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Text: 1 Peter 2:1-10 
Letter to an Exile VI 

The Foundation and the House     
3/30/14 

 
Big Idea: God gives us mercy so that we can bring Him glory.  

Purpose: Remind the church that our response to God’s grace is glorifying God with our 
whole lives.  

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 
1 Peter 2:1-3 
1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2Like 

newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 
salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

 
I. If we're born again we must live alive. 

 
1 Peter 2:4-5   
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 
precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 

holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
 

II. Jesus chose rejection so that rejects could become chosen.  
 
1 Peter 2:6-8 
6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 
precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you 

who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They 

stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
 

III. God builds a house founded on Jesus because eternity hangs in the balance.  
 

1 Peter 2:9-10 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 
IV. In Christ, targets of God's mercy become conduits of God's mercy.  

 
Big Idea: God gives us mercy so that we can bring Him glory.  
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[MANUSCRIPT] 
Introduction:  

1. Hook: Who you are has a profound effect on what you do. Knowing who you are is 
essential for how you live your life, whether you realize it or not. Identity is 

fundamentally linked to one's mission in life.  
 

2. Need: There is a major "identity-discovery" movement in our culture today. 
Everywhere you turn you hear about someone having an experience or coming to a 

realization about their identity. The answer to the question "Who am I?" is sought 
by everyone is some form; and the answers our culture seeks to give us comes in 
the form of self-esteem or self-image or self-actualization or self-realization or 

self-discovery. The amount of hyphenated words that begin with "self" should 
prove my point here.  

 
How you live your life (behavior) and how you target your life (mission) are 

intrinsically tied to how you view yourself (identity). You could say identity is the 
key that unlocks the front door to the house in which we live our lives, mentally, 

emotionally, and spiritually.  
 

3. Orient: The first chapter of 1 Peter has helped us get acquainted with the details of 
our salvation, and how we live that out. Chapter 2 now transitions into our identity 

as Christians and how we live that with one another and in our culture. This text 
today unlocks the front door, and for the next few chapters we'll walk in the house 
and examine the rooms.  

 
READ 1 Peter 2:1-3 
1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2Like 
newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up into 

salvation—3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 

I. If we're born again we must live alive. 

 CXT: Remember the preceding passage here.  

o We love because we live. The way we interact with one another is a 
direct result of the new life we've been given in Jesus. 

  
A. The community of the redeemed in Jesus must strive for unity. (1)  

 PRV: Look at the 5 sinful attitudes addressed here.  

o What do they deal with? How we live life together. These are offenses 
that drive wedges between us in community. We have just been told 

"love one another earnestly," and now we're told how to discipline our 
own selves in order to maintain a loving community.  
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 WS: Sinful attitudes 

o Malice: Mean-spirited or vicious attitude  
o Deceit: taking advantage through underhanded actions 

o Hypocrisy: play-acting 
o Envy: feeling pain while witnessing someone else's excellence or 

happiness 

o Slander: Speaking ill of other people. 

 APP: He says, "Put them away." Get rid of this garbage.  

 

 B. We must remember we are set free to live free and strive for growth. (2-3)  

 ILL: A Baby 

o A baby longing for pure milk that will build them up and nourish them.  

 APP: Christian Maturity  

o If you've tasted the deliverance from sin that is yours in Jesus, long to 

grow and mature in your freedom.  

 CXT: Re-quotation of Psalm 34:  
3Oh, magnify the LORD with me, and let us exalt his name together! 4I sought 
the LORD, and he answered me and delivered me from all my fears. 5Those 

who look to him are radiant, and their faces shall never be ashamed. 6This poor 
man cried, and the LORD heard him and saved him out of all his troubles. 7The 

angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, and delivers them. 
8Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! Blessed is the man who takes refuge 

in him! 9Oh, fear the LORD, you his saints, for those who fear him have no 
lack! 10The young lions suffer want and hunger; but those who seek the LORD 

lack no good thing. 

 ILL: Personal story - Driving my daughter Olivia to school:  

o "I love you very much Olivia. Do you know your Daddy loves you very 
much Livy?" "I love you too Daddy." Now, at school today you can have 

confidence and you can be truthful because you know your Daddy loves 
you." "Yes Daddy."  

o The point: When you know your father loves you and you know your 
identity as his child, your actions back up that identity. We now learn 

about our identity in these following verses. 
 

 READ 1 Peter 2:4-5   
4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and 

precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a 
holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.  
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II. Jesus chose rejection so that rejects could become chosen.  
 A. Exiles in the world become children of the King when they come to Jesus. (4-5) 

 EXP: "The stone"  

o This metaphor emerges in verse 4 and is carried through 5 verses. This is 
one of the most common OT images utilized to describe Jesus in the NT. 

 APP: Our experience // Jesus' experience.  

o He is rejected by chosen; as followers of Jesus, we are rejected and exiles 

in the world, but chosen by God.  
 

 B. God builds us together as we follow Jesus. (5a) 

 PRV: Ephesians 2:19-22    
19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens 
with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation 

of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in 
whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in 

the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for 
God by the Spirit. 

 
C. Our purpose as a dwelling place for God is twofold: witness and worship. (5b) 

 PRV: Holy priesthood:  
o Set apart for God, but also those who lead others to God. (Eph 2:10… 

For we are God’s workmanship…) 

 PRV: "Offer spiritual sacrifices":  

o This is worship. (Romans 12:1: appeal to you brothers, by the mercy of 

God to offer your bodies as liv sac.)  

 APP: We have been born again for the purpose of witness and worship.  

o We haven't been born again simply for witness. We haven't been born 
again simply for worship. We have been born again for both witness and 

worship.  
 

Transition: Why does God build his people into a spiritual house where he dwells on 
earth? Why does he need a place where worship of him and witness for him is 

happening? 
 

READ 1 Peter 2:6-8 
6For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and 

precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7So the honor is for you 
who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders rejected has 

become the cornerstone,” 8and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” They 
stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. 
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III. God builds a house founded on Jesus because eternity hangs in the balance.  
 A. God's eternal plan of redemption hangs on Jesus. (6)  

 CXT: OT stone passages:  

Isaiah 28:16  
Where the corrupt priests and the corrupt politicians are failing, the Messiah 
will succeed. The Messiah will lead the people to God…“God will lay a 

stone… a cornerstone”   
 

B. All humanity divides based upon their encounter with this stone. (7)  

 PRV: The stone divides… 

o Shame is replaced by honor for those who believe in Jesus. But for those 

who reject him, they stumble.  

 CXT: Psalm 118  

o "Stone that the builders rejected";  
o Jesus quotes it in regard to the religious leaders who rejected him in favor 

of religion.  

 CXT: Jesus as the cornerstone:  

o This is not the first time Peter has quoted this, Peter learned this from 

Jesus, and this idea of Jesus as the cornerstone and the living stone that is 
believed in by some and rejected by others, is a common theme in his 
preaching.  

 PRV: Acts 4:11-12 

This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 
the cornerstone. And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name 

under heaven given among men by which we must be saved." 
 

 C. Your response to Jesus will determine your eternal destiny. (8)    

 APP: Jesus as the foundation.  

o You will build your life on Jesus as the firm foundation, or you will 
reject Jesus and the redemption he offers, and the reality of Jesus as the 

only way to salvation will crush you.  

 PRV: Jesus as the stumbling block.  

o Those who reject Christ are destined to stumble because they reject 

Christ. 
 
Transition: Now, for those who respond to Jesus by believing in him. Here is our identity 

and our mission. 
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READ 1 Peter 2:9-10 
9But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for his own 

possession, that you may proclaim the excellencies of him who called you out of 
darkness into his marvelous light. 10Once you were not a people, but now you are God's 

people; once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy. 
 

 
IV. In Christ, targets of God's mercy become conduits of God's mercy.  

 A. Our identity is a redeemed people. (9a) 

 APP: We are object of his mercy. 

 CXT: At Wilderness of Sinai 

Exodus 19:4-6   
4You yourselves have seen what I did to the Egyptians, and how I bore you on 

eagles' wings and brought you to myself. 5Now therefore, if you will indeed 
obey my voice and keep my covenant, you shall be my treasured possession 
among all peoples, for all the earth is mine; 6and you shall be to me a kingdom 

of priests and a holy nation. These are the words that you shall speak to the 
people of Israel." 

 
 B. Our mission is to point others to God's glory. (9b)  

 APP: We are instruments of his glory.  

o Notice the focus: God's excellencies. 

 APP: Our focus-  

o Our focus isn't on ourselves, and our focus isn't on those who don't know 
God. Our focus is on God's excellencies. Inward vs. Outward discussions 

in the church world. Ultimately, neither...our focus is upward. And we 
proclaim those to one another in the church (put away all malice, etc.) 

and we proclaim those to people outside the church. 

 APP: In the church –  

o He has called us out of darkness, so we operate in the light when it comes 
to our conduct together. We love one another earnestly because we've 

been born again.  

 APP: Outside the church –  

o We proclaim his excellencies with our lifestyles and with our words. We 

say, he has set me free, he has brought me into the light, and it's 
marvelous.  

 
 C. God's mercy has made us his own because he is merciful. (10) 

 CXT: Hosea –  
o OT Prophet; God told him to marry a prostitute to illustrate God's 

faithfulness to his people, though they were unfaithful to him. He had a 
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couple of kids, and he named the kids "No Mercy" and "Not My People" 
as walking sermon illustrations of God's relationship with his people. 

Poor kids right? No. They became illustrations not of God's judgment, 
but of God's merciful undying faithful love.   

o Hosea 2:23  
And I will have mercy on No Mercy, and I will say to Not My People, 

'You are my people'; and he shall say, 'You are my God.'" 
 

Conclusion:  
 
Why does God give us mercy?  

 
Big Idea: God gives us mercy so that we can bring Him glory.  

 
This text has been about our identity and our mission.  

 


