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Text: 1 Peter 4:7-11 
Letter to an Exile XIV    

The End of the World as We Know It    
6/1/14 

 
Big Idea: God is glorified through Jesus when Jesus is glorified through us.  

Purpose: To awaken believers to use their limited time to glorify Jesus in everything.  
  

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 
 
1 Peter 4:7-8a 
7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 
sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly 

 
I. When you know the end is near, you redeem every moment. 

 
1 Peter 4:8b-11a  

since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one another without 
grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 

God's varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever 
serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies— 

   
II. Love transforms a community by transforming the people who make it up.  
 

1 Peter 4:11b 
in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

III. When we live for Jesus we play our part in the purpose of the entire universe.  
 

Big Idea: God is glorified through Jesus when Jesus is glorified through us. 
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[MANUSCRIPT] 
 

Introduction: 
1. Hook: I want to talk to you today about the end of the world as we know it.  

 
2. Need: When is it normal to begin wrestling with your own mortality? What is the 

right age or the right season of life to begin facing the sober reality of your eventual 
demise? Probably when you know the end is near, right?  

 
3. Orient: This is where our text begins today… 
 

READ 1 Peter 4:7-8a 
7The end of all things is at hand; therefore be self-controlled and sober-minded for the 

sake of your prayers. 8Above all, keep loving one another earnestly 
 

I. When you know the end is near, you redeem every moment. 
 A. When the clock ticks louder, life meets new perspective. (7a)   

 EXP: "the end is near" 

o This is a common thread throughout the NT. Peter is not giving commentary on the 
exact timeline of the return of Christ or the end of the world; he knows that no one knows 
the day or hour--he heard that directly from Jesus. But he is giving a commentary on your 

life and my life. He's not predicting that the world is going to end, he is saying "The end 
of the world as you know it is coming quickly. The time is upon us." 

 
 B. This new perspective informs my inner life and my outward actions. (7b-8a) 

 PRV: Inner life = Self-controlled:  

a. We keep ourselves in check; Sober-minded: "To be clear-headed"  

 PRV: Outward actions: Above all, love one another... 

 WS: Love "earnestly" 

o Some translations say "deeply”; the word means "constantly" as well.  

 ILL: "Love that stretches and keeps on stretching."  

o You know when you reach for something, maybe under the seat in your car or 
behind the couch? Maybe your arm doesn't quite fit in opening you have, but depending 

on the value of the object, you are going to stretch further if you really want to get it. If 
you're reaching for a French fry, you'll reach only so far. If you're reaching for a $20 

dollar bill, you'll probably reach a little further. If you're reaching for a diamond earring, 
you'll really start to stretch. If you're reaching for your daughter's inhaler while she is 

battling an asthma attack--you're going to find another gear. This is the adjective 
"earnestly/ constantly/ stretchingly" that Peter uses here to describe how we are to love 

each other.  

 APP: How we love 
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o This is "go the extra mile...the extra 10 miles...the extra 100 miles" type of love. 
This is love that springs forth from a well of love that doesn't run dry because the well-

spring is Christ himself.  

 PRV: Ephesians 3:17-19  

o ...that you, being rooted and grounded in love,  8may have strength to comprehend 
with all the saints what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the 

love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of 
God. 

 ILL: Quote—Edmund Clowney1  

o "It is the reach of God's love that stretches our love. We love because he first loved 
us. Our love, kindled by God’s love, is stretched by exercise. If love collapses at its first 

test, it is not worthy of the name. ‘Love never fails.’ A parent’s love for a child grows as 
it is tested. Someone has said that a toddler steps on your feet and a teenager on your 

heart. Maturing children, in turn, may grow in love for their parents. As adults they 
perceive the faults and sins of their fathers and mothers in a new perspective; their love is 
tested, and grows." 

 
Transition: So, the logical question is, "What's love got to do with it?" What does this 

kind of love accomplish in a community of Jesus-followers? How does this love look? 
 

READ 1 Peter 4:8b-11a  
since love covers a multitude of sins. 9Show hospitality to one another without 

grumbling. 10As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of 
God's varied grace: 11whoever speaks, as one who speaks oracles of God; whoever 

serves, as one who serves by the strength that God supplies— 
   

II. Love transforms a community by transforming the people who make it up.  
 A. There are 4 things that love does here.  

1) Love covers a multitude of sins. (8b)  

 EXP: This isn't saying that love enables.  

o This is saying that a community of people marked by love is one where confession, 
repentance, and forgiveness of sin is a way life.  

 PRV: James 5:16 

o Confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be healed. 

 ILL: Quote—Francis Schaeffer2  

o "The church is to be a loving church in a dying culture. How, then, is the dying 
culture going to consider us? Jesus says, "By this shall all men know that you are my 

disciples, if you have love for one another." In the midst of the world, in the midst of our 

                                                                 
1 The Message of 1 Peter: The Way of the Cross. Leicester, England: Inter-Varsity, 1988. 

2 The Mark of a Christian. IVP Books, 2006 
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present dying culture, Jesus is giving a right to the world. Upon his authority he gives the 
world the right to judge whether you and I are born-again Christians on the basis of our 

observable love toward all Christians...Jesus gives the world a piece of litmus paper, a 
reasonable thermometer: This (love) is a mark which, if the world does not see, allows 

them to conclude, 'This man is not a Christian.'"   
 

 2) Love is radically welcoming of "others." (9)  

 WS: phileo & xenos (xenophopia) =  

o brotherly love & strangers; this means welcoming and loving toward strangers.  

 EXP: This isn't simply talking about having your friends over to dinner. 

o This is talking about welcoming, in love, those who are not like us. Those people 

around you who are different than you, this hospitality without grumbling is a welcoming 
love that wraps them into your life.  

 APP: Self-less love 
o You can't love this way if you are hung up on your rights or your preferences 

instead of your responsibilities as a follower of Jesus.  
 

 3) Love turns from self to serve others. (10)  

 EXP: Using our gifts to serve each other is a love issue.  

o To neglect it isn't simply apathy or laziness; if we don't serve one another we're not 
loving one another.  

 WS: "A gift" =  

o special endowment or ability given by the grace of God. 

 APP: We don't use our gifts to serve ourselves, but to serve others. 

o American Dream: Use the talents and gifts you have-- intelligence, ingenuity, work 
ethic, endurance, etc. use these things to get ahead, make a life for yourself and perhaps 

your family, and then unapologetically live that life in a way that makes you most happy, 
prosperous, and comfortable. Followers of Jesus turn from this "vision" to a different 

vision: all that I have and all that I am is given to me by God's grace--so I am going to 
use these gifts and talents to serve others.  

 EXP: Steward:  

o One who is entrusted with management of something.  

 APP: You and I don't own the abilities God has given us.  

o He owns them. We are accountable to manage them in a way that glorifies God--
we're stewards of them. Are you a numbers person? Steward it. Are you a people person? 

Steward it. Are you artistically gifted in some way? Steward it.   
 CEO teaching a youth Sunday school class 

 Young professional working in the nursery 
 High school principal volunteering to serve a meal for the senior adults  

 Hedge fund manager delivering food to the homeless  
 Stay at home mom leading a life group  
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 Business owner serving on the elder team  
 Branch manager making espresso for guests  

 Regional sales rep putting on a baby shower for a young mom  
 Retired military vet and a general contractor getting together to visit the sick in the 

hospital 
 Teenager showing up to clean the church on a Saturday  

 APP: Most of all:  
o This is serving God in a million different ways by using the gifts he has given us to 

serve others around us. The fact that I can't illustrate even a fraction of what this could 
look like proves the point... we have individually been given gifts by God and it is our 

individual responsibility to use those gifts to serve one another. 
 

 4) Love leaves an imprint of God on all that it touches. (11a)  

 EXP: Glorifies God 

o This isn't prescribing presumption or false humility or spiritual pride.  

 ILL: Attitude check 

o "Hear ye, hear ye, this is an oracle of God." Vs. "Hey, I'm just serving by the 

strength that God supplies."  

 EXP: Love with an impact  

o This is an imprint of God that is felt and witnessed by those who are served and 
loved by the gifts God has given us.  

 
Transition: This is an important note here, because it reveals the end to which God 

created everything. We steward our gifts as we love each other to point to God...WHY? 
 

READ 1 Peter 4:11b 
in order that in everything God may be glorified through Jesus Christ. To him belong 

glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 
 

III. When we live for Jesus we play our part in the purpose of the entire universe.  
 A. Our lives will distract from or display the glory of God.  

 EXP: Distract vs. display:  
o "in order that"... meaning... all that this text talks about leads to the display of 

God's glory through Jesus. When we live for Jesus we display the glory of God--which is 
the purpose for which the entire creation exists.  

 ILL: Quote—John Piper3  

o "We are all starved for the glory of God, not self. No one goes to the Grand 
Canyon to increase self-esteem. Why do we go? Because there is greater healing for the 

soul in beholding splendor than there is in beholding self. Indeed, what could be more 

                                                                 
3 Seeing and Savoring Jesus Christ. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2001. Pg. 15 
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ludicrous in a vast and glorious universe like this than a human being, on the speck called 
earth, standing in front of a mirror trying to find significance in his own self-image? It is 

a great sadness that this is the gospel of the modern world."  

 APP: When you know the end is near, you start living for "forever."  

o The end is near...we have no time to waste on selfishness. We must get about the 
business of loving and serving one another for the glory of God.  

 
Big Idea: God is glorified through Jesus when Jesus is glorified through us. 

 
Conclusion:  

When Jesus is glorified in the church--when followers of Jesus live lives that glorify him-
-God receives the glory through his son that belongs to him forever and ever.  


