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Friends:

The Heidelberg Catechism, a 
statement of faith dating back to the 
16th-century Reformation, describes 
prayer as the most important part of 
our gratitude to God for his salvation. 
That’s a deeply bold statement. In 
other words, prayer is more essential 
to the Christian life than obeying the 
Ten Commandments, loving mercy 
and doing justice, or going to church to worship. All these 
things are important, of course, but prayer is at the very root 
of our relationship with God. 

Imagine setting your GPS to guide you—and then throwing it 
in the back of your car, not bothering to follow its guidance. 
We pray because we are easily distracted and need to seek 
God’s guidance and wisdom and to follow his will. 

This September, Peter Hoytema helps us see how vital prayer is 
to the Christian life. In prayer we seek the very heart of God.

Then, in October, George Young walks us through a range of 
biblical images pointing to salvation. What does it look like to 
be “saved”? The Bible offers many pictures, metaphors, and 
parables to describe God’s grace and care for us.

May you be refreshed, refocused, and renewed in God’s Word!

—Steven Koster
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Prayer: Heart to Heart with God

Peter Hoytema

Few things apply more directly to everyday Christian living than 
prayer. To be a Christian is to pray. We experience the blessings of 
prayer in many ways. Prayer is how we speak to God, worship God, 
and respond to God’s blessings. Prayer is instrumental in helping us 
grow as Christians, and it builds relationships with other people as 
we pray with and for each other. Prayer plays a key role in extending 
God’s healing presence in a hurting world.

Prayer consists of a genuine encounter between us and God—one 
that God graciously initiates. No matter how familiar we may be 
with prayer, it’s something we can all continue to learn about and 
practice. These devotions are written with the hope that when you 
pray, you experience a heart-to-heart connection with God that en-
riches and strengthens your walk with him. May these devotions 
encourage you to continue opening your heart to the God who has 
turned his heart of love toward you!

Peter Hoytema has been a pastor for nearly 30 years and has served 
congregations in Ontario and New Jersey. He is currently the pastor 
of a congregation in Strathroy, Ontario. He is a graduate of Calvin 
Theological Seminary and San Francisco Theological Seminary. He and 
his wife, Grace, are the parents of four adult children.

september



This month we are going to 
explore the mystery and maj-
esty of prayer. At first we might 
think of prayer as mainly “com-
municating with God.” That’s a 
good start, but there’s much 
more to it.

At its core, prayer involves an 
ever-deepening relationship 
with God. Prayer cultivates a 
deep desire for God, the kind 
of longing for God that Psalm 
84 expresses so well. Through 
prayer we are able to actually 
experience the presence of God.

In the Old Testament, God’s 
presence was most evident at 
the temple—the “courts of the 
Lord” poetically described 
in Psalm 84. The temple was 
God’s “dwelling place,” the des-
tination of all who traveled on 
pilgrimage to Jerusalem.

Notice that the psalmist de-
scribes people whose “hearts 
are set on pilgrimage.” This 

highlights the essence of prayer 
and the beauty of how we as 
New Testament believers ex-
perience God’s presence today. 
Because Jesus has paid the price 
for our sin and has opened the 
way for us into God’s presence, 
God is now present with his 
people through his Holy Spirit 
living in us. As a result, every 
Christian is now a temple of 
the Holy Spirit (1  Corinthians 
6:19). So we can experience 
God’s presence through prayer 
anywhere and at any time. God 
has come to us. He is as close as 
our own hearts. To meet with 
God and grow closer to him, all 
we need to do is approach him 
in prayer.

Thank you, Lord, for the 
incredible gift of prayer. 
Make our hearts your 
dwelling place, filling us 
with your presence and 
guiding us always. Amen.

Blessed are those whose strength is in you, whose hearts are set 
on pilgrimage. —Psalm 84:5

Psalm 84 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 1

WHAT IS PRAYER?



Here is the amazing reality of 
prayer: It exists because God 
wants to have a relationship 
with you. Prayer begins with 
God moving your heart to 
seek his heart. We don’t initiate 
prayer; God does. This means 
that our prayers are always re-
sponses to God’s promptings.

The scene in today’s Bible read-
ing portrays this fact beautiful-
ly. By knocking on the door to 
our hearts, the Lord invites us 
to enjoy a deep, lasting friend-
ship with him. We would  never 
have known that Jesus was 
at our doorstep without his 
knock ing at the door.

The fact that prayer is a re-
sponse to God’s initiatives is 
reassuring. But this should also 
motivate us, when possible, to 
spend time preparing to pray 
before actually doing it. It need 
not be long, but some recogni-
tion of God’s grace, the ground 

of all prayer, is a good way to 
begin. Before we speak, we 
should listen to the voice that 
calls to us. Before knocking on 
God’s door, we should hear 
God knocking on ours. When 
we prepare to pray, we grate-
fully acknowledge that what 
we are about to do has origi-
nated in the heart of God.

So before you pray, bow be-
fore its mystery. Savor the 
Lord’s grace and love. Then 
open the door.

Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears 
my voice and opens the door, I will come in. . . .  
 —Revelation 3:20

Revelation 3:14-22 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 2

PREPARING TO PRAY

Lord God, how often I 
rush into prayer without 
realizing what an incred-
ible gift it is. Slow me 
down, Lord. Make me 
aware of your grace and 
love as I come to you in 
prayer. Amen.



Prayer connects our heart with 
God’s heart. For many people, 
the word heart represents only 
their emotions, especially feel-
ings like love, sadness, and 
hope. It’s in the mind that logic 
resides, many will say. The 
heart is for feeling and the 
brain is for thinking, and the 
two are often pitted against 
each other.

The Bible teaches, however, 
that the heart is the center of 
every aspect of being human: 
our reason, our emotions, and 
our will. The heart directs our 
affections, shapes our deci-
sion making, and determines 
our ultimate allegiances. This 
is why Jesus said, “Where your 
treasure is, there your heart 
will be also” (Matthew 6:21).

Today’s Bible reading contains a 
harsh rebuke of people whose 
hearts have turned away from 
God. It affects all their think-

ing, decision making, motives, 
emotions, and behaviors. The 
spiritual fallout of a broken 
relationship with God is that 
prayer is rendered ineffective.

But nestled in this passage are 
words of hope. No matter 
how far our hearts may wan-
der from God, he promises to 
be near when we turn to him. 
That’s because he is always near 
and caring for us (see Matthew 
28:20; Philippians 4:4-6). One 
renewing encounter with God 
can change everything. And it’s 
always just one prayer away.

When you ask, you do not receive, because you ask with wrong 
motives. . . . —James 4:3

James 4:1-10 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 3

THE TURN OF THE HEART

Lord, thank you for al-
ways being near. Help 
me not to wander or turn 
my heart away from you. 
Purify my heart so that I 
may treasure and follow 
only you. In Jesus’ name, 
Amen.



Christians believe that the one 
God exists in three persons: 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
Our minds cannot sort out all 
the complexities of this mystery, 
but prayer is a wonderful way 
for the mystery of the Trinity to 
find application in our lives.

A basic understanding of prayer 
is that it involves all three per-
sons of the Trinity. We pray to 
the Father, in the name of Jesus, 
by the power of the Holy Spirit.

What this means is something 
really amazing. The Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit live to-
gether in loving harmony, each 
one glorifying and supporting 
the others. And when we pray, 
the three persons of the Trinity 
also graciously include and 
support us. Our prayers con-
nect us with the interchange of 
God’s love and amazing work 
in this world.

Here’s a picture of what that 
looks like: When Jesus was 
baptized, the Holy Spirit de-
scended on him as he was pray-
ing, and the Father said, “You 
are my Son, whom I love; with 
you I am well pleased” (Luke 
3:21-22). When we pray, we 
participate in the same self-
effacing love that unites the 
Trinity. The love of God is ex-
tended to all who have been 
baptized in the name of the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy 
Spirit (Matthew 28:19). We 
pray because we too are the 
beloved children of God with 
whom he is pleased!

I kneel before the Father. . . . I pray that . . . he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit . . . so that Christ may dwell 
in your hearts through faith.  —Ephesians 3:14-17

Ephesians 3:14-21 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 4

THE TRINITY AND PRAYER

As I pray to you, Father, 
in the name of Jesus, and 
by the power of the Holy 
Spirit, I thank you for giv-
ing me your love. Help 
me to share your love 
with others. Amen.



As we reflect on how the 
Trinity shapes our understand-
ing and practice of prayer, let’s 
consider what it means to call 
God Abba. Abba is the Aramaic 
word for “father.” Jesus spoke 
Aramaic, and Abba was per-
haps one of the first words he 
learned as a child. The equiva-
lent of Abba in English and 
 several other languages would 
be “Dada,” “Daddy,” or “Papa.”

Jesus, the Son of God, referred 
to his Father this way in prayer 
(Mark 14:36), and that should 
not surprise us. What’s truly 
incredible is that we may also 
speak to God this way. As 
Romans 8 puts it, by the Spirit 
of God we cry, “Abba.”

This name for God assures us 
of God’s loving attentiveness 
to our prayers. It conveys both 
the tenderness and security of 
our relationship with God, our 
heavenly Father.

It’s interesting that the one 
time the Bible records Jesus 
calling his Father Abba in 
prayer is on the night before 
he died. Frightened and alone, 
Jesus cried out to his Abba. 
The  writer of Hebrews prob-
ably had this episode in mind 
when he wrote that Jesus 
prayed “with fervent cries and 
tears” and that “he was heard 
because of his reverent sub-
mission” (Hebrews 5:7). The 
Father heard the Son.

Because of the Lord’s obedi-
ence, and by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, the one whom 
Jesus called Abba is our Abba 
too.

Those who are led by the Spirit of God are the children of God. 
. . . And by him we cry, “Abba, Father.” —Romans 8:14-15

Romans 8:12-17 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 5

TALKING TO OUR ABBA

Abba, Father, it’s wonder-
ful to know that I am your 
child. Thank you for lov-
ing me and for promising 
to hear me when I pray. 
For Jesus’ sake, Amen.



Today let’s focus on what it 
means to ask within God’s will. 
We’ll look at some important 
ways this affects not only what 
we ask for but also how we 
ask—and all this connects with 
asking in the name of Jesus.

First, Jesus taught, “I am the way 
and the truth and the life. No 
one comes to the Father except 
through me,” and “Whatever 
you ask in my name, the Father 
will give you” (John 14:6; 
15:16). This means that by rec-
ognizing Jesus’ authority as the 
Son of God, we can pray in his 
name and have access to God 
the Father almighty. Jesus, who 
died for our sins in order to rec-
oncile us with God (Rom. 5:6-
11), is the only reason we have 
access to the Father in prayer.

Second, our prayers are based 
on what Jesus has done for us, 
not on anything we have done. 
Jesus’ name identifies him as 
the one who saved “his peo-

ple from their sins” (Matthew 
1:21). So to ask in the name 
of Jesus is to acknowledge that 
Jesus is our Savior, who always 
intercedes for us (see Romans 
8:34; Hebrews 7:25).

Finally, in everything he did, 
Jesus wanted to do God’s will 
and bring him glory (John 6:38-
40; 12:26-28). Jesus’ example 
is the pattern for everything we 
do. So asking in Jesus’ name 
means we want to do God’s 
will and to glorify God (see 
John 14:13). And to these re-
quests God will always say yes.

This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we 
ask anything according to his will, he hears us. —1 John 5:14

Lord Jesus, one and only 
Savior, I trust the power 
and authority of your 
name. Help me to follow 
your example, praying 
and living by God’s will in 
all I do, through the work 
of your Spirit in me. In 
your name, Amen.

1 John 5:13-15 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 6

WITHIN GOD’S WILL, IN THE NAME OF JESUS



In Romans 8, the apostle Paul 
explains that believers have a 
weakness when it comes to 
prayer. This involves much 
more than simply neglecting 
prayer or praying with wrong 
motives. Our weakness runs 
much deeper.

The best way to understand it 
is to compare it to the work 
the Spirit does to help us. We 
need the Holy Spirit to pray 
on our behalf because “we do 
not know what we ought to 
pray for.”

This does not mean we never 
know what to pray for. Many 
of us have long lists of valid 
prayer concerns. Our weakness, 
though, is that we do not under-
stand how the things we pray 
for fit into the mysterious, sover-
eign will of God. It’s best under-
stood as a spiritual disability.

So, as Paul describes it, “the 
Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the 

will of God.” Though there is 
much we do not understand, 
the Spirit understands com-
pletely. The Spirit situates the 
weakness of our prayers within 
the strength of God’s inten-
tions. Our broken prayers are 
taken up and incorporated into 
divine purposes that we know 
nothing about.

We can trust the mystery of 
prayer! God is at work. As we 
pray, the Spirit is also praying. 
There is much we do not know, 
but we can know this: “that in 
all things God works for the 
good of those who love him.”

Thank you, Lord, for 
strengthening the weak-
ness of my prayers by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
As I pray to you, help me 
to trust your good will for 
my life and for all the con-
cerns I pray about. Amen.

We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit him-
self intercedes for us through wordless groans. —Romans 8:26

Romans 8:22-28 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 7

THE HOLY SPIRIT AND PRAYER



Have you ever wondered why 
Jesus prayed? As Luke 5:16 in-
forms us, “Jesus often withdrew 
to lonely places and prayed.” 
The Lord’s passion for prayer 
may surprise us. He is God; why 
would he need to pray at all?

The gospels record Jesus pray-
ing at key moments in his min-
istry. First, remember that Jesus 
was tempted in the wilderness 
“ after fasting forty days and forty 
nights” (Matthew 4:2). Prayer is 
not mentioned here, but since 
prayer and fasting are often 
connected in the Bible, it’s safe 
to  assume that Jesus prayed in-
tensely to prepare for the temp-
tations that would follow.

In addition, Jesus chose his 
twelve disciples after he “spent 
the night praying to God” (Luke 
6:12). Through prayer, he was 
guided by the Spirit to choose 
his closest followers. In Luke 
11 we read that one of the dis-
ciples asked Jesus to teach them 

to pray just  after he had finished 
praying. In response, he taught 
them the prayer we know to-
day as the Lord’s Prayer (see 
also Matthew 6:9-13).

On the night before he died, 
Jesus prayed as never before, 
earnestly wrestling with God. 
Our Lord’s submission to death 
on a cross for our sake, obeying 
the will of his Father, was the 
fruit of that prayerful struggle.

Through prayer Jesus received 
strength, discernment, instruc-
tion, and obedience. The bot-
tom line is this: if Jesus needed 
to pray, how much more do 
we?

Jesus was praying in a certain place. When he finished, one of 
his disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray.” —Luke 11:1

Luke 11:1-4 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

THE PRAYER LIFE OF JESUS

Thank you, Jesus, for 
showing how important it 
is to pray. Help us to fol-
low your example. Thank 
you for giving us prayer 
so that we grow closer to 
you. In your name, Amen.



Let’s look at some of the types 
of prayer Jesus shows us in the 
Lord’s Prayer. The place to  be-
gin is with praise, honor, and 
adoration in prayer.

Jesus taught us to pray, “Father, 
hallowed be your name” (Luke 
11:2), recognizing God’s char-
acter of being holy, majestic, 
all-powerful, sovereign over all 
things, and the source of true 
wisdom and love. It’s impor-
tant to remember that prayer 
should begin with praising and 
honoring God, recognizing all 
that God is and all that God 
has done for us. This is often 
called adoration of God. Too 
often in prayer, before we give 
God glory and honor, we ask 
God to give us something or to 
do something for us or for our 
loved ones.

The prayer of adoration is 
something we must practice. 
It can take some effort on our 
part, but, as with many things, 

the more we practice adoring 
God, the easier it gets. And we 
can begin by simply praying 
verses of Scripture that show 
us how awesome God is.

We can read a passage like 
Psalm 103 out loud, for exam-
ple. As we prayerfully say these 
verses about God’s greatness, it 
doesn’t take long before we 
begin to actually experience 
the glory of God. Our prayer 
moves from talking to God to 
enjoying the presence of God.

So before we ask God to do 
something, let’s first give God 
the glory due his name!

Praise the Lord, my soul; all my inmost being, praise his holy 
name. —Psalm 103:1

Psalm 103 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 9

PRAISE, HONOR, ADORATION

Lord, you are perfect, 
holy, majestic, and wor-
thy of all our praise. Help 
us to focus on your glory, 
faithfulness, and love as 
we bring our requests to 
you. Amen.



Quite often, we are led to 
give thanks after giving honor 
and adoration to God in our 
prayers. We give thanks for 
the amazing things God has 
done—for this world, for his 
people, and for us in our per-
sonal lives.

Notice how Psalm 66 moves 
from adoration to thanksgiv-
ing. In the first four verses the 
psalmist declares how awe-
some and glorious God is. Then 
in verse 5 we see a transition to 
“come and see what God has 
done.” From this point on, the 
psalm reads like an inventory of 
God’s gifts and amazing help. 
The psalmist describes how 
God saves and watches over 
his people, even in the context 
of trouble and disappointment, 
and the psalmist shares what 
God has done for him person-
ally as well.

Psalm 66 teaches us the value 
of being specific when we give 

thanks to God. Many people 
like to keep a prayer journal 
that helps them pay attention 
to what God is doing in their 
lives. They keep a running list 
of God’s blessings and work for 
them, and they review their list 
in thanksgiving to God.

In our prayer life, gratitude can 
grow in many ways. God is 
incredibly gracious and gener-
ous. As we read in James 1:17, 
“Every good and perfect gift 
is from above, coming down 
from the Father. . . .” The one 
who gives so abundantly is 
most worthy to receive our 
abundant thanks.

Come and hear, all you who fear God; let me tell you what he 
has done for me. —Psalm 66:16

Psalm 66 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 10

THANKSGIVING, GRATITUDE

Lord, how I can ever thank 
you enough for all the 
blessings I receive from 
you? Help me to be thank-
ful and to use your gifts to 
enrich the lives of others. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.



Jesus taught us to pray, “Your 
kingdom come” (Luke 11:2), 
and this reminds us that the 
world we live in needs the re-
freshing goodness and whole-
ness of God’s kingdom. As we 
recognize that the world is pro-
foundly broken, we know that 
its ultimate healing will occur 
only when the fullness of God’s 
kingdom has finally come.

Today, millions of people recall 
the terrorist attacks that took 
place in the United States 17 
years ago. The events of 9/11 
and all other examples of vio-
lence, injustice, and suffering 
bring us to lament. In despera-
tion we cry out, “How long, 
Lord?” We implore God to do 
something, to punish evildoers 
and to defend all who suffer as 
innocent victims.

We also go a step further in our 
lament. We remind God of the 
promises he has made, and we 
dare to call him to account to 

keep those promises, in line 
with his character. We cry out 
to the God who is all power-
ful and who in divine humility 
permits us to speak with such 
boldness in prayer.

That’s what we do when we 
pray, “Your kingdom come.”

If you are hurting, or if the 
brokenness of the world has 
moved you to lament, take 
heart. Prayers of lament are 
also prayers of hope as we 
anticipate the completion of 
God’s kingdom promises. Our 
prayers play an important role 
in the coming of his kingdom!

How long, Lord? Will you be angry forever? . . . Help us, God 
our Savior, for the glory of your name. . . . —Psalm 79:5, 9

Psalm 79 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11

LAMENT

Lord, the pain of life in 
this broken world leads us 
to cry out to you for help. 
Lord, heal our hurts. Lord, 
bring your kingdom. Lord, 
be our peace. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.



In connection with praying 
“Your kingdom come,” Jesus 
taught us to say, “Your will 
be done, on earth as it is in 
 heaven” (Matthew 6:10).

As we have noted earlier, we 
can sometimes feel uncertain 
whether the things we pray for 
are in line with God’s will. Or 
perhaps we might think that 
our confidence is somehow 
 diminished if we say, “. .  . if it 
be your will” as we pray.

While God’s will is deeply 
mysterious, there is also some-
thing very reassuring about it. 
Praying “your will be done” 
does not mean we fully under-
stand God’s will. This is mostly 
a prayer that expresses our de-
sire to do God’s will. And that 
is a prayer of strong convic-
tion. It conveys our trust in the 
goodness of God’s will and our 
assurance that God will carry 
out his purposes. And, remem-
ber, praying within God’s will is 

about following Jesus’ example 
(see Sept. 6).

Today’s Bible reading shows 
that even Jesus wrestled with 
his Father’s will and submitted 
to it. The result of that prayerful 
struggle was that Jesus could say 
with firm resolve, “Rise! Let us 
go! Here comes my betrayer!” 
His connection with the Father 
was the source of his strength.

A book about prayer that I 
have grown to appreciate has 
an interesting title. It’s called 
Yielding. There is nothing weak 
about submitting to God. 
Yield ing to God’s will is the 
very thing that strengthens us.

“My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet 
not as I will, but as you will.” —Matthew 26:39

Matthew 26:36-46 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

SUBMISSION

Lord, sometimes your will 
seems confusing; guide 
us to pray like Jesus. Help 
us to trust you, love you, 
and obey you. May your 
will be done in our lives. 
Amen.



One of the most amazing 
things about prayer is that the 
Creator of the universe wants 
us to ask him to do things 
for us. We would never think 
of asking a prime minister or 
president to do a favor for us. 
Yet God not only lets us do 
that; he also encourages and 
even commands that we do it.

Jesus taught us to pray, “Give 
us today our daily bread” 
(Matthew 6:11). That little word 
“give” seems out of place in the 
Lord’s Prayer, doesn’t it? After 
all, who are we to tell God what 
to do? So far, the Lord’s Prayer 
has focused entirely on God. 
We’ve prayed about honoring 
the Father’s name and seeking 
his kingdom and will. How is it 
that we can now instruct God 
to pay attention to us?

The answer to this question is in 
the amazing grace and humility 
that dwell in God’s heart. God 
wants to have a close relation-

ship with us. He wants to take 
care of our daily needs, and he 
wants us to know that we can 
approach him with confidence.

God wants us to know that 
because we rely on him for 
everything, and because he 
promises to care for us, we can 
ask him for all that we need—
and that can range from things 
like amazing miracles to ordi-
nary food like daily bread.

The King of heaven has turned 
his heart of love toward you. 
Looking at Jesus’ example and 
knowing the promises God has 
made, what will you ask him 
for today?

“Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock 
and the door will be opened to you.” —Matthew 7:7

Matthew 7:7-11 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 13

PETITION

Thank you, Lord, for your 
abundant blessings. Help 
me to share them gener-
ously with others so they 
too can know your love. In 
Jesus’ name I pray. Amen.



It is not always easy to under-
stand God’s answers to our 
prayers. But we can be assured 
that he is always listening to us 
and that he wants what is best 
for us.

Sometimes, when it seems 
God is saying no to something, 
he may be saying yes to some-
thing else and leading us in a 
way that is different from our 
own plans.

Sometimes we do not receive 
what we pray for because we 
are not ready for it. So God’s an-
swer may be more like “Yes, but 
not now.” In cases like that, we 
need to persist in prayer, but we 
should also ask for patience as 
we submit to God’s timing.

Other times God simply says 
no because what we are pray-
ing for is not in line with his 
will and what is best for us. 
God can decide not to give 
us something because he may 

have something else in mind 
for us—something greater than 
we can even ask or imagine 
(see Ephesians 3:20).

So we must pray to God with 
humility and trust. We might 
think that we know what’s 
best for us and that our timing 
makes more sense than God’s 
timing. But then we would be 
elevating ourselves above the 
God we pray to! As the Lord 
said to Paul when his prayer 
was declined, “My grace is suf-
ficient for you.” In this way God 
reminds us that all our needs 
are met in Christ, and this al-
lows us to pray, wait, and trust.

Lord, forgive me for 
thinking I have everything 
figured out. Help me to 
submit to you and trust in 
you. Thank you for your 
grace. It truly is all I need. 
Amen.

Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me. But 
he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you. . . .”  
 —2 Corinthians 12:8-9

2 Corinthians 12:1-10 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

WHEN GOD SAYS NO



The peace of God described 
in today’s reading is one of the 
many blessings God promises 
his people who pray.

Occasionally we hear people 
talk about having “inner peace,” 
and we can get the impression 
that inner peace is a personal-
ity trait that some people who 
are calm by nature have more 
than others. Other times, inner 
peace is described as some-
thing people can develop by 
following a pattern of relaxing 
meditation techniques.

But the kind of peace Paul de-
scribes is very different. It’s not 
something only a few people 
can experience; it’s a gift that ev-
eryone can receive. And when 
Paul says this peace “transcends 
all understanding,” he indicates 
that it is not something we can 
produce by our own efforts.

Paul is describing the peace 
that comes from God and that 

guards troubled hearts. The 
word translated as “guard” 
here is a strong military term. It 
refers to the close supervision 
a Roman soldier would have 
over someone entrusted to his 
care. In fact, in Paul’s day pris-
oners were often chained to 
the Roman guards assigned to 
watch over them.

The picture in this verse is 
compelling. Our prayers con-
nect us directly to God. The 
best inner peace is the kind 
that God alone can provide. If 
your heart needs that peace, 
ask God to give it to you. He 
will surely do it.

The peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will 
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  
 —Philippians 4:7

Philippians 4:4-7 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 15

THE PEACE OF GOD

Lord Jesus, thank you for 
giving me your peace. 
Thank you for assuring 
me that I am always pro-
tected by the power of 
your love. In your strong 
name I pray. Amen.



Driving home from the 
Toronto airport one evening 
in January, I knew I had to be 
careful. A January thaw had 
settled in, but the weather was 
turning quickly. The forecast 
called for precipitation, and in 
the cooling temperatures that 
could bring a mix of snow and 
freezing rain.

Driving in those conditions can 
be stressful. But one thing that 
helped me was a gauge on my 
dashboard showing the temper-
ature outside. Knowing that the 
temperature remained above 
freezing assured me that ice was 
not forming on the roads.

That gave me a helpful way to 
think about prayer. What we 
know on the inside can affect 
the way we deal with situations 
on the outside. In today’s Bible 
reading, for example, we see 
Paul and Silas overflowing with 
the peace of God even though 
they had been severely beaten, 

put in stocks, and imprisoned. 
And through them, the other 
prisoners were hearing about 
the amazing love and power of 
the Lord.

Then God did some amazing 
things, opening up the prison 
and loosening everyone’s 
chains. What’s more, the jailer 
and his household came to 
faith   and new life in Jesus!

In our difficult situations, the 
peace of God can fill us and 
overflow into the lives of oth-
ers too. In prayer, we connect 
with and grow closer to God, 
who has all the power in heav-
en and earth at his command. 
Imagine what God can do in 
response to our prayers!

About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns 
to God. . . . —Acts 16:25

Acts 16:16-34 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 16

PEACE OVERFLOWING

Lord, when life is hard, 
praying can be difficult. 
For all who are hurting, 
I ask that you fill their 
hearts with peace. Amen.



I recall someone asking me, a 
number of years ago, why we 
needed to have a prayer of 
confession in our worship ser-
vices. He thought the confes-
sion of sin diminished the joy 
of worship, and he didn’t see 
why forgiven sinners needed 
to keep asking God to forgive 
them.

The short answer to this ques-
tion can be found in the Lord’s 
Prayer. Jesus taught us to pray, 
“Forgive us our sins, for we 
also forgive everyone who 
sins against us” (Luke 11:4). If 
the prayer that Jesus taught us 
includes a plea of confession, 
then clearly believers need to 
ask for forgiveness regularly. 
And since the confession of sin 
in the Lord’s Prayer involves 
our relationships with others, 
it makes sense to pray this to-
gether, as a community of be-
lievers who receive and extend 
forgiveness.

Confession does convey the 
depressing reality of sin’s im-
pact on our lives. In Psalm 51, 
David is overwhelmed with 
guilt as he is made aware of his 
sin. His anguish moves him to 
repentance.

But notice that this psalm is 
also joyful as David anticipates 
praising the God who forgives. 
Prayers of confession are gate-
ways to joy!

Jesus, who taught us to pray, 
“Forgive us our sins,” is the one 
by whom those sins are forgiv-
en. Praise the Lord!

Lord, I am sorry for all the 
things I have done to hurt 
you and others. Forgive 
me, I pray. Thank you for 
restoring in me the joy of 
your salvation. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

Have mercy on me, O God. . . . For I know my transgressions, 
and my sin is always before me. —Psalm 51:1, 3

Psalm 51 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 17

PRAYER OF CONFESSION



The Bible shows us that Jesus 
speaks to the Father on our 
behalf. Romans 8:34 says that 
Jesus “is at the right hand of 
God and is also interceding 
for us.”  In 1 John 2:1 we read 
that Jesus is our “advocate with 
the Father,” and from Hebrews 
7:25 we learn that Jesus “ always 
lives to intercede” for us.

What this intercession looks 
like is depicted in our reading 
for today. At first, this passage 
may raise some questions in 
our minds. Why would Jesus 
send his disciples out on the 
lake to struggle against a pre-
vailing wind? And why, after 
leaving them alone for the 
night, would he go out to walk 
on the water just before dawn?

When we are in a struggle of 
some kind, even if it’s just an 
annoying wind, we tend to ask 
God, “Why?”

There are no easy answers to 
our questions about struggles, 

but the image of Jesus praying 
while his disciples are strug-
gling should encourage us. It 
assures us that even though 
we may feel alone, God has 
not abandoned us. Jesus came 
to this world to share our trou-
ble and to defeat the powers 
that are too strong for us to 
conquer. He still walks on the 
churning waters of life that can 
frighten us so! He has come to 
be with us in power and with 
love. In heaven, ruling over 
all things today, Jesus sees us. 
Through his Spirit he is with us, 
and he is praying for us.

After he had dismissed them, [Jesus] went up on a mountainside 
by himself to pray. —Matthew 14:23

Matthew 14:22-33 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 18

JESUS OUR INTERCESSOR

Lord, when I feel I am 
struggling alone, help me 
to know that you are with 
me and that you are pray-
ing for me. Use me also 
to share this comfort with 
others. In your name, 
Amen.



Yesterday we reflected on the 
fact that Jesus intercedes for us, 
and that encourages us to inter-
cede for others. As we pray for 
others, we lift them up to God, 
asking that in Jesus’ name God’s 
blessings pour into their lives.

As we pray for others, it’s 
important to know that our 
requests are not limited by 
time and space. In today’s 
passage we read Paul’s beauti-
ful prayer for the Philippians. 
Paul was a prisoner in Rome 
when he wrote this letter. He 
was hundreds of miles away 
from Philippi, but that did not 
prevent him from asking God 
to fill the lives of his fellow be-
lievers there with the power of 
spiritual blessing.

When we pray for others, we 
ask God to pour out his re-
sources on them, showering 
them with his limitless love and 
grace. It’s because we recognize 
our own limitations that we ask 

God to do for others what we 
are powerless to do ourselves.

Intercessory prayer demon-
strates our love for others. We 
forget ourselves in prayer and 
seek God’s best for others—
even those whom we consider 
our enemies.

One of the kindest, most 
power ful things someone can 
ever say to us is “I’m praying 
for you.” It means they want us 
to thrive in ways that only God 
can accomplish.

Whom is the Lord leading you 
to pray for today?

I thank my God every time I remember you. In all my prayers 
for all of you, I always pray with joy. . . . —Philippians 1:3-4

Philippians 1:3-11 WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 19

OUR PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Thank you, Lord, for put-
ting people in my life who 
pray for me. You bless and 
strengthen me by their 
prayers. Help me to pray 
for others too. For Jesus’ 
sake, Amen.



Jesus taught us to pray, “Lead 
us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from the evil one” 
(Matthew 6:13). If this seems 
confusing, making you wonder 
who is doing the tempting, be 
assured that God “does not 
tempt anyone” (James 1:13). 
These words in Jesus’ prayer 
mean, “Do not bring us to 
times of trial . . .” and “Protect 
us when we are tempted. . . .” 
(See also Psalm 31:3-4.)

Temptation is the work of the 
devil, Satan. We read in Matthew 
4:1 that when Jesus was in the 
wilderness, he was “tempted by 
the devil.” But it’s important to 
note that in the same verse we 
find that Jesus was “led by the 
Spirit into the wilderness.”

The activity of Satan and the 
Holy Spirit here can seem con-
fusing, but here’s a helpful way 
to look at it. Satan tempts, but 
God tests. When we are tempt-

ed, the only way we can pass 
the test of temptation is by 
recognizing our weakness and 
leaning on the Lord’s strength.

This is why prayer is such an 
important weapon in spiritual 
warfare. We are defenseless 
without it. Through prayer we 
remain connected with God, 
who equips us for battle and 
enables us to resist tempta-
tion. The Lord who conquered 
sin shares his victory with us! 
The power of sin has been 
defeated by the One who has 
delivered us from evil, and he 
is also the One who has taught 
us to pray.

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. . . . Pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. 
 —Ephesians 6:10, 18

Ephesians 6:10-20 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 20

PRAYER AND SPIRITUAL WARFARE

Lord, I am powerless to 
resist temptation apart 
from you. Thank you for 
being my strength, my 
wisdom, and my deliv-
erer. Keep me faithful in 
prayer. Amen.



Most of us realize that prayer 
is important, but we often 
struggle to make it a priority. 
Busy work schedules, the dis-
tractions of technology, and 
the demands of daily life can 
make it difficult to set aside 
time for prayer. How can we 
be more successful in devoting 
ourselves to prayer?

Some people find that praying 
at set times in the day is helpful. 
I read about someone who set 
an alarm on her watch several 
times a day to remind herself 
to pray. She was surprised to 
find that after doing this for a 
while she no longer needed 
the alarm to remind her. What 
began as a regimented routine 
soon became a cherished habit.

Many people find it helpful to 
read prayers that others have 
written. Did you know that the 
book of Psalms is sometimes 
called “the prayer book of God’s 
people”? For many of us, read-

ing the Psalms or other prayers 
recorded in the Bible has ener-
gized our devotional life.

Then there is the value of pray-
ing with others. Gathering with 
other believers for prayer and 
fellowship is a great way to 
build one another up and grow 
closer together in the Lord.

God is pleased with every 
 effort we make to devote our-
selves to prayer. The creator of 
the universe wants to spend 
time with us, and he loves to 
hear from us. That thought 
alone can inspire us to make 
prayer a greater priority!

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 
 —Colossians 4:2

Colossians 4:2-6 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 21

MAKING PRAYER A HABIT

Lord, help me to be de-
voted to prayer. Help me 
to connect with you in 
whatever way I can. Use 
me to help others grow 
in prayer as well. In Jesus, 
Amen.



The encounter between Jesus 
and the disciples from Emmaus 
has much to teach us about 
prayer. The day Jesus rose from 
the dead was the most glorious 
day in history. But later that 
day, the risen Lord assumed 
the role of an anonymous trav-
eling companion. It’s striking 
that the Lord of glory would so 
humbly seek out two discour-
aged individuals.

This assures us that when we 
feel abandoned by God, he is 
still present with us. Perhaps 
we don’t recognize God’s pres-
ence because a difficult situ-
ation has taken up all of our 
attention. But God is with us 
nonetheless.

Consider too how patient Jesus 
is as the two disciples talk about 
the events that took place in 
Jerusalem over the past few 
days. As if Jesus didn’t know 
these details! Sometimes in our 
prayers we pour out every thing 

in our hearts to God. And God 
listens! But it’s not as though 
we are telling God anything 
he’s not aware of. He simply 
lets us express ourselves. God 
is incredibly interested in hear-
ing all we have to say.

When Jesus finally revealed his 
identity to the two disciples at 
Emmaus, they were filled with 
joy. It’s the joy we feel when 
we realize that God is walk-
ing with us, listening to us, and 
sharing his time with us. The 
Lord who has come to us with 
humility and grace is the one 
to whom we can always pray.

Thank you, Lord, for 
always being with me. 
Thank you for being so 
interested in hearing my 
prayers. When I walk with 
people who are hurting, 
help me to lead them to 
you. Amen.

“We had hoped that he was the one who was going to redeem 
Israel.” —Luke 24:21

Luke 24:13-35 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 22

TALKING THINGS OUT WITH GOD



How can a person “pray con-
tinually”? Is that possible? 

At first we might think this 
command means we should 
be kneeling or bowing our 
heads and praying with our 
eyes closed 24/7. But think-
ing of prayer only in terms of 
certain actions or postures can 
really limit our understanding. 
Prayer is so much more!

We’ve been looking at prayer 
this month as a matter of the 
heart. This means prayer is not 
an activity that is different from 
all the other things we do. It’s 
directly connected to every 
aspect of our lives, for the en-
joyment and the deepening of 
our relationship with God.

Many years after the writer 
Flannery O’Connor died, some 
of her prayers were published 
in a book titled A Prayer Journal. 
Her prayers in that book beau-
tifully express her desire to love 

God and to think about God 
all the time. Like many of us, 
O’Connor also chided herself 
for neglecting prayer. But even 
her frustrations with prayer 
were a way of praying!

Any time that we think about 
or are made aware of God and 
are moved to respond, we en-
gage in prayer. As someone 
said, “You can always have 
a word with God.” That can 
happen when we enjoy God’s 
presence or when we crave it; 
it can happen in momentary 
bursts of gratitude, sporadic 
intercession, and silent desire. 
Continual prayer is the steady 
beat of a heart turned toward 
God.

Pray continually. . . .  
 —1 Thessalonians 5:17

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 23

UNCEASING PRAYER

Thank you, Lord, for 
giving us so many differ-
ent ways to pray. Keep 
us close to you, in Jesus. 
Amen.



At one place in his book Mere 
Christianity, C. S. Lewis sug-
gests that each morning starts 
the same way for everyone. 
When we wake up, thoughts 
about what we hope to accom-
plish that day flood our mind. 
Lewis writes that our plans for 
the day resemble wild animals 
that rush toward us.

I don’t know if this describes 
how a day typically begins for 
you. But Lewis goes on to de-
scribe something that every-
one should experience each 
morning. He encourages us to 
pay attention to another real-
ity: the deeper life we have in 
Jesus Christ. Instead of fretting 
over the concerns of the new 
day, we should allow God’s 
peace to flow into us.

That sounds like a wonderful 
description of morning prayer. 
It’s what Psalm 5 describes as 
being a two-way conversation 
between us and God. We speak, 

and we listen. We pray, and we 
wait. We act, and we receive. 
We begin the day with God.

Morning prayer sets the tone 
for the day that follows. If the 
morning begins with worry, 
that will only increase as the 
day moves along. But if we 
start out by enjoying time with 
God and receiving strength 
from God, we will more likely 
remain in his peace as the day 
continues. There’s no better 
way to begin the day than with 
prayer.

In the morning, Lord, you hear my voice; in the morning I lay 
my requests before you and wait expectantly. —Psalm 5:3

Psalm 5 MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 24

MORNING PRAYER

Thank you, Lord, for the 
gift of this day. Help me 
to begin each day with 
you in prayer. As I pray 
to you, thank you for giv-
ing me the strength and 
peace I need. In Jesus, 
Amen.



Yesterday we reflected on the 
importance of starting each 
day with prayer. Today we’ll 
look at how valuable it is to 
pray at the end of the day.

Evening prayer has a dual fo-
cus. On the one hand, we look 
back on the events of the day 
with gratitude and confession. 
We thank God for his abun-
dant goodness, and we ask for-
giveness for the sins we have 
committed that day.

On the other hand, we look 
ahead to the nighttime and 
ask God to protect us as we 
sleep. As we recognize our 
vulnerability and dependence 
on God, we entrust ourselves 
to his watchful care: “He who 
 watches over you will not 
slumber” (Psalm 121:3).

Psalm 31 includes both of 
these elements. Here we find 
a prayer for deliverance as well 
as an expression of trust. It’s 

been said that the words “Into 
your hands I commit my spirit” 
served as a bedtime prayer that 
Jewish parents taught their chil-
dren. It’s the prayer Jesus spoke 
just before dying on the cross 
(Luke 23:46). As he closed his 
eyes in the sleep of death, he 
placed his trust in God.

Because of Jesus, we have the 
assurance of forgiveness and 
the certainty of God’s watchful 
love. So before you sleep, talk 
to the Lord. Thank him for his 
grace, and place your fragile 
life in his strong hands.

Into your hands I commit my spirit.   
 —Psalm 31:5

Psalm 31:1-5 TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 25

EVENING PRAYER

At the end of the day I 
pray to you, Lord. Thank 
you for taking care of me 
and forgiving me. You are 
my God, and I am your 
child. I trust in you. For 
Jesus’ sake, Amen.



We might think of “silent prayer” 
as communicating with God not 
by speaking words aloud but by 
saying them in our minds. But 
prayer does not always require 
words. In fact, Jesus cautioned 
that using  “many words” in 
prayer could become like bab-
bling (see Matthew 6:7).

Being still, without using words, 
can help us reflect on the maj-
esty, power, beauty, love, and 
other characteristics of God. 
We need to be clear, though, 
that this is different from medi-
tation that views silence as 
a way to empty the mind of 
thoughts and to connect with 
one’s “ inner self.” The com-
mand to “be still” in Psalm 46 
has nothing to do with that—
and is  actually the opposite.

Notice that the words “be still” 
in verse 10 are immediately 
followed by the instruction to 
know God. Prayer helps us 
grow in our knowledge of God, 

and knowing the heart of God 
is what enables us to be still in 
his presence. As Psalm 46 in-
dicates, God is both power ful 
and kind. Our troubled hearts 
are quieted when we find our 
refuge in him.

Some Bible versions include the 
Hebrew word Selah after verses 
3, 7, and 11 in Psalm 46, and 
that may help us understand 
this point. Scholars aren’t sure 
what Selah means, but it seems 
to signal a pause and perhaps a 
time of reflection.

Practice being silent in God’s 
presence. Quiet reflection in-
tensifies prayer as the mind is 
filled with thoughts of God.

“Be still, and know that I am God.”   
 —Psalm 46:10

Psalm 46  WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 26

SILENT PRAYER

Lord, thank you for en-
abling me to be still in 
your presence. You are my 
strength, and I trust in you. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.



A news article reported the 
frightening experience a wom-
an had as she spent a day with 
friends on a boat. She was 
tossed overboard when the 
boat hit a large wave. At first, 
she didn’t think this was dan-
gerous. She thought the boat 
could easily circle back to pick 
her up.

But this occurred late in the 
day, as the sun was setting. The 
low-angle sunlight was reflect-
ed by every wave, making it 
nearly impossible for searchers 
to spot her. Then a stiff wind, 
combined with the sounds of 
other boats, muffled her cries 
for help.

As night quickly fell, she knew 
that her only hope was to swim 
to a nearby island, and she was 
eventually rescued from there. 
The article reported that as she 
swam, she did two things: she 
pleaded with Jesus to help her, 

and she told herself repeatedly 
that she was going to survive.

That sounds similar to what 
the writer is doing in Psalm 42. 
As he prays earnestly to God, 
he also tells himself to put 
his hope in God. Sometimes 
prayer includes this kind of 
self-talk. As we plead with 
God, we preach to ourselves.

When you pray, tell yourself 
to believe and trust in God!  
Sometimes we need to hear 
the gospel spoken to us by the 
sound of our own voice.

Lord, when I am strug-
gling, reassure me that 
you are with me and will 
bring me through. Help 
me to remind myself 
that my hope is in you. 
Strengthen my faith and 
resolve, in Jesus’ name. 
Amen.

Why, my soul, are you downcast? Why so disturbed within me? 
Put your hope in God. . . . —Psalm 42:5

Psalm 42 THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 27

PRAYER AS SELF-TALK



A number of studies have tried 
to search out the benefits of 
prayer. Results often indicate 
that people who pray are gen-
erally happier and healthier 
than people who don’t. This 
may help people to consider 
praying more. And people 
who do pray know that the 
benefits of prayer extend far 
beyond their health and their 
sense of happiness.

As we have noted this month, 
prayer is ultimately about a re-
lationship we have with God. 
I am reminded of a definition 
of prayer that I found in an old 
book some years ago: “Prayer 
is a cumulative life of friend-
ship with God.”

Just as a friendship involves and 
affects two people as they in-
teract, so does our relationship 
with God. Today’s Bible read-
ing makes this clear. On the 
one hand, we are instructed 
to seek God, which seems to 

imply that prayer happens by 
our initiative. But our seeking 
of God is only possible because 
God first says, “Come, all you 
who are thirsty, come to the 
waters.” God calls, and we an-
swer. Prayer is our enjoyment 
of a banquet already prepared 
by God. We pray not because 
we must, but because we may.

As we turn to the Lord, we 
find the One who has already 
turned to us in mercy and who 
freely pardons. This is the as-
surance of prayer—and also its 
greatest blessing.

Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is 
near. —Isaiah 55:6

Isaiah 55:1-7 FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 28

THE ASSURANCE OF PRAYER

Because you have first 
sought me, I seek you, O 
Lord. Because you have 
called to me, I call to you. 
Thank you for the amaz-
ing relationship I can have 
with you, through Jesus. 
Amen.



Earlier this month, as we re-
flected on the prayer life of 
Jesus, we noted how often he 
engaged in prayer. The Lord’s 
passion for prayer is something 
he wants us to have as well. In 
one of his parables Jesus taught 
that we “should always pray 
and not give up” (see Luke 
18:1).

Prayer was obviously a high 
priority for the apostle Paul, 
who wrote the letter to the 
Colossians. Some of the most 
beautiful prayers ever written 
are found in his letters. Paul’s 
prayers are magnificent, not 
only because of their content 
but also because he was so dili-
gent in prayer. He prayed “con-
tinually” for others and always 
thanked God for them.

Perhaps this leads you to con-
sider how important prayer 
is in your life. Sometimes we 
think prayer is a gift that some 
believers have more than 

 others. Sometimes people who 
become known for having a 
passion for prayer are even 
called “prayer warriors.”

It’s true that some people are 
simply more interested in 
prayer than others. But God 
wants prayer to be a top pri-
ority in everyone’s life. God 
wants us to experience prayer 
as a delight, not a duty.

Perhaps one of the things we 
should pray about most is 
prayer itself. If you ask God 
to help make prayer more of 
a priority in your life, how do 
you think he will respond? Of 
course he will say yes!

Lord, I know that prayer 
is always a blessing, but it’s 
easy for me to neglect it. 
Please increase my desire 
and my opportunities to 
spend time with you. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

We have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God 
to fill you with the knowledge of his will. —Colossians 1:9

Colossians 1:3-14 SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 29

DEVELOPING A PASSION FOR PRAYER



Here, at the end of this month, 
we have reached the end of 
our reflections on prayer. This 
reminds me that the word end 
can have two meanings. It 
can mean that something has 
stopped, and it can also refer 
to a main purpose.

So let’s consider the end of 
prayer. The traditional conclu-
sion to the Lord’s Prayer, as 
prayed by the church for many 
hundreds of years, goes like 
this: “for yours is the kingdom 
and the power and the glory 
forever. Amen.” This expresses 
the focus of prayer and the 
goal of our lives. As in life, the 
purpose of prayer is to keep 
us centered on God—to have 
our heart turned to the One 
who has first turned his heart 
toward us.

This is what David prayed for 
shortly before he died. He ac-
knowledged that God alone is 

King. He prayed that the desire 
to serve God would always be 
found in people’s hearts. His 
prayer at the end of his life 
conveys what the end—the 
main purpose—of our lives 
should be: the glory of God.

So by our prayers and in our 
lives, let us acknowledge God’s 
glory. Let us seek the peace 
and justice of his kingdom and 
submit to God’s greatness. Let 
us pray that God will use even 
us to spread his glory every-
where until his kingdom has 
finally come!

Yours, Lord, is the greatness and the power and the glory and 
the majesty and the splendor. .  .  . Yours, Lord, is the king-
dom. . . . —1 Chronicles 29:11

1 Chronicles 29:10-20 SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 30

THE END OF PRAYER

Lord, “yours is the king-
dom and the power and 
the glory forever”! Thank 
you for the assurance that 
guides my prayer and 
strengthens my life. May I 
dedicate my whole being 
to you, now and forever. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.



october
Images of Salvation

George R. Young

The Bible uses vivid images and parables that help us better under-
stand salvation. We need these helpful word pictures and stories 
because our eyes and ears are not yet used to heavenly realities. This 
month we’ll look at some of the many, many down-to-earth images 
of salvation that the Bible contains.

We can give thanks that the Bible doesn’t read like a philosophy 
textbook. Jesus preached to the crowds and did not look down on 
anyone. The carpenter of Nazareth himself grew up with calluses on 
his hands and dirt under his fingernails. He descended from heaven 
and talked our language.

George Young, a native New Yorker, worked as a taxi driver in New 
York City before studying to become a pastor. Then he, his wife Ruth, 
and their children were missionaries for many years in northeastern 
Japan. They worked with ministers and believers from the Reformed 
Church in Japan to spread the good news of salvation in Christ and 
 establish new churches. Now George and Ruth are retired and live in the 
northeastern United States, nearer to their children and grandchildren.



During the Great Depression in 
the 1930s, when many people 
didn’t know where their next 
meal was coming from, they 
sometimes had to bring their last 
valuable possession (perhaps a 
memento from their parents) to 
get cash at a pawn shop. They 
would receive a pawn ticket as a 
voucher, and then, later, if they 
could scrape together enough 
money, they could redeem 
their precious item, buying it 
back “out of hock.”

As far as I know, there were no 
pawn shops in Bible times. But 
the Bible tells of people who 
fell into poverty and had to sell 
the family farm, or sell them-
selves into service, and they 
desperately needed a way out. 
Often it was up to a relative 
to redeem them (see Leviticus 
25:25-55).

My wife’s grandmother used to 
tell us of destitute people who 

would knock on her door, 
begging for something to eat. 
Thank God, she had enough 
flour to bake a few extra loaves 
of bread each week to give to 
people who were hungry.

It is not just sentimentality 
to say that people who have 
never felt the pinch of poverty 
are sometimes poorer for their 
constant comfort. Rich or poor, 
we are all, in a sense, “in hock.” 
Our plight is desperate until we 
knock on God’s door and beg 
for his mercy. There we will find 
redemption. We will find that 
Jesus, our Redeemer, bought us 
back, at the cost of his precious 
blood, by dying on the cross.

You know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or 
gold that you were redeemed . . . but with the precious blood of 
Christ. . . . —1 Peter 1:18-19

1 Peter 1:13-21 MONDAY, OCTOBER 1

REDEEMED

How strangely wonderful 
it is, Lord, to think that 
we have been redeemed 
by your blood. Thank you 
that we belong to you. 
Amen.



The exodus from Egypt was a 
pivotal event in Israel’s history. 
The prophets and psalmists re-
fer to it often. For the people 
of Israel it brought an end to 
over 400 years of slavery.

It’s surprising, then, that the 
Pharisees said to Jesus, “We 
are Abraham’s descendants 
and have never been slaves of 
anyone. How can you say that 
we shall be set free?” (John 
8:33). They prided themselves 
on their ancestry, and to them 
slavery was just something in 
their people’s distant past. In 
Jesus’ teaching, Israel’s slavery 
in Egypt was a symbol of slav-
ery to sin, a problem for every 
person in all times.

Even the Israelites in Micah’s 
day felt that God somehow 
cramped their style. The Lord 
asked them, “My people, what 
have I done to you? How have 
I burdened you? Answer me. 
I brought you up out of Egypt 

and redeemed you from the 
land of slavery.”

Many people today, when of-
fered the gift of freedom from 
sin and release from death to 
life, prefer the “freedom” to 
engage in any kind of behavior 
they desire. Even while drag-
ging chains of sin, some think 
they can save the world. But, 
as Jesus said to the Pharisees, 
unless we believe in him we 
will die in our sins (John 8:24). 
Only in Christ can we be set 
free from slavery to sin and 
death.

How about you? Are you a 
slave to your sins and addic-
tions, or have you been set free 
through faith in Jesus Christ?

Thank you, Lord, for free-
ing us in Christ, giving us 
salvation from all that en-
slaves us. Amen.

“Everyone who sins is a slave to sin.”   
 —John 8:34

Micah 6:1-4 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 2

REDEEMED FROM SLAVERY



When I was young, I com-
muted to school by subway. I 
walked through a Greek and 
Italian neighborhood to the 
station and would see elderly 
folks sitting in the shade of a 
grape arbor in their tiny front 
yards, houses crowded around 
them, surrounded by the bustle 
of the city. There they would 
sit, glass of wine in hand, en-
joying a pleasant conversation 
with old friends. I imagined it 
must have been that way for 
them in “the old country” too, 
where they had come from.

The word pictures we find in 
Micah 4 point to full life in the 
kingdom of God, which Jesus 
will fully establish on this earth 
when he comes again. Other 
Bible passages give us similar 
pictures of peace and joyful 
abundance (see Isaiah 25:1-9; 
65:17-25; Revelation 21:1-5), 
and even now we can see signs 
and catch glimpses of God’s 

sustaining care and his work 
among us in this world.

The pressures and hectic pace 
of life are intensified by the 
dangers and deep-seated ha-
tred among nations that we 
hear about in the daily news. 
But for all who are saved, 
“the peace of God, which 
transcends all understanding, 
will guard [our] hearts and 
[our] minds in Christ Jesus” 
(Philippians 4:7). We have a 
Shepherd who watches over 
us, and there is no need to fear. 
We know that although there 
is enmity between nations and 
we will face struggles in life, 
God is sovereign and his ever-
lasting kingdom will prevail.

Everyone will sit under their own vine and under their own fig 
tree, and no one will make them afraid. . . . —Micah 4:4

Micah 4:1-4 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 3

A SHADY GRAPE ARBOR

When we are afraid, Lord, 
remind us of your loving 
care and strong presence. 
In Christ, Amen.



In this frightening passage, the 
prophet Jeremiah refers to 
Gilead, a region in Israel that 
was known for its medicinal 
balm, or healing salve. In the 
midst of destruction, there was 
no place of refuge, no place 
even for the wounded to find 
help or healing.

The prophets Isaiah and Jere-
miah lived to see the destruc-
tion of Israel and Jerusalem by 
the invading powers from the 
north: Assyria and Babylon. 
The people were being pun-
ished for worshiping other gods 
since the days of Solomon. But 
they refused to repent. Isaiah 
says, “Woe to the sinful nation, a 
people whose guilt is great. . . . 
They have forsaken the Lord; 
they have spurned the Holy 
One of Israel. . . . Why should 
you be beaten anymore? Why 
do you persist in rebellion? 
Your whole head is injured, 
your whole heart afflicted. 

From the sole of your foot to 
the top of your head there is 
no soundness—only wounds 
and welts and open sores, 
not cleansed or bandaged or 
soothed with olive oil” (Isaiah 
1:4-6). For Israel’s deep-seated 
rebellion, God allowed other 
nations to overtake them.

Later, when Jesus came, he did 
not come as the builder of an 
ark like Noah, or as a warrior 
like David. He came as the 
Great Physician, healing the 
lame, the sick, and the blind. 
Still today, our world persists in 
rebellion against God and is full 
of wounds and welts. Only in 
Christ can we be saved, brought 
back to God, and healed.

Heal us, Lord Jesus, of 
the sickness that afflicts all 
people. Heal us, and we 
will be saved. Amen.

Is there no balm in Gilead? Is there no physician there? Why 
then is there no healing for the wound of my people?  
 —Jeremiah 8:22

Jeremiah 8:4-7, 13-22 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 4

BALM IN GILEAD



In this day of credit cards, it’s 
easy to get deep into debt, and 
the interest rate can make our 
debt snowball. If we get into 
that kind of trouble, we may 
need to visit a credit counselor 
to help us plan a way out.

In the Law of Moses, God 
commanded the Israelites to 
cancel debts at the end of ev-
ery seven years. The cancella-
tion of debts was a merciful 
feature of the Law of Moses, 
and it called for an openhand-
ed, generous attitude toward 
the poor. Stinginess and lack of 
concern was inconsistent with 
the heart of the Law, which, as 
Jesus said, was based on lov-
ing God and caring about your 
neighbor as much as you care 
about yourself (see Matthew 
22:37-40).

Canceling debts on a society-
wide level was to be echoed 
by a forgiving attitude. The 
apostle Paul expresses this 

beautifully when he says in 
Ephesians 4:32: “Be kind and 
compassionate to one another, 
forgiving each other, just as in 
Christ God forgave you.”

Have you ever thought of sin 
as like getting into debt? If 
you’re a slave to some particu-
lar sin, it’s like digging yourself 
into a hole, deeper and deep-
er, making it harder and harder 
to climb out. Don’t indulge 
yourself, but cry out to God for 
the forgiveness of your debts, 
and seek his strength to live an 
obedient life.

“Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.” 
 —Matthew 6:12

Deuteronomy 15:1-11 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 5

DEBTS FORGIVEN

Lord, thank you for your 
tenderheartedness to us 
sinners. Forgive us and 
teach us to be like Jesus, 
loving and forgiving to-
ward others. In his name, 
Amen.



In my early fifties, I began to 
have trouble with my feet, 
and eventually I had to have 
operations on both of them. 
Before that, I took walking for 
granted. I even used to look at 
elderly folks and wonder why 
they walked so stiffly. Now I 
wistfully look at children skip-
ping and playing, and at young 
people who have a spring in 
their step. I know what it’s like 
now to have difficulty walking.

Part of the picture of joy in 
Isaiah 35 was fulfilled one day 
when Peter and John went to 
the temple to pray and saw a 
lame man begging for money. 
“Look at us!” said Peter, and 
the man turned toward them. 
Peter said, “Silver or gold I do 
not have, but what I do have I 
give you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, walk.” The 
man’s feet and ankles instantly 
became strong, and he jumped 
up and began to walk. Then he 

went along with them into the 
temple, “walking and jumping, 
and praising God” (Acts 3:4-8).

Imagine young deer leaping 
about in the open and bound-
ing over brooks and fallen trees 
in their woodland playground. 
That’s like a picture of people 
celebrating with the sheer joy 
of redemption and new life in 
Jesus, who has come to restore 
all things. “Gladness and joy 
will overtake them,” for they 
will no longer bear the crush-
ing effects of sin and disease or 
any guilt, because Jesus bore it 
all on the cross.

When we are weighed 
down with struggles in 
life, Lord, remind us of 
the joy of salvation, and 
lift the burdens pressing 
on our hearts. In your 
name we pray. Amen.

Then will the lame leap like a deer, and the mute tongue shout 
for joy. —Isaiah 35:6

Isaiah 35 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 6

LEAPING LIKE A DEER



In today’s reading from 
Zechariah 12, the Lord God 
of Israel is speaking, and the 
Lord describes himself as “the 
one they have pierced.” This 
phrase is quoted later in a 
description of Jesus’ death on 
the cross, saying, “These things 
happened so that the scripture 
would be fulfilled: ‘Not one 
of his bones will be broken,’ 
and . . . ‘They will look on the 
one they have pierced’” (John 
19:36-37). Through the proph-
et Zechariah, God was describ-
ing the thrust of a Roman 
spear into Jesus’ side.

Another prophet, Isaiah, also 
described Jesus’ suffering: “He 
was pierced for our transgres-
sions, he was crushed for our 
iniquities; the punishment that 
brought us peace was on him, 
and by his wounds we are 
healed” (Isaiah 53:5).

When God pours out his Spirit, 
we mourn over our sins and 
look to the Savior, pierced on 
the cross for our sake—and we 
are washed clean. No ordinary 
shower with soap and water 
can wash away sin. Only the 
blood of Jesus Christ shed on 
the cross can do that.

Have you felt remorse for your 
sin? Have you looked upon the 
one who was pierced? By faith 
in Jesus, whose shed blood 
washes our sin away, you can 
be forgiven and saved.

Thank you, Lord Jesus, 
that we don’t have to be 
haunted by guilt or by 
an impure conscience. 
Thank you for the foun-
tain that washes away 
even the worst filth. We 
pray in your name. Amen.

“On that day a fountain will be opened to the house of David 
and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, to cleanse them from sin and 
impurity.” —Zechariah 13:1

Zechariah 12:10-13:1 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 7

A FOUNTAIN FOR WASHING AWAY SIN



Here in Leviticus, in a lengthy 
passage about slaughtering ani-
mals to atone for people’s sins, 
we find more imagery that 
points to Jesus.

One such image is the scape-
goat. The word scapegoat is 
still used in the English lan-
guage today, meaning “some-
one who bears the blame for 
 others.” Usually, though, when 
people today are looking for a 
scapegoat, they want to avoid 
admitting wrong.

The scapegoat image in Leviti-
cus didn’t work that way. The 
people were called to repent 
and acknowledge their guilt as 
the priest laid his hands on the 
goat’s head and confessed over 
it all of the people’s sins. This 
was not some magical mum-
bo-jumbo. God, in his grace, 
was accepting a substitute for 
the people, taking away their 
sin, sending it out into the wil-

derness for destruction, and 
count ing them righteous.

This is a picture that points to 
the Savior, Jesus, who came 
to take on himself the curse 
for all human sin. He became 
the scapegoat for us all. As the 
apostle Paul put it later, “God 
made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we 
might become the righteous-
ness of God” (2  Corinthians 
5:21).

Lord God, thank you 
for the death of Christ 
on the cross. Through 
him, our scapegoat, we 
are cleansed of our sins, 
and we have peace with 
you. Our hearts overflow 
with gratitude for all you 
have done for us. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

“He is to lay both hands on the head of the live goat and confess 
over it all the wickedness and rebellion of the Israelites—all their 
sins. . . .”  —Leviticus 16:21

Leviticus 16:20-22 MONDAY, OCTOBER 8

THE SCAPEGOAT



In the ancient temple of the 
Lord in Jerusalem, there was 
a curtain, embroidered with 
angels, which separated the 
Holy Place from the Most Holy 
Place. The Most Holy Place 
became the dwelling place of 
God among his people. Only 
the high priest could go behind 
the curtain and enter into that 
place. There he could offer 
atonement for the sins of the 
people, once a year.

This taught the people that 
God is holy and that sinful 
people cannot stand in God’s 
presence. The curtain of the 
temple symbolized the sepa-
ration between the holy God 
and sinful people. And if any-
one violated this practice, they 
would die.

When Jesus died to atone for 
our sin, however, he cried out, 
“It is finished” (John 19:30)—
and the curtain separating the 
people from God was torn in 

two. Jesus’ death on the cross 
accomplished everything nec-
essary for our salvation. He 
became the ultimate High 
Priest for us, and his finished 
work reconciled us with God. 
Because of Jesus, the Spirit of 
God now comes to live in our 
hearts, making us his temple.

So we who were once “with-
out hope and without God in 
the world . . . who once were 
far away have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ” 
(Ephesians 2:12-13). We have 
new life and the power of 
Christ by the Holy Spirit to live 
for God each day.

Lord, thank you for loving 
us and bringing us near to 
you in Christ, our Savior. 
Help us to live faithfully 
for you. In Jesus, Amen.

With a loud cry, Jesus breathed his last. The curtain of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom. —Mark 15:37-38

Mark 15:33-39 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 9

THE CURTAIN OF THE TEMPLE



Sacrifice has almost disappeared 
from people’s understanding 
in our Western culture today. 
Some glimpses of it can be 
found in war stories, as when 
a soldier puts himself in harm’s 
way to save the lives of others.

In the ancient world, it was 
common in many religions 
to sacrifice an animal for the 
sake of a person, and even hu-
man sacrifice was widespread. 
We shudder to think of it. 
Archaeologists have found that 
young men were buried alive 
in Irish peat bogs as an offer-
ing to the people’s gods. And 
young maidens, in ceremonial 
dress, were led high into the 
Andes in South America and 
left to starve and freeze as 
an offering to the gods of the 
mountains.

The worship of God was dif-
ferent. But one day God told 
Abraham to sacrifice his only 
son, Isaac. This was a test to 

see if Abraham really trusted 
God. Along the way Abraham 
told Isaac, “God himself will 
provide the lamb for the burnt 
offering.” And when the time 
for sacrifice came, God pro-
vided a ram in place of Isaac.

This shocking story points to 
the ultimate sacrifice God was 
planning for the future, when 
he would send his only Son, 
Jesus, to be born as a descen-
dant of Abraham and to give 
up his own perfect life to atone 
for human sin. Jesus, the Lamb 
of God, laid down his life for 
us all, showing how deeply 
God loves us, so that we can 
have life with God forever.

Lord, in this selfish world, 
where we are often 
tempted to take advan-
tage of others, we remem-
ber Jesus’ selfless sacrifice. 
Thank you for such amaz-
ing love! Amen.

“Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for 
one’s friends.” —John 15:13

Genesis 22:1-19 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 10

SACRIFICE



In many weddings, as the 
groom waits joyfully, the bride, 
beautifully dressed in her wed-
ding gown, is led down the 
aisle by her father.

The “bride and groom” theme 
resonates in human society as 
a picture of mutual delight, 
commitment, and faithfulness. 
The Bible even uses this im-
age to describe the relationship 
between God and his people. 
Isaiah 62:4-5 tells us, for exam-
ple, “The Lord will take delight 
in you, and your land will be 
married. As a .  .  . bridegroom 
rejoices over his bride, so will 
your God rejoice over you.”

The New Testament speaks of-
ten about the church as the bride 
of Christ. And in Revelation 21 
we see a picture of the New 
Jerusalem, representing God’s 
people and the dwelling place 
of God, “prepared as a bride 
beautifully dressed for her hus-

band.” In the new heaven and 
earth described here, all of 
God’s promises will be fulfilled, 
and we’ll be able to delight in 
full life with God forever.

In the meantime, we may feel 
unworthy of God’s love, know-
ing we are sinners. Or, perhaps 
for some of us, the ideals of joy 
and delight in marriage may 
not be a reality. Even in times 
of doubt and struggle, though, 
God himself is with us.

Hold on to Jesus in faith; he 
is watching over and holding 
on to you. He loves you and 
wants you to flourish and en-
joy life to the full!

I saw the Holy City, the New Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God, prepared as a bride beautifully dressed for her 
husband. —Revelation 21:2

Revelation 21:1-5 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11

A BEAUTIFUL BRIDE

Lord, thank you for show-
ing us the amazing depths 
of your love for us in 
Jesus. In his saving name 
we pray. Amen.



The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent 
glass. . . . The city does not need the sun or moon to shine on it, 
for the glory of God gives it light. . . . —Revelation 21:21-23

Revelation 21:9-27 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12

THE HOLY CITY

I took some friends on an old 
taxi driver’s tour of New York 
City. We enjoyed breakfast at 
my favorite “greasy spoon,” 
plunged into the subway, fer-
ried to the Statue of Liberty, 
walked Wall Street and Times 
Square, strolled Broadway and 
the theater district, sat quietly 
in St. Patrick’s Cathedral, and 
stood in awe on the 100th-
floor balcony of a skyscraper, 
taking in a panoramic view of 
the city. They pronounced it 
“an exciting place to live.”

But I didn’t show them the 
 places where I’d been mugged, 
the kinds of places that the 
singer Michael Card calls “door-
ways darkened by despair.”

The picture Revelation draws 
of the New Jerusalem is beau-
tiful, exciting, and full of diver-
sity. The nations stream into 
it from across the earth. And 
the Holy City has no dark side. 

It has no intractable injustice, 
simmering racial hatred, porn 
shops, unemployment lines, 
broken family relationships, 
potholes, or trash. Because 
God is there, the city is full of 
goodness and light; evil has no 
place to hide.

This vision offers an invitation 
and a warning. In the Holy 
City, God will be with us, and 
all nations will be brought to 
Christ in harmony. Yet “noth-
ing impure will ever enter it, 
nor will anyone who does 
what is shameful or deceitful.”

Are you looking forward to the 
day when we can live there in 
peace and harmony with God?

Lord, we long for the 
beauty of life in the Holy 
City. Bring us to live with 
you there forever. Amen.



Many passages in the Bible 
speak of God as a rock. Jacob 
called God “the Rock of Israel” 
(Genesis 49:24). Hannah said, 
“There is no Rock like our 
God” (1  Samuel 2:2). And 
David said, “Exalted be my 
God, the Rock, my Savior!” 
(2 Samuel 22:47). The picture 
is supremely appropriate. God 
is always our firm, faithful, 
ever lasting foundation.

So when the people of Israel 
quarreled with Moses in the 
desert, demanding water to 
drink, God told Moses to take 
his staff and go to “the rock at 
Horeb.” God would stand be-
fore the rock, and Moses was 
to strike it with his staff. Water 
would gush out of the rock for 
the people to drink.

The people had been belliger-
ent, saying, “Is the Lord among 
us or not?” And God showed 
them that of course he was 
there. The people watched the 

miracle happen, and their thirst 
was satisfied. God, as always, 
provided for them.

Years later, when the religious 
leaders quarreled with Jesus, 
he said in a loud voice, “Let 
anyone who is thirsty come 
to me and drink. Whoever be-
lieves in me, as Scripture has 
said, rivers of living water will 
flow from within them” (John 
7:37-38). By “living water,” he 
meant the blessings of eternal 
life (see John 4:10-14). Jesus is 
the Rock of salvation who was 
stricken so that we can receive 
the water of life.

Give us living water in 
this dry, barren world, 
Lord. May your blessings 
of salvation flow from us 
to others. In your name, 
Amen.

They drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and 
that rock was Christ. —1 Corinthians 10:4

Exodus 17:1-7 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13

THE ROCK



A snake on a pole may seem a 
strange image to represent heal-
ing and blessing from God. But 
in the context of the story in 
Numbers 21, that’s what hap-
pened. God made it so. And 
the people learned, as they 
 often had done before, that 
they needed to trust in God.

We might not be surprised that 
the people grumbled against 
God and Moses in the desert. 
All around them was a track-
less, howling wilderness, with 
searing heat and blinding sand-
storms. Ahead of them were 
powerful enemies, barricaded 
in high, walled cities.

But God had solved all of their 
crises before: bringing them 
through the Red Sea, giving 
them manna (bread), quail 
(meat), and water each day. 
With such a firm foundation 
for faith, was there any reason 
for the people not to trust God 
with their future?

The same question can apply 
today for God’s people who 
might grumble against him. 
And we have a lot more of 
God’s faithfulness in history to 
remind us of his care. We also 
have the good news of salva-
tion through Jesus, who was 
lifted up on a cross for our 
sake. He took on himself all 
the punishment for sin and re-
bellion that was rightly ours to 
bear. Jesus even explained that 
the snake on a pole in Moses’ 
day pointed to his saving work 
on the cross. So everyone who 
looks to him and believes may 
now have eternal life.

Do you trust him?

“Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son 
of Man must be lifted up, that everyone who believes may have 
eternal life in him.”  —John 3:14-15

Numbers 21:4-9 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14

A BRONZE SNAKE ON A POLE

Lord, turn our eyes upon 
Jesus, give us faith to trust 
him, and save us. Amen.



The scenes in our reading for to-
day are quite graphic, and they 
may be shocking if you haven’t 
encountered them before. By 
painting the blood of a lamb on 
the doorposts of their houses, 
the enslaved people of Israel 
were spared from a plague of 
death. Seeing the blood on their 
doorways, the Lord passed over 
them. But the plague took the 
lives of all the Egyptians’ first-
born sons. There was wailing 
throughout Egypt because the 
hard-hearted Pharaoh would 
not listen to God’s plea through 
Moses: “Let my people go!”

The Jewish Feast of Passover 
has been celebrated every year 
since that day long ago. And it’s 
no coincidence that Jesus’ last 
supper with his disciples was 
during the Passover feast. He 
said to them, “I have eagerly 
desired to eat this Passover with 
you before I suffer. For I tell 
you, I will not eat it again until 

it finds fulfillment in the king-
dom of God” (Luke 22:15-16).

At that supper, Jesus showed 
his disciples that the bread and 
wine of the meal symbolized 
his body and blood, given and 
poured out for them. And on 
the next day he gave up his life 
to be sacrificed as “the Lamb of 
God, who takes away the sin of 
the world” (John 1:29). As the 
ultimate Passover Lamb, Jesus 
freed us from being slaves to 
sin (John 8:34). Because he 
took on the punishment for 
our sin, the judgment for sin 
has passed over us. Believing in 
him, we have new life to live 
with joy and trust in the Lord 
forever!

O God, help us to share 
the love and mercy of 
Christ, the Passover Lamb, 
our Savior. Amen.

Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  
 —1 Corinthians 5:7

Exodus 12:1-13 MONDAY, OCTOBER 15

THE PASSOVER



To learn about the ark of the 
covenant, we need to look to 
the authority of the Bible. We 
won’t find the right informa-
tion in movies like Indiana Jones 
and the Raiders of the Lost Ark, 
or in other stories or legends.

Some translations of the Bible 
call the ark a “chest” so that 
young readers won’t confuse 
it with Noah’s ark, which was 
huge (Genesis 6:15). Others 
call the cover “the mercy seat” 
because God is described as 
enthroned there between the 
cherubim (angels; see 1 Samuel 
4:4). Other translations call it 
“the atonement cover.” And 
once a year the high priest 
would enter the Most Holy 
Place and sprinkle blood on the 
cover of the ark to make atone-
ment for the people’s sin.

Forgiveness and mercy were 
central to God’s relationship 
with his people. And to this 
day Jews celebrate the Day of 

Atonement (Yom Kippur), as 
one of their most holy days.

In the ark were the Ten Com-
mandments of God’s law. The 
law shows us how to honor 
God with our lives, but we 
always fall short. So we need 
atonement and forgiveness. 
When Jesus, our ultimate High 
Priest, shed his blood for us, he 
made the ultimate atonement, 
fulfilling the requirements of 
the law “once for all” (Hebrews 
10:10). God is indeed forgiv-
ing and merciful.

Have you experienced God’s 
holiness and mercy in your 
life?

Holy and merciful God, 
thank you for making a 
way for us to be forgiven 
and to live in your pres-
ence—through the blood of 
Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant 
law, I will meet with you. . . . —Exodus 25:22

Exodus 25:10-22 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 16

THE ARK OF THE COVENANT



Israel’s high priest was to wear 
special garments glittering with 
engraved precious stones. 
These garments gave Aaron 
dignity and honor, pointing to 
Jesus, our ultimate High Priest.

The breastpiece included 
12 precious stones, each en-
graved with the name of one 
of the 12 tribes of Israel. The 
instructions for using the gar-
ments say, “Whenever Aaron 
enters the Holy Place, he will 
bear the names of the sons of 
Israel over his heart .  .  . as a 
continuing memorial before 
the Lord.”

The variety of hues and colors 
in the stones representing the 
whole people of God helps us 
recognize the diversity of all 
peoples who are now part of 
God’s family in Christ. We are 
all precious in his sight.

In Isaiah 54:11-13 God speaks 
of the redeemed this way: 

“Afflicted city . . . I will rebuild 
you with stones of turquoise, 
your foundations with lapis 
lazuli. I will make your battle-
ments of rubies, your gates of 
sparkling jewels, and all your 
walls of precious stones. All 
your children will be taught 
by the Lord, and great will 
be their peace.” And in a vi-
sion of heaven in Revelation 
7:9 we see a multitude “from 
every nation, tribe, people, and 
language, standing before the 
throne [of God] and before 
the Lamb.”

Will you be there too? God 
wants his people from all na-
tions to live with him in peace 
and abundance forever!

Thank you, Lord, that 
each one of us is precious 
in your sight. Bear us close 
to your heart and guide us 
each day, we pray. Amen.

“There are to be twelve stones, one for each of the names of the 
sons of Israel. . . .”  —Exodus 28:21

Exodus 28:15-29 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 17

PRIESTLY GARMENTS



The apostle Paul tells the 
church at Rome, “In Christ, 
we, though many, form one 
body” (Romans 12:5). And to 
the Corinthians he says, “You 
are the body of Christ.” When 
we are saved in Jesus Christ, 
we become part of the church, 
and each of us is a valuable 
member of the body of Christ.

The idea of being a member of 
the body is different from that 
of being a member of a club or 
some other organization. You 
are a part of a living body, like 
an eye, an ear, or a hand.

“To each one the manifesta-
tion of the Spirit is given for 
the common good.” We are a 
part of the church so that, in a 
way that is unique to our God-
given abilities, we may contrib-
ute to the body’s health, vigor, 
and growth.

In the early church, it seems, 
there were two extremes. 

Some people said, “Because I 
am not an eye, I do not belong 
to the body.” And others said, 
“I am an eye, but you are a 
hand; I don’t need you!”

Some people think of the 
church as a stuffy, boring club. 
But we are all saved to be a part 
of something larger than just 
our lonesome selves. Together, 
in the body of Christ, we can 
do greater things to encour-
age each other in the faith and 
bring Christ’s love and peace to 
a broken world. Discover your 
gifts, and use them in service to 
Christ, the head of the church.

Now you are the body of Christ, and each one of you is a part 
of it. —1 Corinthians 12:27

1 Corinthians 12:4-30 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 18

THE BODY

O Lord, where in your 
body would you like me 
to serve? Help me not to 
be scornful or envious of 
other parts of your body. 
Help us all work together 
for good. In your name, 
Amen.



In one of my earliest memories, 
I remember being a frightened 
little boy sitting in a police car. 
With the two-way radio crack-
ling and the roof-light flashing, 
we drew up to police head-
quarters near a sprawling park 
in Queens, New York City. I 
had wandered from my fam-
ily’s picnic on one of the park’s 
long paths through the woods. 
Mom and Dad had searched 
for me frantically, imagining 
the dangers to their child in a 
city of 8 million strangers. My 
heart leaped: there they were! 
Hugs and kisses and endearing 
words followed, and effusive 
thanks to the officer, and im-
mense relief.

Jesus told a story about a wan-
dering, lost son. The heart-
wrenching agony of the father 
in that story would have been 
greater even than my parents 
endured when I was lost as a 
child. The son in Jesus’ story 

was full-grown, and by asking 
for his share of the inheritance, 
he was telling his dad that he 
wished he were dead. The fa-
ther could have gotten angry 
and disowned the son, but 
instead, with compassion like 
that of God the Father, he kept 
the door open and waited for 
his son to return to his senses.

Could there be anything more 
powerful than God’s love 
for us? The gospel is not just 
some philosophical exercise 
but a heart-wrenching, real-life 
drama that brings us to tears of 
gratitude. It moves us to turn 
back and follow Jesus, to live 
as our loving Father calls us to.

Lord, thank you for your 
amazing love and for 
seeking us when we have 
wandered. Guide us to be 
faithful. In Jesus, Amen.

“While he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was 
filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms 
around him and kissed him.” —Luke 15:20

Luke 15:11-32 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 19

LOST AND FOUND



We know that the world we 
live in has many good things 
and amazing blessings, but 
there is also hardship and bro-
kenness. Ever since our first 
parents fell into sin (Genesis 3), 
there has been toil and trouble 
amid all the good things God 
provides us in life.

We can find and cultivate all 
kinds of good food, but we 
have to work hard for it. We 
can enjoy good health, but we 
can also get sick—and even 
die. Nature can be breathtak-
ingly beautiful, but it can also 
be  viciously cruel. 

In his parable about the wheat 
and the weeds, Jesus points out 
the corruption and brokenness 
of life in this world. And be-
cause there is still much good 
amid the damaging effects of 
sin and evil, he is willing to 
wait for the time of harvest. 
At that time the judgment will 

come, and the weeds, repre-
senting wicked people and all 
their evil works and systems, 
will be cast out (see Matthew 
13:36-43).

In the meantime, though, the 
kingdom of God will grow in 
surprising ways, like the huge 
plant that grows from a tiny 
mustard seed. At first it may 
not even be noticeable. But as it 
takes root and grows, the good 
seed of the kingdom spreads far 
and high and deep and wide, 
providing comfort and support 
and rest and peace, even amid 
the troubles of everyday life.

Have you found the peace and 
rest of the kingdom of God, 
and will you help others find 
it too?

Lord, grant us your peace 
and grace in this troubled 
world, and help us to share 
it for your sake. Amen.

“The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow 
good seed in your field? Where did the weeds come from?’” 
 —Matthew 13:27

Matthew 13:24-32 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 20

WHEAT, WEEDS, AND A MUSTARD SEED



As Moses prepared God’s peo-
ple to enter the promised land 
after more than forty years in 
the desert, he challenged them 
to follow God and choose life. 
“I command you today,” he 
said, “to love the Lord your 
God, to walk in obedience to 
him . . . then you will live and 
increase, and the Lord your 
God will bless you.” Further, 
Moses said, “Listen to his voice, 
and hold fast to him.”

The instructions seemed sim-
ple enough, and yet the people 
struggled constantly with sin 
and disobedience. With rebel-
lious attitudes and actions they 
broke their promises to God 
generation after generation.

But throughout all that time 
God remained faithful. The 
people couldn’t hold on to 
him, but God held on to them. 
And eventually he sent his 
own Son to become one of 

them, a child of Israel, a son 
of Abraham. He would live 
without sin, and he would 
shepherd the people to live by 
God’s Word.

When Jesus came, he taught 
and healed people, and he 
showed that he is the faithful 
shepherd for all who will listen. 
“My sheep listen to my voice,” 
he said. “I give them eternal life, 
and they shall never perish; no 
one will snatch them out of my 
hand” (John 10:27-28).

Do you hear his voice? Listen 
to him. He loves you and will 
never let you go.

Now choose life, so that you and your children may live and that 
you may love the Lord your God, listen to his voice, and hold 
fast to him. —Deuteronomy 30:19-20

Deuteronomy 30:11-20 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21

LOVE THE LORD, LISTEN TO HIS VOICE

Lord Jesus, teach us to walk 
in the way of life. Guide us 
to listen, obey, and trust 
your Word always. In your 
name, Amen.



In December 1967, a team 
of doctors led by Christiaan 
Barnard of South Africa per-
formed the world’s first human 
heart transplant. The news 
electrified people around the 
globe. Since then, countless 
lives have been saved by heart-
transplant operations.

When the Bible talks about a 
person’s heart, though, it is usu-
ally not referring to the organ 
that pumps blood through the 
body. For thousands of years 
the heart has been a symbol of 
what we call our soul, the cen-
ter of our being, the seat of our 
thoughts and emotions, what 
makes us “us.”

Still today, in everyday conver-
sation, if someone is merciless, 
we may say they are “stony-
hearted” or “hard-hearted.” So 
we know what God was saying 
when he promised his people, 
through the prophet Ezekiel, “I 

will give you a new heart and 
put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of 
stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit 
in you.”

This is the new birth Jesus 
spoke about when he said, 
“No one can see the kingdom 
of God unless they are born 
again” (John 3:3). We receive 
new birth, new life, through 
the Spirit of God. Previously 
our stony hearts were dead 
 toward God, but when his 
Spirit fills us with new life, we 
are revived and given a new 
heart of love for God and all 
people.

“I will give you a new heart and put a new spirit in you; I will 
remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of 
flesh. And I will put my Spirit in you.”  —Ezekiel 36:26-27

Ezekiel 36:24-32 MONDAY, OCTOBER 22

A NEW HEART

Holy Spirit, you gave life 
to lifeless clay. Breathe 
life into us; come and live 
within us, that we may 
have new life and salva-
tion in Christ. Amen.



In ancient times there were no 
banks as we know them. So 
people would keep their valu-
ables and treasure hidden, and 
they would keep it in everyday 
containers like clay jars, tucked 
away in a secret place or bur-
ied in the ground.

Paul makes good use of the 
contrast between the clay and 
the treasure. The cheap, rough, 
material of a clay jar is totally 
different from the refined, pre-
cious jewels and coins it may 
contain. And Paul compares 
the treasure to the precious 
message of salvation that God 
calls us to share in Jesus’ name, 
despite all our earthy weak-
nesses and sinfulness.

How precious are the “won-
derful words of life,” the mes-
sage of forgiveness through 
God’s love and grace, the news 
of Jesus’ victory over death, 
and the promise of our own 
resurrection! There is no truth 

so precious as the gospel of 
Christ!

Often, however, we get dis-
couraged in our own weak-
ness. Even if we are not per-
secuted or imprisoned for our 
faith like Paul was, we can un-
derstand the feeling of being 
“hard pressed on every side.” 
Until the day we are called into 
eternal glory, we must not lose 
heart. Till then, let this be our 
motto: “We also believe and 
therefore we speak.” Let us not 
lapse into silence. The same 
grace that forgave our sin car-
ries us on, through life, so that 
light may shine out of darkness.

Lord Jesus, you give us 
the precious words of life. 
As we follow you, teach 
us how to live each day 
in the boundless grace of 
God. In your name we 
pray. Amen.

We have this treasure in jars of clay to show that this all-surpass-
ing power is from God and not from us. —2 Corinthians 4:7

2 Corinthians 4 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 23

TREASURE IN CLAY JARS



In the chaos leading up to 
the French Revolution (1789-
99), many churches in France 
were converted into “Temples 
of Reason.” People lifted up 
the “goddess of reason” to cel-
ebrate the new Age of Reason 
in place of the fading Age of 
Faith. Not long afterward the 
Age of Romanticism came 
along to replace the tyranny 
of reason by lifting up passions 
and feelings.

Like a pendulum swinging 
back and forth, each age has 
its own ideology. Sometimes 
there is a good reason for the 
change. But usually only one 
side of truth is exalted. And 
when that becomes idolized, 
it prompts a reaction. There 
is a place for reason, a place 
for emotions, a place for art, 
a place for science, and much 
more. But when people high-
light ideals over the sovereign-
ty of God, they become idols 

(false gods) and are eventually 
found to be inadequate. Idols 
are ultimately unsatisfying.

That is what happened in the 
days of Jeremiah. “My people 
have exchanged their glorious 
God for worthless idols,” said 
the Lord. “They have forsaken 
me, the spring of living wa-
ter, and have dug their own 
cisterns, broken cisterns that 
cannot hold water.” Like idols, 
broken cisterns leave us thirsty 
and longing for living water, a 
gushing spring that never runs 
dry. Regardless of what people 
may say from age to age in his-
tory, Jesus is always the living 
water who fills us with the gift 
of eternal life (John 4:14).

Lord, fill us with grace 
and truth, your living wa-
ter for this parched, thirsty 
world. May we honor you 
first in all we do. Amen.

“My people have committed two sins: They have forsaken me, 
the spring of living water, and have dug their own cisterns, bro-
ken cisterns that cannot hold water.” —Jeremiah 2:13

Jeremiah 2:11-19 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 24

BROKEN CISTERNS HOLD NO WATER



Here Jesus explains how build-
ing our life is like building a 
house. If we want a house 
that will last, it must have a 
solid foundation. And the only 
foundation for living is to listen 
to Jesus’ teaching and put it 
into practice.

When the apostle Paul talked 
about building up the church of 
Jesus, he used house-building 
language also. In 1 Corinthians 
3:11-13 he warned, “No one 
can lay any foundation other 
than the one already laid, 
which is Jesus Christ. If any-
one builds on this foundation 
 using gold, silver, costly stones, 
wood, hay or straw, his work 
will be shown for what it is.”

Paul used similar imagery in 
Ephesians 2:20-22 to describe 
God’s household—“built on 
the foundation of the apostles 
and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the chief corner-

stone. . . . And in him you too 
are being built together to be-
come a dwelling in which God 
lives by his Spirit.” 

Describing Jesus as “the living 
Stone,” the apostle Peter adds, 
“You also, like living stones, 
are being built into a spiritual 
house.” And why? Not just to 
have a solid, full life worth liv-
ing, but “that you may declare 
the praises of him who called 
you out of darkness into his 
wonderful light” (1 Peter 2:4-5, 
9). Jesus wants us to live by his 
Word and teaching so that we 
can share his message with oth-
ers—and help them have a life 
built on Christ too!

Lord, thank you for the 
assurance and eternal 
security we have in you. 
Use us to help others find 
this full life also. Amen.

“Everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into 
practice is like a wise man who built his house on the rock.” 
 —Matthew 7:24

Matthew 7:24-27 THURSDAY, OCTOBER 25

WISE BUILDERS



Through his Word, the Bible, 
God gives us hope and an eter-
nal perspective, and its images 
of salvation stir the heart. If we 
didn’t know its promises, the 
hatred between nations would 
seem unsolvable, and any ef-
forts at peace would seem futile.

But God promises that he 
will “settle disputes for many 
peoples. They will beat their 
swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning 
hooks. Nation will not take up 
sword against nation, nor will 
they train for war anymore.” 
For “in the last days” all nations 
will stream in to recognize and 
honor the Lord.

There was actually a fore-
taste of this in Old Testament 
times, when the Queen of 
Sheba came to visit Israel’s 
King Solomon in Jerusalem (2 
Chronicles 9:1-9). Her realm 
was in southwestern Arabia 

about 900 years before Jesus 
came. Historians say that be-
fore the time of Christ, Judaism 
had spread south to Arabia 
and over to Ethiopia in Africa.

Since the time of Jesus’ death 
and resurrection, the nations 
have begun streaming into 
God’s kingdom. Jesus’ follow-
ers have gone out to spread the 
good news “to the ends of the 
earth” (Acts 1:8). And when the 
Lord comes again to live with 
us in his Holy City, “the nations 
will walk by its light, and the 
kings of earth will bring their 
splendor into it” (Revelation 
21:24). There will be peace in 
God’s eternal kingdom.

Come quickly, Lord Jesus, 
and usher in your king-
dom. Until you do, open 
closed doors so that the 
nations may enter into 
your peace. Amen.

In the last days the mountain of the Lord’s temple will be estab-
lished as the highest of the mountains; it will be exalted above 
the hills, and all nations will stream to it. —Isaiah 2:2

Isaiah 2:1-5 FRIDAY, OCTOBER 26

THE STREAM OF NATIONS



It is not unusual to be saved 
through faith in God and yet 
suffer under oppression. A per-
son may walk with Jesus each 
day and yet have to labor un-
der discrimination, deal with 
unfair working conditions, or 
face religious persecution—
with little chance of getting out 
from under the grindstone.

What’s particularly scorching 
about Amos’s prophecy is that 
some of the worst oppressors 
were Israelites who were zeal-
ous in their religious rituals. 
They brought sacrifices to God; 
they observed all the religious 
holidays. They followed the law 
of God to the letter. But they 
had no concern for other peo-
ple. Through Isaiah, God said, 
similarly, “Stop bringing mean-
ingless offerings! Your incense 
is detestable to me. .  .  . Your 
hands are full of blood! .  .  . 
Learn to do right; seek justice. 
Defend the oppressed. Take 

up the cause of the fatherless; 
plead the case of the widow” 
(Isaiah 1:13-17). Wherever this 
charge may apply today, it calls 
for self-examination of our at-
titudes and account books. It 
may also call for debate and ac-
countability in our community 
and business circles.

Ultimately, on the day of the 
Lord, the Judge of all human-
kind will usher in complete jus-
tice. And for those who have 
repented and turned to Christ, 
all oppression and poverty will 
cease. On that day, justice will 
roll down like a mighty river.

Let justice roll on like a river, righteousness like a never-failing 
stream! —Amos 5:24

Amos 5:18-24 SATURDAY, OCTOBER 27

JUSTICE LIKE A RIVER

“Search me, God, and 
know my heart; test me 
and know my anxious 
thoughts. See if there 
is any offensive way in 
me, and lead me in the 
way everlasting” (Psalm 
139:23-24). Amen.



By the Spirit of the Lord, Ezekiel 
had an unforgettable vision. The 
grisly scene of bones scattered 
across a valley might seem a ter-
rifying nightmare, with the evi-
dence of death all around. But 
God turned that valley of the 
shadow of death into a place 
of life. The dry, scattered bones 
began rattling and joining to-
gether, and soon they were cov-
ered by muscles and skin. And 
when the breath of life entered 
the people’s remade bodies, 
they sprang to life again.

God said this was a sign for 
his people, who thought they 
were dead, dried up, cut off, 
and without hope in the world. 
They were exiled from their 
land as punishment for genera-
tions of sinning against God. But 
he promised to restore them to 
himself by putting his Spirit in 
them and giving them new life.

God accomplished this in sur-
prising ways through his Son, 
Jesus Christ. He came to pay for 
human sin by giving up his own 
life and then rising from the 
dead. Then God’s Spirit came to 
breathe new life in us, guiding 
us to know the Lord and trust 
in him for forgiveness and salva-
tion. As Paul put it, though we 
were “without hope and with-
out God in the world,” he “made 
us alive with Christ even when 
we were dead” in our “trans-
gressions and sins” (Ephesians 
2:1, 4-5, 12). And one day, 
when Jesus returns, we will also 
rise from our graves to live with 
him! (See 1 Thessalonians 4-5; 
Revelation 21-22.)

“Then you, my people, will know that I am the Lord, when I 
open your graves and bring you up from them. I will put my 
Spirit in you and you will live. . . .” —Ezekiel 37:13-14

Ezekiel 37:1-14 SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28

WITH GOD’S SPIRIT IN US

Lord of life, fill us with 
your Spirit and guide us 
in truth to live with your 
goodness and love for ever. 
For Jesus’ sake, Amen.



Maybe you have read about or 
seen heart-wrenching pictures 
of orphanages in some coun-
tries where babies lie unat-
tended in their cribs, crying pit-
eously in unchanged diapers. 
No one plays with them, hugs 
them, kisses them, or coos at 
them. The workers are over-
burdened and overwhelmed 
and don’t know what to do.

Ezekiel 16 includes a striking 
allegory about Jerusalem in its 
miserable plight: “On the day 
you were born your cord was 
not cut, nor were you washed. 
. . . No one looked on you with 
pity. .  .  . You were despised. 
Then I passed by and saw you 
kicking about in your blood, 
and .  .  . I said to you, ‘Live!’ 
I made you grow like a plant 
of the field. .  .  . You became 
mine” (Ezekiel 16:4-8).

That is what 1 John 3:1 is talk-
ing about when it says, “See 
what great love the Father has 

lavished on us, that we should 
be called children of God!” Or, 
as Paul put it, “In love he pre-
destined us for adoption.  .  .  .” 
If God had left us in our sin-
ful state, we would have died. 
And today, because God has 
put his Spirit in us, we can live 
for him.

Because of his love for us, 
we can turn away from sin. 
Believing in Christ, we are 
washed, and we live in his 
love. We are cherished. God 
becomes our loving Father. 
He loves and disciplines us as 
his children, and we live in his 
family forever. What a beauti-
ful picture of the tenderness of 
our God!

Father, thank you that 
through Jesus we are 
yours. Help us to reflect 
your love in us by sharing 
your love with others. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus 
Christ. —Ephesians 1:4-5

Ephesians 1:3-10 MONDAY, OCTOBER 29

ADOPTION



The Bible has a lot to say about 
inheritance, and it all points to 
God’s promises of inheriting 
full life in his kingdom forever.

God shows his goodness by 
giving an inheritance to his 
children. “Those who hope in 
the Lord will inherit the land,” 
says the psalmist. “The meek 
will inherit the land and enjoy 
peace and prosperity.” In an-
cient Israel the focus was on 
the land God had given the 
12 tribes of Israel, but today 
we know that this refers to the 
whole earth in the new heaven 
and new earth. In fact, Jesus 
quoted from this psalm when 
he said, “Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth” 
(Matthew 5:5).

God’s goodness inspires par-
ents to leave an inheritance 
for the generations that follow. 
Money saved up for one’s chil-
dren and grandchildren, so that 
they may have a head start in 

life, is a good thing. But people 
who honor the Lord also show 
care and compassion for the 
poor, and they work against 
injustice and discrimination. In 
all that he did, Jesus modeled 
these important teachings.

Do good, care for people in 
need, save up your pennies for 
your children. Love the Lord, 
love your neighbor in Jesus’ 
name, share the good news of 
God’s love, and know that, by 
grace, you have the blessings of 
eternal life in his kingdom.

The righteous will inherit the land and dwell in it forever.  
 —Psalm 37:29

Psalm 37:1-29 TUESDAY, OCTOBER 30

INHERITANCE

Lord, you are our great-
est treasure. Help us not 
to live for ourselves and 
our own comfort, but to 
give from the abundance 
you give—to help people 
in need and to bless our 
children, especially with 
the inheritance of faith. 
For Jesus’ sake, Amen.



The apostle John saw a vision 
of war in heaven, of the drag-
on defeated and hurled down 
to earth, furious “because he 
knows that his time is short.” 
This is a vivid image of reality. 
It is the spiritual reality behind 
the wars that rage around us. 
As the devil whispers tempta-
tions in our ears, he also sows 
discord among the nations and 
goads them to war.

Human history reveals an un-
ending parade of war and strug-
gle. The past century has seen 
perhaps the worst destruction 
of all. Soon after World War I 
came World War II, with the 
Allies defending democracy 
and liberty against the threats 
of dictatorship in Germany, 
Italy, and Japan. Then Italy was 
defeated, and then Germany, 
and then finally Japan.

But the sense of relief and 
joy after World War II didn’t 

last long. More conflicts came 
along, from Korea to Vietnam 
amid the rise of communism, 
the nuclear arms race, and 
bitter fighting in the Middle 
East, to radicalist terrorism and 
years of war to try to stop it. 
It’s just one confrontation after 
 another.

Only the return of Christ will put 
an end to all this trouble. And 
the dragon, along with death 
itself, will be destroyed. Come, 
Lord Jesus, come quickly!

Lord, we pray, for peace—
your peace. May the peo-
ples of the earth come to 
know peace with God. 
And may we be instru-
mental in bringing peace 
to others. In Jesus’ name 
we pray. Amen.

“Woe to the earth and the sea, because the devil has gone down 
to you! He is filled with fury, because he knows that his time is 
short.” —Revelation 12:12

Revelation 12:7-12 WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 31

WAR AND PEACE



Kids love the fun adventures of Liz and 

his pals in the reptilian town of Terrene.

Parents love the Episode Devotions, the 

dramatized Bible Stories, and family Activities.

Don’t miss any of it! Be sure to subscribe 

for weekly updates from Kids Corner.

It’s all available free, right there at 

KidsCorner.net
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