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October 18, 2022 
 
 
 
OPEN LETTER 
 
Benchers 
Law Society of Ontario 
Osgoode Hall 
130 Queen Street West 
Toronto, ON  M5H 2N5 
 
Via Email (various) 
 
 
 
Dear Benchers: 
 
Re: Funding for Practice Resource Centres 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Federation of Ontario Law Associations to urge you to 
support full and sustainable funding of Ontario’s courthouse law libraries (now known as 
practice resource centres, or PRCs) when you vote on the Law Society of Ontario 
budget at the November 2022 meeting of Convocation. 
 
The Legal Information and Resource Network (LiRN), the successor to LibraryCo, is a 
not-for-profit corporation responsible for centrally supporting and coordinating the 
county and district law library system. This provincial network is comprised of 48 PRCs 
across Ontario. LiRN’s mandate is to ensure that the services and programs of PRCs 
meet the evolving needs of licensees and the public. LiRN is funded through the annual 
licensing fees collected by the Law Society from lawyers. 
 
As you are likely aware, it is the statutory mandate of the Law Society to ensure that the 
public is served by licensees who meet high standards of learning and competence and 
to facilitate access to justice across Ontario. The importance of PRCs has been 
affirmed on multiple occasions over their long history, including as recently as May 26, 
2022, when Convocation approved the Final Report of the Competence Task Force, 
which states that “the competent provision of legal services requires access to legal 
information”.1  
 
Qualitative data collected for the Competence Task Force report found that library users 
attach tremendous value to legal information and library services. Legal information 
services play a key role in the development, maintenance, and enhancement of 
licensee competence. The report also points out that “[a]s sole practitioners and small 

 
1 https://lawsocietyontario.azureedge.net/media/lso/media/lawyers/enhancing-competence-
cpd/competence%20tf%202022/tab-2-1-competence-task-force_renewing-the-law-society-s-continuing-
competence-framework-may-2022_aoda.pdf (see p. 24). 
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firms provide the overwhelming majority of legal services to individuals, families, and 
very small businesses, these practices are crucial in providing access to justice and 
their viability should be a priority for the Law Society.” 
 
LiRN funding supports access to justice across the province by making practice more 
viable and affordable, particularly outside of larger centres and larger firms. The 
practice and legal information resources supplied through bulk purchasing by LiRN 
affords access to valuable online information that are otherwise unaffordable to sole 
and small practicing lawyers. For example, the services provided by Thomson Reuters 
(Westlaw), Lexis Nexis, and vLex alone would cost a sole practicing lawyer almost 
$8,300 per year if purchased individually. The negative impact on access to justice and 
the affordability of legal services by shifting this cost onto sole practitioners and small 
firms would be significant. 
 
Our members tell us that their law libraries are essential and critical to their practices. 
We trust that benchers will take this into serious consideration in their budget 
deliberations, given the Law Society’s statutory obligation to ensure competency in the 
profession. Well stocked, staffed, and sustainably funded PRCs enable all legal 
professionals to carry out the legal research required of them on behalf of their clients 
and pursuant to their obligations under the Rules of Professional Conduct. PRCs also 
serve as a vital resource for disseminating local practice directions and court 
information. 
 
It is imperative that you, as a bencher, understand and support the work that LiRN does 
for the benefit of law association members, and that the Law Society’s budget provide 
sustainable funding that accounts for annual increases of collection and staffing costs 
(which include inflationary pressures and other subscription increases, such as the 10 
to 12 percent hike in looseleaf fees we are seeing).  
 
Simply put, law librarians, library staff, and the collections of PRCs across the province 
enable legal professionals to access the resources required to do their job and to 
provide quality service to clients across Ontario. For these reasons, we urge you to 
ensure adequate support is provided to PRCs through the LiRN budget allocation. 
 
Should you wish to discuss this matter, please contact me or your local law association 
president. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Douglas W. Judson (he/him) 
Chair 
 
C. County and District Law Associations, Via Email (various); 
 FOLA Board, Via Email (various) 


