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Text: 1 Peter 2:18-25 

Letter to an Exile IX      
The Footprints      

4/23/14 
 

Big Idea: The path of endurance is travelled with trust.  
Purpose: Encourage believes to endurance through trust in God.  

 
[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 

 
1 Peter 2:18-20 
18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle 
but also to the unjust. 19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 
endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and 

are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, 
this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 

 
I. I serve my eternal King through my conduct toward my boss at the moment.   

 
1 Peter 2:21-23 
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was 

deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 

justly. 
 
II. We stay in step with Jesus in the target of our trust.   

 
1 Peter 2:24-25 
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 
righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like 

sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 

III. Jesus set us free and brought us home to our faithful father.   
 

 
Big Idea: The path of endurance is travelled with trust. 
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[MANUSCRIPT] 

Introduction:  
1. Hook: We're going to examine some footprints today. They are going to inform 

both how and where we walk.  
 

2. Need:  When we see where Jesus stepped, we can follow him more clearly.  
 

3. Orient: Servants and Masters: Then and Now 
Peter is writing to people living in contexts far different than ours. This portion 

of the letter is likely addressed to people who serve as household or farm 
slaves, who have become Christians but are still serving pagan masters. Their 

treatment and situations varied greatly. Those described with this word 
"servants" in Peter's world included many we would consider professionals in 
our day: managers of estates, physicians, and teachers. 

 
Our context (need): employees and employers, management and working class, 

business owners and those under contract to do jobs. In our context, the 
principles Peter is teaching here apply the same, even though our context may 

be quite different.  
 

Christian: "a follower of Jesus." You'll become a better follower when you find 
the footprints, and step where Jesus stepped. Today's path-- unjust suffering--

something Jesus knows a great deal about. 
 

READ 1 Peter 2:18-20 
18Servants, be subject to your masters with all respect, not only to the good and gentle 
but also to the unjust. 19For this is a gracious thing, when, mindful of God, one 

endures sorrows while suffering unjustly. 20For what credit is it if, when you sin and 
are beaten for it, you endure? But if when you do good and suffer for it you endure, 

this is a gracious thing in the sight of God. 
 

I. I serve my eternal King through my conduct toward my boss at the moment.  
 A. I submit to God through the respect I give my earthly master. (18)  

 WS: Be subject: 

o "Submission/respect in recognition of an ordered structure." 

 PRV: Fear of God in submission  

o What is in view here is not only my respectful conduct toward my 
earthly master, but how my relationship with God informs that 

relationship. "Be subject" is the respect I give that earthly master, 
"with all respect" is similar to "for the Lord's sake" in the previous 

passage. This second word "respect" is literally translated "fear." This 
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isn't talking about "fear of men" but "fear of God." My reverence for 

God produces a respectful conduct of those who are in authority over 
me on earth--but the sovereignty of God.  

 
 B. We can endure mindful of God, knowing God is always mindful of us. 

 EXP: Respectful even in injustice  

o It's easy to give respect to the good and gentle, this is tested when we 
encounter injustice.  

 PRV: God always keeps us in his sight.  

o The situation you are in is not lost on God. As you endure, keeping 

your eyes on God, this is described as "a gracious thing."  

 EXP: "Commendable" from God. 

o God recognizes our endurance in the midst of suffering, and he gives 
us the grace to endure.  

 APP: Perseverance 

o We respond with perseverance, mindful of God--trusting in him as 
we endure. We don't repay evil for evil. We don't get bitter and fight 

back dirty. We endure affliction with patience, we take the high road. 
"What credit is it if when you sin and are beaten for it you endure?" 

This is saying, "If you fight back dirty, if you get pulled into the 
politics of the situation, if you operate the way the world does simply 

because everyone else is doing it, if you get pulled into the mud, if 
you "do as the Romans do" what credit is it? On the other hand-- if 
you operate as an exile and as a child of the King-- you will be 

commended by God.    

 EXP: Result-  

o God's grace isn't simply evident by our happiness. It is evidenced in 

our endurance. 
 

Transition: Who can we look to? Where do we take our cue? 
 

READ 1 Peter 2:21-23 
21For to this you have been called, because Christ also suffered for you, leaving you 
an example, so that you might follow in his steps. 22He committed no sin, neither was 

deceit found in his mouth. 23When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he 
suffered, he did not threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges 

justly. 
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II. We stay in step with Jesus in the target of our trust.   

 A. Jesus walked the path of endurance, carving a road for us to follow. (21)  

 EXP: “For to this…” 

o The "this" here is not simply suffering. It's the patient endurance of 

suffering.  
 

 B. Jesus' responded to suffering by trusting God. (22-23a) 

 PRV: Trust-  

o He didn't retaliate. He didn't deceive. He didn't return evil for evil. He 
didn't even threaten it. He trusted God. 

 
 C. Trusting God's character is the key to entrusting ourselves to him. (23b) 

 PRV: Vs. 23 
o "Him who judges justly."  - Jesus is Judge and he is just.  

 APP: I am not God… 

o I can't trust God if I'm too busy playing God. Retaliation is a way in 
which we 'play God' ourselves. We define "justice" on our own-- and 

we serve as judge and jury.  

 EXP: Jesus' example:  

o surrender to God, trust his character, and entrust himself to him.   

 WS: "Entrusting" =  
o to entrust for care or preservation, give over, commend, commit 

 APP: Does it always makes sense to us? No.  

 ILL: Quote: Evelyn Underhill 

"If God were small enough to understand, he wouldn't be big enough to be 

worshipped."  
 

READ 1 Peter 2:24-25 
24He himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to 

righteousness. By his wounds you have been healed. 25For you were straying like 
sheep, but have now returned to the Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

 
III. Jesus set us free and brought us home to our faithful father.   
 A. The wounded wound others.  

 ILL: "Hurting people hurt people."  

 APP: Jesus heals our wounds… 

o The fact that Jesus heals our wounds, changes the way we treat 
others. This is the center of this letter theologically: The gospel sets 
us free to live as children of the King, even though we are exiles in 

the world.  
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 B. God's care gives us the peace and confidence to endure.  

 APP: It's all about trust.  

 ILL: Isaiah 53:3-11  
3He was despised and rejected by men, a man of sorrows and acquainted 
with grief; and as one from whom men hide their faces he was despised, and 

we esteemed him not. 4Surely he has borne our griefs and carried our 
sorrows; yet we esteemed him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. 5But 

he was pierced for our transgressions; he was crushed for our iniquities; 
upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, and with his wounds 

we are healed. 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned—every 
one—to his own way; and the LORD has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 
7He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, yet he opened not his mouth; like a 
lamb that is led to the slaughter, and like a sheep that before its shearers is 

silent, so he opened not his mouth. 8By oppression and judgment he was 
taken away; and as for his generation, who considered that he was cut off 

out of the land of the living, stricken for the transgression of my people? 
9And they made his grave with the wicked and with a rich man in his death, 
although he had done no violence, and there was no deceit in his mouth. 
10Yet it was the will of the LORD to crush him; he has put him to grief; 
when his soul makes an offering for guilt, he shall see his offspring; he shall 

prolong his days; the will of the LORD shall prosper in his hand. 11Out of 
the anguish of his soul he shall see and be satisfied; by his knowledge shall 

the righteous one, my servant, make many to be accounted righteous, and he 
shall bear their iniquities. 

 
Conclusion 

 
How did Jesus endure? He entrusted himself to God.  

How do we endure? Follow his footprints.  
 
Big Idea: The path of endurance is travelled with trust. 


