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EYES OPEN 
TO GOD



Friends:

How are your eyes? A few years ago, 
I underwent a series of surgeries on 
my eyes that left me partially blind for 
many months. At one point, I went on 
a seaside tour with my family, and while 
they marveled at majestic landscapes, 
ships on the horizon, and birds in the 
air, I could barely see my feet. The 
experience left me with a deep sense of 
how precious and fragile our physical 
eyesight truly is. 

The Bible calls us to cultivate spiritual eyes to see God at work 
in our lives. While we are created to know God and enjoy him 
forever, our own sinfulness pushes us to close our eyes so that 
we ignore God as if we didn’t need him. Our human nature 
today is no different from the way it was in biblical times. 
Against our own best interests, we would rather wander blindly 
instead of following God. 

In July, Arie Leder leads us through stories from the book of 
Judges, showing how even God’s chosen people, who should 
have seen him best, often turned away from God’s leading. Like 
them, we have to admit that we would rather do what seems 
right in our own eyes.  

Then in August, George Young explores the concept of wealth 
with the theme “Earthly Treasures, Heavenly Treasure.” God’s 
creation is full of rich gifts for us to enjoy to his glory, but none 
of those compares to his wondrous gift of salvation.

May you be refreshed, refocused, and renewed in God’s Word!

—Steven Koster
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Eyes Open to God 

Arie C. Leder

The book of Judges describes a people of God we’d rather not see. 
With our eyes open to the teaching of Judges, we see the truth about 
God’s people, including ourselves—for we often abandon our Lord 
in favor of this world’s attractions. With eyes open to the truth, we 
can also see God’s endless patience with an undeserving people and 
our need to be saved from ourselves. Above all, eyes open to God 
help us see that we are not our own, “but belong—body and soul, 
in life and in death”—to our patient, merciful Judge and Redeemer, 
Jesus Christ (see Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 1).

Arie C. Leder is Johanna K. and Martin J. Wyngaarden Senior Professor 
of Old Testament Studies, emeritus, of Calvin Theological Seminary.

july

Earthly Treasures,  
Heavenly Treasure

George R. Young  

Jesus likened salvation to a treasure, and this helps us understand our 
eternal salvation and how to live as Jesus’ followers. In the month of 
August let’s reflect together on the many blessings we have here on 
earth, giving God thanks for all good things and pondering how God 
calls us to use his blessings for good and for others—with eyes open 
to the coming of his kingdom. As a hymn suggests: “May the mind of 
Christ, my Savior, live in me from day to day, by his love and power 
controlling all I do and say.” 

august

George Young is a retired missionary to Japan who is now living in the 
northeastern United States, where he and his wife can be near their 
children and grandchildren.



Parents’ eyes light up when 
their little ones sing at a school 
or church program, “Oh, be 
careful, little eyes, what you 
see. . . .” They’re proud of their 
children—and why not?

But who has had more op-
portunity to see what their 
eyes should not look at, or to 
go where their feet should not 
take them—the children, or the 
parents?

According to the Bible, the 
problem with our eyes began 
long ago, with our parents in 
the Garden of Eden (Genesis 
3). Eve saw the forbidden fruit, 
desired it, ate it, and gave some 
to Adam, who also ate. Seeing, 
desiring, and taking what is 
forbidden is now natural for 
Adam and Eve’s descendants.

Who of us doesn’t strain to see 
and touch what is prohibited?

The book of Proverbs says, 
“The eyes of the Lord are 

everywhere, keeping watch 
on the wicked and the good” 
(15:3). The book of Judges tells 
us, “In those days there was no 
king in Israel; all the people did 
what was right in their own 
eyes” (17:6, NRSV; see also 
21:25). And in story after story 
in Judges, we read, “Again the 
Israelites did evil in the eyes of 
the Lord” (see 2:11; 3:7, 12; 
4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1). 

When we think about the chil-
dren’s song “Oh, be careful, lit-
tle eyes,” let’s also think about 
where our own eyes take us.

Thank you, Lord, that you 
look on us through Jesus 
Christ. Help us and our 
little ones to see and do 
what is right in your eyes. 
Amen.

His eyes were opened . . . and he saw everything clearly.  
 —Mark 8:25

Proverbs 3:7-8; Mark 8:22-26 MONDAY, JULY 1

“OH, BE CAREFUL, LITTLE EYES”



Paul (also known as Saul) had 
seen amazing church growth 
but could not accept it as 
God’s work. Then, on his way 
to Damascus to persecute 
Christians, Paul had a blinding 
vision of the Lord Jesus. And 
later, when “something like 
scales fell from his eyes,” Paul 
couldn’t hold back from pro-
claiming “all the great things the 
Lord had done.” He had seen 
the Lord (see Acts 26:15-18).

Centuries earlier, after a long 
journey to the promised land, 
God’s people had seen the 
Jordan River stop flowing 
so they could cross it on dry 
ground. They had also seen 
Jericho’s walls tumble down 
(Joshua 3-6). And all they had 
done was to follow the ark of 
God, as their leader Joshua had 
told them to. 

Would you have believed if your 
own eyes had seen the waters 
of the Jordan stop flowing or the 

walls of Jericho crumble? The 
people who followed Joshua 
did. But after that generation 
died, another generation grew 
up and didn’t know the Lord or 
all the great things he had done.

According to the book of 
Judges, God’s people “turned 
from the ways of their ances-
tors” and refused to believe in 
what God had done (see 2:17-
19). They were satisfied with 
doing “what was right in their 
own eyes” (17:6).

“Blessed are those,” said Jesus, 
“who have not seen and yet 
have believed” (John 20:29).

“The Lord . . . has sent me so that you may see again. . . .” 
 —Acts 9:17

Judges 2:6-10; Acts 9:1-19 TUESDAY, JULY 2

WHAT THE FIRST GENERATION SAW

Lord, even though we have 
not seen the great things 
you did long ago, please 
bless us, that we may be-
lieve what you reveal in 
your Word, the Bible. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.



The Israelites had seen their 
parents and grandparents serve 
the only God of heaven and 
earth. Some had even walked 
through the Jordan on dry 
ground and had seen Jericho 
collapse; others had heard 
their parents talk about these 
mighty works of God. Still, 
the generation after Joshua 
ignored what God had done. 
Like sheep, they turned to 
their own way (Isaiah 53:6).

Children born today in the 
Christian community of faith 
may think they know better. 
Rather than receiving the wis-
dom of the past with gratitude, 
the next generation seeks its 
own way. It’s not that the older 
generation’s beliefs are false, 
they’re just not “true for us.” 
The next generation seeks 
what is true and good in its 
own eyes.

According to Judges, the next 
generation must face an un-

comfortable truth: What mat-
ters is not what parents be-
lieve, but what is right in God’s 
eyes. God’s eyes are eternally 
open to the faithful service of 
one generation and the stray-
ing of the next.

We might object that God’s 
seeing invades our privacy. But, 
like loving parents, the Lord is 
actually looking out for us. As 
children take comfort in their 
parents’ constant presence, so 
God’s children of every genera-
tion learn to depend on God 
to help them see and do what 
is right in his eyes.

You were taught . . . to put off your old self.   
 —Ephesians 4:22

Judges 2:10-11 WEDNESDAY, JULY 3

WHAT GOD SEES

Lord, we sometimes strug  -
gle to see and believe 
what you teach us in your 
Word, pointing us to Jesus 
Christ. Help us in our un-
belief, increase our faith, 
and guide us in living by 
what is right in your eyes. 
In Jesus’ name, Amen.



What did Israel do that was so 
wicked in God’s eyes? “They 
forsook the Lord . . . and wor-
shiped various gods of the 
peo ples around them.” Judges 
2:17 describes this as commit-
ting adultery with other gods. 
Many other Bible passages also 
describe God’s people that way. 
The people often preferred to 
“trade in” the God of their sal-
vation for other “ saviors.”

Disloyalty, infidelity—“looking 
for love in all the wrong 
 places”—brings harsh conse-
quences: God turned Israel 
over to plunderers. God him-
self turned against them. God’s 
response makes sense. If you 
abandon God to seek the life of 
doing what is right in your own 
eyes, you can expect those eyes 
to lead you astray, with ines-
capable consequences.

Paul describes the conse-
quences of lives driven by base 
passions: “they are full of envy, 

murder, strife, deceit and mal-
ice” (Romans 1:29). Strangely 
enough, this debased mind 
seduces God’s people again 
and again: “As a dog returns to 
its vomit, so fools repeat their 
folly” (Proverbs 26:11).

The Israelites didn’t suffer be-
cause God had abandoned 
them; they suffered because 
God was looking after them. 
“The Lord disciplines those he 
loves” (Proverbs 3:12). It’s as if 
God was saying to later gen-
erations, “Be careful what your 
eyes wish for; you may get it.” 

May the Spirit of Christ disci-
pline our hearts to desire what 
is right in God’s eyes.

They exchanged the truth about God for a lie .  .  . and served 
created things rather than the Creator. —Romans 1:25

Judges 2:11-15 THURSDAY, JULY 4

LOOKING IN ALL THE WRONG PLACES

O Lord, be gracious and 
deliver me from base de-
sires, for the sake of your 
steadfast love. Amen.



God heard Israel’s cries of dis-
tress and often raised up judges 
to lead and save the people 
from their enemies. Through 
Ehud, Deborah, Gideon, and 
others, God gave the land rest 
for forty and even eighty years 
at a time (3:30; 5:31; 8:28). But 
after each of those saviors died, 
God’s people eagerly cozied up 
to a way of life that had brought 
nothing but misery before. Only 
a fool does the same thing again 
and again and expects different 
results (Proverbs 26:11).  

We might think Israel’s addic-
tion to its base desires could 
have been solved by better 
leadership. But the judges gen-
erally served well. The shep-
herds God sent to lead his peo-
ple were not the problem; the 
sheep were the problem. Leave 
them alone for a few minutes, 
and they go their own way or 
distress themselves with green-
ery they shouldn’t eat.

God’s people, the sheep of 
an eternally patient Shepherd, 
need to be saved from them-
selves. And that demands a 
leadership that can get rid of 
the enemy forever, while also 
changing the way of disobedi-
ent sheep. Later, even though 
the great King David saved 
Israel from the Philistines, he 
and his royal descendants 
could not rescue God’s people 
from doing “what was right in 
their own eyes.” 

As Christians, we know we 
are tempted to drink from the 
same old wells of misery again 
and again. But we also have 
hope, for Jesus Christ has de-
livered us from death and our 
self-inflicted misery.

They would not listen to their judges. . . .   
 —Judges 2:17

Judges 2:16-19; Proverbs 26:5, 11-12 FRIDAY, JULY 5

WHERE’S THE PROBLEM?

I am your servant, Lord. 
Forgive my addiction to 
sin’s misery, through Jesus 
Christ. Amen.



Seven times Judges tells us that 
God’s people did evil in the 
eyes of the Lord (2:11; 3:7, 
12; 4:1; 6:1; 10:6; 13:1), and 
each time God sent saviors to 
rescue them from their misery. 
Thanks be to God that his mer-
cy is everlasting, that it covers 
our endless dedication to sin 
and misery.

But God’s mercy does not 
give us a license to keep on 
sinning—and being forgiven—
so that grace may increase 
(Romans 6:1-2). Rather, God’s 
mercy impels us to persevere 
in faith. We implore God to 
forgive us our sins, and through 
Jesus he has done that. But the 
power of our unrighteousness 
can be so overwhelming that 
we might believe God doesn’t 
want to forgive our same old 
sins, again and again. 

The good news of Judges (and 
the whole Bible) is that God’s 
compassion is wide and deep 

enough to cover our re peated 
sins. When God’s people 
suf fered for their sin, time 
after time, God sent Spirit-
empowered judges (3:10; 
6:34), repeatedly and unex-
pectedly, to rescue them, again 
and again. 

Crying out to God, not cover-
ing up our sins or making 
ex  cuses for them, says the 
psalm ist (Psalm 32:3-5), brings 
unde served, even unexpected, 
for  giveness on the challenging 
road of faith. And if we do not 
know how, or if we are afraid to 
bring our sins to God, the Holy 
Spirit does it for us in our weak-
ness, in line with God’s will.

The Lord relented because of their groaning. . . .  
 —Judges 2:18

Thank you, Lord, for our 
compassionate Savior and 
Judge, Jesus Christ, who 
sent his Spirit to bring to 
you our groans of sin and 
sorrow. Amen.

Romans 8:26-30 SATURDAY, JULY 6

UNEXPECTED SALVATION 



Peter writes that Christians 
will suffer for their faith, but 
unrighteous behavior or com-
promising the faith will also 
produce suffering. If we ignore 
God’s commands, we may well 
face consequences. And James 
points out that if we break just a 
part of the law, we are guilty of 
breaking all of it (James 2:10). 

Israel suffered for their unfaith-
fulness to the Lord. God al-
lowed this because they did not 
keep their promises and did 
not listen to the Lord. So God 
tested them, Judges says, to see 
“whether they [would] keep 
the way of the Lord and walk 
in it as their ancestors did.”

Judges’ description of suffering 
because of disobedience may 
bring to mind James’s image 
of the law as a mirror (James 
1:22-25). Looking into the 
problem of Israel’s suffering 
here raises an inconvenient 
question: Are God’s people 

 today suffering for their faith 
or for their faithlessness? 

Unending prayer regularly 
supports brothers and sisters 
throughout the world who suf-
fer for the faith. But what about 
fervent prayer for Christians 
who cannot yet admit they are 
suffering for unrighteousness, 
for compromising the faith?

Scripture asks every generation 
of God’s people this question. 
It may seem unkind, or even 
unloving, but God means it for 
our good (see Hebrews 12:10).

May our worship today pro-
voke us to self-examination and 
to direct our eyes to Jesus for 
the sake of our spiritual health.

Lord, please show us and 
forgive us our sins—and 
if we suffer, may it be for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.

If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief. . . .  
 —1 Peter 4:15

Judges 2:20-23 SUNDAY, JULY 7

TESTING



Parents teach their children 
to be careful and not touch a 
flame or a hot stove, to look 
both ways when crossing the 
street, and so on. We want chil-
dren to be safe and protected. 
But if a child disobeys and gets 
hurt, do we refuse to comfort 
them? Of course not.

Israel cried out to the Lord be-
cause they had failed to listen 
and were suffering again. God 
heard their cry and sent a Spirit-
empowered savior to treat 
their distress. In truth, though, 
Israel didn’t need saving from 
the king who was oppressing 
them. They needed saving 
from their own wayward ten-
dency to flirt with trouble.

It’s fair to ask God to be just 
with an unrighteous neighbor 
or someone who mocks your 
faith. But what if we ourselves 
are the instigator of our hurts? 
What if our own behavior lands 
us in terrible distress? Will we, 

with equal fervor, insist that 
God be as just with us as with 
that unrighteous neighbor?  

When we ask God to rescue us 
from distress, it’s good to know 
who did us wrong—especially 
if we’re the cause of our own 
misery.

The good news is that God 
hears all the cries of his people. 
Jesus rescues from misery all 
who call on him, and we need 
to ask him to help us see when 
we are the cause of our own 
suffering—and confess it. 

“Grant me justice against my adversary.”   
 —Luke 18:3

Judges 3:7-11; Luke 18:1-8 MONDAY, JULY 8

WHO’S THE WRONGDOER? 

Father, by the power of 
your Son and Spirit, keep 
me from bringing trouble 
into my life. Help me to 
live faithfully for you. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.



Did you smile a little as you 
read how a shrewd lefty from 
the tribe of Benjamin (which 
literally means “son of the right 
hand”) got that sword past the 
guards, or how Ehud managed 
to keep Eglon’s death hidden 
while he escaped? Maybe you 
were aghast at the description 
of Ehud plunging the sword so 
deep into Eglon’s belly that the 
fat swallowed it, or that Ehud 
described this execution as “a 
message from God.”

What should a savior look 
like? How should a savior act? 
Whose expectations should 
a savior meet? God designs 
all the saviors of his people, 
from Moses to Jesus, accord-
ing to standards that are right 
in God’s eyes. The lefty from 
Benjamin and the teacher from 
Nazareth, although just right in 
God’s eyes, did not look like 
saviors to most people.

Our own expectations of a 
savior do not matter. We’re in 
so much sinful trouble that we 
can hardly imagine the kind of 
rescuer we would want—not 
to mention the kind we need. 

Jesus, an unlikely teacher from 
Nazareth, regularly amazed 
people wherever he went “be-
cause he taught them as one 
who had authority, not as the 
teachers of the law” (Mark 
1:22). In fact, Jesus had the 
authority of God, and he also 
did many miracles. People paid 
attention to these things—but 
would any of us have designed 
a Savior who freely submitted 
to an excruciating death to pay 
the price for our sin?

Hallelujah! What a Savior!

“Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?”  
 —John 1:46

Judges 3:12-30; John 1:43-46 TUESDAY, JULY 9

EHUD: DIVINELY DESIGNED SAVIOR

Thank you, Father, for 
sending your only Son to 
be the one Savior we truly 
need. In his name, Amen.



In those days it was usually 
mighty men of war who fought 
in battle. But in this story Barak 
of Israel—a capable man of 
war—would not enter the field 
of battle without Deborah the 
prophet. The message from 
God that Deborah had given 
him wasn’t enough. Did Barak 
not trust the Lord? Did he not 
trust Deborah, who had been 
serving faithfully as a judge for 
God’s people?

Because of his decision, Barak 
is told that God “will deliver 
Sisera into the hands of a 
woman.” And when the Lord 
routs Sisera’s army (v. 15), 
Sisera escapes from Barak’s ad-
vance and runs away on foot.

In those days, it was embarrass-
ing for men to be saved by the 
help of women. In Jesus’ day, 
it was embarrassing for the 
people’s leaders to hear that an 
under-educated teacher from 
Nazareth could save them, and 

that their own sophisticated 
religious culture had no such 
power. What embarrasses us 
about Jesus as Savior today?

Our embarrassment about the 
Savior sent by God opens our 
eyes to uncomfortable truths: 
we cannot rescue ourselves 
from sin, and all our ideas 
about rescue from unrigh-
teousness inevitably fail.

Not Barak or even Deborah 
fit God’s overall design for a 
Savior. Only the Son of God, 
mysteriously born of Mary, 
would do. Hallelujah!

“God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and 
Messiah.” —Acts 2:36

Judges 4:1-15 WEDNESDAY, JULY 10

UNEXPECTED SAVIORS 

Lord, may the grace and 
love of the unexpected 
Savior, Jesus Christ, lead 
us to godly sorrow and 
the joy of deliverance 
from unrighteousness and 
its misery. Amen.



A tired and thirsty Sisera accept-
ed Jael’s invitation to rest in her 
tent. He had no reason to fear. 
Jael, the wife of a trusted ally, 
soothed him: “Don’t be afraid.” 
Then, after doing as hospitality 
required, Jael tent-pegged Sisera 
as he lay sleeping. “On that 
day,” we read, “God subdued 
Jabin king of Canaan.”

How could someone who 
violates norms of hospital-
ity be God’s instrument of 
sal va tion? Couldn’t God use 
better people or a more ac-
ceptable means to set things 
right? According to Scripture, 
there are no “better people.” 
“All have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God” (Romans 
3:23). Even God’s justice 
seems unwise in the eyes of 
the world, which considers 
the cross of Christ foolishness 
(1 Corinthians 1:23).

In the days of the judges, Jael 
tent-pegged Israel’s oppressor. 

But even though God used Jael  
as his hand of victory in this 
episode, Israel would still need 
other saviors. They needed res-
cue again and again. 

Having heard the cries of his 
people in distress, “when the 
set time had fully come,” God 
sent a Savior who would be 
“pierced for our transgressions 
. . . [and] crushed for our iniqui-
ties” (Isaiah 53:5). Jesus Christ, 
the ultimate Savior, “bore the 
sin of many, and made inter-
cession for the transgressors” 
(Isaiah 53:12).

Do you see God’s hand at work 
in this world? Has God opened 
your eyes to see the wisdom of 
his strange salvation?

When the set time had fully come, God sent his Son, born of a 
woman, born under the law. . . . —Galatians 4:4

Judges 4:11-24 THURSDAY, JULY 11

JAEL AS THE HAND OF GOD

Lord, help me to see your 
hand in the strange way 
your Servant has saved 
your people from unrigh-
teousness. Amen.



It is not wise to rejoice at the 
downfall of enemies, “or the 
Lord will see and disapprove 
and turn his wrath away from 
them” (Proverbs 24:17-18). But 
Deborah and Barak do exactly 
that with their terrible praise of 
Jael: “She struck . . . she crushed 
. . . she shattered. . . .” Likewise, 
they speak of their enemy: “he 
sank, he fell . . . he lay . . . dead.” 
Jael is described as the “most 
blessed of women.”

But Deborah and Barak also 
call on the kings of the earth 
(5:3) to fear the great King 
of all the earth. Their song 
boasts not of Israel’s victories 
but the Lord’s, by his strangely 
designed saviors: “So may all 
your enemies perish, Lord!” 
The enemies of God’s people 
were never merely flesh and 
blood. They always were and 
continue to be powers and 
 authorities and spiritual forces 
of evil (Ephesians 6:12) that 

 refuse to submit to the Lord 
and his anointed one, Jesus 
Christ (Psalm 2:1-3). 

Deliverance from the powers 
that persecute God’s people is 
messy because the ancient ad-
versary “prowls around like a 
roaring lion looking for some-
one to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 
That’s why Deborah, Barak, 
and the angel in Revelation 18 
rejoice in God’s victories over 
the adversary.

Killing the works of the flesh 
(our sinful nature)—impurity, 
hatred, jealousy—is messy and 
impossible for us to do, but the 
Holy Spirit will strike, crush, 
and shatter them (Galatians 
5:16-25). And they will be as 
powerless as Sisera in Jael’s tent.  

“Most blessed of women be Jael. . . .”   
 —Judges 5:24

Judges 5:24-31; Revelation 18:1-8 FRIDAY, JULY 12

TERRIBLE PRAISE

I praise you, Lord, for sal-
vation; by your Spirit help 
me die to the works of 
my sinful nature. Amen.



The Israelites had done it again. 
They had wandered from God 
and had worshiped the gods of 
the people around them.

These were Baals and Asherahs, 
made-up gods and goddesses 
that were supposed to give you 
abundant crops and herds if you 
worshiped them and slept with 
their sacred prostitutes. Altars to 
these gods were everywhere in 
the land. And, to Israel, it  often 
looked as if the sacrifices to 
these gods worked. The rains 
came, the fields yielded rich har-
vests, and the herds multiplied.

But what did Israel do when 
enemies came and stole their 
harvests and livestock, ruined 
their fields, and trampled their 
vineyards? They cried out to 
the Lord. Canaan’s gods were 
defenseless against the invaders.

When an angel of the Lord 
came to visit, Gideon had 
no idea who it was, and he 

spoke doubtfully about God. 
But when Gideon’s eyes were 
opened and he feared he would 
die, he learned that God was 
not only real but also merciful. 
So he built an altar to the Lord. 
God had come to rescue his un-
faithful people, so Gideon wor-
shiped the Lord there.

Christians today know that 
the cruel cross on which Jesus 
died was the final altar from 
which all blessings flow. The 
message of the cross may 
seem like foolishness to  others 
(1 Corinthians 1:23-25), like 
Gideon’s altar amid all the 
 others in the land, but the gods 
of other altars have no power. 
Cry out to the Lord for rescue. 
He will save you.

We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and fool
ishness to Gentiles.  —1 Corinthians 1:23

Judges 6:1-24 SATURDAY, JULY 13

GIDEON’S ALTAR

Thank you, Lord, for bless-
ings that flow without end 
and with the power of 
your mercy. Amen.



The saviors God sent his people 
often got into trouble with their 
neighbors for listening to God. 
The townspeople were so com-
mitted to Baal and Asherah 
that they wanted to kill Gideon 
for destroying Baal’s altar and 
the Asherah pole.

This reveals an uncomfortable 
truth: God’s people didn’t wor-
ship other gods now and then. 
Rather, according to Judges 
and the Prophets, it happened 
regularly. It was almost normal. 
Because Gideon had disturbed 
their comfortable religion, the 
townspeople were eager to 
sacri fice him.

Would Baal avenge the de-
struction of his altar? The peo-
ple thought so. But their false 
gods did not and could not do 
anything. What could wood, 
stone, precious metal, or even 
animals do? The prophets 
scorned false religions, but that 
didn’t stop Israel from putting 

their hope in good-for-nothing 
idols.

What do we do today? Are there 
any false gods and altars of sac-
rifice in our lives? We know that 
prosperity, positions of authority 
in church and community, good 
schools, and a healthy family are 
all gifts of the Lord. But have we 
worshiped or sacrificed to them 
in place of God? 

There is only one God wor-
thy of our worship: the Lord 
Jesus Christ, who shed his own 
blood on a cross, the final  altar, 
as the sacrifice for our sin. Wor-
ship him today and every day. 
All other gods and their altars 
are good for nothing.

Lord and Savior, thank 
you for sacrificing yourself 
willingly for us on the cru-
el cross. Help us to wor-
ship you only, we pray. 
Amen.

“Who shapes a god and casts an idol, which can profit nothing?”
 —Isaiah 44:10

Judges 6:25-32 SUNDAY, JULY 14

GIDEON AND BAAL



Gideon was unsure of him-
self, so he gathered an army 
of 32,000 men, as many as 
he could find. But then the 
real Commander of the army 
reduced the troops to 300. 
How could Israel now hope to 
defeat the vast army of Midian 
and their allies?

That was exactly the point. 
The size of Gideon’s army had 
little to do with defeating the 
Midianites. To be sure, the 
shock and awe of the trumpets, 
torches, shouting, and breaking 
of jars in the darkness were in-
timidating, but they were only 
instruments in God’s hand. 
And “if God is for us, who can 
be against us?” (Romans 8:31).

There was no standing army—ful-
ly trained and ready for a fight—
in Israel. The people Gideon had 
gathered were ordinary Israelites. 
No wonder Gideon was afraid 
to attack. But the Lord would 
give them victory. 

The struggle for faith often 
seems impossible. Not only do 
we ourselves struggle to hold 
on, but the path of destruction 
by sin and death can be over-
whelming. Every day people 
suffer and die—from disease, 
war, famine, corruption, abuse. 
All this can make it difficult to 
hold on to God.

Fear not! One Soldier, trained 
in humility and subordinate to 
the Commander’s will, shat-
tered the bonds of death when 
he rose from the grave! So now 
we can ask, “Where, O death, is 
your victory? Where, O death, 
is your sting?” (1  Corinthians 
15:55).

“. . . or Israel would boast against [the Lord, saying], ‘My own 
strength has saved me.’” —Judges 7:2

Judges 7:1-24 MONDAY, JULY 15

GIDEON’S ARMY

By your Spirit, Lord, help 
us to trust in you. Thanks 
be to God, who gives us 
the victory through Jesus 
Christ, our Lord! Amen.



It’s strange that the lead-
ers of Sukkoth were blind 
to God’s gifts. The Lord had 
used Gideon and a small, un-
trained army to rout the pow-
erful hosts of Midian. It’s even 
stranger that the Sukkoth offi-
cials refused to feed Gideon’s 
troops. Gideon pressed on and 
captured the enemy. Then “he 
took the elders of the town 
and taught the men of Sukkoth 
a lesson by punishing them 
with desert thorns and briers” 
(8:16). Disloyalty brings its 
own reward.

The greatest gift of God is Jesus, 
our Savior, who has rescued us 
from sin and death. But what 
do we do with the gift of this 
Savior and the accompanying 
gifts of mercy and grace?

Jesus told his disciples a parable 
about the gifts of the kingdom; 
God expects his gifts to be 
appreciated and used, not ig-
nored and hidden, as if buried 

in the ground. Are we grateful 
for and using God’s good gifts 
of mercy and grace—or are we 
disloyally hiding them away?

Disloyalty demonstrates a re-
jection of God’s gifts: whoever 
does not live out the gifts of 
the kingdom will lose them, 
Jesus told his disciples. 

May the gift of Jesus Christ 
move us to gratitude for our 
rescue. Loyalty and dedication 
to God for his gifts of grace 
and mercy multiply those 
gifts—for all who witness God’s 
goodness in our lives. Thanks 
be to God!

“Whoever has will be given more. . . .”   
 —Matthew 25:29

Judges 8:1-6; Matthew 25:29-30 TUESDAY, JULY 16

GIDEON, UNAPPRECIATED SAVIOR

Help me, Lord, to mul-
tiply your gifts of mercy 
and grace by the power 
of the Holy Spirit. Amen.



The Israelites had asked 
Gideon to rule over them, 
but he had refused, saying, 
“The Lord will rule over you” 
(Judges 8:23).

But after Gideon died, his son 
Abimelek manipulated the 
people of Shechem to support 
him, and then he killed his sev-
enty brothers and set himself 
up as king. Some people will 
do anything, pay any price, to 
achieve a position of leader-
ship—also among God’s people.

The leaders of God’s people 
included some who lacked 
humility and self-control: for 
example, the judges Jephthah 
and Samson (Judges 10-16), 
the kings Saul and Rehoboam 
(1 Samuel 15; 1 Kings 12), and 
even the great King David, who 
committed adultery with the 
wife of a dedicated warrior—
and then had the man killed in 
battle (2 Samuel 11; 23:29).

Truth is, none of us can bear 
the true cost of successfully 
leading God’s people. Bribery, 
smooth-talking, and manipula-
tion may get us a position, but 
sooner or later our flaws and 
sin will find us out.

Unlike Abimelek, Christ was 
publicly declared king on a 
cross. There they mocked him: 
“If you are the King of Israel, 
come down from the cross.” 
He did not. He required no 
one’s life in exchange. His own 
Father did not deliver him 
from that horrible crucifixion. 
He surrendered himself to 
the grave to pay the price of 
all our sin. Then he rose again. 
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

For “your dying sorrow, 
your mercy without end,” 
Lord, “let me never, never 
outlive my love for you.” 
In your name, Amen.

They gave him seventy shekels of silver, and Abimelek used it to 
hire reckless scoundrels. . . .  —Judges 9:4

Judges 9:1-6; Matthew 27:35-44 WEDNESDAY, JULY 17

COSTLY KINGSHIP



All that Abimelek’s soldiers 
could see was a dead Abimelek. 
Ironically, his last command 
as a self-appointed king had 
helped him escape an embar-
rassing death at the hands of 
a woman—but not really. God 
set the record straight: with 
Abimelek’s death “God repaid 
the wickedness that Abimelek 
had done to his father by mur-
dering his seventy brothers.” 

Corrupt leadership has its con-
sequences. No matter who 
holds positions of power, God 
administers justice in line with 
his perfect will. Though we 
may not always understand his 
timing, God’s justice is equal to 
the crime committed.

Except in one case. When Jesus 
died on the cross, the centu-
rion “praised God and said, 
‘Surely this was a righteous 
man.’” And the people who 
had come to watch a spec-
tacle “beat their breasts” (Luke 

23:47-48). Why would God 
allow an innocent man to die 
so horribly? Could that be just?

We have to admit that we, 
along with our leaders, cannot 
pay the true price for all our 
unrighteous behavior. Instead, 
an innocent man, the Son of 
God himself, perfect and with-
out sin, died willingly for all 
our sins and trespasses. That’s 
God’s compassionate, merciful 
justice.

Jesus Christ died, Jesus Christ 
was buried, Jesus Christ rose 
from the dead. “Praise God, 
from whom all blessings flow.”

The centurion, seeing what had happened, praised God and 
said, “Surely this was a righteous man.” —Luke 23:47

Judges 9:50-57 THURSDAY, JULY 18

SEEING IS BELIEVING

For your compassionate 
justice to me, the worst of 
sinners, I thank you, Lord. 
Please grant wisdom and 
righteousness to all who 
lead your people. For 
Jesus’ sake, Amen.



Jephthah’s family and commu-
nity had rejected him because 
his mother was a prostitute. So 
he had fled to another land, 
where he made a name for 
himself and outlaws followed 
him.

Though Jephthah had been 
exiled, the elders of Gilead 
begged him to return and help 
them fight the Ammonites, 
whom God had set against 
Israel because they had wor-
shiped other gods. The  elders 
even said that Jephthah could 
be the leader over all of 
them. That sounded good to 
Jephthah, and he made them 
commit to their promise.

The elders and Jephthah are 
like mirror images—corrupted 
opportunists serving them-
selves. They did what seemed 
right in their own eyes.

But what do we do? In our 
com munities and our families, 

do we simply do as we like? 
Or do we try to seek out God’s 
will, reflecting on the teachings 
of his Word to us, asking the 
Lord for guidance, and search-
ing out the wisdom of others 
who believe and trust in God? 
If we only do what seems right 
in our own eyes, we won’t be 
much different from Jephthah 
and the Gileadites, acting in 
line with our sinful nature.

But through another child who 
had a scandalous birth and 
was often an outcast, God has 
provided another way. He sent 
his Son, Jesus Christ, to live a 
perfect life and to give up his 
own life for our sake. He de-
feated our worst enemies—sin 
and death—so that we can live 
at peace with God. Praise be 
to God!

Gilead’s . . . sons . . . drove Jephthah away. “You are not going to 
get any inheritance in our family,” they said. . . . —Judges 11:2

Judges 11:1-11 FRIDAY, JULY 19

JEPHTHAH THE OUTCAST

Lord, thank you for the 
Savior who brings us full 
life with you. Amen.



Before going into battle, Jeph-
thah made a vow: if God 
would give him victory, he 
would sacrifice whatever met 
him when he returned home. 
Jephthah won the battle and 
kept his foolish vow, at the cost 
of his daughter’s life.

Proverbs 20:25 teaches: “It is 
a trap to dedicate something 
rashly and only later to con-
sider one’s vows.” Think before 
you speak; make your vows in 
line with the right and good 
will of the Lord.

In the days of the judges, how-
ever, people did what was 
right in their own eyes. On that 
note Proverbs says: “The way 
of fools seems right to them, 
but the wise listen to advice” 
(12:15).

Jephthah made his foolish 
vow even after the Spirit of 
the Lord had moved him. But 
then, if you live in a culture de-

fined by what is right in your 
own eyes, it’s not uncommon 
to speak before you think and 
to avoid reflecting on the moti-
vations of the Holy Spirit.

As believers in Christ today, 
we can live by the Spirit, ask-
ing God for wisdom every step 
of the way (James 1:5). As Paul 
urges us in Galatians 5, “walk 
by the Spirit” and “keep in step 
with the Spirit,” turning away 
from the desires and foolish-
ness of the sinful nature (see 
5:13-26).

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 
 —Galatians 5:25

Judges 11:29-36 SATURDAY, JULY 20

JEPHTHAH’S BARGAIN

Keep me, Lord, from 
mak ing rash promises; by 
your Spirit, help me live 
and walk closely with you. 
For Jesus’ sake, Amen.



Manoah was troubled when the 
angel of God showed up. It was 
commonly thought that if you 
saw the face of God, you would 
die (see Genesis 32:30). What’s 
more, Israel had done “evil in 
the eyes of the Lord” again—so 
the visit by the angel of the Lord 
might seem like bad news.

But the messenger from heaven 
brought good news: Manoah’s 
wife would bear a son, and this 
son would begin to save Israel 
from the Philistines.

Saviors are unusual people, for 
they represent God. Because 
the child would be a “Nazirite, 
dedicated to God from the 
womb,” his hair would not be 
cut, and he would not have 
any wine or other fermented 
drink. As a Nazirite from birth, 
this boy would be totally dedi-
cated to God.

His mother called him Samson. 
The Lord blessed him, and the 

Spirit began to move him. In 
Samson, God’s people had 
received a specially designed 
savior.

Many years later, Mary, who 
became the mother of Jesus, 
received a visit from an angel 
too. She would have a son, 
the  angel said, and she was to 
call him Jesus, which means 
“Savior.” Filled with the Spirit, 
Jesus resisted all the temptations 
of the devil, taught and healed 
many people, and even gave up 
his own life, once for all, to save 
people from their sin.

Unlike Samson and all the 
 other deliverers God had sent 
to help his people, Jesus was 
the Son of God. Hallelujah!

“You will conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call 
him Jesus.” —Luke 1:31

Judges 13:1-7, 17-25 SUNDAY, JULY 21

BIRTH OF A SAVIOR

Thank you, Lord, for the 
Savior dedicated from the 
womb to do your will for 
our sake. Amen.



In Samson, God sends his 
people a savior—and what 
does Samson want to do? All 
he wants is to satisfy his eyes’ 
desire. Samson sees a Philistine 
girl and wants her for his wife. 
His parents remind him that 
God wants him to marry one 
of God’s people (Deuteronomy 
7:3-4). But Samson insists on 
having this woman because she 
is right in his own eyes (14:3).

This Nazirite from the womb, 
though endowed with the 
Spirit, is not led by the Spirit 
but by his wandering eyes—
just like God’s people. They 
too are God’s firstborn, special 
among all the peoples of the 
earth, bound by their promises 
(covenant) to love God above 
all—but repeatedly they fol-
low after other gods. Like the 
people, Samson does what is 
wicked in God’s eyes.

In Samson, God sent a  savior 
who mirrored the sins of his 

people, because God designed 
the savior of his people to know 
the burden of their wicked-
ness. Even more, to suffer the 
consequences of their wicked-
ness. None of these  saviors in 
Judges, however, could escape 
the burden and consequences 
of their own sins. 

Thanks be to God for the true 
Savior, Jesus, who understands 
our weaknesses, who was 
tempted as we are, but did 
not sin (Hebrews 4:15). He 
took on the burden of all our 
wickedness, and he suffered 
the consequences for our sake. 
Then he rose from the grave, 
providing new life for all who 
believe in him. Hallelujah, 
what a Savior!

For the Savior who knew 
and bore my sin, I thank 
you, Lord. Open my eyes 
to live for you. Amen.

God [sent] his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh. . . .  
 —Romans 8:3

Judges 14:1-3 MONDAY, JULY 22

IS THIS REALLY A SAVIOR?



Samson’s parents didn’t know 
that their son’s behavior was a 
part of God’s redemptive tool-
box. Sinful behavior that can 
bring about salvation from the 
enemy is an unthinkable, even 
foolish thought. 

But God himself didn’t make 
Samson lust after Philistine 
women. Like all the descen-
dants of Adam and Eve, Sam-
son was perfectly capable of 
creative sinfulness and obsti-
nacy to God’s will. 

It’s strangely fitting that God 
hid the savior of his people in 
plain view: Samson the Nazirite 
lusted after Philistine women 
just as Israel panted after the 
gods of other peoples. No one 
would guess that he was God’s 
special instrument of salvation. 
He was just another young 
man obsessed with women. 

God’s ways are not ours. He 
chose what is low and weak for 

a world-shaking transformation. 
Who could have known that sin-
ners like Jephthah and Samson 
might rescue Israel for a time 
from its self-made messes? Who 
could have known that a no-
name Galilean from Nazareth 
might be the Son of God?

One day in Nazareth, Jesus, 
the son of Joseph, told the lo-
cal community that he was 
God’s Servant. Then they knew. 
Some were amazed, and others 
tried to kill him (Luke 4:14-30). 

God so loved the world that 
he sent Jesus of Nazareth to 
save from sin all who would 
believe he is the Son of God, 
our Savior. Hallelujah!

God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ. . . .  
 —2 Corinthians 5:19

Judges 14:4 TUESDAY, JULY 23

WHO KNEW?

Dear Lord, I need you 
 every hour. Teach me your 
will, and use me in fulfill-
ing your promises. Amen.



Why didn’t Samson tell his par-
ents that the honey was from 
a carcass? Because at that time 
in Israel’s history, touching the 
carcass of a dead animal was 
considered unclean (Leviticus 
11). But Samson ate the honey 
anyway, gave some to his par-
ents, and so defiled himself 
and his parents. He also de-
fied God’s wishes by marrying 
a Philistine woman who wor-
shiped other gods.

At the wedding feast Samson 
entertained the local young men 
with a riddle about sweetness. 
Unable to solve the riddle, the 
men threatened Samson’s wife. 
Fearing for her life, she begged 
and harassed Samson till he told 
her—and then she told them. 

Samson was furious, but the 
mess was his own doing. He’d 
created the riddle from the 
carcass, something no faith-
ful Israelite, not to mention a 
Nazirite, would touch. But it 

had seemed right in Samson’s 
eyes. Honey from a lion’s car-
cass? Eat it! A “sweet” Philistine 
woman? Get her for me! Defiling 
himself or his parents didn’t 
matter to this savior of Israel. 

Many years later, Jesus, the true 
Savior, explained that what 
 really defiles people is what’s in 
their heart, not what they eat 
(Mark 7:1-23). Samson defiled 
himself by turning away from 
God to pursue his own desires, 
doing what was right in his own 
eyes. Jesus, however, took our 
defilement on himself, washing 
us clean and giving us new life. 
Hallelujah! What a Savior!

He did not tell them that he had taken the honey from the lion’s 
carcass. —Judges 14:9

Judges 14:5-20 WEDNESDAY, JULY 24

HONEY IS SWEET, BUT . . .

“I praise the Christ of 
God; I rest on love divine; 
and with unfaltering lip 
and heart I call this Savior 
mine. .  .  . I love because 
he first loved me; I live 
because he lives.” Amen.



Samson kept following his own 
desires, doing what looked 
right in his own eyes.  In this 
way he mirrored the people 
of Israel. They rarely saw their 
own faults and their pride, 
which always led to destructive 
consequences. No matter how 
often God rescued them and 
gave them victory, they kept 
turning away to other gods, do-
ing only as they desired.

In today’s reading we find Sam-
son following his eyes again. He 
goes to see a prostitute. Then, 
“some time later,” he falls “in 
love with a woman” named 
Deli lah. But Delilah doesn’t 
love him; she only seeks to lure 
him and destroy him.

Following our own desires can 
be destructive to us too. Have 
you ever found, like Samson 
and Israel, that if you keep go-
ing your own way, God will let 
you face some of the conse-
quences of your actions? In his 

mercy, God will often give us 
a wake-up call so we can turn 
around and seek what’s right in 
his eyes, rather than our own.

Samson’s uncut, Nazirite hair 
was a symbol of his dedication 
to God. When he gave that up 
and his enemies jumped him, 
Samson discovered that “the 
Lord had left him.” Humiliated 
and blinded, the savior of Israel 
was led away in shackles.

Defying God is not fitting for 
any of us whom God calls to 
live by the power of his Spirit. 
Thankfully for our sake, Jesus 
never defied God but humbled 
himself, even to death on a 
cross, saving us from the power 
of sin and its consequences.

. . . The Lord had left him.  
 —Judges 16:20

Judges 16:1-22 THURSDAY, JULY 25

CONSEQUENCES

Lord, help us to live by 
the power of your Spirit 
filling our lives. In Jesus, 
Amen.



Samson’s eyes got him into 
trouble, and without them 
Sam son triumphed over the 
enemy. Forced to entertain his 
captors, blind Samson asked 
the Lord for strength one 
more time. His reason? To “get 
revenge on the Philistines for 
[his] two eyes.” 

In his human weakness and 
pride, Samson could not for-
get his eyes. Even so, God 
used him as an instrument to 
rescue his people. Without the 
eyes that provoked passionate 
desire in his heart and led him 
away from God, Samson, now 
blind, “killed many more when 
he died than while he lived.” 
And Samson died with them.

Unlike the stories of other 
judges, the Samson story does 
not end by telling us that Israel 
had peace from their enemies. 
Rather, it shows us a Samson 
who saved Israel without his 
offending eyes. Would God’s 

people too have to endure a 
time of blindness before they 
could see what is right in God’s 
eyes? (See Matthew 13:13.) 

Samson was blind not so much 
because the Philistines took 
his eyes but because his eyes 
caused him to sin. He didn’t 
need his eyes to save Israel. 
But he couldn’t let go of them 
without seeking revenge.

Unlike Samson, Jesus Christ 
died for our offending eyes, 
our wayward hands and feet, 
our deceitful hearts, and our 
loose tongues. And instead of 
seeking revenge, he died so 
that “whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eter-
nal life” with God (John 3:16). 

“If your right eye causes you to stumble, gouge it out. . . .” 
 —Matthew 5:29

Judges 16:23-30; Matthew 5:27-30 FRIDAY, JULY 26

EYES ON REVENGE?

Father, forgive me, for 
Jesus’ sake, for I know the 
offensiveness of my eyes, 
hands, and tongue. Amen.



The closing chapters of Judges 
(chap. 17-21) show how things 
go from bad to worse as God’s 
people keep doing what is 
right in their own eyes—and 
what is evil in God’s eyes. The 
people fall headlong into a 
downward spiral leading to re-
ligious chaos.

God had set up the leadership 
of his people, appointing priests 
to serve in worship (Exodus 
40:12-15). In those days the 
priests were to serve only at 
the tabernacle, the house of 
God in Shiloh (Judges 18:31)—
and then later at the temple in 
Jerusalem (1 Kings 5-6).

We read today, however, that 
Micah made a shrine for his 
own gods and installed one of 
his own sons as his priest. Then, 
even worse, a traveling Levite, 
who was ordained to serve at 
the tabernacle (Numbers 3), 
agreed to be Micah’s priest.

In all of this, the people and 
their religious leaders corrupt-
ed the system of leadership in 
Israel, doing what seemed right 
in their own eyes. Or, as we 
read in 2 Timothy, people set 
up teachers around them to say 
only what they wanted to hear.

Corruption like this stains bib-
lical religion to this very day. 
Today we have preachers of 
self-esteem and prosperity—and 
many others who make political 
statements that defy the teach-
ings of God in Christ. For Jesus’ 
sake, there’s no better time than 
now to evaluate what our eyes 
are eager to see and what our 
ears are itching to hear.

My eyes and ears are 
weary of seduction, Lord. 
Give me your light and 
saving words, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen.

To suit their own desires, they will gather around them a great 
number of teachers to say what their itching ears want to hear. 
 —2 Timothy 4:3

Judges 17 SATURDAY, JULY 27

RELIGIOUS CHAOS



Isaiah’s description here is 
an apt one for God’s people. 
Sheep can be stubborn wan-
derers, always grazing where 
the grass looks greener.

Not long after Israel came to 
the promised land, the tribe of 
Dan set up an idol for worship, 
stolen from Micah in Ephraim, 
along with Micah’s priest, who 
is now identified as a grand-
son of Moses. Dan’s stubborn 
idolatry seems to have lasted 
about 300 years.

The people of Dan, like many 
others in Israel, ignored God’s 
instructions to have “no other 
gods” and to make no images 
for worship (Exodus 20:3-5). 
Even if they claimed they were 
committed to the God of Israel 
by having a priest, they were 
really just doing as their neigh-
bors in the land of Canaan did. 
But, surely, God would under-
stand that worshiping “outside 
the box” was the creative thing 

to do—right? After all, isn’t 
 variety the spice of life?

Spiced food may be good, but 
strangely spiced worship only 
defies and mocks the Lord. We 
do well to note that Hebrews 
12:28-29 reminds us to “wor-
ship God acceptably with 
rever ence and awe, for our 
‘God is a consuming fire.’”

It is good to remember that 
the Holy Spirit brought us into 
the fold of the great Shepherd, 
and that he daily nudges us to 
abandon our stubborn ways. 
Today, may we hear and listen 
to his voice (Psalm 95:6-7). 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, each of us has turned to our 
own way. . . . —Isaiah 53:6

Judges 18:11-31 SUNDAY, JULY 28

STUBBORN WORSHIPERS

O Lord, help us not to 
grieve your Holy Spirit. 
May we honor you not 
only in worship today but 
in all we do each day of 
the week. For Jesus’ sake, 
Amen.



The old man in Gibeah showed 
hospitality to the visitors—a 
Levite, his concubine, and his 
servant—by taking them into 
his home. And when wicked 
men surrounded the house at 
night and wanted to rape the 
Levite, the old man defended 
his guest—but then offered 
them his daughter and the con-
cubine! The outlaws still wanted 
the Levite, so, to save himself, 
he handed them his concubine. 
The men abused her all night, 
and she died on the doorstep.

Then, when the Levite found 
his concubine dead in the 
morning, he took her body 
home, cut the body in pieces, 
and sent them throughout the 
land. What?! We learn later that 
this became a call for punish-
ment against the wicked men 
of Gibeah (Judges 20).

What are we to think of all this? 
When people do only what is 
right in their own eyes, things 

go from bad to worse—and 
even worse. Eventually this 
mayhem leads to a civil war in 
which the people of God fight 
and kill one another.

The old man mixed hospitality 
with an utter lack of respect for 
his daughter and the concubine. 
And the Levite sent his con-
cubine to her death. Women 
were treated horribly in those 
days, and wild gangs did as they 
pleased. God’s Word, however, 
called everyone to love their 
neighbor. No one should treat 
others so cruelly.

Let us thank God today for our 
good King, Jesus Christ, who 
rules compassionately and 
firmly through the Holy Spirit.  

Lord and King, help us to 
love all our neighbors as 
you have loved us. Save us 
from inhospitality. Amen.

“You are welcome at my house,” the old man said. . . . “Don’t 
spend the night in the square.” —Judges 19:20

Judges 19:11-30 MONDAY, JULY 29

HOSPITALITY?!



This story about God’s people 
can make our heads spin. How 
could such things happen?

Though this account appears 
near the end of the book of 
Judges, we can tell it took place 
early in the time of Israel’s 
 judges: “In those days the ark of 
the covenant of God was there, 
with Phinehas .  .  . the [grand-
son] of Aaron ministering be-
fore it.” So this story occurs not 
long after the death of Joshua 
(see Joshua 24:29-Judges 1:2). 
Perhaps it is placed here to 
stand out as an appendix, re-
minding Israel that they can 
bring destruction on themselves 
just like any other nation—if not 
for God’s intervention.

Horrible crimes had been com-
mitted. A measure of justice was 
needed, and some peace had to 
be restored. But at what price?

Though people had been do-
ing what looked right in their 

eyes, they also finally remem-
bered to “inquire of the Lord.” 
So they wept and fasted and 
pleaded with God for direction.

But even with repentance, sin 
and defiance against God bring 
consequences. Thousands of 
lives were lost. A whole tribe 
was nearly destroyed. And if 
God had not intervened, it’s 
safe to say that Israel would 
soon have destroyed itself.

But God preserved his people, 
keeping his promises. And one 
day many years later, God’s 
one and only Son, Jesus, from 
the tribe of Judah, went “up 
first” for us all, to fight the ene-
my and to win for us peace 
with God and one another. 
Praise him!

The Lord defeated Benjamin before Israel. . . .   
 —Judges 20:35

Judges 20:12-36 TUESDAY, JULY 30

PEACE AT WHAT PRICE?

Lord, may your peace 
fill my soul daily so I can 
be at peace with all my 
neighbors. In Jesus, Amen.



Again the book of Judges 
shows that people desperately 
need a savior. Though they 
had asked God for direction 
before the war with Benjamin 
(Judges 20:18, 23, 28), Israel 
now took matters into their 
own hands again.

The Bible speaks honestly 
about human beings: all are un-
willing to live by God’s direction 
for good, righteous, and just liv-
ing. When the Bible turns to de-
scribe the history of God’s own 
people, we find that no one is 
without fault. The closing line of 
Judges says it all: “all the people 
did what was right in their own 
eyes.” And later, in the days of 
Israel’s kings, even those who 
were not described as doing 
“evil in the eyes of the Lord”—
such as David, Hezekiah, and 
Josiah—were flawed.

Is any of us any different? Today 
we live in the reign of King 

Jesus, but in this New Testament 
age we read of lying to the Holy 
Spirit (Acts 5:3), sexual immo-
rality (1 Corinthians 6:13-20), 
sneering at neighbors (James 
2:3-4), and idolatry (Revelation 
2:20). And then there are 
 abuses against women and men, 
murders, and wars throughout 
church history.

The book of Judges exposes 
God’s people’s notorious ten-
dency to ignore its Savior. After 
the death and resurrection of 
our true Savior and Shepherd, 
the good news is that King 
Jesus sees our self-inflicted mis-
ery. And by the power of the 
Spirit, he keeps us alive.

When [Jesus] saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, be
cause they were . . . like sheep without a shepherd.  
 —Matthew 9:36

Judges 21:15-25 WEDNESDAY, JULY 31

THE TRUE SHEPHERD

Lord Christ, you are the 
Shepherd of my body and 
soul. Keep my eyes from 
the seductions of sin, and 
grant me new life with 
you forever. Amen.



“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field.” 
 —Matthew 13:44

Matthew 13:44-46 THURSDAY, AUGUST 1

HIDDEN TREASURE

Robert Louis Stevenson’s Trea
sure Island is a story about pi-
rate gold, stolen from Spanish 
 sailors, who had stolen it from 
the Incas in South America, who 
had invaded the lands of other 
people and had built an empire 
in the Andes Mountains. The 
pirates had buried the gold on 
a Caribbean island. After the 
treasure map was lost and later 
found, people from England 
went in search of it. This is a 
tale of mutiny, bloodshed, 
and—in the end—untold riches. 
It is a parable about people’s ill-
gotten gains and the trouble it 
brings.

In Jesus’ parable about hid-
den treasure, our Lord doesn’t 
focus on where the treasure 
came from, who might have 
known about it in the past, 
and so on. That isn’t why 
he told the parable. The im-
portant points here are that 
(1) the kingdom of heaven is a 

treasure worth more than any-
thing else we could have, and 
(2) sometimes people stumble 
upon it unexpectedly.

How easy it is to be utterly 
wrapped up in the struggles 
of life: getting an education, 
land ing a job, finding a spouse, 
raising kids, fending off health 
problems, growing old, and, 
eventually, facing death. How 
easy it would be to brush off 
eternal life as vague religious 
stuff, and to listen to the sneers 
of people who call it “pie in the 
sky.” But what a surprise to find 
that Jesus came to show God’s 
love for us sinners! Eternal life 
and the kingdom of heaven 
are as solid as treasure found 
in a field.

Lord, thank you for the 
surprise of your love for 
us, which makes all of life 
worthwhile. Amen.



Dorcas was often busy mak-
ing clothing for others to wear. 
When she died, the local wid-
ows stood around Peter, “cry-
ing and showing him the robes 
and other clothing” that Dorcas 
had made for them. She obvi-
ously had taken to heart the 
Law of Moses that said, “If 
any of your fellow Israelites 
be come poor and are unable 
to support themselves among 
you, help them” (Leviticus 
25:35).

That was in the days before 
social security and welfare. It’s 
good that there are some safety 
nets in society today to make 
sure that people who are poor 
don’t slip through the cracks 
unnoticed. But there are some 
downsides to the systems we 
have today—for example, peo-
ple who have plenty of their 
own money are often not even 
aware of the poor. Many don’t 
know any poor people, and 

the poor tend to sink into their 
own miserable neighborhoods, 
“out of sight, out of mind.” 
Some people who are well-off 
even say, “Let the government 
take care of them.”

The Bible’s teaching about pov-
erty is hard to grasp if we have 
no heart to help the poor, and 
it’s hard to act upon if we are 
self-absorbed, paying no atten-
tion to folks who are strug-
gling, or to people living in 
the poorer parts of town. Our 
churches can help with pro-
grams to feed the hungry and 
to give shelter and job training 
to the homeless. But it all starts 
with having a heart of love, like 
Dorcas.

Thank you, Lord, for the 
example of Dorcas. Move 
us to meet and know and 
care about the people 
around us, as you do. For 
Jesus’ sake, Amen.

In Joppa . . . a disciple named . . . Dorcas . . . was always doing 
good and helping the poor. —Acts 9:36

Acts 9:32-43 FRIDAY, AUGUST 2

DORCAS



As a boy, Charles Dickens 
knew poverty from bitter ex-
perience. He never forgot what 
he had learned. Many of his 
novels deal with the huge gap 
between wealth and poverty. 
Perhaps the most unforgettable 
is A Christmas Carol. Its main 
character, Ebenezer Scrooge, is 
a “grasping, clutching, covetous 
old sinner” who can squeeze 
blood out of a stone. Bob 
Cratchit, his underpaid book-
keeper, shivers in his unheated 
corner of the office. But Bob 
has learned to be content in 
his situation. 

At the meager Cratchit-family 
Christmas dinner, Bob propos-
es a toast: “Merry Christmas 
to Mr. Scrooge, the founder of 
the feast!” Mrs. Cratchit objects 
with scornful words about 
Scrooge, but Bob, in all humil-
ity replies mildly, “My dear, it’s 
Christmas ... and the children!” 
For all his poverty, Cratchit has 

wisdom and happiness. But 
Scrooge, for all his wealth, has 
a bleak and miserable life.

Here is something of the com-
plexity and mystery about 
wealth and poverty. Most 
people think that wealth brings 
happiness. But that is not al-
ways so. Marxism claims that 
wealth always comes by op-
pressing the poor. But that is 
not always so. Happiness and 
contentment can exist in the 
midst of scarcity, and the poor 
can oppress each other. What’s 
more, the rich can be righ-
teous, and they can be a bless-
ing to the poor. Faith in God 
and living by his love are the 
keys to finding happiness.

To the person who pleases him, God gives wisdom, knowledge 
and happiness. . . .  —Ecclesiastes 2:26

Ecclesiastes 2:22-26 SATURDAY, AUGUST 3

WISDOM, KNOWLEDGE, AND HAPPINESS

Lord, give us the wisdom 
to examine our motives 
and actions without fool-
ing ourselves. May we 
please you in all we do. In 
Jesus, Amen.



Not many years ago, Marxist/
communist revolutionaries in 
Latin America tried to make 
the Bible support their own 
hatred of the wealthy. But the 
prosperity of Job (and other 
patriarchs in the Bible) was a 
rock on which their theories 
crashed and sank.

Satan tried to cast doubt on 
Job’s motives, saying that Job 
was a faithful servant of God 
only because God made him 
prosperous. But God said there 
was “no one on earth like him 
... blameless and upright, a man 
who fears God and shuns evil” 
(Job 1:8). And when God al-
lowed Job to go through some 
tough times, God was proved 
right. Job remained faithful to 
God, no matter what terrible 
trials he had to endure.

In his misery, Job was visited 
by three friends who aimed to 
help him. But they ended up 
accusing him, saying that his 

suffering had to be a result of 
some sin he had done. “Why 
else would God afflict a man?” 
they reasoned. But Job was not 
suffering because of some sin, 
as the book of Job makes clear. 
In some situations in this bro-
ken world, the mystery of suf-
fering remains hidden in God’s 
inscrutable plan. But we can 
trust him.

We may be blessed with wealth 
and prosperity or challenged 
with suffering and poverty. 
The main thing is to be faithful 
to God and share his love with 
others, whatever the circum-
stances. For God is faithful and 
keeps his promises.

We thank you, Lord, for 
all the good you give us. 
Help us to be faithful 
and to share your love 
and blessings with others. 
Amen.

The Lord blessed the latter part of Job’s life more than the for
mer part.  —Job 42:12

Job 42:10-16 SUNDAY, AUGUST 4

THE PROSPERITY OF JOB



Like the prophets who brought 
God’s Word to the people, 
Jesus had sympathy for the 
poor and often rebuked rich 
people who were selfish and 
did nothing for the poor. In 
Jesus’ parable, the poor man 
Lazarus who died was carried 
by angels to Abraham’s side in 
heaven, and the rich man was 
sent to hell, where he was in 
torment.

The rich man had lived for his 
own pleasure and had ignored 
the message of Moses and the 
Prophets. Lazarus had had no 
comfort in life, but in death he 
received the blessings of life 
with God in heaven.

This parable was a comfort to 
many slaves in the American 
South in the 1800s. One of 
their spiritual songs speaks of 
God as the “Rock of my soul” 
in “the bosom of Abraham”—
an expression referring to 

“Abraham’s side.” Where could 
those slaves find justice when 
their children were ripped 
from their arms and sold down 
the river, when the earthly 
powers-that-be were stacked 
against them? But the Lord 
saw their plight. And he will 
bring justice to the oppressor.

In Jesus’ parable, the rich man’s 
sin was not that he was rich; 
it was that he refused to care 
for a person in need. His stony 
heart ignored the call to share 
food with the hungry and to 
provide shelter and clothing for 
people in need (Isaiah 58:7).

“There was a rich man who . . . lived in luxury every day. At 
his gate was . . . Lazarus, covered with sores and longing to eat 
what fell from the rich man’s table.” —Luke 16:19-21

Luke 16:19-31 MONDAY, AUGUST 5

THE RICH MAN AND THE POOR MAN

Lord, instill in us your 
heart of compassion, and 
lead us to do some good 
with the earthly treasures 
you have given us. In the 
name of the One who has 
compassion on us, Amen.



Jesus’ words here about sell-
ing everything raise a storm 
of static in our minds. It’s hard 
to hear what he is saying. We 
wonder, “How can I live with-
out a place to hang my hat, 
or a bed to sleep in, or shoes 
on my feet, or clothes on my 
back? Must I sell everything!?”

Frantically searching for some 
purpose to Jesus’ command, 
we might remember his call to 
Simon and Andrew, James and 
John, who were all fishermen: 
“Come, follow me . . . and I will 
send you out to fish for people” 
(Mark 1:17). And “without de-
lay,” they left their fishing nets 
and boats, their homes and fami-
lies. In those days it was an hon-
or to be called by such a teacher.

I remember when God called 
my family to leave the United  
States and go to Japan to share 
Jesus’ message with others. 
We were on a budget to pack 

a shipping container, and we 
were able to bring along the 
 baby’s high chair, some basic 
furniture, clothes, dishes, and 
other necessities. But we had to 
sell our home, to have a yard 
sale for treasured possessions 
that couldn’t go with us. We had 
to trim down and travel light to 
follow this calling. And we had 
to entrust the care of our aging 
parents to our siblings. In the 
process, we gained many more 
brothers and sisters in Japan.

Whatever the cost, we must lis-
ten to Jesus and share his good 
news, wherever we are called. 

Lord Jesus, sometimes 
your words shock us. But 
teach us what is important 
in life and lead us to follow 
you, whether in our own 
neighborhood or to the 
ends of the earth. In your 
name we pray. Amen.

“Go, sell everything you have and give to the poor, and you will 
have treasure in heaven. Then come, follow me.”  
 —Mark 10:21

Mark 10:17-31 TUESDAY, AUGUST 6

COME, FOLLOW ME



In this world, economics is 
 often about quickly making the 
greatest profit at the expense 
of others. It’s based mainly on 
greed and a “me first” attitude. 
Though it is sometimes called 
“the pursuit of happiness,” it 
will never satisfy our deepest 
needs and longings.

There is also what we might call 
“heavenly economics.” It gives 
free rein to generosity, love, 
and goodwill. It turns the self-
ish, vicious cycle of greed on its 
head, and flashes of heavenly 
sunshine beam through.

We can hear echoes of this in 
our proverb today. Generous 
people forgive debts, as they 
have been forgiven, and rip-
ples of love spread outward. 
That’s an example of amazing 
grace amid worldly economics, 
building up treasure in heaven.

Maybe you have seen the old 
movie It’s A Wonderful Life. It’s 

a story about George Bailey, 
whose savings and loan busi-
ness lends out money at low 
interest so that low-income 
people can buy a home. But 
then something goes wrong: 
one day George’s uncle loses 
track of a bundle of money 
on the way to the bank, and 
that puts George in danger of 
going bankrupt. In the end, 
though, George is rescued by 
the townspeople, who give 
him all the cash he needs be-
cause he always treated them 
with goodwill.

Let’s follow God’s leading and 
live with generosity and good-
will. Greed and selfishness will 
only lead to ruin.

Lord, “your will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven 
.  .  . for yours is the king-
dom and the power and 
the glory forever.” Amen.

One person gives freely, yet gains even more; another withholds 
unduly, but comes to poverty. —Proverbs 11:24

Proverbs 11:24-28 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 7

HEAVENLY ECONOMICS



Nothing is permanent in our 
earthly existence. Even the 
Himalayan mountains will 
erode. All treasures on earth 
will also pass away.
Keith and Kristyn Getty cap-
ture this truth in their song “My 
Worth Is Not in What I Own”: 
“Fame, youth, and beauty hur-
ry by, but life eternal calls to 
us at the cross.” Even if moths 
don’t make holes in your wool-
en coats, all the things we trea-
sure here on earth will “hurry 
by,” often passing away before 
we notice they are rusted, rot-
ted, spoiled, or gone.
Nowadays it’s popular to invest 
in bitcoins, a made-up cur-
rency that is not tied to any 
country’s central bank. Wild 
fluctuations in bitcoin value 
mean that people can realize a 
1,000 percent increase in their 
investments within a week. Or 
they can lose it all just as fast.

Jesus lived here before the 
blooming of capitalism and 
stock markets. But in those 
days there were merchants 
who invested in trade by ships 
and camel trains. All invest-
ments come with risks.
It’s not that Jesus was against 
trade or investing or becom-
ing wealthy. What matters, he 
says, is where your heart is. He 
taught that if we don’t have 
our heart anchored in God’s 
eternal kingdom, we will lose 
everything when we pass away 
from this earthly life.
Where is your treasure—and 
your heart?

Lord, you are our treasure; 
“you have been our dwell-
ing place through all gen-
erations.” Help us to find 
life forever in you. Amen.

“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where 
moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in. . . . For 
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.”  
 —Matthew 6:19-21

Matthew 6:19-24 THURSDAY, AUGUST 8

MOTH, VERMIN, AND THIEVES



Maybe you have heard that the 
Roman god of love was Venus, 
and the god of war was Mars. 
To many of us, those are just the 
names of a couple of planets. 
But to a Roman army, it was 
crucial to sacrifice to Mars and 
pray for victory before going 
into battle. And a young Roman 
man would pray to Venus that 
the woman who had stolen his 
heart would return his love.

Our historical memory is short, 
and most of us don’t know 
that the ancient Syrian god 
of wealth and prosperity was 
called Mammon. Jesus lived 
just across the border from 
Syria, and he knew about 
Mam mon. This was a false god 
that represented the love of 
money and the material wealth 
and comforts and  power it 
might buy. Jesus also knew that 
you cannot have any other 
god alongside the Creator of 
heaven and earth. That would 

be idolatry. Therefore, he said, 
“You cannot serve both God 
and Mammon.” 

Idolatry always involves a differ-
ent way of looking at the world 
and doing business. And gradu-
ally the idol takes over. Greed 
and worry—accompanying so 
much of the pursuit of prosper-
ity today—replace the moral 
guidelines of the Bible, and calm 
trust in God’s blessing disappears 
along with them. Trampled hu-
man relationships and nervous 
breakdowns are sometimes 
signs that, somewhere along 
the line, serving Mammon has 
squeezed out serving God.

Who are you serving today?

Lord God, earning a living 
is an important part of our 
daily life. Help us to serve 
you alone, and to trust 
you for our daily bread. 
Amen.

“No one can serve two masters. . . . You cannot serve both God 
and money.” —Matthew 6:24

Matthew 6:19-24 FRIDAY, AUGUST 9

GOD AND MONEY



In a surprising program on 
HGTV, people go looking for 
tiny homes. They don’t want 
an enormous monthly mort-
gage payment, and they don’t 
want to accumulate all kinds of 
unnecessary junk in their lives. 
So they look at 200-square-
foot homes instead of 2,000 
square-footers. Some of these 
have a master bedroom you 
crawl into under the rafters, a 
children’s bedroom under the 
other end of the roof, and a 
kitchen, dining room, bath, and 
living room cleverly squeezed 
into one small area. Sometimes 
the biggest question is “Do 
we really need a bathtub? A 
 shower takes up less space.”

In old Japan, a farmer’s futon 
was folded and stored in a 
closet each morning. Presto! 
The bedroom became a living 
room!

“If we have food and clothing,” 
says Paul, “we will be content 

with that.” Of course, if we live 
in northern Canada, we might 
need a place to get in out of 
the icy blasts. But Paul’s point is 
well-taken. Materialism sets all 
kinds of traps and temptations 
that can lead us astray from the 
path of faith.

The tenth commandment—
Do not covet (Exodus 20:17)—
points the way to contentment. 
If we always have a roving eye, 
hankering for our neighbor’s 
house, car, or spouse, there will 
be no end to feeling unsettled. 
But with the Holy Spirit living 
in our hearts, filling the void 
that would otherwise drive us 
to distraction, we have peace 
and contentment within.

Lord, we do not want 
to follow one fad after 
another; we want to fol-
low Jesus in contentment. 
Lead us, we pray. Amen.

Godliness with contentment is great gain.   
 —1 Timothy 6:6

1 Timothy 6:6-10 SATURDAY, AUGUST 10

CONTENTMENT



In our church each Sunday 
we read a bit of Scripture 
that teaches us God’s will 
for daily living—like the Ten 
Commandments. This is a 
helpful exercise.

When we come to have faith 
in Jesus for salvation, we do 
not keep on living as if we are 
unbelievers. When we are born 
again by the work of God in 
us, we will change and want to 
live God’s way. But we can be 
stubborn and willful, because 
our old nature still clings to us. 
We often need to be reminded 
to do good, to love others, to 
share, and to be Christlike in 
all we do and say. So it’s im-
portant to meet together for 
worship and fellowship and to 
hear God’s commands again 
and again.

When the apostle Paul wrote 
to Timothy in the letter we 
have read from today, Timothy 
was leading a newly planted 

church in Ephesus. Among 
other things, Paul told Timothy 
to command rich believers “to 
do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and 
willing to share.”

In the church there were well-
to-do people, and there were 
poor people—and this some-
times caused friction. The rich 
had to be reminded to share 
with others and not to look 
down on the poor, and the 
poor had to be reminded not 
to covet. Everyone, in fact, 
needed to remember not to 
pin their hopes on money or 
wealth but to put their hope in 
God, who provides all we truly 
need. In this way, Paul said 
(echoing Jesus), we lay up trea-
sure for eternity, taking hold 
“of the life that is truly life.”

Command those who are rich . . . to be rich in good deeds, and 
to be generous and willing to share. —1 Timothy 6:17-18

1 Timothy 6:11-19 SUNDAY, AUGUST 11

ANOTHER COMMAND

Lord, help us to be gener-
ous and content, for Jesus’ 
sake. Amen.



A good person leaves an inheritance for their children’s children.
 —Proverbs 13:22

Proverbs 13:20-22 MONDAY, AUGUST 12

AN INHERITANCE

Lawyers are often needed 
to ensure that a large inheri-
tance is divided properly—as 
stated in a legal will. Without 
that framework, the people in 
some families would tear each 
other apart over the money 
or things they expect to get as 
their entitlement.

Inheritance issues can be contro-
versial, but, in the Bible, inheri-
tance is also a great example of 
a good gift: it’s given by grace—
not earned—a windfall received 
from God, who loves us. Psalm 
136 celebrates the way God 
gave the promised land to Israel 
“as an inheritance.” Again and 
again the refrain echoes, “His 
love endures forever.” As his-
tory shows, Israel had done 
nothing to earn that inheritance. 
God was creating a new nation 
that would bless all nations by 
providing a Savior.

The tribe of Levi, though, did 
not receive land as their in-

heritance. They served in the 
ceremonial worship of God as 
priests and teachers and temple 
workers. And because of this 
intimate relationship with God, 
it was said, “The Lord is their in-
heritance” (Deuteronomy 10:9).

In the New Testament, Jesus 
said, “Blessed are the meek, 
for they will inherit the earth” 
(Matthew 5:5). And 1  Peter 
1:4 describes salvation as “an 
inheritance that can never per-
ish, spoil or fade.”

What a heavenly treasure we 
have in Christ! All by grace, 
through faith!

Thank you, O God, that 
you are our inheritance, 
and that to know you, 
and the Son whom you 
sent, is eternal life, greater 
than all earthly treasure! 
Amen!



We can understand how God 
is our inheritance, because 
when we receive Christ, we 
become the beneficiaries of 
his great love. That, in itself, is 
amazing grace!

But for the Bible to say that 
we are God’s inheritance—that 
is almost beyond belief! God, 
who owns everything in the 
universe, is thrilled that we are 
his possession! Deuteronomy 
32:9 repeats this incredible 
truth: “The Lord’s portion is 
his people, Jacob his allotted 
inheritance.”

Deuteronomy 32:10 describes 
how precious Israel was to God: 
“In a desert land he found him, 
in a barren and howling waste. 
He shielded him and cared for 
him; he guarded him as the 
apple of his eye.” This phrase lit-
erally means “the little man of 
his eye,” referring to the pupil 
in someone’s eye, in which you 
can see your reflection.

In Isaiah 5 God sings a love 
song about his people: “I will 
sing for the one I love a song 
about his vineyard: My loved 
one had a vineyard on a fertile 
hillside. .. The vineyard of the 
Lord Almighty is the nation of 
Israel, and the people of Judah 
are the vines he delighted 
in.” This provides a rich back-
ground for another verse: “For 
God so loved the world  .  .  .” 
(John 3:16).

The Lord’s inheritance is not 
simply gold and silver but the 
people whom he loves and has 
redeemed in Christ, and God 
delights in gathering us around 
him to celebrate all the good-
ness of full life!

How wonderful is your 
love, O God, how deep 
beyond fathoming! Thank 
you for making us your 
delight. In Jesus, Amen.

The Lord took you and brought you . . . out of Egypt, to be the 
people of his inheritance, as you now are. —Deuteronomy 4:20

Deuteronomy 4:15-20 TUESDAY, AUGUST 13

WE ARE GOD’S INHERITANCE!



Many people fear cancer. It has 
been called the scourge of our 
times. If you received a diag-
nosis of cancer today, would it 
shake your world? Would the 
shadow of death be enough to 
make you reexamine your life’s 
priorities? Would it be a wake-
up call?

God does not mince words 
with us. In Jesus’ parable of the 
rich fool, God speaks harshly 
to a busy farmer who has had 
a bumper crop. Savvy busi-
nessman that he was, the farm-
er made plans to build bigger 
barns, store his surplus grain, 
and take life easy from then 
on. His mind raced a hundred 
miles an hour, but he had no 
thought for God.

The Bible says, “The Lord ... is 
patient with you, not wanting 
anyone to perish, but every-
one to come to repentance” 
(2  Peter 3:9). This means we 
receive lots of opportunities 

to turn from our selfish ways 
and to follow God’s way—the 
way to real, full life. God of-
ten nudges us and speaks with 
a gentle, insistent voice—but 
sometimes he also thunders. 
He calls us to repent and reor-
der our lives, to make him first 
in our lives—above success, 
even above family.

And there will be a day of 
reckoning, as Jesus points out 
in his parable. So let’s listen to 
God, urging us to follow the 
way of real, full life.

In your life, what kinds of pri-
orities might need changing? 
Which way is God nudging 
you?

“Fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?” —Luke 12:20

Luke 12:13-21 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14

FOOLISH PRIORITIES

Teach us to number our 
days, O God, that through 
Jesus we may gain a heart 
of wisdom. Amen.



Proverbs 23 offers wise ad-
vice: Be careful of chasing 
 after riches, for they are soon 
gone. Be wary of eating too 
many delicacies and drinking 
too much wine. Not only will 
they make you sick; they will 
also trap you and drag you into 
folly. Beware of joining in with 
revelers and adulterers; the 
pleasures of sex and partying 
will only deceive you and ruin 
you in the end.

Today, thousands of years 
later, the temptations of easy 
money, strong drink, sex, and 
gluttony remain powerful. 
And the results are the same 
as ever: ruined relationships, a 
life in shambles, addiction, and 
poverty.

Proverbs urges young people 
to listen to the warnings of 
their parents, to get wisdom 
and discipline—or they may 
end up stumbling through the 

streets, begging for a handout 
among cars stopped at a traf-
fic light.

If for some reason you have 
fallen into trouble in life, it’s 
not too late to turn around. 
God loves you, and his forgive-
ness is available for the asking.

“Be zealous for the fear of the 
Lord,” and there will be “a 
future hope for you.” If your 
heart is anchored in God’s love, 
“your hope will not be cut off.” 
You may not end up rich here 
on earth, but you won’t be re-
duced to rags.

The riches of the good news of 
God’s salvation last forever!

Without you, Lord, we are 
like a sinking ship, flashing 
out an SOS signal: “Save 
Our Souls.” Through 
Christ we ask you to save 
and renew us. Amen.

Do not join those who drink too much wine or gorge themselves 
on meat, for drunkards and gluttons become poor, and drowsi
ness clothes them in rags. —Proverbs 23:20-21

Proverbs 23:1-9, 17-35 THURSDAY, AUGUST 15

RAGS OR RICHES?



Yesterday we considered the 
plight of sinking to the depths 
of a destructive, ruinous life. 
Today we look at a psalm in 
which the writer calls out to 
God for help, seeking salvation.

Psalm 69 was written by King 
David of Israel in a time of 
accu sation and conspiracy. We 
don’t know many details, but 
apparently the scandal was 
about a sin he did not commit.

Reading this psalm today, we 
can also see that it points to 
Jesus, describing scenes of his 
descent into the agony of the 
cross. There he was hated and 
persecuted without reason. 
There he paid what he had not 
stolen. He was given vinegar 
for his thirst (John 19:28-29). 
People who passed by on the 
road mocked him (Mark 15:29-
32). For our sake, Jesus sank to 
the depths of hell (Mark 15:34), 
even though he was pure and 
sinless (Hebrews 4:15).

God’s mercy for us is clear in 
the forgiveness we have be-
cause of Jesus’ suffering. And 
this moves us to forgive and 
care for others, who may have 
sunk into miry depths on their 
own. Knowing that we are all 
sinners who need the Savior, 
we can point others to Christ 
and help them out of the mire 
too.

For all who believe, Jesus has 
borne the punishment for all 
our sin. And, rising from the 
dead and ascending to heaven, 
he went on ahead to prepare a 
place for us in God’s kingdom, 
where “there will be no more 
death or mourning or crying or 
pain” (Revelation 21:4).

O God, save us from our 
sins and folly. And guide 
us to love others because 
you first loved us. For 
Jesus’ sake, Amen.

Save me, O God, for the waters have come up to my neck. 
 —Psalm 69:1

Psalm 69:1-21 FRIDAY, AUGUST 16

FROM MIRY DEPTHS TO GLORY



A Japanese pastor friend, with 
whom we worked for many 
years as missionaries, gave us 
a beautiful bronze statue of 
hawks lifting off in flight. He 
had inherited it from his father, 
and he gave it to us as a fare-
well present when we returned 
to the United States. Now in a 
place of honor in our home in 
America, it stands as a rare and 
beautiful treasure that holds a 
flood of memories for us.

Our proverb for today teaches 
that the house of our lives is 
best built with wisdom, which 
comes from God. “Through 
understanding it is established,”  
and “through knowledge” pro-
vided by the one true God “its 
rooms are filled with rare and 
beautiful treasures.”

Jesus talks about a house like 
that in a parable about wise 
and foolish builders (Matthew 
7:24-27): “Everyone who 
hears these words of mine and 

puts them into practice is like a 
wise man who built his house 
on the rock.”

With wisdom we build our lives 
on the solid rock of the love of 
God in Christ. The commands 
of God give us firm flooring, 
the protective arms of God are 
like walls keeping out the cold, 
and the Word of God is like 
windows letting in God’s light.

We all struggle to build a good 
life. Jesus and his good news 
are the keys to doing so. May 
we have heavenly wisdom 
each day to build our lives and 
to share God’s love with others.

O God, help us to build 
our lives with wisdom 
and to share your love 
and light in this world, re-
membering all you have 
done and that you are 
with us always. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

By wisdom a house is built, and through understanding it is 
established. . . . —Proverbs 24:3

Proverbs 24:3-4 SATURDAY, AUGUST 17 

WISDOM’S RARE AND BEAUTIFUL TREASURES



Astronomers say that the 
heavy metals in the periodic ta-
ble of the elements (gold, plati-
num, uranium) were formed 
under tremendous pressure 
in the depths of giant stars in 
the far reaches of the universe. 
They were scattered as far as 
our  solar system by the explo-
sion of those stars and became 
part of our earth. Here they are 
rare, precious gifts from God.

Streets of gold! Gates made 
from single pearls! Un fathom-
able riches! Imagine if your 
front door was made from a 
slice of one huge pearl!

Everything about the heavenly 
city, the new Jerusalem, speaks 
to the riches of the plan of sal-
vation and the glory of God. 
There are twelve gates, by 
which the nations of the earth 
can stream in from all directions 
to their eternal blessing. There is 
no temple in the city “because 

the Lord God Almighty and 
the Lamb are its temple.” And 
by God’s great salvation, people 
from all nations will be able to 
bring their splendor and glory 
and honor, all that God has 
blessed and purified in Christ, 
into this ultimate Holy City of 
God, which is also called the 
Bride of the Lamb. 

Though we can’t fully wrap our 
minds around these descrip-
tions, we can be sure that the 
reality will be far more wonder-
ful than words could describe 
and we could imagine.

The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single 
pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as trans
parent glass. —Revelation 21:21

Revelation 21:1-21 SUNDAY, AUGUST 18 

PEARLY GATES, STREETS OF GOLD

Praise to you, our Creator 
and Redeemer! Thank 
you that, through faith, 
our names are written in 
the Lamb’s book of life. In 
Christ’s name we worship 
you, O God, for ever and 
ever! Amen.



In some Christian communi-
ties, fasting is not emphasized. 
In others, especially during 
Lent (the season leading up 
to Easter), fasting is a way of 
remembering the suffering of 
our Lord.

In ancient Israel, fasting includ-
ed wearing robes of sackcloth, 
bowing one’s head in mourn-
ing, beating one’s breast, and 
lying on a bed of ashes. All of 
this was meant to be a sign of 
humbling oneself and repent-
ing of sin.

But, said God in the days 
of Isaiah the prophet, all he 
saw was a hypocritical show. 
Instead of really repenting of 
their sin, the Israelites went 
right on oppressing their work-
ers, fighting among themselves, 
ignoring people who needed 
food and shelter and clothing.

What can a Christian do to en-
gage in true fasting without just 
going through the motions?

I know one family who keeps a 
coffee can on the counter and 
puts all its spare change into it 
for the poor. A wealthier fami-
ly might build a small house on 
their property to offer tempo-
rary shelter to a homeless per-
son. One of the central ideas 
of fasting is to reduce our own 
consumption so that we may 
have enough to share with 
people who are in need.

What can you do to show 
God’s love to someone in need 
today?

Lord, we are blessed. 
Help us to use less of our 
wealth on ourselves, and 
more on people who real-
ly need it. In Jesus’ name, 
we ask for the will to love 
others as you do. Amen.

“Is not this the kind of fasting I have chosen: to loose the chains 
of injustice and untie the cords of the yoke, to set the oppressed 
free and break every yoke?”  —Isaiah 58:6

Isaiah 58:1-10 MONDAY, AUGUST 19 

TRUE FASTING



After the Jews returned from 
exile in Babylon, they began to 
prosper. They started rebuild-
ing the temple which had been 
ruined by the Babylonians. But 
the people of other religions 
who lived in the land sent 
letters to Babylon and com-
plained that the Jews were pre-
paring to revolt. For that and 
other reasons, the rebuilding of 
the temple stopped. 

It seems that the Jews be-
gan with a will to rebuild the 
temple, but when opposition 
arose, they faltered and lost 
focus. They transferred their 
energy to building and beauti-
fying their own houses. It took 
the searing words of Haggai to 
call them back to the priority 
of rebuilding God’s temple.

In the world today, we must not 
be discouraged by the struggle 
it takes to build Christ’s church. 
The forces of the devil will 
try to overcome it, but Jesus 

will prevail (Matthew 16:18). 
Remember what Jesus said: 
“Seek first [God’s] kingdom 
and his righteousness, and all 
these things will be given to 
you as well” (Matthew 6:33).

It’s not that God necessarily 
wants you to live in a bleak 
apartment without beautiful 
paneling. But if that’s what it 
takes to build God’s kingdom, 
we must be willing to sacrifice. 
Our treasures are in heaven.

Lord, sometimes we grow 
weary of the spiritual war-
fare we are engaged in. 
Help us not to settle for 
secondary priorities when 
they tempt us. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

“Is it a time for you yourselves to be living in your paneled 
houses, while this house remains a ruin?” —Haggai 1:3-4

Haggai 1 TUESDAY, AUGUST 20 

BEAUTIFULLY PANELED HOUSES



When believers endure hard-
ship for Christ’s name, they can 
be a powerful force to reckon 
with. But it’s possible to lose the 
fervor of the love we had for 
the Lord at first. If that happens, 
the church becomes almost un-
noticeable in the world. Let’s 
not ignore criticism from peo-
ple who may say the church is 
just a social club. That may call 
for some soul-searching.

Today’s Bible passage describes 
part of a vision the apostle John 
received from Jesus, who told 
him to write these words to the 
church in Ephesus. That church 
had been started by Paul some 
50 years earlier. They had been 
persecuted and had not caved 
in, and they had matured 
enough to resist false teachings.

But over the years, the church 
at Ephesus had lost the initial 
fervor of its love for Jesus. That 
was the height from which 
they had fallen. They needed 

to return to the love they had 
had for the Lord at first. All 
other commands flow from 
“Love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, soul, mind, and 
strength.” And this leads to the 
next great command: “Love 
your neighbor as yourself.” 
(See Mark 12:28-34.)

If we find ourselves criticiz-
ing the poor (in general) for 
laziness, immorality, or addic-
tions—but doing nothing to 
help—that may be a sign that 
we are lacking compassion. 
Remember how Jesus saw the 
crowds and had compassion 
on them (Mark 6:34-44).

“You have forsaken the love you had at first. . . . Repent and do 
the things you did at first.” —Revelation 2:4-5

Revelation 2:1-7 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 21 

THE LOVE YOU HAD AT FIRST

Save us, O Lord, from los-
ing the love we had for 
you when we were struck 
by your amazing grace. 
Let your love so burn in 
our hearts that it warms all 
our relationships. Amen.



Bobby McFerrin’s mother 
taught him to love the Lord. 
When he grew up, he wrote 
the hit song “Don’t Worry, Be 
Happy.” The song’s opening 
lines say: “In every life we have 
some trouble. But when you 
worry, you make it double.”

Jesus said, “I tell you, do not 
worry about your life, what 
you will eat; or about your 
body, what you will wear.” 
Consider the ravens; consider 
the wild flowers. God feeds 
them; God clothes them. And 
you are much more valuable in 
his sight than birds and flowers. 
Trust God for your daily bread 
and bodily needs.

Because so many of us live 
lives of little faith, we are often 
filled with fear and insecurity. 
We toil and fret and hold tight 
what we manage to earn. We 
set our hearts on these things. 
We run after these things.

So many of us are often so 
preoccupied with “getting 
and spending [that] we lay 
waste our powers,” as the poet 
William Wordsworth put it. 
And in the process we act like 
unbelievers.

There is a freedom that comes 
with trusting God. We can sell 
some of our possessions with-
out fear of becoming poor, 
and we can give to people in 
need, becoming richer our-
selves, with treasure in heaven.

“Consider how the wild flowers grow. . . . Not even Solomon in 
all his splendor was dressed like one of these.” —Luke 12:27

Luke 12:22-34 THURSDAY, AUGUST 22

MORE SPLENDID THAN SOLOMON

Increase our faith, Lord, 
for we are prone to worry. 
Give us a quiet, trusting, 
and loving heart, that we 
may remember people in 
need. In Jesus’ name we 
pray. Amen.



Jeremiah’s words sound biased 
in favor of the leader class in 
his society. He was, after all, the 
son of a priest—not a farmer. 

But Jeremiah could see the 
faults of the leaders of his peo-
ple too. His hopes that “surely 
[the leaders] know the way of 
the Lord” were dashed.

God had set before him a chal-
lenge: “If you can find but one 
person who deals honestly and 
seeks the truth, I will forgive 
this city.”

This was an echo of God’s 
promise to Abraham—that 
if there were ten righteous 
people in Sodom, he would 
not destroy the city (Genesis 
18:32). Actually, Jeremiah re-
ceived a more generous prom-
ise: if he could find even one 
righteous person, God would 
forgive the city!

People in our day who are 
critical of the poor should look 
closely at the sins of the elite. 
Is there more acceptance of 
the Word of God? Is it only 
the poor who make unwise 
 choices in their behavior?

“With one accord [the leaders] 
too had broken off the yoke.” 
High class or low, salvation is 
always and only by the grace 
of God.

Thank you, O God, that 
you neither patronize the 
poor nor favor the rich. 
Thank you that your offer 
of salvation is the same 
for everyone everywhere, 
in Jesus. Amen.

I thought, “These are only the poor. . . . So I will go to the leaders 
and speak to them; surely they know the way of the Lord. . . .” 
But . . . they too had broken off the yoke. —Jeremiah 5:4-5

Jeremiah 5:1-5  FRIDAY, AUGUST 23

HIGH CLASS, LOW CLASS ALIKE



Again and again, the Bible 
calls us to share with people in 
need: in the Law of Moses, in 
the Prophets, in Jesus’ teaching, 
and here in the letters of Paul.

The command to work hard, 
“doing something useful with 
[our] own hands,” earning 
enough that something might 
be left over, goes hand in hand 
with being compassionate.

What’s more, Paul presents 
working and sharing as a way 
to climb out of a dishonest way 
of life. There’s something clean 
and good about doing some-
thing useful—and then giving 
the surplus away. It reverses 
the old way of life in which a 
person would steal from un-
suspecting, innocent passers-by, 
often by lurking in dark places 
and  waiting to prey on them.

Paul calls us back from the 
abyss of a corrupt life to the 

truth that our first ancestors 
had God-given work to do. 
How good to plant seeds, wa-
ter them, and see them send 
up shoots; how good to tend 
and prune and sweep, taking 
care of the garden of creation 
we were given (Genesis 2:15).

Paul shows us a way of life that 
is characterized by growth in 
Christ, in a loving community 
of believers who do something 
good and useful—not sitting 
around idly gossiping, sniping 
at each other, fueling conflict 
and bitterness. How wonder-
ful is the fellowship of loving, 
kind, compassionate people 
redeemed by Christ!

Lord, we long to grow into 
a loving community in 
Christ, useful and compas-
sionate to people in need. 
Guide us, we pray. Amen.

Anyone who has been stealing must steal no longer, but must 
work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they 
may have something to share with those in need.  
 —Ephesians 4:28

Ephesians 4:25-32 SATURDAY, AUGUST 24

WORKING AND SHARING



Today we are reminded of a 
seldom-noted aspect of Jesus’ 
ministry: several women 
helped to support Jesus and 
the twelve disciples out of their 
own means. In other words, 
with their own money they 
helped to take care of food, 
clothing, shelter, and other in-
cidental expenses.

Jesus had been a builder, and 
some of the twelve disciples 
had been fishermen. But they 
left their employment when 
they began their traveling min-
istry. Jesus once said, “Foxes 
have dens and birds have nests, 
but the Son of Man has no 
place to lay his head” (Matthew 
8:20). He didn’t own furniture 
or a cozy little bungalow. He 
and the twelve disciples de-
pended on the generosity of 
people like Mary Magdalene, 
Joanna, and Susanna.

This was not an entirely new 
pattern of ministry. Many years 

earlier, a widow in Zarephath 
provided the prophet Elijah 
with an upper room in her 
house and food to eat each 
day (1 Kings 17)—and the 
Lord supplied all her needs. 
Similarly, a well-to-do woman 
in Shunem and her husband 
made a room for Elisha on the 
roof of their home, and they 
put a bed, table, and chair in it 
so he had a place to stay when 
he was in the area (2 Kings 4). 

All the good things we have 
are gifts from God (James 
1:17). What can you share to 
help in the service of God’s 
kingdom?

Lord Jesus, we want to 
follow you. Guide us to 
know what our calling is, 
and how to serve you in 
it. In your name we pray. 
Amen.

These women were helping to support [Jesus and the disciples] 
out of their own means. —Luke 8:3

Luke 8:1-3 SUNDAY, AUGUST 25

SUPPORTING JESUS’ MINISTRY



Have you ever been so 
wrapped up in your work that 
even when you’re at home, 
you’re not really “all there”? 
Have you ever been so con-
sumed by worry that you 
hardly notice the rich blessings 
around you?

Have you been driven to reach 
that next pay grade, get that 
new car with all the bells and 
whistles, or scoop up that new 
smartphone that no one else 
has yet? Or how about that 
slick new boat, that lakeside 
property, or even that amaz-
ing new power tool? If some-
thing like that is driving you, it’s 
time to step back, take a deep 
breath, and ask God if you are 
doing the right thing.

The pleasures and distractions 
Jesus is talking about in this 
parable don’t have to be sinful 
to choke our maturity in the 
Christian life.

Be honest with yourself and the 
Lord. It’s not wrong to enjoy 
great blessings, to set goals for 
building a business, or to have 
a bucket list, but it would be 
a huge mistake to let anything 
but the Lord be your motivator.

If we are distracted or driven 
by life’s troubles and worries, 
or by trends, gadgets, or gains 
and the pleasures they seem to 
offer, we won’t grow mature in 
the truly good life God intends 
for us. Instead, we will let those 
things take over in our lives, 
choking out the rich and full life 
God wants us to enjoy forever.

Your parables, Lord Jesus, 
often give us a wake-up 
call. Guide our thoughts 
and actions each day, that 
we may live the best life 
possible, centered on your 
Word for living. Amen.

“The seed that fell among thorns stands for those who hear, but 
as they go on their way they are choked by life’s worries, riches 
and pleasures, and they do not mature.” —Luke 8:14

Luke 8:4-15 MONDAY, AUGUST 26

LIFE’S WORRIES, RICHES, AND PLEASURES



Jesus had a special place in his 
heart for widows and orphans. 
That’s not just because the Law 
of Moses commanded that 
they be protected, but because 
he himself is the God who loves 
them and commanded Israel 
to love them. Deuteronomy 
10:17-19 says, “The Lord 
your God ... shows no partial-
ity. . . . He defends the cause of 
the fatherless and the widow, 
and loves the foreigner residing 
among you, giving them food 
and clothing. And you are to 
love those who are foreign-
ers, for you yourselves were 
 foreigners in Egypt.”

Israel was prone to forget that 
at one time they had been at 
the mercy of slave drivers, with 
no rights guaranteed by law. 
Even today it is possible to for-
get what it was like for our an-
cestors to be immigrants with 
a shaky knowledge of English. 
It was a godsend if there was 

someone who could sponsor 
them and help them get start-
ed in a new land.

Sociologist Matt Ridley says 
that we have made enormous 
strides through the centuries 
in broadening the base of 
prosperity. Yet Jesus said, “The 
poor you will always have 
with you” (Matthew 26:11; 
see Deuteronomy 15:11). He 
said this not to encourage a de-
featist, passive, pass-the-buck 
attitude. But, in spite of con-
certed efforts by communities 
and governments, the poor are 
 always among us. And indi-
vidual love and generosity will 
never be out of place.

A poor widow came and put in two very small copper coins, 
worth only a few cents. —Mark 12:42

Mark 12:41-44 TUESDAY, AUGUST 27

TWO SMALL COPPER COINS

O God, thank you for your 
many blessings. Help us to 
be a blessing to people 
who are in need. In Jesus’ 
name we pray. Amen.



When crowds of people fol-
lowed Jesus around, he spoke 
to them about the kingdom 
of God and healed many who 
were sick. One day, when they 
were all in a remote place and 
hungry, he even fed a crowd 
of many thousands—all with 
a boy’s lunch of five barley 
loaves and two small fish.

Yet Jesus was not content with 
setting up a free lunch pro-
gram. When the crowds sought 
him out and found him again, 
he said, “Truly I tell you, you 
are looking for me, not be-
cause you saw the signs I per-
formed but because you ate 
the loaves and had your fill.” 
He knew they were looking 
for more food. They were at-
tracted, of course, by his heal-
ing and teaching, but—wow!—
he could even multiply food. 
Think how useful that could 
be! They wouldn’t have to buy 
groceries anymore. And just 

think how far an army could 
go with him as their king!

But Jesus warned, “Do not 
work for food that spoils, but 
for food that endures to eter-
nal life, which the Son of Man 
will give you.” And by this he 
meant, “As you work for your 
groceries, even more eagerly 
seek the bread of heaven.”

The people were confused 
because they didn’t listen to 
Jesus’ teaching. But the bread 
of life that they really needed 
was the gift of Jesus’ life, which 
would give renewed, real, and 
everlasting “life to the world.”

“The bread of God is the bread that comes down from heaven 
and gives life to the world.” —John 6:35

John 6:5-15, 25-35 WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 28

BREAD OF GOD, BREAD OF LIFE

O God, we need real 
life. Give us each day our 
daily bread—and help us 
always to remember that 
what we really need is 
you. Fill us with faith and 
trust in you, we pray. In 
Jesus, Amen.



As our verse for today shows, 
some people twisted the teach-
ing about freedom in Christ to 
mean that Christians were free 
to do anything they pleased. 
Similarly, some others had 
reasoned that they should go 
on sinning so that the grace 
of God’s forgiveness could in-
crease (Romans 6:1).

No, says Paul. We have died to 
sin, and our freedom in Christ 
does not mean that everything 
we can do is good for our-
selves or for others. We must 
still be wary of committing sin, 
which offends God and others.

On the matter of building up 
wealth, Paul would say, it was 
permissible, but his lifestyle 
showed that he did not use 
that right. As Paul describes 
his situation in 2  Corinthians 
6:10, he was “poor, yet mak-
ing many rich; having nothing, 
and yet possessing everything.”

C.S. Lewis points out in his 
book The Abolition of Man that 
many people in history have 
seen the value of forgoing 
some things that might well 
be permissible. For example, 
Lao Tsu, a sixth-century-B.C. 
Chinese philosopher, said, “To 
have little is to possess. To have 
plenty is to be perplexed.”

We might not take a vow of 
poverty like some monks, using 
a piece of rope for a belt or liv-
ing in hollow trees for minimal 
shelter. But we must be careful 
that affluence does not master 
us so that we are free to spread 
the love of God in Christ, the 
riches of eternal life in him.

Lord, open our eyes, that 
we may be aware of what 
shackles us. May you 
alone be our Master—and 
as we serve you, may we 
help many grow rich in 
the love of Jesus. Amen.

“I have the right to do anything”—but I will not be mastered by 
anything.  —1 Corinthians 6:12
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I HAVE THE RIGHT TO DO ANYTHING, BUT . . .



The book of Proverbs presents 
two women of different char-
acter. One is Wisdom personi-
fied. “She is more precious than 
rubies; nothing you desire can 
compare with her” (Proverbs 
3:15). She calls people to shun 
evil and turn to God. 

The other woman, Folly, is loud 
and defiant. She calls out from 
her door with temptations to 
immoral living:  “Stolen water 
is sweet; food eaten in secret 
is delicious!” (9:17). Describing 
her as an adulterous woman, 
Proverbs says, “Many are the 
victims she has brought down. 
.  .  . Do not let your heart turn 
to her ways. . . . Her house is a 
highway to the grave” (7:25-27).

Proverbs is populated by 
thieves, sluggards, quarrelers, 
mockers, and gossips, as well 
as people who are wise, care-
ful, just, kind, and generous. 
And we are all humbled by the 
words “Who can say, ‘I have 

kept my heart pure; I am clean 
and without sin’?” (20:9). 

The wisdom of the Bible calls 
us back to God, to repentance 
from sin, to right living. We 
grow to recognize that putting 
God first in our lives is the only 
way to truly live. That is why 
Proverbs 9:10 says, “The fear 
of the Lord is the beginning of 
wisdom.”

Our search for wisdom leads 
us to Jesus Christ, “who has 
become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteous-
ness, holiness and redemption” 
(1 Corinthians 1:30).

Lord, you are our heart’s 
desire, our treasure more 
precious than rubies. 
Thank you that we have 
the riches of full life in 
Christ. Amen.

Blessed are those who find wisdom. .  .  . She is more precious 
than rubies. —Proverbs 3:13-15
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WISDOM: MORE PRECIOUS THAN RUBIES



Marriage is a metaphor often 
used in the Bible to describe 
God’s love for his people. 
Certainly “treasures in heaven” 
has rich meaning, and the Lord 
often uses that phrase to ex-
press the infinite value of sal-
vation and eternal life. But in 
Isaiah 62 and other passages, 
we also find word pictures 
describing the Lord as a bride-
groom rejoicing over his peo-
ple as his bride. It is a deeply 
personal metaphor.

Isaiah prophesied about the 
destruction of Jerusalem, the 
people’s exile to another land, 
and, later, their restoration. The 
promise of salvation is pictured 
this way: “No longer will they 
call you Deserted, or name your 
land Desolate. But you will be 
called Hephzibah [‘My Delight 
is in her’], and your land Beulah 
[‘Married’].” And “as a bride-
groom rejoices over his bride, so 
will your God rejoice over you.”

Revelation 21:2-3 describes 
the “new Jerusalem, coming 
down out of heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride beautifully 
dressed for her husband.” And 
a loud voice says, “Look! God’s 
dwelling place is now among 
the people. .  .  . They will be 
his people, and God himself 
will be with them and be their 
God.” 

We eagerly await that day. The 
new Jerusalem will shine “with 
the glory of God, and its bril-
liance [will be] like that of a very 
precious  jewel” (Revelation 
21:11). And “the Spirit and the 
bride say, ‘Come!’” (22:17).

As a bridegroom rejoices over his bride, so will your God rejoice 
over you.  —Isaiah 62:5
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THE BRIDEGROOM AND THE BRIDE

Our hearts overflow with 
joy at the promise of our 
eternal inheritance, that 
you, Lord, will live with 
us forever. We give you 
thanks. In Jesus, Amen.
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