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About
The Idea Tohula began with a simple idea: It should be easy for every family to 

experience and share the great outdoors, no matter where they live.

The idea is to provide a service to help families find, plan and share great 
outdoor activities, rewarding them in the process.

Belief and Vision At Tohula, we believe that reconnecting with Nature increases sustainability 
awareness, improves health, and strengthen social bonds.

At the core of Tohula is a drive to help people around the World reconnect 
with Nature, and to help eco-friendly organizations who wish to support this 
reconnection.
 
Our vision is to empower everyone, families, associations, and businesses 
to reconnect with Nature, raising awareness of the natural world.

Rewards Tohula users can enter quests to unlock Tohula badges and to get a chance 
to win eco-friendly perks from brands wishing to reward their growing 
relationship with nature.

Market Tohula is initially focusing on the state of Washington as a test market and 
will expand to additional markets based on user feedback, partnership 
opportunities, and user growth.
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About
History Tohula is the brainchild of Matt Lefort and Sebastien Fouillade, two Founder 

Institute graduates, who started this journey in two different corners of the 
World, Paris and Seattle, and with two different companies, Weekenture and 
GeoBongo.

Both entrepreneurs had been long fans of the outdoors and were keen on 
helping families get outside. Matt, an ultra-marathon runner, and Sebastien, 
hiker, cyclist, runner, both developed complementary solutions to make this 
happen.

They found each other in May 2012 through the Founder Institute alumni 
network. After multiple Skype sessions, Matt and Sebastien decided to 
backpack in the mountains of Andorra to determine what joining forces 
would entail. 

As a result, a new company was born, with sharper focus, and a new name: 
Tohula. In the fall of 2012, Sebastien Fouillade left his job at Microsoft to 
focus entirely on Tohula while Matt and his family relocated to Redmond, 
WA.

What's in the name? Tohula (pronounced /tōˈho͞olə/) literally means ”guide there”, as in guiding 
families on the right path to reconnect with nature.

• tohu (Maori): instruct, advise, save the life of, spare, show, indicate, 
point at, point out, guide. Also refers to preservation and 
conservation, core values of Tohula

• là (French): there
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Team
Matt Lefort, 
Co-Founder, 
Business Development

Matt loves nature and technology. He spent the last ten years running 
projects to help build a greener world, from sustainable architecture to eco-
friendly startups. He holds a Master in Management and graduated from the 
Founder Institute in 2010, strengthening his entrepreneurship experience to 
build a better world.

His aim is to empower everyone to raise awareness on nature conservation. 
When he doesn't work, you can find him geocaching with his family, running 
in the mountains, peak bagging, or on the course of a 100 mile endurance 
run.

Sebastien Fouillade, 
Co-Founder, 
Product Development

Sebastien has been involved with business and product development in high 
tech since his first startup in 1995. In 2011, he graduated from the Founder 
Institute launching a concept that would eventually be folded into Tohula. 

Sebastien believes that technology should be used as a way to solve real 
problems and improve lives. He minimizes screen time and spends his free 
time exploring Nature with his family. He is also a fan of barefoot running, 
hiking, yoga and cycling.

Ronan Amicel, 
Technical Advisor

Ronan is a geek and an entrepreneur. He is passionate about news, the 
web, and how technology is changing the way we communicate. He holds a 
PhD in Computer Science, and has been involved in startups since 2002, 
either as co-founder, executive, or advisor. On the adventure side, he likes 
extreme programming, and regularly attends hackathons around the world.

Pascal Campion, 
Modern Family Illustrator

Pascal is responsible for the inspiring artwork found on the Tohula site. He is 
a French-American illustrator and animator. He studied narrative illustration 
at Arts Decoratifs de Strasbourg, in France. He revels in the company of his 
wife and daughter and works in a studio with high ceilings in San Francisco.

Pascal has worked in a wide variety of media, from games, music videos, 
feature films to books.
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Product
Tohula Assistant Online web site, enables families to:

• Find local outdoor adventures scouted by Tohula or added by other 
users or partners 

• Track their activities
• Participate in Tohula quests
• Earn Tohula Badges and perks

Mobile Assistant
Coming Soon

Continue your Tohula experience on the trail, get into more quests, get 
activity checklists, find your friends, and don’t get lost.

Audience
Initial Focus Families with children (3-12), pets are welcome.

Families who would like to explore the great outdoors.
Families who are visiting or just moved to a new area. 

Partners
Tohula Partners Tohula partners are hand-picked using guidelines based on environmental 

sustainability and eco-friendliness. While we maintain users' information 
private, Tohula partners can:

1- Sponsor Tohula challenges
2- Sponsor and reward the more active families

Interested in partnership opportunities? 
Contact us at: partners@tohula.com
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