
 

 
 
To: Janet Leiper, Chair, Governance Task Force  
From: Law Students’ Society of Ontario/Société des étudiants et étudiantes en droit de l’Ontario 
Date: October 14, 2018 
Re: Response to Call for Comment—Options for Enhanced Governance Effectiveness  
 
Purpose 
 

1. Members of the Law Students’ Society of Ontario (“LSSO”) have considered the Call for 
Comment—Options for Enhanced Governance Effectiveness from the Governance Task 
Force. The LSSO respectfully submits this response for the Task Force’s consideration.  
 

2. The LSSO represents law students in Ontario.  
 

3. Please note that the LSSO is an organizational member of the Equity Advisory Group of the 
Law Society of Ontario (“LSO”), which is also submitting a response to the Call for 
Comment.  

 
Background  
 

4. The Law Students’ Society of Ontario is an advocacy body that represents over 4000 law 
students across the province at all seven Ontario law schools: the University of Windsor, 
Western University, the University of Toronto, Osgoode Hall Law School (York University), 
Queen’s University, the University of Ottawa, and Lakehead University. The student 
governments of all seven Ontario law schools are members of the LSSO. 

5. The goal of the LSSO is to articulate student needs to the organizations that govern the legal 
profession, the universities that administer legal education, and the government bodies that 
regulate post-secondary education and financial aid. 

Adding Student Voices to the LSO  
 
A.7: Are there other options the Law Society should consider for composition of its board?  
 

6. The LSO regulates lawyers and paralegals licensed in the province of Ontario. While law 
students are not formally part of the LSO’s mandate, the work that benchers do heavily 
impacts the careers of law students.  

 
7. Even at the time of this Call to Comment, the LSO is making decisions that will impact 

current law students when they enter the profession. These decisions, especially those 
around licensing and potential reforms, including abolishing the Law Practice Program, 
profoundly impact the careers of students.  
 



8. While the LSO may not view students as part of its mandate, the reality is that students are 
merely three, two, or one year out from being members of the profession, and their voices 
deserve to be heard. Indeed, it reflects good governance for their voices to be heard.  
 

9. The LSO could take an innovative approach to addressing student concerns by reserving 
one position on the board for a student representative.  
 

10. This position could be held on an ex officio basis by the President of the LSSO. While the 
LSO ceased appointing new ex officio benchers in 2010, this could be a limited exception to 
that decision.  
 

11. Appointment of the President of the LSSO as an ex officio member of the board would 
account for the reality that the presidency of the LSSO is usually one year long, a term which 
does not match the regular four-year bencher election cycle.  
 

12. The LSSO representative could be a non-voting member, allowing student voices to be 
heard while preserving the democratic nature of the LSO board. However, the LSSO would 
strongly prefer a voting member.  
 

13. The LSSO representative will be able to advocate for law students and will contribute to the 
good governance of the LSO, ensuring that benchers are aware of issues facing the future 
members of the profession and their future constituents. The LSO will be able to take a 
holistic view of the profession in governance decisions, taking into account the views of 
those who will be impacted the longest by any major changes.  
 

Conclusion  
 

14. The LSSO thanks the LSO, its benchers and staff, for allowing our participation, and the 
participation of all students, in various working groups and advisory committees. It is the 
hope of the LSSO Executive and Council that through these upcoming governance reforms, 
the partnership between the LSSO and the LSO can deepen. 

 
15. If the LSO has any questions or comments, the LSSO Executive would be happy to answer 

them.  
 

 
 

 


