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* “struggles of an administrator, students, and parents to define what
constitutes a legitimate ‘Japanese’language, reflecting their diverse
linguistic proficiency, personal histories, educational aspirations, and

subjectivities.”
V.
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Jackson Japanese Language School (JJLS)

* Jackson Japanese Language School (JJLS)
e is a private non-profit organization financed by the MEXT
¢ was found in 1980
e islocated in a major metropolitan area in the northeastern area
e is for students from preschool (three years old) to adults who wish to learn
Japanese language

* In 1995, a new program (Jackson course) was created. The Jackson course
PLwILEIKID X

curriculum does not follow the “* & i 5 215H guidelines = heritage
language class.
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Jackson Japanese Language School (JJLS): 3 2D 7°'1 77 A
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o i1/ Hoshuko
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o fEAKGEE/ Jackson (heritage)
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Jackson Japanese Language School (JJLS): 31@5@@ Elk
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o E¥7E/ chuzai (short-term residence) group, who live in the United States
temporarily for three to five years due to a parent’s intra-company
transfer

Hr)EFROLEL
o JRHIWIE/ choki-taizai (long-term residence) group, who plan to stay in
the United States for more than five years with an undetermined plan to
return to Japan by a parent’s possible intra-company transfer,

o 7Kf¥/ eiju (permanent residence) group, who have no plans of going to
Japan to live.
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Figure 1. Structure of JJLS. The arrows show the possible advancement to the upper grades and the
possible transfer to a different program within the school. The transfer between the programs is deter-
mined on discussions among a pertinent student, his/her parents, and a pertinent teacher/administrator.
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e Four interviews with students and their parents

¢ Sasha: moved to Jackson (heritage) at the 3rd grade
* Mayumi: moved to Jackson (heritage) at the 7th grade

Anne: stayed in hoshuko

* Martin: stayed in Jackson (heritage)
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