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Text: 1 Peter 3:8-17 

Letter to an Exile XI  
Living With The Lights On   

5/11/14 
 

Big Idea: Everything looks different in the light.  
Purpose: Reveal how our life in Christ creates a new, counter-cultural, normal in our 

lives.  
 

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 
 

1 Peter 3:8-9 
8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and 
a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 

contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 
 

I. When Jesus transforms a life he creates a new normal. 
 

1 Peter 3:10-12 
10For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from 

evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11let him turn away from evil and do good; let 
him seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 

ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
 

II. In the new normal we live aware of God’s presence. 
 
1 Peter 3:13-17  
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? [14] But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, 

nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is 

in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 

shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for 
doing evil. 

 
III. The light of the gospel of Jesus transforms everything.  

 
Big Idea: Everything looks different in the light. 
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[MANUSCRIPT] 

 
Introduction:  

1. Hook: Remember as a kid—at night—when it was dark: needing night lights, 
running through the house if the lights are off, running out to the garage to get 

stuff— In the dark…a broom in the corner looks a lot like the boogy man…  
 

2. Need: We're not made to be comfortable in the dark.  
 

HI: Everything looks different in the light.  
 

3. Orient: This text summarizes ("finally") the attitude and behavior that we are 
called to as we follow Jesus in the light. It clarifies life lived in the light in 3 
different spheres:  

1) Life together 
2) Life with God, 

3) Life in the world. 
 

READ 1 Peter 3:8-9 
8Finally, all of you, have unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a tender heart, and 

a humble mind. 9Do not repay evil for evil or reviling for reviling, but on the 
contrary, bless, for to this you were called, that you may obtain a blessing. 

 
I. When Jesus transforms a life he creates a new normal. 

 A. A community of loved people exudes love. (8)  

 PRV: The Community Culture- 

o Unity of mind = Being like-minded, living in harmony. There are 
things that could divide us: school allegiances, politics, economics, 

race, gender, sports teams... but as Christians there is something far 
greater that unifies us. NOT uniformity BUT unity.  

o Sympathy = Understanding   
o Brotherly love = Mutual affection for each other 

o Tender heart = Compassionate heart 
o Humble mind = Humility  

 APP: New Normal… 
o Love for each other, unity, compassion, humility, understanding—

these are the “new normal” for followers of Jesus. Dissension, heart-
heartedness, arrogance, hatred, bitterness—these are things that come 

more natural—but we are called to put them away.  

 PRV: “Have…”  
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o This is a discipline. This calls for accountability. This means, in areas 

where I am not reflecting the “new normal” of a redeemed nature—I 
need to be called to account.  

 
B. A blessed people bless people. (9)  

 EXP: We were called to obtain a blessing, and that blessing overflows in 

blessing of other people.  

 CLF: This is talking about our future inheritance—in light of what we look 

forward to as a blessed people of God—we don’t pay people back, we point 
people forward…because we know what our future holds.  

 APP: “Pay it forward” – “Point people forward.” Not motivated to get 

something out of blessing others, but to exhibit our identity as a blessed 
people. It’s our new normal.  

 

Transition: What motivates us to live this way? Well, in the light, our perspective 
changes...we become aware of something greater than what our physical eyes can 

see. 
 

READ 1 Peter 3:10-12 
10For “Whoever desires to love life and see good days, let him keep his tongue from 

evil and his lips from speaking deceit; 11let him turn away from evil and do good; let 
him seek peace and pursue it. 12For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, and his 

ears are open to their prayer. But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” 
 

II. In the new normal we live aware of God’s presence. 
 A. We have been born again to new life. (10-11)  

 EXP: New life in the light… 
o We have clarity to know that following our own evil desires only 

brings death. We don’t live in the dark anymore—we know that 
deceit and evil only distances us from God.  

 
B. We walk in unity with God, because he has rescued us. (12)  

 CXT: Psalm 34—second re-quote in the book thus far:  
o 2:1ff “tasted and seen that the Lord is good”…  

 PRV: Psalm 34:4-7, 17-19:  

I sought the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my 
fears. 5Those who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be 

ashamed. 6This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him 
out of all his troubles. 7The angel of the LORD encamps around those who 

fear him, and delivers them…17When the righteous cry for help, the LORD 
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hears and delivers them out of all their troubles. 18The LORD is near to the 

brokenhearted and saves the crushed in spirit. 19Many are the afflictions of 
the righteous, but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 APP: Hurt people hurt people—blessed people blessed people.  

 
Transition: Living in the light affects 3 different spheres:  

1) Our life together 
2) Our life with God (his presence)  
3) Our life in the world.  

We have covered the first two spheres so far, now on to the third. But first, a 
flashback.  

 
READ Mark 14:66-72 
66And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest 
came, 67and seeing Peter warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also 

were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I neither know nor 
understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster 

crowed. 69And the servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, 
“This man is one of them.” 70But again he denied it. And after a little while the 

bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a 
Galilean.” 71But he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know 

this man of whom you speak.” 72And immediately the rooster crowed a second time. 
And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, 
you will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 
READ 1 Peter 3:13-17 
13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? [14] But even if 
you should suffer for righteousness' sake, you will be blessed. Have no fear of them, 

nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 
prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is 

in you; yet do it with gentleness and respect, 16having a good conscience, so that, 
when you are slandered, those who revile your good behavior in Christ may be put to 

shame. 17For it is better to suffer for doing good, if that should be God's will, than for 
doing evil. 

 
Transition: Everything looks different in the light. And... 
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III. The light of the gospel of Jesus transforms everything.  

 A. Our anxiety dies because Jesus lives. (13-14)  

 CXT: Mark 14:66-72 

o Peter feared for his life, because he hadn’t yet witnessed the death 

and resurrection of Jesus. In 1 Peter, He writes this letter, awaiting 
death himself, but also with the full assurance from the Holy Spirit in 

his heart that blessing awaits him on the other side of his suffering.  

 ILL: 2 Corinthians 4:17-18  

For this slight momentary affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of 
glory beyond all comparison, 18as we look not to the things that are seen but 

to the things that are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but 
the things that are unseen are eternal.  

 
Transition: We feel more secure in the light. 

 
 B. Our witness changes when we recognize Jesus as King. (15-16a)  

 PRV: "In your hearts reverence Christ as Lord."  

 EXP: Christ the Lord as holy:  

o He’s in charge—he is the Lord of all the universe. He is he “set apart 

one” that every knee will bow to—and he has saved us. This 
perspective gives us security. 

 APP: "That Person"  
o Coworker, family member, neighbor who rolls their eyes at your 

faith. When we live in the light of the gospel, we see Jesus, ourselves, 
and that "opponent" more clearly. We recognize Jesus as King, we 

see ourselves secured as God's children, and we gain perspective on 
those who oppose the gospel.  

 APP: We can defend the faith without being defensive.  

 PRV: "Gentleness and respect" = "Humility and fear" 

o "Fear of the Lord in view again here. Humility/gentleness-- same 

thing we saw in 3:4: "gentle spirit." It means "not being overly 
concerned about one's self-importance.  

 APP: For the glory of God, not self… 
o We can't give a sound defense of our faith if we're concerned about 

defending ourselves. We can't show the worth of Jesus and the power 
of the cross and the beauty of salvation if we're concerned with 

making ourselves look good. KEYS: Transparency, authenticity, 
honesty-- I was dead, lost, without hope--he saved me by his grace.  

 ILL: Personal Story –  

o History professor in college: "Faith is a crutch."  
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 C. Living in the light leads to transparency. (16b-17)  

 PRV: "Put to shame"  

o People may not agree with you, but if there is one thing people 

should never be able to charge us with it is being fake. This text is a 
call to all of us to be REAL people.  

 APP: Christians:  
o This is a call to lay down the tendency to be overly concerned with 

appearances, to be hyper-sensitive to what everyone thinks of us, or 
to live for the approval of others. Of all things, we must be real 

people.   
 

Big Idea: Everything looks different in the light. 
 

 


