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Text: 1 Peter 1:22-25 
Letter to an Exile V 

We Love Because We Live  
3/9/14 

 
Big Idea: You can love one another because Christ loves you.  

Purpose: Call the church to love one another out of their identity in Christ. 
 

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 
 
1 Peter 1:22 
22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  

 
I. Love one another.  

 
1 Peter 1:23-24 
23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 
living and abiding word of God; 24for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the 

flower of grass. The grass withers, and the flower falls,  
 

II. You’ve been born again.  
 
1 Peter 1:24b-25 

The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And 
this word is the good news that was preached to you. 

 
III. Through the Word of God. 

 
Big Idea: You can love one another because Christ loves you.  
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[MANUSCRIPT] 
Introduction:  

 
1. Hook: It was said once by on one of Teddy Roosevelt’s children that, “Father 

always wanted to be the bride at every wedding and the corpse at every funeral.” 
Probably a little hyperbole there but their point was, daddy liked being the center 

of attention. 
 

2. Need: We’re talking about LOVE today and in order to do it well we need to know 
how to do one thing: move out of our own personal bubble. And that can be difficult 
because us humans have the natural tendency for self-preoccupation. Our world is 

shrunk down to the size of our own personal bubble; where we sit at the center and 
serve as its focal point. That’s just our bent; that’s our tendency. And for those who 

don’t like being the center of attention, they at least like being the center of their 
world.  

 
ILL: I’m seeing this same thing 5-year old son, Elijah. He’ll look at what his older 

brother has in his hand and say, matter of fact-ly, “Gimmie that!” And when he 
meets a little resistance, he says, “I want it, Ezra! So give it to me.” Such simple 

logic; “I want it…therefore give it to me.” That’s human nature. It is the most 
natural thing in the world to be self-centered. I am at the center of my universe and 

everything orbits around me.  
 

3. Orient: Well our text today in 1 Peter requires us to have a ‘Copernican-

Revolution’ shift in our mentality. This text bumps us out of the center of our 
universe and puts us into orbit.   

 
READ 1 Peter 1:22-25 
22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 
love one another earnestly from a pure heart, 23since you have been born again, not of 

perishable seed but of imperishable, through the living and abiding word of God; 24for 
“All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the flower of grass. The grass withers, and the 

flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And this word is the good news 
that was preached to you. 

 
Transition: If you could take this text and boil it down this is what you would have; Love 

one another 

 
There’s 3 layers to this text:   

1. Love one another…  
2. Since you’ve been born again… 
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3. Through the Word of God!  
 

That’s Peter’s logic right there and the structure of our text. It’s all built and based on the 
Word of God. And God’s Word provides the foundation for new life. This new life 

provides the foundation for loving one another. 
 

READ 1 Peter 1:22 
22Having purified your souls by your obedience to the truth for a sincere brotherly love, 

love one another earnestly from a pure heart,  
 

I. Love one another.  

 A. Our love is a response. 

 EXP: Peter is saying: 

o “having done this”: you’ve obeyed the TRUTH.  

o “do this”: Love one another.  

 PRV: Obeying the truth 

o In this case Peter is probably referring to the truth the gospel; That Jesus 
took your sins upon Himself and in exchange gave you his righteousness. 

 APP: We are instructed to “Repent and believe the gospel.” 

o We can hear the truth, we can agree to the truth, but obedience is the only 
adequate response when presented with truth.  

 EXP: Peter is saying you’ve done that- 
o God has purified you, and since you’ve done that (repented and believed 

the gospel) do this: Love one another.  

 APP: Obedience is love; 

o If you want to take the course of love, then you have to first pass the test 

obedience; obedience to the truth   

 EXP: Sincere brotherly love-  

o “Sincere” = without pretense  
o Pretentious = pretending, putting on a show.  

 EXP: Purified- 

o Peter says that by your obedience to the truth (your submission to the 
gospel) God has purified your souls.  

 APP: What does purity mean for us? 
o God has given you: 

 The quality of transparency. 
 The ability to be the ‘real deal’  

 The Spirit to convict when you’re being a pretender.  
o God has given you everything you need to be able to say: “God has 

purified my soul for a sincere love.”  

 EXP: “sincere brotherly love”  
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o Peter is not talking neighbor love here, he’s more focused. He’s talking 
about brother love. Brother to brother, sister to sister. Love the family of 

God!!!  
 

 B. We stick because we’re stuck.  

 EXP: The family of God  

o As brothers in Christ, as sisters in Christ, as the people of God, as family, 
we’re stuck with one another; So let’s stick with one another!  

 ILL: It’s like the old adage goes: 

o “You can choose your friends, but you can’t choose your family.” And you 
can’t choose who happens to be in the family. And it just so happens that we 

ARE a family. We’re the family of God! We’re stuck with one another. So 
let’s make the decision to stick with one another.  

 APP: The body Christ (the church of God) 
o The church is an intriguing place. We are all here, because of our obedience 

to the truth, because of our attraction to the truth and the truth draws all 
kinds of people. People we wouldn’t necessarily choose to associate with on 

our own. And not only associate with but love and call brother.  
o So here you are, thrown together with a bunch of people that you didn’t hand 

pick. People from all kinds of socio-economic backgrounds, races, ages, 
preferences & personalities. And these things can make it a little hard to 

connect. But if they name the name of Christ these are your brothers and 
sisters! And the trick is learning how to relate with them as such!  

o This has the ability to challenge any preconceptions that we may have had. 
It has the ability to enrich our lives with the treasure found in each other.   

 ILL: Personal Story 

o When I was in college and just beginning to embrace the church I was 

looking for a Christian roommate. Word got around and I got approached by 
a good fella…but he just wasn’t my kind. Here I am; this jock, trying to be 

cool, and trying to maintain a certain image. He didn’t care about cool, he 
was pretty unkempt (disheveled appearance), kind of a sensitive guy, funny 

laugh; basically a kind of a Napolean Dynamite sort of dude. In high school 
I would’ve blew him off or wiggled out of the situation somehow—and I 
was tempted to—but I swallowed my pride, and we became roommates. 

Over the course of a couple of years, I came to realize his profound love for 
Jesus. God dealt with my arrogance.  

 APP: That’s the unique opportunity we have in the church.  

o We’re surrounded with all types, and it requires us to move out of our 
bubble, learn about each other, and embrace one another as brother and 

sister.   

 APP: What does “sticking together” look like?:  
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o We defend each other.  
o We put up with one another. 

o We choose to believe the best in our brother/sister.  
o We give up measuring and competing.  

o We support each other.  
o We may serve in different roles, but at the end of the day we’re brothers and 

we’re sisters. And we’re all on equal footing. Equally loved by the Father. 
o Brotherly love will help you play second fiddle with joy. You don’t have to 

be the main attraction.  

 APP: You know when “sticking together” really means something:  

o When the going gets tough.  
o In seasons of illness 

o In seasons of loss 
o When you’re treated like an exile 

o When you don’t feel appreciated anymore.  
o When things aren’t fun and exciting.  

 WS: Love -   
o A caring commitment that seeks the highest good of another, w/out 

expecting anything in return.  
o Opposed to: A casual, short-lived impulse of sentimental feelings.  

 ILL: Horton Hatches the Egg –  

o It’s about this elephant that assumes the responsibility for the care of an egg 
which was abandoned by its lazy mother, and he’s a good natured fellow. 

And the going starts to get tough.  
“So Horton kept sitting there, day after day. 
And soon it was Autumn.  The leaves blew away. 

And then came the Winter…the snow and the sleet! 
And icicles hung 

From his trunk and his feet. 
But Horton kept sitting, and said with a sneeze, 

“I’ll stay on this egg and I won’t let it freeze. 
I meant what I said 

And I said what I meant… 
An elephant’s faithful 

One hundred per cent!” 
o That’s the love Peter’s talking about! - A brother is faithful 100%. 

 
Transition: So next Peter says love one another earnestly from a pure heart… 
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READ 1 Peter 1:23-24a 
23since you have been born again, not of perishable seed but of imperishable, through the 

living and abiding word of God; 24for “All flesh is like grass and all its glory like the 
flower of grass.  

 
II. You’ve been born again.  

 EXP: Our new identity calls us to love 
o Love one another since you have been born again.  

 APP: Loving one another is my born-again purpose. 

o What you do flows out of who you are. Your new birth grants you a whole 
new capacity. And you might say, “Well… for me to love that person would 

take a miracle!” That’s why He put the miracle inside of you!  
 

Transition: We love because we live - We love because we live the new birth.   
 

 ILL: Think about birth…  

o Life is created - I think about when each of my children were born, those 

were days of AWE! A new life has come into the world. That’s amazing!!!  

 PRV: The life that is in you is eternal (vs. 23).  

o If you think natural human birth is amazing, Peter says that’s just perishable 
seed; that life will expire. Verse 23 tells us you have been born again not of 

perishable seed but of imperishable; eternal life.  
 

Transition: How did this happen? 
 

III. Through the Word of God. 
 

 PRV: Through the Word of God;  

o “[You are] born again…Through the living and abiding Word of God.” 

 EXP: Through the resurrection or the Word;  

o In verse 3; Peter told us, we are born again through the resurrection of Jesus 
Christ, but verse 23 says we are born again through the Word of God. So is 

it through resurrection, or is it through the Word of God?  
o Both are agents of new life, but just in a different way. We can take these 2 

means of new birth and compare and contrast them: 
 The nature of Resurrection:  

 It is an event that is rooted in time. The resurrection is rooted in 
the past as a fixed point.  

 The Word of God:  

 Is an activity that transcends time. The Word of God carries 

forward into the present as a dynamic activity. 
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o Our new life is not only produced because of an event in the past, but is 
also sustained by an activity in the present.  

o God is not just the creator of new life, He is also the re-creator of new life. 
And he does that through the Word of God.  

 APP: Why we preach the Word 
o Because hearing the Word of God is the source of a fed and nurtured life. 

Every time we gather we are being re-created by the Word!  
 

READ 1 Peter 1:24b-25 
The grass withers, and the flower falls, 25but the word of the Lord remains forever.” And 

this word is the good news that was preached to you. 
 

Transition: We love because we live - We live because we listen to the Word of God.  
 

 EXP: The “abiding” Word of God. 
o Something about that word “abiding” is music to the ear of an exile. Because 

as an exile everything is in flux everything is unstable. 

 ILL: Isaiah -  another book written for exiles.  

Isaiah 40:24-25 

“All flesh is like grass 
    and all its glory like the flower of grass. 

The grass withers, 
    and the flower falls…” 
25 but the word of the Lord remains forever.” 

 EXP: The Contrast –  

o This life is transient VS. This Word is transcendent.  
o Life is temporary VS. God’s Word is eternal.  

 ILL: Life is fleeting…   

o Most of us know our parents pretty well. But how well do you know your 
grandparents? Kind of hit and miss; some better than others. How well do 
you know your great grandparents? Hardly at all. Yet you’re only separated 

by 2 generations! Great, great grandfather? He’s a complete stranger! Yet 
he’s my dad, 3 generations removed!!! And I don’t even know him. In his 

prime he probably felt like he was the king of the world. And his son, 3 
generations later, doesn’t even know his name. That’s humbling!  

 APP: All flesh is like grass but the word of the Lord remains forever –  

o You want some stability? You want something that will never change? Your 
worldly status may go up and down. Your investments may fluctuate. 

People’s opinions of you may change, but one thing that remains the same; 
“the word of the Lord remains forever.” You can count on that! And this 
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word (verse 25)—this living and abiding Word of God—Is the good news 
that was preached to you. 

 PRV: The gospel is the bedrock of it all.  

Romans 5:7-8 
For one will scarcely die for a righteous person — though perhaps for a 
good person one would dare even to die — but God shows his love for us… 

in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 
 

Big Idea: You can love one another because Christ loves you.  
 

Conclusion:  
He gave, He served, He sacrificed. He first loved us. That is the gospel, and the gospel is 

the source of our life and the source of our love. You are born again - What you do flows 
out of who you are. The most foundational piece to this whole thing is the reality of God. 

And the gospel of Jesus Christ.  
 

 


