximity, 
eye contact) and waits for a response.  
Student times introduction of topic 
appropriately.  Student makes a 
comment to get the conversation going.   

 
Level of Support:  

Cues needed for 
successful 
demonstration of 
skill 
 

 
Needs full support from adults 
for success. Needs multiple 
prompts/cues used (auditory, 
visual, gestural, written, 
modeling, etc.). 

 
Needs multiple cueing 
(either frequent repetition of 
one type of cue or 
combination of cueing 
types). 
 

 
Needs only one type of cueing to 
correctly perform skill (e.g. a 
visual cue, a verbal cue, restate 
directions one time, etc.). 

 
Adult cues are similar to others in the 
setting.  Cues are directed toward the 
whole group rather than the individual 
student. 

 
Setting: 

Where the skill is 
successfully being 
used 
 

 
Uses in only in 1 structured 
setting (e.g. speech room) in a 
small group. 

 
Uses in only in 1 structured 
setting (e.g. speech room) in 
a whole group. 

 
Uses in 2 structured settings (e.g. 
speech room, classroom) with 
familiar people. 

 
Uses in at least one structured and one 
unstructured setting with both familiar 
and unfamiliar people (e.g. speech 
room, general education room, special 
ed classroom, playground, lunch). 
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