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Big Idea: Gospel freedom drives out religious bondage.
Purpose: To celebrate gospel freedom and educate on religious bondage.

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW]
Galatians 2:1-3
1Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 

I. The gospel makes us free, just like Titus. 

Galatians 2:4-5
4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 

II. We’re free because the gospel doesn’t negotiate with terrorists. 

Galatians 2:6-10
6 And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

III. We’re free because the gospel levels the playing field.  

Big Idea: Gospel freedom drives out religious bondage.
[MANUSCRIPT]

Introduction: 
1. Hook: Talk is cheap. The real question is: ‘When it comes to walking the walk, does the walk get walked?’ Talking is easy. Walking is hard. 
2. Orient/Need: Today’s text is about the day it all hung in the balance. You have to be careful in your care of infants. The church, in its infancy stage was at a crucial point here. We see today how the grace of God took care of the church of Jesus. (gates of Hell won’t prevail).  

What is at stake here? Cultural and ethnic prejudice could have creeped in among the apostles in Jerusalem—this would have sabotaged the mission drastically (v. 2). The day it all hung in the balance. 

Paul realizes that the Jerusalem apostles are pillars, but he also realizes they are human. They are just as susceptible as anyone to making the wrong move here and fracturing unity of the gospel-believing churches spreading all over the world. 

Paul: Gospel of grace is for all peoples of all cultures. 
Opponents: Gospel is only for those who become Jewish. 

READ Galatians 2:1-3
1Then after fourteen years I went up again to Jerusalem with Barnabas, taking Titus along with me. 2 I went up because of a revelation and set before them (though privately before those who seemed influential) the gospel that I proclaim among the Gentiles, in order to make sure I was not running or had not run in vain. 3 But even Titus, who was with me, was not forced to be circumcised, though he was a Greek. 

I. The gospel makes us free, just like Titus. 
	A. This is a huge moment for the church to wrestle with gospel. (1)
· PRV: Paul’s entourage is intentional: 
· Barnabas (well-known and respected fellow leader); and Titus (Gentile convert from paganism). 
· PRV: God specifically revealed the necessity of this meeting to Paul. 
· This is a closed-door private meeting among the top leaders in the early church. 
· ILL: Think of this racially…
· Imagine that this is the American south 150 years ago. Imagine the apostles are all white guys, and Paul is white; Titus is a black man brought into this meeting. 

B. Paul is seeking unity in gospel-ministry, not approval. (2) 
· PRV: v. 2: 
· If we’re not on the same page, this is going to make ministry among the Gentiles incredibly difficult. 
· CXT: The stakes are high here: 
· Paul already knows they preach the same gospel (previously met with Peter 11 years earlier). This is a moment where the Jerusalem apostles have a shot to walk the walk or cave to racial and cultural pressure. 
· EXP: Apostles at Jerusalem are living in a Jewish world. 
· Christian Jews OR Jewish Christians? They’ve been given the same gospel as Paul, but if they want to allow their racial and cultural biases to influence their gospel identity they would say, “Of course Gentiles should eat Kosher… we always have… Of course Gentiles should be circumcised…we are… Of course Gentiles should observe the ceremonial purity laws… we do.” 
· CXT: What hung in the balance: 
· Is Christianity going to be a sect of Judaism; or does the gospel of Jesus, did his work on the cross, did his resurrection from the dead – found something completely new. 
· CXT: If they caved here: 
· Christianity would forever be defined by outward cultural separation; rather than inward spiritual transformation.
· APP: Our gospel should inform our politics.
·  Our politics shouldn’t inform our gospel. (right or left—2016 is a year  you’ll be tempted to get this mixed up).

C. They passed the test. (3) 
· CXT: OT: 
· circumcision was required to be a part of God’s covenant people. 
· CXT: Same gospel // Same page: 
· Titus: v. 3: Gentile: Jerusalem guys didn’t require circumcision; i.e. the Judaizers are wrong according to Paul and according to the Jerusalem apostles.
· EXP: the dichotomy-
· Moral law (obeyed in gospel freedom) vs. Ceremonial (dietary and purity laws) law (fulfilled in clean of Christ- HEBREWS). 
· APP: Emotional liberation that the gospel brings: 
· You can stop being a people-pleaser driven by guilt and obligation to make sure you accommodate everyone.

Transition: Why did it come to this?

READ Galatians 2:4-5
4 Yet because of false brothers secretly brought in—who slipped in to spy out our freedom that we have in Christ Jesus, so that they might bring us into slavery— 5 to them we did not yield in submission even for a moment, so that the truth of the gospel might be preserved for you. 

II. We’re free because the gospel doesn’t negotiate with terrorists. 
	A. Religious bondage will always work to drown gospel freedom. 
· PRV: v. 4: False brothers: 
· The Jesus+ crowd (adding the law as a requirement to be saved) puts one outside the camp of orthodoxy in Paul’s mind. They say they believe in and follow Jesus; but their fakers… what they really believe in and follow is dead religion. 
· EXP: Requiring observance of the law changes the entire nature of the gospel.
· It makes the gospel and salvation a human-controlled work, rather than a gracious gift of God. If salvation is about we do to attain it (or keep it for that matter); it’s not the gospel Paul preached.
· WS: (4): false brothers ‘secretly brought in’ = 
· ‘sneaked in’ and ‘slipped in’: they’re slitherers; they were in the churches of Galatia (saying the G’s needed to be circumcised), they were in the church at Jerusalem (saying Titus needed to be).
· APP: Do these people still exist?
· You think the sneaky religion types no longer buzz around Christian community? The true preaching and traction of the gospel in Christian community will always attract sneaky proponents of dead religion who will slither onto the scene like the serpent in Genesis 3 with the original temptation, “Did God really say?” 
· WS: “spy” 
· This is military language used in a political sense: ‘undercover agents/conspirators’ 
· EXP: Bondage- 
· They are in bondage, but they are not seeking freedom, they’re seeking to bring those who are free back into bondage. 
· CXT: “Freedom” vs. “Bondage/Slavery”
· Major themes in Galatians;  Freedom here is always “freedom from the law.” 



B.  Caving to religious bondage strangles the truth of the gospel. (5) 
· EXP: v. 5: Paul here: “
· We do not negotiate with terrorists.” He didn’t give an inch to the religious ‘Jesus+’ crowd: 
· APP: We should do likewise…
· Every church founded on the gospel should maintain this same stance. We don’t give quarter to dead religion—or those who advocate ‘Jesus+’. When we do; our entire faith community is held hostage; which stunts our growth and impedes the mission Jesus has given us to accomplish in this city and beyond. 
· APP: ‘MAIN THING’ stance @ LPC. 
· “We keep the ‘main thin’ (the gospel) the main thing”
· Proponents of dead religion attempt to slip in to every gospel church. One of our job as leaders is to put our foot down on that. 

Transition: So, does the gospel create division?

READ Galatians 2:6-10
6 And from those who seemed to be influential (what they were makes no difference to me; God shows no partiality)—those, I say, who seemed influential added nothing to me. 7 On the contrary, when they saw that I had been entrusted with the gospel to the uncircumcised, just as Peter had been entrusted with the gospel to the circumcised 8 (for he who worked through Peter for his apostolic ministry to the circumcised worked also through me for mine to the Gentiles), 9 and when James and Cephas and John, who seemed to be pillars, perceived the grace that was given to me, they gave the right hand of fellowship to Barnabas and me, that we should go to the Gentiles and they to the circumcised. 10 Only, they asked us to remember the poor, the very thing I was eager to do. 

III. We’re free because the gospel levels the playing field. 
	A. The gospel destroys division created by status. (6)
· EXP: Honor/respect of leadership without veneration/worship. 
· APP: Celebrity pastor idea misses this text entirely. 
· There is no pecking order: ‘influential’ is ‘those of reputation’ (4 times) 
· EXP: ‘Status’ isn’t a thing…
· Paul isn’t criticizing the Jerusalem apostles, only those who exaggerate their importance… 
· ILL: Quote—Schreiner[footnoteRef:1]: [1:  Schreiner, Thomas R. Galatians. Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2010. Pg. 121] 

“Final authority does not reside in any person but only in the gospel. Leaders are to be respected but not venerated, honored but not exalted above the gospel.” 
· EXP: v. 6: “Added nothing to me” 
· Judaizers were demanding that their endorsement be acknowledged. To them: ‘Paul’s gospel needs our endorsement.’ 
· APP: Dead religion: 
· By its very nature, demands further endorsements. It’s all about seeking man’s approval; measuring up to man’s standards.

B. The gospel destroys division created by different callings. (7-9)
· PRV: Same gospel // Same mission // even if different targets… 
· APP: We have varying passions… 
· The diversity in our hobby horses and the things we really care about in Christian community can bring division. Local mission vs. global mission; feeding the poor vs. evangelizing the lost; guarding doctrine vs. loving/welcoming the outsider. We’re diverse: and as soon as that drives a wedge between us that creates disunity; we’ve neglected an aspect of our gospel-identity. 

C. We’re on the same mission, and it’s a Jesus mission. (10)
· PRV: Luke 4: 18-19: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty those who are oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.

Big Idea: Gospel freedom drives out religious bondage.

[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion

Gospel frees us: racially and culturally 
Gospel frees us: from guilt driven approval-seeking. 
Gospel frees us: from abdicating to religious bullies. 
Gospel frees us: from an unhealthy leadership culture: we respect and honor spiritual authority, but we don’t worship those in it. 
Gospel frees us: from having to be the same.
Gospel frees us: to engage the mission of Jesus led by His Spirit for His glory. 
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