
 

 

RARE MARC CHAGALL PAINTING OF HIS FATHER, 

RECENTLY RESTITUTED TO THE DESCENDANTS OF ITS 

ORIGINAL OWNER, ON VIEW AT THE JEWISH MUSEUM 

BEGINNING FEBRUARY 16, 2023 

 

New York, NY, February 1, 2023—Marc Chagall’s painting Le Père (1911), 

which was recently restituted to the descendants of its original owner, will 

be on view at the Jewish Museum February 16, 2023, through January 1, 

2024. 

 

Completed in 1911, during a transformative period in the artist’s career, Le 

Père was among 15 works of art that the French Government restituted in 

April of 2022—part of an ongoing effort to return works in its museums that 

were stolen by the Nazis during World War II. The painting was restituted to 

the descendants of David Cender, the original owner, and sold at auction by 

Phillips in November 2022. Following the sale, Phillips’ team in New York 

worked with the buyer of the artwork and facilitated the loan to the Museum. 

 

Claudia Gould, Helen Goldsmith Menschel Director, said, “The Jewish Museum 

is honored to show Chagall’s rare portrait of his father. The vast and systemic 

pillaging of artworks during World War II, and the eventual rescue and return 

of many, is one of the most dramatic stories of twentieth-century art, and 

one that continues to have repercussions today. today. It is imperative that 

the Jewish Museum tells these stories, most recently doing so with our 

exhibition Afterlives: Recovering the Lost Stories of Looted Art (2021). We are 

grateful to Phillips for facilitating this loan.” 

 

Part of the collection of David Cender, a musical instrument-maker from 

Łódź, Poland, the work was taken from him in 1940 before he was sent to 

Auschwitz with his family. While Cender survived, his wife, daughter, and 

other relatives were killed at Auschwitz. By the early 1950s, the painting had 

been reacquired by Chagall himself, who held a particular affinity for it. The 

artist was likely unaware of the history of the painting’s ownership. In 1988, 

https://thejewishmuseum.org/exhibitions/afterlives-recovering-the-lost-stories-of-looted-art


 

the Musée national d’art moderne, Centre national d’art et de culture 

Georges-Pompidou in Paris received the painting by donation from Chagall’s 

estate. Ten years later, the work was deposited into the Musée d'art et 

d'histoire du Judaïsme in Paris, where it was on view for 24 years before 

research showed that the work should be and was restituted to Cender’s 

heirs.   

 

Le Père is a dynamic portrait that signifies Chagall’s pivotal transition from art 

student in Saint Petersburg to one of the defining figures of European 

Modernism. During the winter of 1911-1912, Chagall moved into La Ruche, an 

artists’ commune on the outskirts of Montparnasse, France. The works he 

created over the next three years are among the most highly regarded of his 

career, with his portraits bearing particular significance. Le Père is an 

intimate portrait of the artist’s father Zahar, a quiet and shy man who spent 

his entire life working in the same manual labor job. Portraits of the artist’s 

father are rare within Chagall’s oeuvre. Far from the generalized symbols of 

lovers that dominated much of his later paintings, this early work is a 

remarkably personal and heartfelt depiction. 

 

About the Jewish Museum 

The Jewish Museum is an art museum committed to illuminating the 

complexity and vibrancy of Jewish culture for a global audience.  Located on 

New York City's Museum Mile, in the landmarked Warburg mansion, the 

Jewish Museum was the first institution of its kind in the United States and is 

one of the oldest Jewish museums in the world. The Museum offers diverse 

exhibitions and programs and maintains a unique collection of nearly 30,000 

works of art, ceremonial objects, and media reflecting the global Jewish 

experience over more than 4,000 years. The public may call 212.423.3200 or 

visit TheJewishMuseum.org for more information. 
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