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 Text: 1 Peter 1:1-2 
Letter to an Exile I     

Exiles Set Free      
2/23/14  

 
Big Idea: Exiles in the world, live as children of the King. 

Purpose: Exhort the church to recognize their citizenship in heaven.  
 

[OUTLINE & OVERVIEW] 

Introduction:  
 

1 Peter 1:1 
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 

Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 
 
I. This letter is from Peter, written with God's authority behind it. 

 
II. This letter is addressed to "elect exiles" dispersed throughout the world.  

 
1 Peter 1:2 
2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 
obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be 

multiplied to you. 
 

III. God's unfolds his plan of salvation in the life of every Christian. 
 

1 Peter 1:2d 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
 

IV. The gospel magnifies God's grace and peace in our lives.  
 

Main Idea: Exiles in the world; live as children of the King. 
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[MANUSCRIPT] 

Introduction:  
1. Hook: Our culture in America is radically changing. In the mid-20th century, post 

WWII, if you were an evangelical Christian, you were the mainstream. Billy 
Graham was preaching on the TV, a strong moral consciousness persisted, and 

biblical values (generally speaking) were "just the way it is." Kids prayed in 
schools, churches were central institutions in culture, and even politicians were 

judged based upon their established religion. If you're just catching up, things have 
changed in our nation.  

 
The Washington Times published an article this week about Bibles being removed 

from nightstands at a hotel near the Iowa State University campus. Patrons 
complained that the Holy Bibles represented "unwelcome religious propaganda in 

the bedside table." Under pressure from the Freedom From Religion Foundation, 
hotel management removed the Bibles from all their rooms, relocating them to the 
downstairs library.  

 
2. Need: As much as some may want to fight it and others may want to ignore it, the 

nation we live in is continuing to very clearly blaze a trail away from biblical 
Christianity. Even churches, pastors, and self-proclaimed Christians are 

abandoning the historic biblical faith and embracing the tide of culture. For 
example, the majority of those who identify themselves (in surveys) as Christians 

in our nation also deny the authority of Scripture. The most recent and accurate 
statistics show us that true evangelical Christianity is espoused by less than 10% of 

people in America. At the same time, the "Nones" (no religious belief) make up 
over 20% of our nation. Many have referred to this as the "death of Christendom" 

in our culture today.   
 
Christendom: when the accepted standard of a nation or majority people group is 

defined by the morals, values, and belief system of the Christian religion. 
 

Originally birthed: early 4th century AD: Constantine: Christianity official religion 
of Roman Empire. 

 
America: Founded by and large by professing Christians men who propagated 

Christian values.  
 

Like it or not, our culture has shifted massively from this place. Christians have 
been moved from the center to the margins, from the majority to the minority.  

 
3. We are Exiles, not unlike the first audience of 1 Peter… 
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READ 1 Peter 1:1-2   
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,  2according to the foreknowledge of God 

the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience to Jesus Christ and for 
sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 

 
[Structure: From, To, Why?]  

 
RE-READ 1 Peter 1:1 
1Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To those who are elect exiles of the Dispersion in 
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 

 
Transition: It comes from God through Peter, and... 
 

FROM:  
 

I. This letter is from Peter, written with God's authority behind it. 
 A. Peter writes with "apostolic authority."  

 EXP: Word of God  

o This letter is received in the 1st century, as it should be in the 21st 
century, as God's inspired word.  

 

TO: 
 

II. This letter is addressed to "elect exiles" dispersed throughout the world.  
A. There are two groups of recipients who share a common identity we must 

recognize here.  

 EXP: FIRST - 1st century recipients:  

o Christians scattered throughout Asia Minor in the cities of Pontus, 

Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia and Bythinia. Whether they were Jewish 
Christians who were driven out of Jerusalem by persecution and settled 
in this region, or Gentile Christians who renounced paganism to serve 

Jesus, these are "elect exiles."  

 WS: "Elect" =  

o "Chosen" They are Christians, chosen by God, children of God, who 

belong to God.  

 WS: "Exiles" =  

o "Strangers, resident aliens, pertaining to those who stay for a while in a 
foreign place that is not their home." 

 EXP: What a paradoxical identity.  
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o They are chosen by God, but strangers in the world. They are "cast out" 
by the world, exiles in a strange land; yet CITIZENS of heaven and 

children of God.  

 EXP: SECOND - 21st century recipients:  

o "elect exiles of the dispersion." Christians scattered throughout the world, 

including those of us sitting here in Vancouver, WA. We share the 
identity of these 1st century Christians: We are "elect exiles."  

 APP: elect exiles 
o We are chosen by God, but strangers in this world. We inhabit a foreign 

land as citizens of another.  

 EXP: "Chosen by God" : 

o Get your mind around this for a minute. God saves us, not by any work 

of our own, but by his grace and for his glory. We don't turn our lives 
around, we don't author our own salvation. God does it. God pursues us. 

 ILL: Quote – John Calvin 

"Scripture everywhere sets the counsel of God, on which is founded our 

salvation, in opposition to our merits."  

 APP: Not our merit 

o We don't deserve it, and we can't earn it. We simply respond to his 
pursuit through putting our faith in him.  

 ILL – Poem: Charles Wesley,  And Can It Be That I Should Gain 

He left his Father's throne above  
(so free, so infinite his grace!) 

emptied himself of all but love,  
and bled for Adam's helpless race.  

'Tis mercy all, immense and free,  
for O my God, it found out me!  

'Tis mercy all, immense and free,  
for O my God, it found out me!  
 

Long my imprisoned spirit lay,  
fast bound in sin and nature's night;  

thine eye diffused a quickening ray;  
I woke, the dungeon flamed with light;  

my chains fell off, my heart was free,  
I rose, went forth, and followed thee.  

My chains fell off, my heart was free,  
I rose, went forth, and followed thee. 

 
Transition: We are exiles in the world, but chosen by the King. As Peter will do several 

times in this letter, he now, for the first time, describes our salvation 

http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh363.sht
http://www.hymnsite.com/lyrics/umh363.sht
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READ 1 Peter 1:2 
2according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, in the sanctification of the Spirit, for 

obedience to Jesus Christ and for sprinkling with his blood: May grace and peace be 
multiplied to you. 

 
III. God's unfolds his plan of salvation in the life of every Christian. 

 A. Our salvation is a triune work of redemption. (2a-c)    

 PRV: The Trinity:  

o One God, three persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit all work in our 
salvation.  

 ILL: Quote – R. C. Sproul1 

"The Father sends the Son, the Son accomplishes the work, and that work is 
brought home to the lives of individuals through the intervention and the power 

of the Holy Spirit." 
 

Transition: How does this work? 
  

 B. God the Father inaugurates (authors) the work of salvation. (2a)   

 WS: "Foreknowledge" =  

o "God knew"... Nothing in your life or my life is a surprise to God. He 
knows the plan before it unfolds, and he guides by his grace.  

 PRV: “Elect” and “Exiles”: 

o God knew this beforehand.  

 PRV: Jeremiah 1:5  

"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I 
consecrated you; I appointed you a prophet to the nations." 

 APP: Don't miss this mind-blowing beautiful truth:  

o You didn't back into salvation. God chose you. God was working on the 
scene pursuing you, lining up things and people and circumstances that 
would lead you to him before you ever realized it. And he is doing the 

same in the lives of countless others through his church. 
 

 B. God the Spirit processes the work of salvation in our lives (2b).  

 WS: "Sanctification" =  

o "consecrated, set apart, personal dedication to the interests of God" 

 EXP: Holy Spirit’s work  
o HS "regenerates" us (new birth) and "sanctifies" us. This word is used in 

the NT both for a process and a result. Meaning, we are "being 
sanctified" by the Holy Spirit, growing in holiness, growing through the 

                                                                 
1 Sproul, R. C. 1-2 Peter. Wheaton, IL: Crossway, 2011. Pg. 23 
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Spirit to become more obedient to Jesus; and ALSO we are currently set 
apart as holy to God (result) by the work of the Spirit.  

 PRV: Philippians 1:6  

And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to 
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.  

 APP: We're in process:  
o You're not done changing, growing, and maturing in Christ until your 

dead. This is who we are; and we are learning to live in that identity, by 
the work of the Spirit. He's teaching us. He is calling us, convicting us, 

helping us grow.  

 EXP: Sanctification ≠  INSULATED: 

o Not cut off from the world.... doesn't mean you and I are in a Spirit-

bubble never rubbing shoulders with dirty people. Sanctification is not 
about fleeing from the world, but about growing closer to Jesus. 

 PRV: John 17:15-19    
15I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep them from 

the evil one. 16They are not of the world, just as I am not of the world.  17 
Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth. 18As you sent me into the world, 

so I have sent them into the world. 19And for their sake I consecrate myself, that 
they also may be sanctified in truth. 

 
 C. God the Son (Jesus) accomplishes the work of salvation. (2c) 

 EXP: “sprinkling with his blood” 
o Day of Atonement reference; very common OT practice: Moses in Exod 

24; the high priest in Lev. 16: It was a symbol of the covering of our sins 
by the blood of the sacrifice.  

 APP: Sprinkled by the blood of Jesus:  

o our sins covered; atoned for; Jesus redeems us from them. FOR: We've 
been saved "FOR" this: we have been saved to LIVE FREE: TO LIVE 
WITH OUR SINS COVERED. 

 EXP: Expiation of our sins:  

o taking away; "cleansing the conscience of the worshipper." (Heb. 9)  
 

 D. We are saved for obedience Jesus. (2c) 

 APP: We're saved to live free from sin and we're saved to obey Jesus.  

 
Transition: We have the FROM and the TO established, the greeting closes with the 

WHY? of this letter.  
 

READ 1 Peter 1:2d 
May grace and peace be multiplied to you. 
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WHY: 
 

IV. The gospel magnifies God's grace and peace in our lives.  
 A. This letter will immerse us in the gospel of Jesus.  

 APP: Rest in Grace 

o We will see again and again that we cannot live the way we ought (in 
obedience to Jesus). This will lead us to surrender to his finished work, 

rest in that grace, and begin to live it out through faith in him.  
o  

 B. Grace and peace are a customary greeting in the NT letters. (2d) 

 EXP/APP: "be multiplied":  

o Peter's prayer, my prayer as your pastor, is that the grace of God and the 
peace of God would exponentially grow in our hearts through the work of 

the Holy Spirit as the word of God multiplies in our lives together.  
 

Conclusion 
 

God is calling people from among every nation, tribe, language, and people. He is calling 
us to himself, to be set free from our sin through the blood of Jesus, to live as children of 
the King. When he saves us, our identity makes a shift, we become citizens of heaven and 

strangers to the world. We become exiles in the world as children of the King. What God 
is speaking through this letter from Peter, again and again, is a call for us to focus our 

identity, to live our lives, as children of the king. We're exiles in the world, but we're 
being called to LIVE as children of the KING.  

 
HI: Exiles in the world; live as children of the King. 

 
Identity Focus:  

Exile identity:  

 Fretting about how our culture isn't following God.  

 Fearing that our lives will get less comfortable as a result.  

 Being dismayed or disillusioned at events that reveal that this world is lost and 
dead in sin without Christ.  

 Insulating ourselves in close-knit, fearful subcultures, driven by anxiety that the 

world will infect us.  

 Being defined by what we are against, rather than what we are for. 

 Reviling and condemning culture, reacting to the threat we feel from it.  

 Existing in fragmented community because we are driven by fear.  

 Getting lost in the feeling of being dispossessed, cast out, not belonging.  

 Not simply being aware that we are strangers in our world, but living in a prison of 

fear, hopelessness, and anxiety because we are exiles in our world.  
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Child of the King identity:  

 Walking day by day in the living hope that is ours through Jesus Christ.  

 Living in obedience to Jesus. 

 Serving Christ, not our own comforts. 

 Laying down our lives for one another, at peace and motivated by the Spirit of 

God.  

 Engaged in our world, seeking the welfare of the city that God places us in.  

 Aware of culture, but not in fear of culture.  

 Not blindly consuming culture, but intentionally engaging culture with redemption 

in view.  

 Blessing when we are cursed.  

 Striving daily, as we trust in God through suffering.  

 Living in united community as we engage Jesus' mission together. 

 Focused on being owned by God, belonging to him, in his redeemed community 

(the church). 

 Lived out in hope, trust in God, obedience to Jesus, and redemptive engagement in 

our world. 
 

Do you see the difference? It is a matter of attitude and perspective.  


