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Until about the 1960s, the conventional wisdom in the United States was that bilingualismwas a disadvantage. Imagine
being asked by your friends or relatives, upon hearing that you are taking this class, whether bilingualism was good or
bad for their children1.

Your task: In this paper, respond to the prompt below:

Is being bilingual an asset or a liability in the U.S. context right now?

• Begin your paper by defining and contextualizing bilingualism.
• Next, consider the following questions:

– Is there a stigma attached to bilingual speakers in the American society?
– To what extent are bilinguals equipped to deal with the diverse U.S. society and the global world?
– Is the process of adding an additional language mainly beneficial or mainly harmful to the cognitive process?
– In your discussion you should draw on your experience and the knowledge and research you have become

familiar with in this class, including the perspectives from U.S. history, sociology, education, sociolinguistics,
and/or neuroscience.

• Take a position (either advantageous or disadvantageous). Defend your position (claim) with well-supported evi-
dence.

Process stages for this assignment

(1) Re-read the assigned articles and the textbook chapters.
(2) Analyze the arguments for and against bilingualism .
(3) Take a position on the issue, write a thesis statement and have it peer-critiqued.
(4) Organize and synthesize evidence in support of your thesis.
(5) Write a rough draft; invite out-of-class peer review
(6) Submit the final draft; expect feedback
(7) Discuss revision strategies with me; revise and include in the e-portfolio

Your role and audience: Effective writers are able to place themselves into their reader’s mind and anticipate possible
questions. In writing this essay, imagine that you are writing to someone who knows less about this topic than you and
who, for example, is not aware of the press reports on the most recent developments in neuroscience. Therefore, give
your reader necessary context or background information throughout the essay to help him/her follow your discussion.

Format: The essay should be 4-5 pages long. Check the syllabus for how to format this assignment.

Grading system: The essay will be evaluated according to the following criteria:

• Accurate understanding of the concepts and fulfillment of the assignment
• Analysis and development
• Organization and coherence
• Awareness of audience and use of appropriate tone
• Overall clarity of language

1This assignment, originally developed by Dr. Monika Ekiert, was revised at the College’s Inquiry & Problem Solving workshop, Feb. 2015.
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