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Text: 1 Peter 1:3-5 
Letter to an Exile II    

Street Corner Doxology      
3/2/14 

 
Big Idea: At the intersection of faith and hope comes worship.  

Purpose: Call the church to worship by examining the source of our hope and faith.  
 

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 
1 Peter 1:3a 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy… 

 
1) God's mercy pursues us.  

 
1 Peter 1:3b 

…he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead 

 
2) God's grace regenerates us.  

 
1 Peter 1:4a 
4to an inheritance that is imperishable 
 
3) God's Son redeems us.  

  
1 Peter 1:4 
4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
 

4) God's plan assures us.   
 

1 Peter 1:5a 
5who by God's power are being guarded through faith 

 
5) God's power guards us.  

 
1 Peter 1:5b 

for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 
 
6) God's glory awaits us.   

 
Main Idea: At the intersection of faith and hope comes worship.  
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[MANUSCRIPT] 

Introduction: 
1. Hook: Our text today leads us to a Street Corner Doxology.  

 
"A doxology is a hymn of praise. The word comes from the Greek doxa, which 

refers to glory that is ascribed to God, because it belongs eternally and intrinsically 
to Him."1 

 
"All sound theology must begin and end with doxology."2  

 
2. Need: Meaning, if we are going to get about the business of understanding God, 

our thoughts about God must begin and end with praise of God. If we attempt to 

grasp God simply as an intellectual exercise, we are going to come up short.  
 

3. Orient: Remember, he's writing so that grace/peace may be multiplied to us. Keep 
that in mind as we encounter this passage. The word of God by the Spirit of God 

will increase our grace/peace quotient today through this text.  
 

READ 1 Peter 1:3a 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his great mercy… 

 
1) God's mercy pursues us. (3a) 

 A. God's mercy is the starting point because of the debt we owe.  

 EXP: Original sin is in view here.  

o Salvation begins with God's mercy, because we are indebted to him.  

 PRV: Romans 3:10-12, 23   
10as it is written: "None is righteous, no, not one; 11no one understands; no one 

seeks for God. 12All have turned aside; together they have become worthless; no 
one does good, not even one."...23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory 

of God, 

 EXP: Quote - Kevin DeYoung3 

"The doctrine of original sin teaches that every single human being who ever 
was, is, or shall be inherited from Adam a sinful nature that makes us 

predisposed to wickedness and rebellion against God."  

 APP: BUT: God's mercy pursues us. 

 PRV: Romans 9:16  

                                                                 
1 Sproul, R. C. 1-2 Peter. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011, Pg. 26 
2 G.C. Berkouwer – Quoted in Sproul, R. C. 1-2 Peter. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011, Pg. 26 
3 DeYoung, Kevin, and Ted Kluck. Why We Love the Church: In Praise of Institutions and Organized 

Religion. Chicago: Moody, 2009. 
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So then it depends not on human will or exertion, but on God, who has mercy. 

 APP: We are deeply in debt, but God, according to his great mercy, pursues us. 

 

Transition: His mercy pursues us, and... 
 
READ 1 Peter 1:3b 

…he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead 

 
2) God's grace regenerates us.  

 A. Exiles, we become citizens of heaven through a new birth.  

 EXP: Citizens 

o We don't take a citizenship test, we get born into being citizens of 

heaven, as children of the King.  

 EXP: Born again 

o This is "regeneration," and it happens through the grace of God. He 
causes it.  

 
Transition: Look what he saves us "to." 

 
READ 1 Peter 1:3b-4a 

…to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead 4to an 
inheritance that is imperishable 

 
3) God's Son redeems us.  
 A. Our hope is alive because our Savior isn't dead.  

 EXP: Living hope 

o This "living hope" is both a hope that is alive, and it is a hope for life. 
This hope is forward looking, to the future, but it is based upon 

something that occurred in the past.  
 

 B. The foundation of our hope is faith in what God has accomplished through His 
Son. 

 EXP: The work is finished 
o We don't base our faith in what God can or will do for us. We found it 

upon what he has done through his son Jesus Christ.  

 PRV: 1 Corinthians 15:3-4    
3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received: that Christ 

died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, 4that he was buried, that he 
was raised on the third day in accordance with the Scriptures, 

 APP: Our faith is "in Jesus."  
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o It stands on Jesus. Why does it lead to salvation? Because of what Jesus 
has accomplished. Upon this we base our faith/trust/confidence. This is 

what HE does. Saving faith isn't faith in yourself to save yourself. It's 
faith in God. And it's faith that is founded upon what has happened in the 

past--in the completed work of Jesus.  

 ILL: Quote - Edmund Clowney 

"The means of our new birth is not first the message of the resurrection; it is the 
fact of the resurrection. When Christ rose he secured our salvation." 

 ILL: Faith (One Way Street Sign):  

o Faith is not in yourself, in the present, and it is not in what God will do 
for you-- it's anchored in what has been done in Jesus. It's faith in Jesus; 

trust in Jesus, and it leads to salvation because of what Jesus has 
accomplished.  

 PRV: Romans 10:9:  
...if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 

that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
  

Transition: Our faith is a one-way street. It is faith in Jesus, and it is anchored in what he 
has done. Now we begin to see what this living hope looks forward to. 

 
READ 1 Peter 1:4 
4to an inheritance that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 
 

4) God's plan assures us.  
 A. As children of God we are headed toward an inheritance.  

 ILL: Quote - R.C. Sproul4:  

"People today believe in the universal fatherhood of God and the universal 

brotherhood of man. In biblical categories God, naturally speaking, is the Father 
of One...Scripture tells us that by nature we are children of wrath...so we must 

never take for granted the privilege of speaking of God as ‘Father.’" 

 EXP: Children of God 

o When we are born again, we are adopted into the family of God, and we 
become "heirs with Christ."  

 PRV: Romans 8:16-17    
16The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 
17and if children, then heirs- heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided 

we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 EXP: Inheritance 

                                                                 
4 Sproul, R. C. 1-2 Peter. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011, Pg. 26 
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o Our inheritance was an inheritance that first belonged only to Jesus, but 
as God's children through Jesus, we share it.  

 
 B. This inheritance is awe-inspiring. 

 PRV: Imperishable:  
o Cannot be destroyed: it will not (and cannot) be corrupted. There is NO 

RISK in this inheritance. The volatility of world markets has no effect on 
it. 

 PRV: Undefiled:  

o Not dirty money; not illegitimate; pure, not able to be spoiled or defiled. 

 PRV: Unfading:  

o Doesn't fade away 
 

 C. This inheritance is safe.  

 PRV: "kept in heaven for us."  

o Not at risk in the hands of man… 

  
Transition: But what if we mess up? As God's children, is it possible to be written out of 

his will? Can we lose our inheritance? 
 
READ 1 Peter 1:5a 
5who by God's power are being guarded through faith 
 

5) God's power guards us.  
 A. God protects us as our Father.  

 ILL: Fort 

o Like a fort that is fortified as a stronghold protected from the enemy.  

 EXP: "Through faith."  

o Two sides of the same coin here. He protects us by his power, we 
respond to him in faith/trust. His gracious power assures us of his 

protection, our faith is the proper response.  
 

Transition: What are we being guarded for? Where does our hope point? 
 

READ 1 Peter 1:5b 
for a salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 

 
6) God's glory awaits us.  

 A. Our living hope is targeted with full assurance of what God will do.  

 PRV: READ Revelation 21:1-6, 10-11, 22-27  
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Then I saw a new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth 
had passed away, and the sea was no more. And I saw the holy city, new 

Jerusalem, coming down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the throne saying, "Behold, the 

dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they will be 
his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away 

every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning nor crying nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed 

away." And he who was seated on the throne said, "Behold, I am making all 
things new." Also he said, "Write this down, for these words are trustworthy 
and true."And he said to me, "It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 

beginning and the end. To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of 
life without payment...and [he] showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming 

down out of heaven from God, having the glory of God, its radiance like a most 
rare jewel, like a jasper, clear as crystal... And I saw no temple in the city, for 

its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the Lamb. And the city has no 
need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and its 

lamp is the Lamb. By its light will the nations walk, and the kings of the earth 
will bring their glory into it, and its gates will never be shut by day- and there 

will be no night there. They will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 
nations. But nothing unclean will ever enter it, nor anyone who does what is 

detestable or false, but only those who are written in the Lamb's book of life.   

 APP: Our hope, as God's children, is targeted at this future.  
 

Conclusion: 

 
Now, this is where Peter starts us off here. As exiles in the world living as children of the 

king, we begin this letter at the intersection of faith and hope. This is a faith anchored in 
the past, founded upon Jesus Christ and all that he has done. It is a hope targeted at the 

future. This hope is assured of what God will complete, that he will guard us and that he 
is going to finish his redeeming work with a new creation, of which we are the beginning 

(in our salvation) So, we're at the intersection of faith and hope. And at this street corner 
Peter says, "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!"   
 

HI: At the intersection of faith and hope comes worship.  
 

Where faith and hope meet, worship erupts. Examine your worship. Therein you will find 
the source of your faith and hope. Is what you worship worthy of either? We base our 

faith on what he has done. We base our hope on what he is doing and will complete.  
Your hope springs forth from your faith, but your faith is founded upon God's power.  
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Where does your faith and hope lead you?  
Is your faith established and founded in the finished work of Jesus?  

Or is your faith wavering and based upon something you want God to do now or in the 
future?  

Is your hope alive?  
 
Your hope will be as alive as your Savior.  
 


