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LEVEL 1: INTRODUCTORY

Based on the score with changes and experiments using non-pitch elements.

For example:
•	Dynamics
•	Articulation
•	Octaves

•	Speed
•	Feel – swing/straight
•	Modality – major/minor
•	Timbre –sound

LEVEL 2: INTERMEDIATE

Based on the score using new pitch/melody/accompaniment/harmonic ideas.

For example:
•	Intros/outros
•	Improvised sections
•	New styles/feels

•	Changing patterns
•	Re-arranging
•	Re-harmonising
•	Realising lead sheets

LEVEL 3: ADVANCED

An actual composition, created from scratch with no reference to the score.

For example:
•	Creating pop progressions
•	Writing a song
•	Creating instrumental solo

References
•	4 Chord Composing:  
timtopham.com/chords
•	12 Bar Blues: timtopham.com/blues

3 LEVELS OF CREATIVITY
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3-STEP MUSIC MASHUP
Step 1 Left Hand Pattern

Step 2 Style and Key

Step 3 Mash It Up

START

END

Does the piece have 
a repeating left hand 

pattern?

What is the style?

Try a different piece!

Use a blues scale for 
right hand improv

Use major/minor 
scale for improv

What’s the key/mode of the piece? 
Use this for the RH improvising.

Student plays the left hand as written 
and improvises the right hand

Use a pentatonic 
scale for improv

No

Yes

Jazz Modern

Classical



 



 

WANT MORE HELP ON THIS TOPIC? 
You’ve come to the right place! 

Today’s webinar training and bonus downloads are just a sneak-peak at the hundreds of training 

and teaching resources offered to members of my Inner Circle.  

The Inner Circle is the place to get your piano teaching questions answered, to access unlimited 

training and resources, to hang out with other teachers and music education experts from around 

the world and to help you build the studio of your dreams. 

With over 400 members, this is a thriving community of dedicated, passionate teachers who are 

committed to giving their students the very best opportunities possible.  

The best thing is, you can continue working on this topic right away. 

THE INNER CIRCLE ROADMAP 

We’ve just released the Inner Circle Roadmap which can take you from cautiously curious, all the 

way to creative pro – and so much more: 

● Take the quiz to find out where to​ get started 

● Explore our extensive resources in a logical progression 

● Implement each step with the ​support of the community 

● Find​ lesson plans ​that will make your teaching easier 

● Continue your journey into marketing, business and beyond! 

The roadmap is exactly what you need if you know you want to be more creative in your teaching, 

but you just don’t know where to start. We’ll walk you step-by-step through the process and have 

your students jamming in no time! 

OTHER COURSES 

As well as getting access to the rest of this course, when you join the Inner Circle, you also get 

instant access to my other video training courses, including:  

● PianoFlix: How to Teach Pop Piano 

● No Book Beginners 

● Piano Studio Marketing 

● 12 Bar Blues and Jazz Improvisation  

● Online Studio Launchpad (Step-by-step guide on building or updating your website) 

 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY                     ​timtopham.com 

https://timtopham.com/


 

● 4 Chord Composing  

● Growing a Group Teaching Studio 

Plus a number of courses currently in production: 

● Grooving with GarageBand 

● Creating a Piano Academy 

● No Book Beginners for Preschoolers 

 

And don’t forget our monthly online coaching calls, the chance to rub shoulders with experts and 

teachers from around the world, ask any questions you need help with, access ​all my lesson 

plans​ and downloads and grab some great​ discounts​ on products, services, software and sheet 

music. 

What more could you want? :) 

BECOME A MEMBER TODAY  

To find out more about membership and to join us today, click here: ​timtopham.com/community​. 

You’ll be able to continue your creative journey exactly where you left off after the webinar.  

Hopefully see you soon,  

Tim. 
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https://members.timtopham.com/inner-circle/join-the-community/
https://timtopham.com/



