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Chinese nationals have increasingly become targets of kidnapping in Thailand, 

particularly in connection with transnational criminal syndicates operating scam 

centers across the Thai-Myanmar border. The kidnappers are predominantly 

Chinese crime syndicates, many of which have established bases in Myanmar's 

lawless border zones such as Myawaddy and Shwe Kokko. These groups are 

often linked to Chinese triads and collaborate with local militias, including the 

Karen Border Guard Force, to facilitate the illegal transport of victims across 

borders. In several cases, Thai nationals have acted as local facilitators, 

assisting in the abduction and transit of victims to Myanmar. Forces (SAF), with 

significant autonomy.

The primary targets of these kidnappers are young Chinese nationals, especially 

students, models, actors, and job seekers. Many victims are lured through 

deceptive job offers, such as casting calls, modeling opportunities, or promises of 

lucrative employment. Others fall prey to romance scams initiated on social 

media or dating apps, where criminals build trust before persuading victims to 

travel to Thailand or border regions under false pretenses. A distinct method 

known as "virtual kidnapping" has also emerged, in which victims are 

manipulated over the phone to isolate themselves, after which families in China 

are extorted under the belief that their loved one has been kidnapped.

In the last two years, from mid-2023 to mid-2025, nearly 1,800 Chinese nationals 

have been confirmed as kidnapping or trafficking victims linked to scam centers 

operating between Thailand and Myanmar. However, Chinese media reports and 

statements from Thai police suggest that the actual number of Chinese trafficked 

into Myanmar for forced labor in scam operations may exceed 70,000 per year.

This significant figure reflects not only the scope of the criminal networks 

involved but also the alarming frequency of such cases, many of which remain 

underreported or unresolved.

Several high-profile kidnapping cases involving Chinese nationals have emerged 

during this period. In October 2024, three Chinese students were kidnapped in 

Thailand’s Tak province after being lured from Bangkok to Mae Sot. The 

kidnappers demanded a ransom of 1.5 million baht, equivalent to approximately 

USD 40,000. The students were held for about five days before Thai police 

intervened and secured their release. In January 2025, the actor Wang Xing 

disappeared after arriving in Mae Sot, having traveled from Shanghai. He was 

abducted and transported to the notorious "Apollo Park" scam center in 

Myanmar. Wang was rescued four days later in a cross-border operation 

involving authorities from Thailand, Myanmar, and China. In June 2025, a 25-

year-old Chinese model known by the surname Zhong was lured to Thailand 

under the pretext of a photoshoot. She was subsequently taken to Myanmar and 

held captive in a scam compound before being rescued in early July 2025, likely 

after several weeks in captivity.

Another notable case involved a Chinese student studying in Australia, referred 

to in media reports as "Amber." She was ensnared in a virtual kidnapping 

scheme, trafficked to Thailand, and held under threats of organ harvesting and 

sexual violence unless her family paid a ransom of eight million yuan, roughly 

USD 1.1 million. Amber was held for approximately a week before authorities 

managed to locate and rescue her.
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In addition to these individual ransom kidnappings, there is a more insidious form 

of captivity tied to the scam industry proliferating in Myanmar. Victims like Wu 

Yonghui, a Chinese national, were trafficked into Myanmar and enslaved in scam 

centers for extended periods. Wu was held for about nine months, during which 

he endured torture and forced labor, until he was eventually rescued. These 

scam centers do not typically demand ransom; instead, they exploit victims as 

labor to perpetrate online fraud, often targeting individuals globally through 

investment scams or romantic deception.

Ransom demands vary depending on the method of kidnapping. In 

straightforward ransom cases, the demands usually range between USD 30,000 

to 60,000, with captivity lasting between four to fourteen days. Virtual 

kidnappings can involve demands exceeding USD 1 million, with victims typically 

held for about a week. In cases where victims are trafficked to scam centers, 

there is often no immediate ransom demand; instead, victims are subjected to 

months of forced labor, abuse, and inhumane conditions, with some captivity 

periods extending beyond six months.

This surge in kidnapping and trafficking cases has had a pronounced impact on 

Thailand’s tourism industry, particularly with respect to Chinese visitors, who 

traditionally represented the largest segment of foreign tourists. Safety concerns 

stemming from these kidnappings, widely publicized in Chinese media, have 

directly contributed to a significant downturn in Chinese tourism to Thailand. In 

the first half of 2025, Chinese tourist arrivals fell by 34 percent compared to the 

same period in 2024, decreasing from approximately 2.9 million to 2.27 million. 

This represents a loss of around 640,000 Chinese visitors within just six months. 

The broader international arrival numbers also declined by 4.7 percent, from 17.5 

million to 16.6 million. Fear of abduction has led to over 10,000 trip cancellations 

from China during peak travel seasons such as the Lunar New Year, severely 

impacting revenue streams in Thailand’s tourism sector.

Thailand’s economy, heavily dependent on tourism which contributes around 20 

percent of its GDP, has felt the strain. The decline in Chinese tourists has had a 

cascading effect on hospitality sectors, including hotels, restaurants, and tour 

operators, particularly in key destinations like Bangkok, Phuket, and Chiang Mai. 

In response, Thai authorities have implemented measures aimed at restoring 

confidence among travelers. The government has introduced "Safe Travel" 

certifications for hotels, shopping malls, and tour agencies to reassure tourists of 

their security. Additionally, promotional campaigns such as “Nihao-Sawadee” 

have been launched to attract Chinese visitors back to the country. These efforts 

are complemented by incentives like charter flight packages and bids to host 

international events such as Formula 1 races to diversify the tourism base and 

mitigate dependence on any single national demographic.

Regionally, the dynamics along the Thai-Myanmar border have facilitated the 

growth of these criminal enterprises. Scam compounds such as KK Park and 

Shwe Kokko have become infamous for their association with human trafficking 

and forced scams. Thailand’s Mae Sot serves as a critical transit point, where 

victims are often abducted before being smuggled across the Moei River into 

Myanmar. This border area has proven difficult to police effectively due to the 

presence of armed militias and limited state control. The escalation of these 

kidnappings has prompted joint efforts by China, Thailand, Myanmar, and 

regional organizations like ASEAN to crack down on scam centers. Authorities 

have launched coordinated raids, shut down power supplies to criminal hubs, 

and initiated repatriation efforts for thousands of victims.
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The Chinese government has increased its diplomatic pressure, sending officials 

to the Thai-Myanmar border to facilitate rescue operations and monitor 

enforcement activities.

Psychologically, the impact on victims has been severe. Many report 

experiencing torture, including beatings, electric shocks, and other forms of 

physical and mental abuse. Some victims have been dehumanized further by 

having their heads shaved and being subjected to constant threats. The ongoing 

efforts to dismantle these networks have led to some success, but the scale of 

the problem remains significant, with estimates suggesting that tens of 

thousands may still be held in scam centers across Myanmar.

Recent high-profile cases underscore the severity of the crisis. The abduction of 

Wang Xing in January 2025 and the rescue of model Zhong in July 2025 

highlight the continued risks for Chinese nationals lured by seemingly legitimate 

opportunities. These incidents have received extensive media coverage, raising 

awareness but also revealing the persistent vulnerabilities that exist due to poor 

border enforcement and sophisticated criminal tactics.

In summary, the kidnapping of Chinese nationals in Thailand is closely linked to 

transnational crime networks exploiting regional instability and weak governance 

along borders. The victims, often young and seeking better prospects, are 

deceived into dangerous situations where they are either held for ransom or 

trafficked into brutal scam operations in Myanmar. Ransom amounts range 

widely, with conventional kidnappings demanding tens of thousands of dollars, 

while virtual kidnappings seek multimillion-dollar payouts. Time in captivity can 

span from a few days to several months, depending on the criminal objective. 

The high-profile cases of Wang Xing, Zhong, and others illustrate both the 

personal tragedies involved and the broader geopolitical challenge in combating 

these crimes. The resultant sharp decline of 34 percent in Chinese tourist arrivals 

further underscores the broader economic and reputational damage to Thailand, 

compelling urgent reforms, international cooperation, and sustained law 

enforcement efforts to restore safety and confidence.
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Chinese nationals have increasingly become targets of kidnapping in Thailand, 

particularly in connection with transnational criminal syndicates operating scam 

centers across the Thai-Myanmar border. The kidnappers are predominantly 

Chinese crime syndicates, many of which have established bases in Myanmar's 

lawless border zones such as Myawaddy and Shwe Kokko. These groups are 

often linked to Chinese triads and collaborate with local militias, including the 

Karen Border Guard Force, to facilitate the illegal transport of victims across 

borders. In several cases, Thai nationals have acted as local facilitators, 

assisting in the kidnapping and transit of victims to Myanmar.

The primary targets of these kidnappers are young Chinese nationals, especially 

students, models, actors, and job seekers. Many victims are lured through 

deceptive job offers, such as casting calls, modeling opportunities, or promises of 

lucrative employment and salaries. Others fall prey to romance scams initiated 

on social media or dating apps, where criminals build trust before persuading 

victims to travel to Thailand or border regions under false pretenses. The method 

known as "virtual kidnapping" has also emerged, in which victims are 

manipulated, over the phone-- mostly under threat by Chinese “officials”-- to 

isolate themselves, after which families in China are extorted under the belief 

that their loved one has been kidnapped.

Several high-profile kidnapping cases involving Chinese nationals have emerged 

in the past two years. In October 2024, three Chinese students were kidnapped 

in Thailand’s Tak province after being lured from Bangkok to Mae Sot. The 

kidnappers demanded a ransom of 1.5 million baht, equivalent to approximately 

US$ 40,000. The students were held for about five days before Thai police 

intervened and secured their release. In January 2025, the actor Wang Xing 

disappeared after arriving in Mae Sot, having traveled from Shanghai. He was 

abducted and transported to the notorious "Apollo Park" scam center in 

Myanmar. Wang was rescued four days later in a cross-border operation 

involving authorities from Thailand, Myanmar, and China. In June 2025, a 25-

year-old Chinese model known by the surname Zhong was lured to Thailand 

under the pretext of a photoshoot. She was subsequently taken to Myanmar and 

held captive in a scam compound before being rescued in early July 2025, likely 

after several weeks in captivity.

Another notable case involved a Chinese student studying in Australia, referred 

to in media reports as "Amber." She was ensnared in a virtual kidnapping 

scheme, trafficked to Thailand, and held under threats of organ harvesting and 

sexual violence unless her family paid a ransom of eight million yuan, roughly 

US$ 1.1 million. Amber was held for approximately a week before authorities 

managed to locate and rescue her.

In addition to these individual ransom kidnappings, there is a more insidious form 

of captivity tied to the scam industry proliferating in Myanmar. Victims like Wu 

Yonghui, a Chinese national, were trafficked into Myanmar and enslaved in scam 

centers for extended periods.  
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Wu was held for about nine months, during which he endured torture and forced 

labor, until he was eventually rescued. These scam centers do not typically 

demand ransom; instead, they exploit victims as labor to perpetrate online fraud, 

often targeting individuals globally through investment scams or romantic 

deception.

Ransom demands vary depending on the method of kidnapping. In 

straightforward ransom cases, the demands usually range between US$ 30,000 

to US$60,000, with captivity lasting between four to fourteen days. Virtual 

kidnappings can involve demands exceeding USD 1 million, with victims typically 

held for about a week. In cases where victims are trafficked to scam centers, 

there is often no immediate ransom demand; instead, victims are subjected to 

months of forced labor, abuse, and inhumane conditions, with some captivity 

periods extending beyond six months.

The regional dynamics along the Thai-Myanmar border have facilitated the 

growth of these criminal enterprises. Scam compounds such as KK Park and 

Shwe Kokko have become infamous for their association with human trafficking 

and forced scams. Thailand’s Mae Sot serves as a critical transit point, where 

victims are often abducted before being smuggled across the Moei River into 

Myanmar. This border area has proven difficult to police effectively due to the 

presence of armed militias and limited state control.

The escalation of these kidnappings has prompted joint efforts by China, 

Thailand, Myanmar, and regional organizations like ASEAN to crack down on 

scam centers. Authorities have launched coordinated raids, shut down power 

supplies to criminal hubs, and initiated repatriation efforts for thousands of 

victims. The Chinese government has increased its diplomatic pressure, sending 

officials to the Thai-Myanmar border to facilitate rescue operations and monitor 

enforcement activities.

Psychologically, the impact on victims has been severe. Many report 

experiencing torture, including beatings, electric shocks, and other forms of 

physical and mental abuse. Some victims have been dehumanized further by 

having their heads shaved and being subjected to constant threats. The ongoing 

efforts to dismantle these networks have led to some success, but the scale of 

the problem remains significant, with estimates suggesting that tens of 

thousands may still be held in scam centers across Myanmar.

Recent high-profile cases underscore the severity of the crisis. The abduction of 

Wang Xing in January 2025 and the rescue of model Zhong in July 2025 

highlight the continued risks for Chinese nationals lured by seemingly legitimate 

opportunities. These incidents have received extensive media coverage, raising 

awareness but also revealing the persistent vulnerabilities that exist due to poor 

border enforcement and sophisticated criminal tactics.
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In summary, the kidnapping of Chinese nationals in Thailand is closely linked to 

transnational crime networks exploiting regional instability and weak governance 

along borders. The victims, often young and seeking better prospects, are 

deceived into dangerous situations where they are either held for ransom or 

trafficked into brutal scam operations in Myanmar. Ransom amounts range 

widely, with conventional kidnappings demanding tens of thousands of dollars, 

while virtual kidnappings seek multimillion-dollar payouts. Time in captivity can 

span from a few days to several months, depending on the criminal objective. 

The high-profile cases of Wang Xing, Zhong, and others illustrate both the 

personal tragedies involved and the broader geopolitical challenge in combating 

these crimes.
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