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Text: 1 Peter 2:13-17 
Letter to an Exile VIII      

Exiles as Citizens    
4/13/14  

 
Big Idea: Live like a citizen of heaven as a citizen on earth.  

Purpose: To awaken the church to how their heavenly citizenship directly impacts their 
lives on earth.  

 
[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 

 
 

1 Peter 2:13-15 
13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor 
as supreme, 14or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 

those who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. 

   
I. Citizens of heaven should make the best citizens on earth.  

 
1 Peter 2:16-17 
16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 
servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 

 
II. When we remember our homeland we make the best guests. 

 
Big Idea: Live like a citizen of heaven as a citizen on earth. 
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[MANUSCRIPT] 
Introduction:  

1. Hook: Our text today deals with the very vital subject of God and government. 
Jesus and politics. How does the Christian interact as a citizen in the nation he or 

she occupies?  
 

First I want to tell you a story about a nation. See if you recognize this scenario:  

 The people of this nation were endowed by their Creator.  

 This nation was founded with a vision and a purpose. 

 The founding fathers of 'said nation' were devoted to God, and they founded a 

nation that was blessed by God and called by God for a specific mission in the 
world.  

 The manifest destiny of this nation was to be a city on a hill, a lighthouse for 
other nations.  

 But this nation fell upon dark times.  

 Its people began to turn from God.  

 Its leaders became more concerned about political positioning than about truth 

and justice.  

 Those at the top forgot those they were supposed to be leading, and instead 
selfishly used their positions of power for personal gain. 

 Those devoted to God and the principles he founded this specific nation upon 

became fewer and fewer.  

 Enemies from abroad, bent on this nations destruction became more fierce and 

deadly.  

 The world around this nation began to crumble, and the faithful in this nation 

wondered if there was any hope left.  

 Foes from without, fragmentation from within, and fewer and fewer people in 

this nation who seemed to remember the God-ordained vision it was founded 
upon.  

 

What nation am I talking about? First-century Israel. 
 

2. Orient: It was at this point that God intervened. It was the year 30AD, and God in 
the flesh, Jesus Christ, sitting atop a donkey rode into the capital city of this nation, 

Jerusalem, ready to complete the mission he was born to accomplish.  
 

They laid palm branches throughout the streets, they shouted for joy and 
thanksgiving to God, throwing a reception worthy of a conquering king. And a 

conquering king was exactly who they were greeting. But this king wouldn't 
conquer through killing his enemies, but through dying himself. At the end of that 

palm drenched road this king would bear a cross to save his people from their sins.  
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A few decades later, after his death, resurrection, and ascension; the people of 

Jesus found themselves dispersed in nations all over the known world. The 
question that they faced is the same one the people of Jesus face today. As children 

of God, how do we live faithfully as citizens in the nation within he places us?  
 

3. Need: Where are you from?  
 

Where you are from has a greater effect on you than you may realize. It may be a 
matter of your accent, the way you dress, the type of food you prefer, or the sports 

teams you root for. Where you are from impacts how you live your life.  
 

This is all the more clear when you spend time far away from home, specifically in 
other countries. You begin to realize a lot about yourself, your culture, and the 
place you are a citizen when you spend some time far from home.  "How we do it 

in our country."  
 

Birthright citizenship: You are a citizen of a nation based upon your birth 
in that nation. 

 
Naturalized citizenship: You become a citizen of a nation you were not 

born into based upon meeting certain criteria.  
 

Christians: we are "citizens of heaven" because we are "born again." We 
are birthright citizens of heaven. But we dwell on earth, so we are citizens of 

nations on earth.   
 
READ 1 Peter 2:13-15 
13Be subject for the Lord's sake to every human institution, whether it be to the emperor 
as supreme, 14or to governors as sent by him to punish those who do evil and to praise 

those who do good. 15For this is the will of God, that by doing good you should put to 
silence the ignorance of foolish people. 

   
I. Citizens of heaven should make the best citizens on earth.  

 A. We recognize God's sovereignty regarding human structures. (13)  

 WS: "Be Subject":  

o "Submission/respect in recognition of an ordered structure." 

 PRV: "for the Lords sake"  

o God establishes governments and he puts governing authorities in place.  

 PRV: Romans 13:1  
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Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no 
authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by God. 

 APP: As citizens in our country… 

o We have an obligation to obey the government. We only disobey IF 
obedience means breaking God's commands.  

 EXP: The Lord’s Supremacy 
o Acts 5:29: "We must obey God rather than men."  

o When they were being commanded by authorities to stop preaching the 
gospel.  

 
 B. Governments exist to promote good and punish evil. (14)  

 1) Government exists for the benefit of its people, not itself.  
 2) Government is not intended to regulate every detail of its citizens lives.  

 3) Government should regulate society in terms of promotion of good. 
 4) Government is in place to punish evil.  

 
 C. Foolishness and ignorance exist in human societies. (15b)  

 PRV: Christianity as a minority 
o The early Christians in the various nations in which they lived 

encountered this. In the Roman Empire there was a great suspicion of 
Christians because they worshipped a God that couldn't be seen. There 

was a misunderstanding of communion (body/blood of Jesus) and 
Christians were seen by some as cannibals. Others called them "atheists" 

because they worshipped a God not recognized by a physical idol.  

 WS: "Ignorance"  

o Not a derogatory term here; it means "lack of understanding" specifically 
"lack of spiritual discernment or understanding of the truth of God." In 

chapter 1 Peter used the same term to refer to the state we are all in 
before knowing Christ ("Passions of your former ignorance").  

 APP: There are foolish people in our nation.  

o Their foolishness stems from ignorance of the truth. Their ignorance is 
not silent. If you're ignorant, no one will know unless you open your 
mouth.  

 
 D. Christians should promote good in society through doing good. (15a)  

 APP: Christians are the best citizens… 

o Christians should lead the way in society through doing good. NOT "do 
as we say not as we do." BUT "do as we do...it backs up what we say" 

 APP: Actions to back our beliefs 
o We fight for the sanctity of marriages through our marriages. We fight 

for life through caring for those our society throws away. Christian 
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response: Do good. Care for mothers at risk, create adoption agencies, 
provide the LIFE alternative. You want to fight for free enterprise: do it 

through generosity and caring for the poor.  

 ILL: Historical Christianity  

o Despite the widespread antagonistic stance toward followers of Jesus, the 

impact these early Christians were making on Roman society could not 
be denied. The Roman emperor Julian (AD 322-363) had his mind set on 

a religious resurgence of paganism within the Roman Empire during his 
reign, but he found a road-block in his way due to the authentic impact 
being made by Christians. He said: Atheism [i.e., Christian faith] has 

been specially advanced through the loving service rendered to 
strangers, and through their care for the burial of the dead. It is a 

scandal there is not a single Jew who is a beggar, and that the godless 
Galileans care not only for their own poor but for ours as well; while 

those who belong to us look in vain for the help that we should render 
them.  

 APP: As Christians in 21st century America:  

o We need less chicken-little's and more servants of God doing good. We 
need to get past the negative, anxious, defeated, fearful, doomsday 
attitudes about politics and governments and get about the business of 

doing good in our city, state, and nation for the glory of God. What 
would happen if the church took this approach? I can't find the opposite 

approach in the Bible....anywhere.  
 

Transition: Our approach is detailed next... 
 

READ 1 Peter 2:16-17 
16Live as people who are free, not using your freedom as a cover-up for evil, but living as 

servants of God. 17Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the emperor. 
 

II. When we remember our homeland we make the best guests. 
 A. Our essential identity is "citizens of heaven." (16) 

 PRV: True Freedom  

o Our freedom is not based on what the nation we live in gives us, but by 

what we have been given in Jesus Christ.  

 CXT: Historical Background 

o Peter is writing to Christians during the rule of Nero. Nero was one of the 
most brutal emperors in the history of the Roman Empire, specifically as 

it related to Christians.  

 EXP: The result of Freedom  
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o He didn't say "You're free...so enjoy it..." He said: "Live as people who 
are free."  

 APP: Live as Citizens of heaven 

o So, your essential, fundamental, basic identity as a Christian is "a citizen 
of heaven." You can live free in light of the country into which you were 

born as a citizen--no matter where you currently reside on earth.  
 

 B. Freedom isn't the absence of principle; it is the service of God. (16b) 

 PRV: Freedom as Image bearers 

o True freedom isn't license to simply please or worship our own selves 
and gratification...it is the ability to function how we were created to 

function as God's image-bearers--living as servants of God.  

 APP: Reflecting God’s image  

o So, we are to reflect God as His servants in the nation where he places us. 
Again, Christians should make the best citizens on earth.  

 
 C. We should bring the culture of heaven into our station on earth. (17) 

 ILL: Ambassadors  

o It's like we're representatives or ambassadors of our homeland to a 
foreign nation...and we are positioned here to exemplify our native 

culture as citizens of heaven.  

 APP: 4 ways:  

1) Honor ("To show high regard for") everyone:  
not "agree" with everyone on everything, but HONOR everyone 

(particularly those you disagree with). 
2) Love the brotherhood:  

love one another--unity of the Christians--work together--they will know 
us by our love. 

3) Fear God:  
Our conduct, our commitment to the truth, our lack of compromise 

should reflect our reverence for God's TRUTH.  
4) Honor the emperor:  

Not "vote for the emperor" Not "agree with everything the emperor says" 

Not "worship the emperor" Not "demonize the emperor"; BUT HONOR 
the emperor.  

 
Big Idea: Live like a citizen of heaven as a citizen on earth. 
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Conclusion:  
Why don't we spend our time complaining about politics or crippled in anxiety about our 

government or demonizing those we disagree with?  
 

Because we don't do it that way in our country... that's not our culture... 
We're only exiles here. We are citizens of another land...Is Heaven your homeland, the 

place of your citizenship, or is it the location of your retirement home?  
 

Live like a Christian and you'll be a better American.  
 

This nation needs a church filled with exiles who hold a citizenship in heaven.... 
  

 
 


