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Dear Party Leader,  

We are writing on behalf of the Canadian Bar Association, as you prepare for the coming federal 
election campaign, to urge your party to commit to access to justice for all Canadians.  

The Canadian Bar Association is a national association of lawyers, law students, notaries and 
academics, with a mandate that includes seeking improvements in the law and administration of 
justice, and access to justice. We are here to help with the legal expertise of over 34,000 members, 
who live in every jurisdiction of Canada. 

Many people believe legal problems only happen to others. But, over three years, 45% of Canadians 
will have a problem needing a legal solution. And predictably, people with less money have more 
legal problems.  

Equal access to justice is not a reality in Canada now. Legal aid, Canada’s most important access to 
justice program, is too often inconsistently available, even for essential legal needs. As federal 
contributions have waned, some provinces and territories have tried to fill gaps. As a result, 
services vary as to who gets help and for what across Canada, much more than for other essential 
public services. A single mother working for minimum wage might get a lawyer for a child custody 
problem in one province, but in the next province be directed to a website or self-help materials.  

For criminal matters, we know too well about Canada’s excessive incarceration of certain 
populations, including Indigenous people and people with mental illnesses. For all those accused of 
crimes, and especially for vulnerable people, legal help at the appropriate time can make the 
difference between a just and unjust result. 

Providing legal aid is expensive, but not providing legal aid costs more:  

• Unrepresented people slow the court process, costing taxpayers money.  
• Unrepresented people get worse results, and lose rights they should have, like support for 

their children (which may result in greater reliance on publicly funded programs).  
• Ignored legal problems grow and spread – an unfairly evicted tenant may become homeless, 

a person wrongly fired from a job may go on social assistance.  
• Cost benefit research shows that $1.00 spent on legal aid saves about $6.00 on other 

government services. 

We believe it is incumbent on you, as a political leader, to address this reality and ensure that the 
federal government shows strong leadership on this file. 

We ask that you show leadership in two ways: by committing to dedicated federal legal aid funding; 
and by adopting guiding principles for a national, integrated system of public legal assistance to 
improve access to justice and meet the needs of disadvantaged people across Canada. 
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People need to have faith in Canada’s legal system and the fairness of our democracy. The CBA asks 
you to include reaching equal justice in your election platform. We ask to meet with you to discuss 
this issue at your earliest convenience. We will contact you soon to arrange a time that fits your 
schedule.  

Yours truly, 
 

Raymond G. Adlington 
CBA President 

 

Frank P. K. Friesacher 
President, CBA-Alberta 

Margaret A. Mereigh 
President, CBA-British Columbia. 

Mark H. Toews 
President, CBA-Manitoba 

Justin Robichaud 
President, CBA-New Brunswick 

Kellie Cullihall 
President, CBA-Newfoundland & Labrador 

Kelly L. McLaughlin 
President, CBA-Northwest Territories 

Gail Lynn Gatchalian, Q.C. 
President, CBA-Nova Scotia 

Sandhya Geneviève Chari 
President, CBA-Nunavut 

Lynne M. J. Vicars 
President, CBA-Ontario 

Kevin J. Kiley 
President, CBA-Prince Edward Island 

Audrey Boctor 
President, CBA-Québec 

Nicholas M. Cann, Q.C. 
President, CBA-Saskatchewan 

Jessica Lott Thompson 
President, CBA-Yukon 

 

 


