LaGuardia CC - Edu. & Lang. Acquisition Dept.

ELJ105 - Heritage Japanese

HADEE

uaz)m&“ﬁ
(1) dbifgE

HELY
(2) B

WwhT

() &aF

HPE

(4) Bk
(s) PKH

HAGE 105 Handout Week o2

Tomonori Nagano <tnagano@lagcc.cuny.edu>
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Bxﬁgﬁomgwlé L, BHIRMN O GEHN SR 5,
BRREITcHD s r?%?i’“‘ Dy % THREEY, 3T, SEREV BB _japan is a land of festivals. Not only are there numerous festivals based on
HH, HROY b TEYBTbA TN EE-TLS 0T E Tl n. age-old traditions, there are also many newer theme festivals such as yukata*
. ivals, and hardly a d ithout t of festival here.
brbEEAOED I, B 3T 2 R OB O BERE b festivals, and hardly a day passes without some sort of festival somewhere

Japanese festivals originally centered on agrarian rituals such as spring
DINEERTLT, 2OBINE, BE, BHRELS L0 OHHTOERYy . prayers for bountiful rice crops and autumn harvest celebrations. These were
Dl WERbBELZ R L TRLT, SUOHVETHD, 2 @i% later joined by the urban summer festivals for driving away evil spirits and
\ \ . e . Boa ~ plagues. All of these festivals were intended to placate the gods and ensure the

= 3 SR N -3 piag
DEEEDOEREFEHREES D72 ok, LFHRME, L7EZvicks _community’s continuing solidarity and prosperity, and it was not until the
ftl, HRVIHZOES LERYD 22505 —BOVv IVt —yavin _ Edo period that festivals began to be popularized as diversions from everyday

o7, r::ﬁ], EDDFBBIEAS THERZOERS LR 2EIT, To ~ life. In recent decades, and especially since the end of the war, festivals have

' wn even more devoid of meaning, and many now exist mainly as tourist
P OBDEELERD b %R0, HHIRVOFLOHERBDEWLL B nctions. & Y Y

DPIENT B & o Nebuta Festival* (4omori) This celebration of summer takes place from
e EHE . ;g.,gg‘;ﬁ:ﬁ Y SH1IHOE»S 7THE»T bR %ﬁ@ﬁ@ _ . the evening of Aungust 1 through August 7. Enormous floats depicting famous

= . e P - . warrior-heroes from ancient China* or famous Japanese samurai such as
R RCMOBMSCHERD, iz TZEE, @%ﬁ%%j}{g%ﬁm _ Katou Kiyomasa* are lit from within so that they glow as they are paraded

Db ZBEGR EOBILRREBNTES 2, MR A — b ﬂ/@ﬂ%ﬁi, fap throughout the city and, at the end of the festival, set adrift on the sea. This
BOHIR 2D BE, BB ZOOEEHCEL TEY 3L 2, Thls  closing ceremony, called nebuta-nagashi, symbolizes the dispelling of sleep

in order to usher in the bon season when ancestral spirits are welcomed and
WL EEoT, BEELST, MAOEERD 2R EMA 37 HDEY S ortained. ?

TH%, ) - ., Sanja Matsuri* (Toukyou (Tokyo)) This festival began as a parade to
o HE .*?_:_-fﬁ% ) {IFO)EEHLEO)EHE ;Eﬁt:l,j- 2B OB, 5 HI'/;- _ ‘herald the arrival of summer. Every May 17-18, scores of mikoshi* are carried

z o, .o . through the streets to Asakusa Shrine, accompanied by binzasara* percus-
18H & ETPy %> %ﬁ‘#ﬁg@;} LD HL, U/Vé 55 EREEN S E VA  sion instruments which set the beat for a wild dance called Binzasara no

BERS LTRESLLICHS TPAXSSHE, Lu OI//\[/W%‘/)@%WEé . Mai. Held in the traditionally working-class shitamachi part of Toukyou,
na, Tmfﬁ%ﬁ%&ﬂéﬁ?ﬁ@ ) 710 _ the Sanja Matsuri has a very plebeian mood.

T Kb . * o Gjon Festival* (Kyouto (Kyoto)) Kyoufo, the nation’s capital for many

® . TEEERL - r £ F3x #x > ;
Bl Tﬁ’f ) R, %Bﬁ@ i ‘%*‘ PIRRDIRY, HE 7:5 _ centuries, hosts a large number of traditional festivals, among them the Kamo
LTHDARPURLLED BH 0D, BHEHELODN, THI1A» S5 . no Kurabeuma* and the doi Matsuri,* but grandest of them all is the Gion

Fﬂlaﬁ_l?éﬁbﬂ%) TR O; 7o R CH15, 16AOBIUNITEET, Bk - Festival which begins on July 1 and lasts throughout the month. The

- highlight of the Gion Festival is on July 15 and 16, when floats with
X P <
3‘6%?17>6T£E%{ % L OG0 B, SRR L %5, | gion-bayashi musicians playing bells and other instruments light up the

<M WBLALC 5 A3, 4BCTbN2EEOEE, Leobl " nighttime streets.
%5[1[]% B HE S HEMER LY, RETVITC, 2o REEE -1, o Hakata Dontaku* (Fukuoka) The Hakata Dontaku festival is held in

Fukuoka on May 3 and 4 every year. Featuring singers beating rice paddles*
- ?— z hY Pt - .
5 L7 HEDHREZE D ik, BXebhal RWENEE D ‘5%i as well as a procession of numerous people wearing colorful costumes,

D, %ﬁﬁﬁf\@f\ﬂj EBb. HAEANBHRELFELAEZ R>T w2, .+ Hakata Dontaku makes the whole city of Fukuoka come alive with merri-
. ment.

These major festivals draw millions of participants and spectators from all

over the country—and increasingly large numbers of non-Japanese tourists as

well,
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