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Friends:

On family vacations, as I pulled out 
my video camera, I’d often prompt 
my kids with the question “Where are 
you?” I wanted them to describe on-
camera where they were, what they 
were doing, and what was happening 
that made this an important moment. 
I hoped to preserve on video and 
for posterity their own narrations of 
excitement, trepidation, or even tedium as we visited seashores, 
mountaintops, or yet another graduation ceremony or other 
family event.

God asked that same question in Eden after Adam and Eve ate 
the forbidden fruit, and God wasn’t confused. “Where are you?” 
is an invitation to reflect on where we are in the midst of God’s 
creation and what we are doing with God’s gifts. 

As we journey into Lent this March, Professor Arie Leder 
begins to explore our need for a Savior by reflecting on that 
very question from the early chapters of Genesis. Where are we, 
and what are we doing?

Then, in April, Pastor Laurie Zuverink invites us to take a step 
further and reflect on this question: In light of Easter, how are we 
living into the reality of being resurrection people?

May you be refreshed, refocused, and renewed in God’s Word!

—Steven Koster
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Where Are You?

Arie C. Leder

This month we’ll reflect on the question God asked the first human 
beings in the garden after they disobeyed and fell into sin: “Where 
are you?” (Genesis 3:9). Since we are now in the period of Lent, 
leading up to Easter, we will consider this question in light of God’s 
amazing love shown to us in the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus Christ.

At this time of year many Christians practice fasting—from food, 
behaviors, or attitudes—so we will also think about self-denial in the 
desert. The wilderness is where Israel spent forty years and where 
Jesus was tested for forty days. In addition, we will meditate on the 
seven deadly sins and the virtues that strengthen us against them. 
Finally, we will examine Jesus’ determination to go to Jerusalem and 
be crucified, as described in the gospel of Luke.

May this journey from the desert to the cross—and your reflections 
about God’s question “Where are you?”—bless you this month.

Arie C. Leder is the Johanna K. and Martin J. Wyngaarden Senior 
Professor of Old Testament Studies, emeritus, of Calvin Theological 
Seminary, Grand Rapids, Michigan. He retired in 2016 after nearly 
thirty years of teaching at Calvin Seminary.

march



The first question God asks 
in the Bible may seem a bit 
strange. We might think God 
would ask, “What have you 
done?” since Adam had dis-
obeyed God’s instruction not 
to eat from the tree in the 
middle of the garden. But the 
question God asks is “Where 
are you?”—and, of course, God 
knows exactly where Adam 
and Eve are.

God’s question makes clear to 
us that we cannot hide from 
him (Psalm 139:7-12), that we 
belong in his presence, that he 
made us to walk with him. But 
the guilt of our sin pushes us 
to try to hide. We try to cover 
up or run away, not wanting to 
face up to what we’ve done.

The time of Lent, the forty 
days before Easter, gives us an 
excellent opportunity to focus 
on the “where” of God’s ques-
tion: our walk with God. The 
Bible uses the word “way” for 

the first time in Genesis 3:24, 
saying that the “way” back to 
the garden was blocked by an 
angel with a sword. But God 
loved the world so much that 
he provided the way back 
to him, and to full life again, 
through Jesus Christ, who said: 
“I am the way and the truth 
and the life.”

Walking with the Lord means 
constantly answering the 
question “Where are you?” 
and emerging from our hid-
ing  places—that we may see 
ourselves in the light of God’s 
grace. It’s a good question to 
ask at the beginning of each 
day this month.

The Lord God called to the man, “Where are you?”  
 —Genesis 3:9

Genesis 3:1-9; John 14:1-7 THURSDAY, MARCH 1

WHERE ARE YOU?

Have your own way with 
me, Lord, and keep my 
feet on the path that leads 
to eternal life. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.



Neighbors can get in the way 
of our love for God, but not be-
cause of what they do. It wasn’t 
Abel’s fault that God preferred 
his sacrifice, and it wasn’t the 
prodigal son’s fault that his fa-
ther wanted to throw a lavish 
party when he returned. The 
older brothers refused to love 
their neighbors—that is, their 
younger brothers—because 
they disagreed with God’s love 
for them. 

To walk with God, we need 
neighbors—whether they are 
family members or other be-
lievers in Christ—even if the 
only way to connect with 
them is by phone or Internet. 
Some neighbors may also be 
unknown to us, like a good 
Samaritan who helps a man 
 attacked by robbers.

There are also some neighbors 
who can be a constant thorn 
in your side: maybe there’s a 
fellow believer who cannot be 

quiet about how good he is 
to the poor; or maybe there’s 
a friend who keeps reminding 
you of your sin against him, 
even though he accepted your 
apology.

Walking with God can be dif-
ficult because we sometimes 
don’t like his goodness to 
 others, or we don’t like our 
neighbor’s behavior.

The good news is that we don’t 
have to like our neighbors. All 
we have to do is love them, 
as God loved us for no good 
reason. Give your neighbor a 
good reason to love you. 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart. . . .’ . . . And . . . 
‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” —Matthew 22:37-39

Genesis 4:1-7; Luke 15:21-32 FRIDAY, MARCH 2

NEIGHBORS ON THE WAY

I confess, Lord, that it’s dif-
ficult to love some of my 
neighbors—and it must 
be difficult for some of 
my neighbors to love me. 
Pour out your love on us, 
in Jesus’ name. Amen.



Israel had spent forty years of 
fasting on manna and water in 
the desert, but Moses still had 
to teach them what that long 
fast was all about. In their wan-
derings they needed to know 
that every moment of their 
lives depended on God and 
his Word for them.

Israel had plenty to eat when 
they left Egypt, for they had 
taken their flocks and herds 
with them (Exodus 12:38). But 
the food that really kept them 
alive was the daily manna God 
spoke into existence, and the 
drink that really quenched 
their thirst was the water that 
God sweetened and the water 
that flowed from rocks split by 
his mighty Word (see Exodus 
15:22-17:7).

When Israel left behind the 
food of Egypt and limited 
themselves to their own herds, 
that was not fasting. In the des-
ert God’s people received a 

new menu: “every word that 
comes from the mouth of the 
Lord.” In a nutshell it comes 
down to this: Love God with 
everything you have, and love 
your neighbor as yourself.

Fasting enables Christ’s dis-
ciples to eat from the new 
menu, the Word of God. Real 
fasting imitates the example of 
Christ, who did not give in to 
temptations to make his own 
food during his forty-day fast, 
who lived only by every word 
that comes from the mouth of 
God, and who repeatedly said: 
“It is written.”

Are you following Christ’s ex-
ample today?

Man does not live on bread alone but on every word that comes 
from the mouth of the Lord. —Deuteronomy 8:3

Deuteronomy 8:1-3; Matthew 4:1-4 SATURDAY, MARCH 3

THE FOOD OF FASTING

We thank you, Lord, for 
our daily bread. Help us 
to live by every word that 
comes from the mouth of 
God. Amen.



Fasting is a healthy spiritual 
exercise. It can make us aware 
of the life-changing power of 
walking with God.

After a period of fasting, we 
may well see that there are 
behaviors and attitudes we can 
do without, and new practices 
that can help bring light to our 
path. As a sign of devotion to 
the Lord, we may want to give 
up old habits and develop a 
new spiritual discipline, real-
izing it will also take some 
hard work. For example, it’s 
not easy to give up an unruly 
tongue, a wandering eye, or 
unchecked eating or drinking. 
Nor is it easy to become more 
thoughtful in prayer and reflec-
tion with God, to intentionally 
take time for a neighbor, or to 
concentrate more on honoring 
God in our worship.

Few of us leave everything be-
hind immediately, as Abram 

and the disciples of Jesus did. 
Most of us make step-by-step 
changes. The Bible also shows 
that Abraham and the disciples 
struggled along on their way 
with God. They didn’t make 
progress on their own; they did 
it with God and in his strength.

Whether we are fasting or not 
during this season of Lent does 
not matter in itself. But wher-
ever we are on our way with 
the Lord, we have opportuni-
ties to listen to his voice, to 
examine the burdens that con-
strain us, and to let something 
go so that we can serve God 
more freely and faithfully.

“Go . . . to the land I will show you. . . .” So Abram went. 
 —Genesis 12:1, 4 
“Come, follow me.” . . . At once they left. —Matthew 4:19-20

Genesis 12:1-4; Matthew 4:18-22 SUNDAY, MARCH 4

I SURRENDER ALL

Lord, give us the wisdom 
to recognize the burdens 
that slow our walk with 
you, and the strength to 
give them up and grow 
closer to you. Amen.



Anyone who has tried to give 
up a bad habit knows how 
hard it can be to resist its en-
ticements. Just a few days after 
“quitting,” you’re ready to take 
up the old habit again. The 
feeble attempt of trying to quit 
was little more than a misera-
ble exercise doomed to failure.

There is nothing more diffi-
cult than denying our “self.” 
As James puts it, “Each per-
son is tempted when they are 
dragged away by their own 
evil desire and enticed.” This is 
because our sinful nature still 
clings to our “self” and we are 
powerless to fight it in our own 
strength. We need God’s help 
always.

Things and habits we struggle 
to deny reveal desires that 
harm the body and stifle the 
soul. Wherever we are, such 
desires inevitably surface to foil 
our best attempts at maturing 
in the faith.

Testing, writes James, develops 
perseverance, a dedication to 
grow and mature in Christian 
patience and wisdom. And 
perseverance includes the dis-
appointments of our miserable 
failures. And when our disap-
pointments reveal a hidden 
temptation, we can be thank-
ful to God, who “gives [wis-
dom] generously to all without 
finding fault.” God is our help 
and strength—always.

There is great joy in God’s gift 
of wisdom to discern an un-
healthy desire and to work at 
disciplining yourself, to con-
form to the mind of Christ.

Have you asked God for wis-
dom to withstand temptations?

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds. . . . —James 1:2

James 1:1-8, 12-15 MONDAY, MARCH 5

TESTED

Under the shadow of 
your wings, Lord, give me 
the wisdom and strength 
to persevere in my walk 
with you. Amen.



Have you ever wished to “get 
away from it all”—to escape 
daily pressures and difficult 
peo ple and relationships, to 
move far away and try to get 
your life back together again? 
Be careful what you wish for.

The monk Alessandro Pron-
zato counsels, “If you .  .  . go 
to the desert to be rid of all 
the dreadful people and all 
the  awful problems in your 
life, you will be wasting your 
time. You should go to the 
desert for a total confrontation 
with yourself.” It appears that 
“ others” are not the problem.

Safe from Pharaoh’s orders in 
the desert, the people of Israel 
discover their own rebellious 
voice. They’d rather die in 
Egypt, eating the meat of slav-
ery, than live in the desert by 
the Word of the Lord. Satan 
is more than ready to fill their 
minds with ideas that conflict 
with God’s will. It will take 

more than forty years in the 
wilderness for them to silence 
their own voice in favor of 
 listening to God’s commands. 

Voicing the desires that are put 
into our minds by the devil is as 
natural as not liking our neigh-
bor. Substituting God’s Word 
for our own voice is the pain-
ful goal of our way with God. 

Jesus showed us how it is 
done. When tempted by the 
ancient oppressor, he quoted 
the Word of God each time, 
saying, “It is written” (Matthew 
4:1-11). Jesus silenced his own 
voice so that his Father’s Word 
might be heard.

“If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt!”  
 —Exodus 16:3

Heavenly Father, help 
me to know your Word, 
that I may speak it when-
ever I am tempted by 
the  ancient oppressor. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.

Exodus 16:1-3; Revelation 12:13-14 TUESDAY, MARCH 6

WISHING FOR A DESERT?



Many Christian parents have 
taught their children the song 
“Oh, be careful little eyes what 
you see.” That’s because little 
eyes don’t just see another 
child’s toy; they can lead one 
to envy what another has. To 
remind adults about this, Jesus 
uses the example of a man 
looking at a woman lustfully.

The Christian tradition has 
often thought about how we 
 offend God in the ways we 
use our eyes, hands, feet, and 
other body parts. The seven 
deadly sins, for example, are 
listed as envy, gluttony, greed, 
lust, pride, sloth, and anger. 
All of these—and more—play 
a part in our disobedience to 
God.

The Christian tradition has also 
thought about what we can 
do with our bodies to please 
God. The seven virtues, in 
contrast to the deadly sins, are 
listed as kindness, temperance, 

charity, chastity, humility, dili-
gence, and patience. And all of 
these—along with other good 
things—play an important role 
in our walk with God.

Anyone who thinks they can 
practice such virtues in place 
of their sins will find that they 
can’t do it on their own. But 
because Jesus paid the price 
of all our sin, the Spirit of God 
comes into our lives to work in 
us, making us new. The Spirit 
gives us the strength to resist 
sin and to serve God faithfully.

Do you believe this? Ask God’s 
Spirit to help you today!

I want to live faithfully for 
you, Lord, but I need the 
power of your Spirit to 
focus my eyes, direct my 
feet, and place my hands 
where you would have 
them be. Help me, Lord. 
In Jesus, Amen.

Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God.
 —Romans 12:1

Proverbs 6:16-19; Matthew 5:27-30 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 7

OVERCOMING OUR SIN



King Ahab wanted his neigh-
bor’s land in order to cultivate 
vegetables, but Naboth the 
owner refused the offer. He 
would not trade or sell his in-
heritance, the garden God had 
assigned to his ancestors in 
the promised land. King Ahab 
moped, refused food, and re-
treated to bed.

Envy is a sin of the eyes: anoth-
er’s house, spouse, or  salary can 
become an obsession. Some 
people have killed in  order 
to get the things they wanted. 
Ahab’s envy sowed a seed that 
grew into Jezebel’s twisted 
plan, and he went along with 
it. Envy aims to destroy, and it 
harms everyone involved.

Seneca, an ancient Roman 
philosopher said, “No one can 
have all he wants, but a man 
can refrain from wanting what 
he has not, and cheerfully 
make the best of a bird in the 
hand.”

In Jesus’ parable of the prodi-
gal son, the envious eye of the 
older brother could not bear to 
look on the joy of his father at 
welcoming back a wandering 
son who had returned (Luke 
15:28-32). Envy gets in the 
way of the joy our heaven-
ly Father provides and wants 
every one to enjoy.

Jesus’ recommendation to 
pluck out the envious eye may 
seem severe, but it is not worse 
than the sickness. It should be 
the goal of every believer, as 
we walk with the Lord, that we 
lose our own vision so that we 
might see through the eyes of 
God’s grace.

Is that your goal?

He lay on his bed sulking and refused to eat.  
 —1 Kings 21:4

1 Kings 21:1-16; Matthew 5:29 THURSDAY, MARCH 8

OBSESSED WITH ENVY

Open my eyes, Lord, that 
I may learn to see with joy 
the gifts you bestow on 
my neighbor. Amen.



In Jesus’ parable, the good 
Samaritan showed kindness by 
placing the needs of another 
person ahead of his own. It 
may be better to say he “did 
a kindness” because kindness 
is more than an attitude or a 
feeling. The Samaritan used his 
hands to soothe wounds, lift 
the beaten man’s body onto his 
donkey, and pay out hard cash 
for recuperation at the inn. 

Keeping a promise to be kind 
can be costly, and failing to 
keep such a promise can be 
hurtful. A fellow prisoner for-
got Joseph’s request to be kind 
to him. We aren’t told why 
he forgot, but the cupbearer’s 
 failure to do a kindness left 
Joseph in prison for two more 
years.

A Hebrew proverb—“kindness 
is the beginning and the end 
of the law”—echoes Psalm 
119:149: “Hear my voice in 
accordance with your love; 

preserve my life, Lord, accord-
ing to your laws.” In some ver-
sions of the Bible, the word 
“love” here is translated as 
“lovingkindness.” That’s beauti-
ful. Because the Lord is kind, 
his law gives shape to the way 
of kindness. Did you notice 
that the Samaritan’s kindness 
was an example of loving God 
first and loving his neighbor as 
himself? That is the heart of 
God’s law.

Doing kindness also plucks out 
the envious eye, for it sees the 
neighbor with the eyes of our 
Lord, who is slow to anger and 
full of kindness and love.

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abound-
ing in love. —Psalm 103:8

Genesis 40:12-14, 23; Luke 10:25-37 FRIDAY, MARCH 9

DOING KINDNESS

You have been kind to 
me, Lord; help me to act 
in kindness to others. Give 
me your eyes to see, that 
my sight may become 
whole. In Jesus, Amen.



Jesus teaches us to ask God 
for our daily food—not more, 
not less. In our culture today, 
though, we are often tempt-
ed to think more about food 
“whenever I want it” than the 
food we need to live one day 
at a time in our service for God.

Gluttony is the sin of inordi-
nate desire, the insatiable de-
sire to please our appetites. 
Banquets in ancient Rome put 
gluttony on display: after con-
suming all kinds of delicacies, 
guests would induce vomiting 
so they could eat more. But 
the rhythm of gorging and 
purging is unhealthy. A French 
proverb says, “A glutton digs 
his own grave with his teeth.” 

The inordinate desire for food 
and drink, writes the novelist 
Peter De Vries, “is an emotion-
al escape, a sign that something 
is eating us.” The ordinary de-
sire for daily food is fed by a 
trust in God’s provisions, not 

by dependence on our own 
remedies. That’s easier said 
than done, but it’s the point of 
fasting. 

There is a good reason for fast-
ing: our problems began with 
the desire for forbidden fruit in 
Eden, fruit that was both pleas-
ing as food and represented 
power and knowledge. With 
our teeth we’ve been digging 
our own graves.

Stewardship of our daily bread 
is an intimate expression of our 
resurrection life with the Lord 
Jesus. Enjoy God’s daily gift of 
food, but don’t let it eat you. 

“Give us today our daily bread.”   
 —Matthew 6:11

Ecclesiastes 6:7-9; Matthew 6:25-27 SATURDAY, MARCH 10

WHAT’S EATING YOU?

“For health and strength 
and daily food, we praise 
your name, O Lord.” Help 
us to appreciate your 
daily provisions and not 
continually want more. In 
Jesus’ name, Amen.



Who doesn’t feel something for 
Lamech’s unrestrained desire 
for justice? In the heat of the 
moment, the desire to avenge 
a wrong seems right. But expe-
rience argues that it will usually 
be wiser to “Cool it!” and give 
yourself time to reflect on how 
you should react.

Self-control, or temperance, 
bridles our desires and chan-
nels them for our own good 
and the good of our neighbor. 
The spirit of self-control is a 
gift of God that brings health 
to mind and body and rest to 
the soul. Self-control saves us 
from being enslaved to our im-
pulsive emotions. 

Self-control is not for cow-
ards, Paul tells Timothy, for it 
takes superhuman strength to 
deny ourselves. Such strength 
is available by surrendering to 
the Spirit of power and to the 
love God bestows on his disci-
ples through Jesus Christ. God’s 

power and love begin a life-
long fast to our self- centered, 
out-of-control desires, to tem-
per our souls with the fire of 
the Holy Spirit.

For all his bravado, Lamech 
was a weakling because he 
yielded to his passion for vio-
lence: he would avenge him-
self 77 times, he said, for a 
neighbor’s wrong. Jesus calls us, 
however, to forgive a person 
again and again, so often that 
we couldn’t really keep track 
(see Matthew 18:21-22). And 
surrendering to his gift of self-
control will give us his strength 
to do that.

The Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us 
power, love and self-discipline. —2 Timothy 1:7

Genesis 4:23-24; 2 Timothy 1:5-7 SUNDAY, MARCH 11

HASTE MAKES WASTE

Lord, thank you for the 
strength to surrender my 
wants to your will. But I 
know I don’t always show 
self-control. Help me to 
be strong, in your name. 
Amen.



In Jesus’ parable, a man re-
ceives far more than he needs 
for his health and well-being. 
But instead of sharing his abun-
dance with people who don’t 
have enough, he hoards the 
surplus and plans to take life 
easy for himself. He thinks only 
of himself and his own desires.

Greed always wants to gather 
more than is needed—and it 
refuses to share.

The greedy one’s eyes are big-
ger than its stomach. Greed, 
says a Chinese proverb, is like a 
snake that wants to swallow an 
elephant. Greed’s motto is con-
cise: “Never enough!” Bigger 
barns and garages and walk-in 
closets are just the beginning. 

Death will stop greed in its 
path and expose its folly: more 
is not better. After all, you can’t 
take it with you. Everything we 
have acquired on earth is use-
less to us after we’re gone. It 

is better, says Jesus, to store up 
treasures that last, that death 
cannot swallow, that show wis-
dom toward God.

Greed is a problem of the 
“self,” of what “I” need for the 
good life. Dying to our “selves” 
through Jesus is the beginning 
of wisdom that knows the 
meaning of “enough.” Self-
denial in Christ’s name leads 
to the truly good life. Daily 
surrender to the Lord and his 
Spirit builds up riches that last. 
These are riches that lead us 
to love God above all and our 
neighbors as ourselves.

Godliness with contentment is great gain.  
 —1 Timothy 6:6

Proverbs 30:7-9; Luke 12:13-21 MONDAY, MARCH 12

HOW MUCH IS ENOUGH?

Dear Lord, “give me nei-
ther poverty nor riches.” 
Help me not to be greedy 
but to rely on you for 
what I need, and to share 
willingly. In Jesus, Amen.



The use of the word “compel” 
in connection with loving God 
and our neighbor may sound 
strange. How can you com-
pel real love and kindness? 
Shouldn’t it flow naturally?

The Bible often shows that 
 hatred flows naturally from the 
human heart, and hatred can 
be as relentless and destructive 
as a powerful river that flows 
wherever it wants. The same 
is true of greed and other self-
ish desires. Only an outside 
force—a system of levees or 
dams—can compel a swollen 
river to change course to pre-
vent flooding and destruction. 
But if a levee or a dam breaks, 
watch out!

Only a supernatural outside 
force can derail our natural pas-
sions. That’s why Paul points to 
the compelling, unconditional 
love of God in Christ.

God’s love doesn’t just redi-
rect our natural passions and 
impulses, it transforms their 
source: the heart. Just as the 
widow’s empty jar flowed with 
enough oil to meet all her 
needs, so Christ’s love fills the 
hearts and lives of those who 
love and serve him. 

When the love of God fills our 
hearts, it compels us to love as 
we are loved. And because it 
leaves no room for hatred or 
greed, the love of Christ frees 
us from our selfish desires. 

Have you experienced Christ’s 
love? If so, is that love flowing 
from you to those around you?

Christ’s love compels us. . . . He died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but for him who died for 
them and was raised again.  —2 Corinthians 5:14-15

2 Kings 4:1-7; 1 Corinthians 13:4-7, 13 TUESDAY, MARCH 13

COMPELLED TO LOVE

Most loving God, author 
of all love, may we love 
as you love us. May your 
love flow through us to 
a world that desperately 
needs your love. Amen.



Not only beauty but also lust 
is in the eye of the beholder. 
Wanting to take intimacy from 
another person can begin with 
a glance, move on to a conver-
sation, and be followed with a 
touch. But soon a person can 
lose control of their senses, 
and the result is disaster and 
unhappiness.

Fulfilling sexual desire any way 
we see fit is destructive for 
every one. If your eye wanders, 
it would be better, says Jesus, 
to go through life without that 
offensive eye than to lose your 
entire life in destruction. This 
seemingly harsh advice under-
scores the power of human 
sexuality, a God-given gift. It 
gives life but can also destroy it.

Life is God’s gift, and human 
sexuality is the means to bring 
forth fruit that God desires: 
intimate marriages and descen-
dants who “call on the name of 
the Lord” (Genesis 4:26).

But gratifying sexual desire 
lust fully gets in the way of 
the coming kingdom of God 
because it does not seek the 
righteousness of God. It seeks 
only to use others in the satis-
faction of selfishness, which is 
soon gone like a mist, leaving 
us longing for more.

In light of all who have strug-
gled to keep the faith, the au-
thor of Hebrews exhorts us 
who are Christ’s disciples and 
who have not yet finished 
the race to keep our eyes on 
Jesus, following the course he 
marked out for us (Hebrews 
12:1-2).

Dear Lord, direct my eyes 
to look at you, and keep 
my eyes from lust, that I 
may love my neighbor as 
you love me. For Jesus’ 
sake, Amen.

Do not lust in your heart after her beauty. . . .   
 —Proverbs 6:25

Proverbs 6:20-32; Matthew 5:27-28 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14

EYE OF THE BEHOLDER



When we sin, we might try to 
cover it up, but God knows all 
about it, so there’s no use trying 
to hide. Cover-up makes for an 
unhealthy life. Confession is 
good for the soul.

Anyone who admits to the 
addictive power of sin also 
hungers for the cleansing of 
forgiveness, for the innocence 
that was, for wholeness of 
body and soul. And for that we 
must return home, come back 
into God’s cleansing presence 
by the grace of Jesus Christ. He 
was tempted like us, but did 
not sin. Chastity, like charity, 
begins at home.

In God’s presence we learn 
that our bodies are temples of 
the purifying Holy Spirit, who 
brings the groans of our press-
ing uncleanness before God’s 
throne. And God says, “You 
are clean, for Jesus’ sake.” 

Centered in God’s forgiving 
love, we continue to walk with 
him. We’re not innocent of our 
passions and desires, but we 
are purified by grace and dazed 
by amazing forgiveness. We’ve 
been cleansed by the work of 
Jesus, who paid with his life to 
save us, body and soul.

But work remains, for Lady 
Folly never stops inviting us to 
enjoy stolen sweets. She hopes 
we’ll forget that her doors lead 
to death (Proverbs 9:13-18). 
She’s persistent, but no match 
for God’s cleansing Spirit. 
Because we are the temple of 
the Holy Spirit, we can turn 
away from temptation and con-
tinue to be cleansed from every 
defilement of body and soul. 

Let us purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body 
and spirit. —2 Corinthians 7:1

Psalm 51; 1 Corinthians 6:12-20 THURSDAY, MARCH 15

KEEPING IT CLEAN

Create in me, O God, 
a clean heart, and may 
my spirit and body be at 
home with you. Amen.



Pride takes many forms—often, 
sadly, among people who try 
to serve God, and even if they 
begin humbly. The road of fast-
ing, for example, is paved with 
good intentions and littered 
with broken vows. With a 
sigh, some promise themselves 
to try to do better next time. 
Others, if they have kept their 
vows, can easily be tempted to 
feel proud of their success.

Fasting and prayer are resourc-
es that help us focus on our 
need for God’s love and mer-
cy; they are not instruments 
for self-enhancement. Pride in 
self-denial is self-defeating. In 
false humility we can become 
puffed up with pride and 
even boastful. The Pharisee 
in Jesus’ parable boasted that 
he was not like “robbers, evil-
doers, adulterers—or even like 
[the] tax collector” nearby. He 
judged himself as much better 
than all of these others, and he 

was sure that God would re-
ward him.

If we want to boast about 
anything, says Paul, we should 
boast in “Jesus Christ, who has 
become for us wisdom from 
God—that is, our righteous-
ness, holiness and redemption” 
(1  Corinthians 1:30). Paul 
knew about spiritual pride. For 
a long time he was convinced 
that he was better than Christ’s 
followers, and he sought to 
exterminate them (Acts 8:3; 
9:1). Spiritual pride so shrinks 
the soul that it has no room for 
God’s love—or for neighbors.

The Pharisee . . . prayed: “God, I thank you that I am not like 
other people. . . . I fast twice a week.” —Luke 18:11-12

Proverbs 16:18; Luke 18:9-12 FRIDAY, MARCH 16

WHAT COMES BEFORE A FALL?

Dear Lord, free us from 
our selfish pride, know-
ing we are lost in sin and 
powerless to do any good 
without you. May we 
boast only in you and in 
your love and grace for 
us. Amen.



Our world is hostile to humil-
ity; it sees the humble person 
as a doormat—someone who 
stands by quietly while others 
step all over them. The world 
would rather have us think 
more of ourselves. 

But we are naturally so selfish 
that increasing our love of self 
will leave little room for God, 
not to mention our neighbor. 
A life built on self-esteem is 
lonely. What’s more, because 
humility is often confused with 
weakness, the lover of self 
tends not to forgive others. 

True humility places all the 
power of “self” in the service 
of God and neighbor. Thus 
God takes hold of Moses’ 
weak tongue and strength-
ens him to speak boldly and 
plainly to Pharaoh. And the 
humble tax collector throws 
himself on God’s grace when 
he says, “God, have mercy on 
me, a sinner.” Most important, 

the eternal Son of God takes 
on the form of a humble ser-
vant and dies in our place (see 
Philippians 2:5-11).

Directed by God’s love, people 
who are humble in spirit invest 
themselves in what the world 
thinks is weakness. Christ’s 
power strengthens us to love 
God above all and our neigh-
bors as ourselves. Sharing the 
good news of God’s love and 
helping others in need, we 
have “the mind of Christ” 
(1 Corinthians 2:15-16).

The world scorns humility. But 
Jesus Christ’s humility has over-
come the world, to the glory of 
God the Father.

Lord Jesus, may your 
mind live in us daily so 
that your love and power 
will guide us in all we do 
and say. Amen.

He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and 
said, “God, have mercy on me, a sinner.” —Luke 18:13

Exodus 4:10-16; Luke 18:13-14 SATURDAY, MARCH 17

HUMILITY



Today many Christian believers 
will attend church and hear the 
good news of the gospel. We 
acknowledge that even though 
we don’t deserve it, God in his 
grace has poured out the gift 
of salvation on us. In response, 
Christians offer sacrifices of 
praise. They also ask God to 
sustain them in their daily walk 
so that they will not be careless 
with God’s gifts.

Through Joshua God gave 
Israel the land he had prom-
ised to Abraham centuries ear-
lier. And the servant in Jesus’ 
parable had received a gift 
from his master. These gifts did 
not come without responsibili-
ties, however. The gift is like a 
seed that must be cultivated to 
grow and provide abundance. 
Joshua and Israel were careless 
with the Gibeonites’ decep-
tion. Failing to consult God, 
they were slothful, like the 

servant in Jesus’ parable who 
buried his master’s gift.

Careless cultivation of God’s 
gifts prevents the blossoming 
of the good news of the gos-
pel; spiritual laziness, a “what-
ever” attitude, makes it difficult 
to praise God, from whom all 
blessings flow. 

Spending time in worship with 
God’s people is a good oppor-
tunity to be surprised again by 
the good news of the gospel, 
and to exchange a “whatever” 
attitude for the deep joy of 
praise for forgiveness.

Are you praising God today?

“Whoever has will be given more, and they will have an abun-
dance.” —Matthew 25:29

Joshua 9:1-15; Matthew 25:24-30 SUNDAY, MARCH 18

A “WHATEVER” ATTITUDE

Father, forgive us for the 
carelessness with which 
we have handled your 
gifts. Help us to respond 
in gratitude and praise. 
For Jesus’ sake, Amen.



You can’t stop ants from do-
ing their work. No matter 
how many times you sweep 
away the sand they’ve muscled 
through the cracks in your 
driveway, you can do it again 
tomorrow, and the next day, 
and the next. 

Ants are vocationally fulfilled; 
like the birds of the air, they do 
not have a care in the world. 
God cares for them; all they 
care about is doing what God 
made them to do. But God 
cares for us even more than 
the ants and the birds. And he 
equips us, like them, to give 
our all to do diligently what he 
has created us to do—to love 
him above all and our neigh-
bor as ourselves.

With God’s help, we can love 
sincerely, as Paul instructs. We 
can “hate what is evil; cling 
to what is good.” We can “be 
devoted to one another in 
love” and “honor one  another” 

above ourselves. “Never be 
lacking in zeal,” says Paul, “but 
keep your spiritual fervor, 
serving the Lord.” Hospitality, 
patience, sharing with others, 
living in harmony, and other 
positive traits are listed as im-
portant to a Christian who is 
trying to serve the Lord. We 
are also called to live at peace 
with everyone.

This is a challenging task. It is 
fulltime work. But God’s gifts 
will simply overwhelm spiritual 
carelessness because, like the 
ant, we’ll have enough to do 
from morning till night. And 
we can do it again the next 
day, and the next.

Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving 
the Lord.  —Romans 12:11

Proverbs 6:6-11; Romans 12:3-18 MONDAY, MARCH 19

THE ZEAL OF THE ANT

Thank you, Lord for 
equipping us to do your 
good will all day long, 
and every day, in Christ’s 
name. Amen.



Anger is the first recorded 
deadly sin after Adam and Eve’s 
exile from the Garden of Eden. 
Because God accepted Abel’s 
sacrifice, Cain became angry 
and killed his brother. Anger 
and murder have been sinister 
cousins ever since. When Cain 
became angry, God warned 
him: “Sin is crouching at your 
door; it desires to have you, 
but you must rule over it.” But 
Cain let his anger rule him, and 
that led to murder.

Though anger doesn’t always 
lead to murder, it is nonethe-
less a powerful emotion. Few 
of us have escaped anger’s 
destructive effects on our self-
discipline. Anger shows that 
hatred of God and neighbor 
are tightly interwoven.

“In your anger, do not sin.” 
That’s easier said than done, 
even though it’s possible to be 
angry and not sin. When we 
do become angry, we need to 

ask God’s help in dealing with 
it and letting it go. Cain refused 
God’s instruction, opened 
the door to sin, and killed his 
brother.

A lifetime of Christian self-dis-
cipline knows the truth about 
the primal sin of anger. But we 
also know that along with our 
other sins, our anger was cru-
cified through Christ’s death 
on the cross. And we know 
that with Christ’s help, we can 
curb and control our anger and 
seek the higher good of others. 
Following the Lord’s example, 
we can even forgive.

“In your anger do not sin.”   
 —Ephesians 4:26

Genesis 4:1-8; Ephesians 4:22-27 TUESDAY, MARCH 20

SIN AT THE DOOR

Lord, forgive me the sin of 
letting anger affect my ac-
tions. Guard me from giv-
ing the devil a foothold. 
May your love fill my life, 
keeping anger and hatred 
out. Amen.



Job was tested severely, losing 
all his children and flocks and 
herds, and then eventually his 
health. And yet he did not lose 
his faith and did not sin against 
God (see Job 1-2; 42).

If we look at Job’s life, we might 
think he had every right to be 
angry. Throughout his defense 
we see some notes of righteous 
anger against his friends, who 
spoke unfairly to him. But in all 
his suffering and complaints, Job 
did not sin. And yet how long 
did Job have to wait for God’s 
declaration of righteousness?

In the heat of the moment, 
anger often wins over pa-
tience. Let anger go and you 
can avoid its terrible conse-
quences. Letting go of anger 
means releasing your right to 
be vindicated. God sees all and 
knows the truth. Not unlike a 
wild horse that needs training 
to accept a bridle, the emo-
tional power of unrestrained 

anger can be redirected and 
refocused into God’s hands. 
But how long will God take to 
make things right?

It’s all in the Lord’s timing. 
We will struggle with sin until 
Christ returns, but in the mean-
time we will have access to the 
patience to resist anger and the 
other deadly sins scratching at 
our door and seeking a place 
in our hearts.

Christ has nailed the power 
of sinful anger to the cross. 
Persevere in the Lord’s stead-
fast love today, and, in his 
strength, keep waiting patiently 
for the Lord.

You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the 
Lord finally brought about. —James 5:11

Psalm 13; James 5:7-11 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 21

HOW LONG, LORD?

Lord, “I trust in your un-
failing love; my heart re-
joices in your salvation.” 
You are so good to me. 
Help me to be patient and 
wait for the good that you 
have promised. Amen.



After three years of teaching 
and healing to announce the 
good news of the kingdom of 
God, Jesus knew that it was 
time for him to go to Jerusalem. 
There he would enter the 
city as the promised Messiah, 
cleanse the temple, teach the 
truth about his Father (Luke 
19:28-48), be arrested and 
beaten, die on a cross, and be 
“taken up to heaven.”

Jesus’ determination to endure 
all this so focused his journey 
that not even the inhospital-
ity of a Samaritan village dis-
tracted him. When his disciples 
wanted to make them pay for 
their insolence, he instead re-
buked the disciples and moved 
along to another village. As he 
put it, “the Son of Man [had] 
no place to lay his head.” Jesus 
knew he had nowhere else to 
go but to Jerusalem and the 
cross, and nothing would hin-
der him.

Because the goal of the 
Christian life is to crucify our 
passions with Christ, we need 
to, with great determination, 
keep our focus directly on 
Jesus and seek to follow him.

So let us keep our eyes on him 
who endured “opposition from 
sinners,” including the humilia-
tion of refused hospitality. For 
our sake he even “endured the 
cross.” Keeping focused on all 
he has done for us, we will not 
“grow weary and lose heart.” 
And, as he has promised, our 
crucified and risen Lord will be 
with us every step of the way.

Lord, keep my eyes on 
Jesus, so that nothing may 
distract me from follow-
ing him. Jesus, thank you 
for paying the price for all 
my sins on the cross. In 
your name, Amen.

As the time approached for him to be taken up to heaven, Jesus 
resolutely set out for Jerusalem. —Luke 9:51

Luke 9:51-58; Hebrews 12:1-3 THURSDAY, MARCH 22

TURNING TO JERUSALEM



For Jesus, not only the journey 
required a diligent focus; so 
did the ultimate goal—a hor-
rible death by crucifixion on 
a cross. Jesus removed any 
doubt about the difficulties of 
the journey by telling someone 
who wanted to follow him that 
this meant no rest and no bed. 
He told someone else that fol-
lowing him meant sacrificing 
time with his grieving family. 
Would you follow Jesus under 
those conditions?

If you’re planning a long 
trip—say, to Prague or Machu 
Picchu, you’re likely to do a 
lot of advance planning. But if 
you’re willing to pay the price, 
you go. Grumbling about the 
cost once you’re in the air is 
pointless. Similarly, it’s only 
natural for Jesus to tell his dis-
ciples at the beginning of this 
journey to Jerusalem what it 
will cost them.

Of course, it’s a high and de-
manding price—and Jesus 
makes all the decisions. You 
don’t get to choose accommo-
dations or to take time off for 
family obligations. You must 
simply follow Jesus, on his 
terms.

The cost of following Jesus 
means dying to our own de-
sires and placing him ahead of 
everything else: comfort, fam-
ily, friends, career, ideals—even 
our life on this earth. Only 
when we have unburdened 
ourselves of all earthly con-
cerns will we be fit to follow 
and serve Jesus.

“No one who puts a hand to the plow and looks back is fit for 
service in the kingdom of God.” —Luke 9:62

Luke 9:57-62 FRIDAY, MARCH 23

FIT TO FOLLOW JESUS

Thank you, Lord, for 
detailing the cost of the 
journey, and for paying 
the price for us with your 
own life. Help us to will-
ingly serve you. Amen.



Jerusalem was supposed to 
be a place where God gath-
ered the outcasts and healed 
the brokenhearted, not the 
center for killing his proph-
ets. It had happened before, 
and it was happening again 
(see 2  Chronicles 24:20-21; 
Jeremiah 26:20-23; Luke 9:9). 
Ruled by ruthless Herod and 
governed by the Romans, the 
city of peace was again an op-
ponent of God’s purposes. If it 
killed the messengers of God, 
what would it do with the Son 
of God? 

Jerusalem’s opposition did not 
deter Jesus from continuing his 
journey. He didn’t shrink from 
his calling. He was determined 
to appear in Jerusalem as the 
Lord’s Messiah. He knew that 
at the time God had appointed, 
and not before, he too would 
be sentenced there to die.

Through his work of salva-
tion and restoration, Jesus will 

also return one day with a 
new Jerusalem that truly gath-
ers God’s people, healing the 
broken hearted and binding up 
their wounds. Then there will 
be no more mourning or cry-
ing or pain (Revelation 21:1-4). 

Jesus said, “It is not the healthy 
who need a doctor, but the 
sick” (Luke 5:31)—physically, 
mentally, spiritually. This in-
cludes us: we need the healing 
and saving love of Jesus just as 
much as all who rejected him 
in Jerusalem.

He went to Jerusalem, deter-
mined to fulfill his mission for 
the sake of all who would be-
lieve. Jesus died for you and 
me. Do you believe it?

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those 
sent to you . . .” —Luke 13:34

Psalm 147:1-7; Luke 13:31-35 SATURDAY, MARCH 24

JERUSALEM, KILLER OF PROPHETS

Renew my heart, Lord. 
Help me acknowledge my 
sin, seek forgiveness, and 
live in the light of your re-
deeming love. Amen.



When the blind man heard 
that Jesus of Nazareth was 
coming, he knew just who this 
teacher was. In contrast to the 
people of Jerusalem who had 
rejected God’s prophets, this 
outcast from Jericho called out 
to Jesus as the Son of David, 
the promised Messiah of God’s 
people. Attempts to silence 
him only increased his resolve. 
And, having heard his cries, 
Jesus commanded that the 
man be brought to him.

Giving sight to the blind is not 
carpenter’s work. Only the 
Creator who made  heaven 
and earth and rules from Jeru-
sa lem can give sight to the 
blind. By having the blind man 
brought to him over the objec-
tions of many and granting the 
man’s request, Jesus lets every-
one know that he is the Son of 
David—that is, the Messiah, the 
Son of God.

After the man receives his 
sight, he follows Jesus. He also 
does what any believer does 
when heaven comes to earth 
to heal them: he glorifies and 
praises God. And no one can 
stop him. When all the people 
see what has happened, they 
praise God too.

Today many who have received 
new life in Christ will gather to-
gether in worship to praise the 
Son of David, who has heard 
their cries. Come and join in 
with heart and voice in praise 
to the ruling King! Hear the 
good news proclaimed. Call on 
Jesus for mercy, that you may 
be made whole.

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”   
 —Luke 18:38

Psalm 146; Luke 18:35-43 SUNDAY, MARCH 25

JESUS HEARS OUR CRIES

Thank you, Lord, for hear-
ing my cry in the midst of 
opposing voices. In your 
mercy make me whole 
and grant me full life with 
you. Amen.



The disciples could not with-
hold their praise of Jesus as 
he entered Jerusalem, for they 
had seen his mighty works. 
They had heard his amazing 
teaching and had seen many 
miracles, from Jesus’ walking 
on water and quieting a storm 
to his many healings and even 
raising people from the dead. 
And as Psalm 122 says, just go-
ing to Jerusalem and to seek its 
peace at the house of the Lord 
was a reason for praise and joy.

But not everyone saw things 
the same way. The religious 
leaders complained about the 
disciples’ raucous praise of 
Jesus. You’d think these teach-
ers of God’s Word would re-
spond to Jesus’ work with en-
thusiasm, as did his disciples 
and so many others. But they 
had been looking for a po-
litical messiah, so they rejected 
him—and now the truth that 
would bring peace was hid-

den from their eyes. Unlike the 
blind man who received sight, 
Jerusalem had lost its ability to 
see.

Blind Jerusalem was looking for 
the wrong solution to their prob-
lems. They weren’t looking for 
someone who would save them 
from their sins. They wanted 
someone who would save them 
from the tyranny of the Romans 
who ruled over them.

The peace of Jerusalem—and 
true peace for each of us—can 
come only from Jesus, the King 
over all things, who laid down 
his life so that all who would 
believe in him could live. Do 
you believe in him?

“If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring 
you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes.”  
 —Luke 19:42

Psalm 122; Luke 19:28-44 MONDAY, MARCH 26

BLINDNESS IN JERUSALEM

I’ve heard the good news, 
Lord. Help me to see 
you clearly each day and 
believe in you as Savior, 
Lord, and King. Amen.



Jesus instructs his disciples to 
check with a man in the city 
about a guest room that can 
be used for celebrating the 
Passover. They find things “just 
as Jesus had told them,” and 
make the Passover preparations 
there. This is quite a different 
result from having “no guest 
room available” on the night 
Jesus was born (Luke 2:7).

In the large upper room where 
they have gathered to eat the 
Passover meal, Jesus tells his 
disciples that this will be his 
last supper with them until 
the kingdom of God comes 
fully. He then reveals that he 
will sacrifice his body and pour 
out his blood. He even invites 
them to eat with him from a 
loaf of bread and to share wine 
from his cup, saying that these 
represent his body and blood.

Echoing God’s promise through 
the prophet Jeremiah, Jesus de-
clares that his sacrifice will seal 

a new covenant, and he asks 
the disciples to eat and drink 
in remembrance of him. This 
new covenant will replace the 
animal sacrifices that were nec-
essary in the Old Testament, 
and his death is a sacrifice so 
strong that anyone who be-
lieves that Jesus has given his 
body and blood for them can 
depend on him for the forgive-
ness of sins and eternal life. 

Today, whenever we celebrate 
this supper in memory of Jesus, 
we are reminded that God has 
written his law of love on our 
hearts and “will remember 
[our] sins no more.” In remem-
brance of him, shall we make 
room in our hearts for Jesus?

Lord Jesus, help me to re-
member your sacrifice, to-
day and every day, till you 
come again. Amen.

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will make a 
new covenant with the people. . . .” —Jeremiah 31:31

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Luke 22:7-20 TUESDAY, MARCH 27

A NEW COVENANT



Judas sat at the same table as 
his fellow disciples, ate the 
same bread, and drank the 
same wine. He may even have 
participated in the dispute 
about who was greatest. We 
don’t know. What we do know 
is that Judas would leave to 
betray Jesus and that the other 
disciples would sit on thrones 
of judgment.

In his betrayal of Jesus, Judas 
became great in the eyes of the 
chief priests and other leaders 
in Jerusalem (Luke 22:3-6). 
But the rule of Jerusalem was 
on the way out.

A new kingdom was emerg-
ing, strangely, through Jesus’ 
trials and betrayals. And as the 
Father had prepared a road of 
suffering for Jesus, now Jesus 
gave his followers a similar role 
in this emerging kingdom.

Like Jesus, the disciples would 
suffer trials and betrayals. And 

this troublesome road of suf-
fering and self-denial, to which 
Jesus added the assignment to 
serve others, would end only 
when the kingdom will come 
in its fullness. Then all of Jesus’ 
followers will eat and drink 
at his table in his kingdom. 
Suffering and denying and 
fleeing will be no more.

Nor will there be any more 
betrayal, no more participating 
in heated discussions and judg-
ments about right and wrong. 
Rather, God’s people will be 
ruled from a heavenly table 
over which presides the risen 
Lord and all whom he has 
saved to sit with him at that 
table. What a day that will be!

“You may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom. . . .” 
 —Luke 22:30

Psalm 22:1-11; Luke 22:24-30 WEDNESDAY, MARCH 28

SEATED AT JESUS’ TABLE

You are holy, Lord, en-
throned on the praises of 
your people. In you we 
trust. Amen.



Jesus and his disciples left the 
security of the upper room 
and walked outside the city 
to the Mount of Olives. And 
there, away from the crowds, 
he was betrayed. A kiss from 
Judas, one of his own chosen 
disciples, one who had learned 
from Jesus for the past few 
years, betrayed him to the of-
ficials who were seeking to 
destroy him. Jesus confronted 
Judas with his treason: Are you 
going to use the kiss of friendship 
to hand me over to the powers of 
darkness?

A kiss is not a sign of friendship 
when the one who delivers it 
is your enemy. Psalm 41 re-
minds us that false friendship is 
an ancient problem, especially 
among brothers: Cain killed 
Abel, Jacob deceived Esau, and 
Joseph’s brothers sold him into 
slavery. 

The disciples’ reaction is under-
standable: put the opposition 

to the sword. But Jesus heals 
the cut-off ear, salving the 
wound made by a zealous dis-
ciple. In receiving Judas’s trea-
sonous kiss, Jesus took on him-
self all the false friendships that 
embittered his people. The dis-
loyalty of one who shared his 
table took him to the cross. 

In dark Gethsemane, we see 
a king we don’t expect to see. 
Instead of a pompous ruler on 
a throne, we see our suffering 
Lord, who faces the humilia-
tion of a bitter betrayal.

And we must remember that 
he suffered all this for you and 
me so that we might live.

Lord, thank you for en-
during all this suffering 
and death for me. I am 
eternally grateful. Please 
help me be faithful, Lord. I 
pray in your name. Amen.

Even my close friend, someone I trusted, one who shared my 
bread, has turned against me. —Psalm 41:9

Psalm 41; Luke 22:47-53 THURSDAY, MARCH 29

THE BETRAYAL KISS



Speaking truth to power is dan-
gerous. You may lose your job, 
be publicly humiliated, and 
have your family disgraced. 
You may even lose your life. 
That’s the way of the world, 
and, sadly, it is sometimes also 
the way of God’s people. Jesus 
suffered humiliation and death 
at the hands of religious lead-
ers who had closed their minds 
to the truth of God.

The problem was that Jesus 
had agreed with them. Jesus 
had said, “’The Son of Man 
will be seated at the right hand 
of the mighty God.” And they 
asked, “Are you then the Son 
of God?” And he said, “You say 
that I am.”

These self-righteous authori-
ties had wanted Jesus himself 
to say: “Yes, I am the Son of 
God.” But Jesus used his en-
emies’ words against them. In 
effect, he had them declare in 
the highest religious court that 

he was the Son of God. They’d 
fallen into the pit they had 
tried to dig for Jesus. But they 
still had political power and 
could try to spin things their 
own way. So the officials twist-
ed Jesus’ words to fit their pur-
poses, and they condemned 
him to death.

But a word once spoken can-
not be recovered. The truth 
was out. Jesus’ opponents are 
forever remembered as declar-
ing that he had the authority he 
claimed. And with that author-
ity he proceeded to the cross—
to pay for sin once for all.

“Rule in the midst of your enemies!”  
 —Psalm 110:2

Psalm 110; Luke 22:66-71 FRIDAY, MARCH 30

TRUTH IN JERUSALEM

On this Good Friday, 
Lord, thank you that not 
even the most powerful 
authorities could stamp 
out the truth of the gos-
pel: that you are Lord. 
Thank you for dying for 
me. Amen.



When Jesus turned his face 
to Jerusalem in order “to be 
taken up to heaven” (Luke 
9:51), he in effect declared 
that his death was the planned 
end of his mission. The rul-
ers in Jerusalem believed that 
they had gotten rid of a blas-
phemer and someone who 
was disrupting the people, but 
a Roman officer declared what 
he witnessed: the crucifixion of 
a righteous man.

Someone who is righteous has 
the love of God in their heart 
and shows it by doing what’s 
right. That person’s purpose 
in life is to do the will of the 
heavenly Father. Jesus accom-
plished all of that with determi-
nation and without sin.

The righteous Christ died on 
a cross outside Jerusalem to 
pay for human sin and to give 
new life to all who believe in 
him. And all who are made 
right with God in Christ will 

live with him in the presence 
of God forever, in the new 
heaven and new earth.

Those who condemned Jesus 
to be crucified had given false 
testimony against him. But the 
officer who had witnessed 
Jesus’ crucifixion praised God 
when he declared Jesus a righ-
teous man.

Where are you today? If God 
were to ask you—as he asked 
Adam in the Garden of Eden—
“Where are you?” what would 
you say?

Are you a follower of Jesus, 
who was crucified for your 
sins?

“Surely this was a righteous man.”  
 —Luke 23:47

Psalm 11; Luke 23:44-49 SATURDAY, MARCH 31

RIGHTEOUSNESS OUTSIDE JERUSALEM

Lord Jesus, thank you for 
laying down your life for 
our sake, and thank you 
for rising from the dead 
with the promise of new 
life for us all. May we for-
ever follow you. Amen.



april
Living as Easter People

Laurie Zuverink

With the celebration of Easter beginning on April 1 this year, we 
have the whole month to unpack the Easter story and engage with 
the question “What does it mean to live each day as people who 
claim the resurrection of Jesus?” 

What was it like to be one of the first witnesses to meet Jesus after 
he rose in victory over death? Did encountering the risen Jesus affect 
the way those people lived each day and related to the world, or was 
it just a personal experience to celebrate, talk about with friends, and 
say how amazing it was? How do you think you would have reacted, 
and what would you have done with the experience?

The Bible shows us that for those first witnesses, the encounter with 
the risen Christ was an experience of love that changed everything. 
Through the resurrection of Jesus, God offers to us all the joy,  power, 
freedom, and love that those first witnesses experienced. This month, 
as we focus on living as Easter people, let’s reflect together on the 
joy, power, and freedom of the resurrection and how we can live 
each day reflecting God’s love.

Laurie Zuverink is an ordained pastor who has served in several ca-
pacities of ministry in the Grand Rapids, Michigan, area. Her work ties 
into the lives of young people, and her passion is to empower and equip 
the next generation of servant leaders. Pastor Laurie and her husband, 
Mark, have three children—one in grad school, one in college, and one 
in high school. Pastor Laurie enjoys deep conversations, bike rides, ex-
ploring the shores of the Great Lakes, and watching well-played soccer.



In many nations, April 1 is cel-
ebrated as April Fool’s Day—a 
time for playing practical jokes 
on friends and unsuspecting 
individuals.

This year, April 1 is also Easter 
Sunday, and although the cel-
ebration of Easter is no joke, it 
is certainly full of joy! What we 
celebrate and remember today 
lies at the heart of who we are 
as followers of Jesus Christ.

Easter, Resurrection Sunday, 
is the day when Christians ev-
erywhere exclaim with joy and 
authority, “Christ is risen! He is 
risen indeed!”

But if we were to put our-
selves as characters into that 
first Easter story, what would 
our reaction be to finding an 
empty tomb and a stranger 
sitting there, telling us not to 
worry? Would we think it was 
a cruel practical joke or some-

thing very real, powerful, and 
life changing? 

That’s what those first visitors 
to the tomb had to figure out. 
And everyone who has ever 
heard the story of Jesus must 
do the same. To believe in the 
life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus opens our lives to all the 
joy, power, freedom, and hope 
the resurrection has to offer. 
This is the gospel story. This is 
life-changing good news!

Will you claim this good news?

Dear Jesus, today we 
claim you, celebrate you, 
and proclaim you as the 
risen Lord. Today and ev-
ery day, fill us with the 
hope, power, love, and 
joy your resurrection of-
fers. In your name we 
pray. Amen.

“Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the 
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here.” 
 —Mark 16:6

Mark 16:1-8 SUNDAY, APRIL 1

HE IS NOT HERE!



Jesus’ followers were trying to 
figure out what had just hap-
pened. On Friday they had 
watched as Jesus, the one they 
had come to love and trust, 
was crucified. On Sunday 
morning they had discovered 
his body was missing. And 
then, on Sunday evening, they 
were processing what seemed 
impossible—testimonies from 
friends saying they had seen 
Jesus alive. So the disciples got 
together and started discussing 
things. They wanted to believe 
Jesus was alive, but common 
sense would have made it hard 
not to be doubtful. Still, they 
experienced a sense of excite-
ment as they pondered what 
the reality of Jesus being alive 
might truly mean.

Then Jesus showed up. He re-
vealed himself in the middle of 
the messiness. He allowed for 
anyone with doubts and fears 
to come and touch him and to 

see that he was truly alive. His 
followers responded with great 
joy and worship.

Our lives are often filled with 
doubts, burdens, and fears. 
At such times, Jesus does not 
abandon us. He comes to us in 
the midst of it all and invites 
us to come near. Jesus wants us 
to experience resurrection joy 
and to let his presence fill our 
lives with wonder, worship, 
and amazement—even amid 
all the messiness of life!

Ask him to come and visit with 
you today!

They worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.  
 —Luke 24:52-53

Luke 24:36-53 MONDAY, APRIL 2

RESURRECTION JOY

Lord Jesus, we praise 
you for your victory over 
death. Drive away our 
troubles and doubts, and 
fill us with joy in your 
presence, we pray. Amen.



I spend a lot of time with teen-
agers. I also spend time trying 
to figure out the words they’re 
using sometimes, because 
teens like to give words new 
meanings and even come up 
with new words.

I like wondering what lies at 
the heart of a word. When 
I started to think about the 
word joy, I looked it up in the 
dictionary. The general defini-
tion of joy was listed as “an 
emotion evoked by well-being 
or success.” So we can feel 
joy when we have good times 
with people we love, when we 
appreciate art or view some 
breathtaking scenery, when we 
accomplish something chal-
lenging, and more.

But where does joy fit in when 
situations are not happy, beau-
tiful, or successful? Is joy just a 
happy response to good times?

Biblical joy is a fruit of the 
Holy Spirit, the evidence of 
God’s love growing in us. For 
a believer in Jesus Christ, joy is 
more than a fleeting response 
to happy times. Joy is culti-
vated, pruned, and harvested 
throughout all the seasons 
and circumstances of our lives. 
Jesus laid the foundation of joy 
when he freed us from sin, 
with all its pain and suffering, 
and made new life possible for 
us. Joy in Christ’s success lies 
at the heart of who we are in 
Christ. This is the joy we claim. 
This is the joy we cultivate!

Lord, joy is a gift you 
offer us through your 
death and resurrection. 
Continue to grow the gift 
of joy in us so your fruit 
is evident in our lives. In 
the peace, love, and joy of 
Christ we pray. Amen.

The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such 
things there is no law. —Galatians 5:22-23

Galatians 5:13-26 TUESDAY, APRIL 3

A DEFINITION OF JOY



Today’s Bible reading includes 
a section of Jesus’ teaching 
that is often called “The Beati-
tudes.” Beatitudes can be de-
scribed as “ultimate blessings.” 
These blessings refer to the 
glorious goodness of life with 
God in his kingdom and pres-
ence. And we can count on 
these blessings despite all the 
difficulties we may face in our 
lives, including persecution 
for being followers of Christ. 
All who claim God’s promises 
in Christ can live in the hope 
of these promises. But the be-
atitude blessings are more than 
just promises for the future.

Notice how James talks about 
having joy in the midst of trials. 
Christian joy includes a pro-
foundly deep sense of peace 
and comfort that sustains be-
lievers even in the midst of 
persecution, trials, and suffer-
ing. The blessedness of this 

joy is the same as the ultimate 
blessedness of the beatitudes.

Through the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 
God offers us a joyful, blessed 
spirit—not only in anticipation 
of the life to come but also in 
this life too.

A joyful spirit is not one that 
is happy all the time, no mat-
ter the circumstances. Rather, 
it has the firm foundation of 
peace and understanding that 
no matter what happens, God 
loves us, knows us, and will 
never leave us. This truly is the 
highest blessing.

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face 
trials of many kinds. —James 1:2

Matthew 5:1-12 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 4

ULTIMATE BLESSING AND JOY

Blessed Lord, you offer 
us ultimate blessedness in 
your presence always, and 
for that we humbly thank 
you. May our spirit reflect 
the joy of the hope we 
have in you. In Christ we 
pray. Amen.



A couple of years ago we de-
cided to plant a garden. Our 
kids had been bugging us to 
try one, so we made it a family 
project. We did some research 
and got started, learning by tri-
al and error as we went along. 
We took time to nurture the 
soil and worked hard to pro-
tect our plants from the vari-
ous creatures that also wanted 
to eat from our garden!

One of the fruits we planted 
was strawberries. They did 
okay the first year, but much 
better the next year. Our time 
and energies paid off, and we 
had a nice crop of tasty berries.

It also takes time and effort to 
harvest a fruitful spirit of joy. 
One of the ways we cultivate 
joy is to practice gratitude, 
making an effort to be thank-
ful to God and to others.

We cultivate joy when we 
spend time with God in his 

Word and let him remind us 
of his faithfulness throughout 
the ages.

We cultivate joy when we rec-
ognize God’s redemption story 
as our own story, pondering 
with gratitude the gift of salva-
tion offered to us in Jesus. 

Today, as you reflect on what it 
means to live as Easter people, 
take some time to give thanks. 
“Give thanks to the Lord, for 
he is good; his love endures 
forever.” The Lord is indeed 
good! 

Lord Jesus, we thank you 
for all you have done, all 
you do, and all you will 
continue to do. Help us to 
cultivate lives of thankful-
ness and joy as we live in 
your faithfulness. In your 
name, Amen.

Let them give thanks to the Lord for his unfailing love and his 
wonderful deeds for mankind. . . . —Psalm 107:8, 15

Psalm 107:1-16 THURSDAY, APRIL 5

GRATITUDE



Our youngest daughter has al-
ways loved horses. One day, I 
asked her why. She answered, 
“Have you ever really looked 
at one? Muscles that are de-
fined and powerful, rich manes 
that flow in the wind, unique 
personalities—they are beauti-
ful!” Then she pointed out the 
passage from Job that we’re 
reading today. 

Before that conversation, I had 
never really thought much 
about horses. So I started pay-
ing attention. I began noticing 
the lines of their muscles and 
looking more closely at each 
horse as an individual creature. 
As I came to think about hors-
es differently, I also grew more 
in awe of who God is as the 
maker of horses and all other 
animals.

Sometimes life can be over-
whelming and filled with dif-
ficulties. Satan tries to use our 
troubles to distract us from 

living in the joy God offers 
through Jesus. God knows the 
struggles of living with pain 
and suffering, so he also gives 
us reminders of his mighty 
work through the beauty, maj-
esty, and intricate designs of his 
 creation. The same God who 
created this world and every-
thing in it raised Jesus from the 
dead and gives us new life! 

Today, if joy seems hard to 
find, humbly ask God to help 
you notice him in the details of 
life around you. May God fill 
you with “wonder-full” joy! 

Almighty Creator, when 
we see the intricate de-
signs of all that exists, we 
stand in awe of who you 
are. Lord, may we never 
cease to wonder and be 
amazed at you, our awe-
some God. In your holy 
name we pray. Amen.

Who is like you, Lord God Almighty? You, Lord, are mighty, 
and your faithfulness surrounds you. —Psalm 89:8

Job 39:19-25 FRIDAY, APRIL 6

“WONDER-FULL” JOY



Sharing food together is an im-
portant part of belonging and 
celebrating in most cultures. 
Whether it is an elaborate 
meal prepared for a special 
occa sion, or traditional holiday 
dishes for a family gathering, 
or simple snacks for friends to 
enjoy, sharing food together is 
good for fellowship and com-
munity.

On the evening before his 
death, Jesus shared a meal 
with his disciples. He took the 
bread and wine of that meal 
and gave special instructions so 
that when the disciples came 
together again, they could do 
the same and remember all 
that Jesus had done for them.

The Lord’s Supper (also called 
Communion, or Eucharist) 
is the meal shared by believ-
ers today as a celebration of 
Christ’s ultimate sacrifice of 
love for us. Through this meal, 
Christ graciously offers us a 

place to belong. Calling us to 
live for him as Lord and Savior, 
he welcomes us with the open 
arms of grace.

The desire to belong is an im-
portant part of human nature. 
To be in relationship defines 
who we are as human be-
ings. We engage in relationship 
with God, with humanity, and 
with creation. Sometimes in 
life we might feel as if there 
is no place where we belong. 
But know that at the table of 
Christ Jesus, you are welcome. 
There is room for you to seek 
new life, to celebrate, and to 
belong. 

God of joy and welcome, 
thank you for your abun-
dant grace offered to us 
through Jesus. Thank you 
for inviting us to be a part 
of your family. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.

In all my prayers for all of you, I always pray with joy because 
of your partnership in the gospel. . . . —Philippians 1:4-5

Luke 22:14-20: Philippians 1:4-6 SATURDAY, APRIL 7

JOY IN BELONGING



Music has been a part of cre-
ation since the beginning of 
time. Birds sing their songs. 
Trees rustle and strain with 
the blowing of the wind. Seas 
pound or gently lap in rhyth-
mic waves on the shores. In 
the human experience, music 
resonates with the depths of 
our souls.

With all its melodies and har-
monies, rhythms and refrains, 
music is a fitting expression of 
worship. Worship of the holy, 
almighty, creator God reminds 
us who God is and who we are 
in relationship to him.

Psalm 98 is an expression of 
jubilant, joyful worship. With 
trumpets blasting, hands clap-
ping, and people singing and 
shouting for joy, there is a great 
celebration of all the wonder-
ful things God has done—and 
all creation joins in!

Every day our lives can show 
that we are bringing joyful wor-
ship to God. Our lives are the 
music that tells the story of the 
redemption and hope we have 
in Christ. Through our lives 
others hear the joyful music of 
what living in relationship with 
a loving God is all about. And 
hopefully they will want to be 
a part of that music too. 

What music will your life ex-
press for the Lord today?

God, you compose the 
melodies and harmonies 
of our lives, and you in-
vite us to move in rhythm 
with you. May the song of 
our hearts be filled with 
joy, and may the tune of 
our lives be pure and true. 
In Jesus’ name we pray. 
Amen. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things; 
his right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.
 —Psalm 98:1

Psalm 98 SUNDAY, APRIL 8

JOY IN WORSHIP



Elijah had been overwhelming-
ly busy. God had just used him 
powerfully to defeat the proph-
ets of Baal on Mount Carmel 
(1 Kings 18). But Elijah had no 
time to celebrate that victory, 
for his enemies now wanted to 
kill him. Exhausted and afraid, 
he fled to the  wilderness.

The wilderness can be a lone-
ly, desolate place. Yet it was 
here that God nourished and 
strengthened Elijah again. God 
came and spoke with Elijah, 
and his voice was not thunder-
ing or overwhelming. God did 
not shout to get Elijah’s atten-
tion. When Elijah was ready to 
listen, God spoke in a gentle 
whisper.

Sometimes the noises of our 
lives—our many activities, 
hec tic schedules, high-tech 
devices, or other distractions—
drown out the voice of God. 
Sometimes it seems God is 

far away, or altogether absent, 
and joy seems hard to find. Joy 
comes when our lives are cen-
tered in Christ. Satan works 
hard to keep joy away by fill-
ing our lives with noise. To 
hear the voice of God remind-
ing us of his faithfulness, good-
ness, and love, we need to fol-
low the instructions of Psalm 
46:10: “Be still, and know that 
I am God.” 

Let’s take some time today to 
silence the noise and be still, 
listening for God’s whisper.

Lord, we confess that we 
have often let the flurry 
of distractions in our lives 
drown out your voice. 
Quiet us and center us in 
you. Remind us of your 
goodness. Fill us with 
your joy. In Christ, Amen.

After the fire came a gentle whisper. When Elijah heard it, he 
pulled his cloak over his face and went out and stood at the 
mouth of the cave. —1 Kings 19:12-13

1 Kings 19:3-13 MONDAY, APRIL 9

IN THE STILLNESS



“There is nothing so irresist-
ibly contagious as laugh-
ter and good humor,” says 
Charles Dickens in his novel A 
Christmas Carol. Studies of the 
human brain show that laugh-
ter is contagious. Sometimes 
laughter is used to hurt others 
or to mask our hidden fears 
and insecurities, but sincere 
and joyful laughter is a gift. 
When a toddler’s whole body 
shakes while laughing at a dog 
chasing its tail, or when friends 
cry tears of joy remembering 
good times spent together, 
these are beautiful gifts God 
gives us to experience his 
good ness.

And while laughter is a spon-
taneous expression of joy, the 
overflowing outward expres-
sion of true joy in Christ is con-
tinuous love for one  another. 
Through the suffering and 
sacrifice of Christ, God gave 
us an expression of his great-

est love. And when the joy of 
forgiveness and new life fills 
our souls, it extends to others 
the gift of love, showing for-
giveness and grace. Inner joy 
and inner peace go hand in 
hand, welcoming and embrac-
ing  others in order to share the 
good news of Jesus. 

Someone once gave me a 
poster that said, “The love in 
your heart wasn’t put there to 
stay. Love isn’t love until you 
give it away.” May the joy of 
Christ in you overflow with 
love to others today.

“I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your 
joy may be complete. My command is this: Love each other as I 
have loved you.” —John 15:11-12

John 15:9-17 TUESDAY, APRIL 10

OVERFLOWING LOVE

Loving God, you fill us 
with your love, bring-
ing joy and peace. May 
our love for others be an 
overflowing expression of 
the love you give to us. In 
Christ, Amen.



“He is not here; he has risen, just as he said.”   
 —Matthew 28:6

Matthew 28:1-10 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 11

RESURRECTION POWER

Today we return our thoughts 
to the Easter story. For the past 
several days we have focused 
on the joy that Jesus’ resurrec-
tion brings into our lives. And 
now for the next several days 
we will focus on God’s power 
displayed through the resurrec-
tion and what it means to live 
in that power. 

Think about this for a minute.

God raised Jesus back to life 
from the dead.

It’s almost unfathomable—so 
beyond normal that some peo-
ple just cannot accept it.

But if we do accept it, if we 
have faith in the God who 
promises salvation and brings 
resurrection, as he said, and if 
we have entered into relation-
ship with this God—then amaz-
ing power unfolds before us! 

Amid all the chaos of the world 
around us, we cannot always 

see or understand how God is 
at work in our world. Claiming 
the resurrection power of God 
gives us confidence to know 
that God has things under con-
trol and continues to work all 
things for his glory and for the 
good of those who love him 
(Romans 8:28). The power 
of the resurrection offers us 
the assurance and conviction 
that God is always faithful and 
keeps his promises with those 
who cling to him.

What a mighty God we serve!

God, your power is great 
and awesome. There is no 
one like you! Make our 
faith strong and our con-
viction sure as we seek 
to live in your power. In 
the risen Christ we pray. 
Amen.



Power can be dangerous. 
History has shown that those 
who love power and seek after 
it can do tremendous harm in 
the world. Power and its pur-
suit have corrupted many lead-
ers in all spheres of life, causing 
them to seek selfish gain at the 
expense of others. 

The triune God holds the ulti-
mate power to do anything in 
this world and beyond. God’s 
desire could be to bring de-
struction on a rebellious world. 
But the Lord Almighty is also 
the God of compassion and 
love. He chose instead to offer 
redemption and reconciliation 
to the world. Jesus, the Son of 
God, chose to humble himself 
and take on mortal, human 
flesh. 

Jesus came into this world, and 
he could have quickly claimed 
rightful kingship over all. But 
instead he chose the posture 

and status of a servant, submit-
ting to the suffering of perse-
cution and death on a cross 
so that people could live once 
again in the full love of God. 
Rather than seeking favor with 
rulers and powerbrokers, Jesus 
sought out people who were 
poor, disadvantaged, outcast, 
and otherwise forgotten. By his 
life, death, and resurrection, 
Jesus Christ defined ultimate 
power and modeled for us 
the loving posture of humility 
and service that true power 
displays.

Is the powerful and loving 
Jesus your Savior?

Lord Almighty, all power 
belongs to you. All glory 
and honor are yours. Yet 
you humbled yourself for 
our sake, and for that we 
are most grateful. Thank 
you, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Christ Jesus . . . being in very nature God, did not consider equal-
ity with God something to be used to his own advantage. . . . 
 —Philippians 2:5-6

Philippians 2:5-11 THURSDAY, APRIL 12

A DEFINITION OF POWER



Symbols of worldly power 
exist all around us. National 
flags and other symbols on 
government buildings and ve-
hicles announce the presence 
of high-ranking leaders and 
officials. Uniforms and armor 
worn by police and military 
officers denote authority and a 
chain of command. Company 
executives work in corner of-
fice suites. Even at school, 
the group you hang out with 
can suggest your positioning 
among other students. Yet 
these are merely outward sym-
bols. They do not ultimately 
define the character, strength, 
or virtue of the individuals 
who use them.

Paul, in his letter to the 
Ephesians, instructs believ-
ers to “be strong in the Lord.” 
Do not worry about acquir-
ing symbols of worldly power. 
Instead, seek after the inner 
strength and characteristics 

that display God’s power in 
you. Only God’s power will 
defend you against the spiri-
tual forces of evil seeking to 
separate you from the Lord. 
A life lived in step with the 
Holy Spirit, seeking truth and 
righteousness, leaving foot-
prints of peace, and protected 
by faith and salvation through 
Jesus Christ, is fueled by God’s 
resurrection power. There is a 
mighty source of inner strength 
for all who call on the Lord.

We don’t know what today will 
bring. But whatever comes, we 
can have strength in the truth, 
righteousness, peace, faith, sal-
vation, and Word of God.

Be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the full 
armor of God. . . . —Ephesians 6:10-11

Ephesians 6:10-20 FRIDAY, APRIL 13

SYMBOLS OF POWER

Lord, make our faith 
strong and fill us with 
humble confidence to live 
by your power. For Jesus’ 
sake, Amen.



Laws and rules set standards 
of acceptable practice within 
communities, nations, and or-
gan i zations. Laws set boundar-
ies to try to create safe environ-
ments for all. But we all know 
that laws and rules have their 
limits. Laws are made by peo-
ple in power. Laws can easily 
become forms of oppression, 
favoring some people while 
limiting and burdening  others. 
What’s more, laws do not make 
people good. Following a rule 
to avoid being punished does 
not make a person virtuous. 

Romans 3:23 makes clear that 
“all have sinned and fall short 
of the glory of God.” But at 
the cross, Jesus took on himself 
the punishment for our sin. He 
paid the consequences of our 
lawlessness. And the power 
of the cross is not only in the 
payment of this debt but also 
in the freedom it offers. Jesus’ 
death on the cross opens up 

for us the power to live full 
and holy lives, unburdened by 
the weight of guilt, shame, and 
 human expectations. God is 
holy and good, and God cre-
ated human beings as image-
bearers of his own goodness 
and holiness. The cross frees us 
to live as God intended—hum-
bly, joyfully, and lovingly. 

Today, may the power of the 
cross release you into full liv-
ing by God’s goodness, mercy, 
and love.

Jesus, you carried our bur-
dens and guilt to the cross 
for us so that we can be 
free! Help us to live in 
your freedom and love. 
In the power of your res-
urrection we pray. Amen.

What the law was powerless to do . . . God did by sending his 
own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be a sin offering.  
 —Romans 8:3

Romans 8:1-10 SATURDAY, APRIL 14

THE POWER OF THE CROSS



Life on this earth is not with-
out dark times. We can identify 
periods in history when evil 
and darkness seemed to be in 
control. We can look back on 
our own lives and recall times 
of grief, hurt, loneliness, or de-
spair. Or maybe those times 
are happening right now, and 
life seems empty of meaning 
or purpose. Maybe all of life 
seems like a dark, empty space.

Jesus knows what that’s like—
and even more. On the cross 
he suffered the agony of com-
plete separation from God 
(descending into hell) so that 
we wouldn’t have to—and his 
body was placed in a tomb 
till he rose to life again on the 
third day. Jesus’ work of sal-
vation for us would not have 
been complete if he did not 
suffer the full punishment of 
“unspeakable anguish, pain, 
and terror of soul” on the cross 
to pay the price for all our sins 

(Heidelberg Catechism, Q&A 
44). And on Easter he rose in 
victory over death so that we 
might share in the power of 
his resurrection and enjoy new 
life with God. (See also Luke 
23:42-46.)

Our journey into new life in 
Christ may take us through 
times of darkness. Yet, as hard 
as those times may be, we can 
be assured that death, loneli-
ness, and despair do not have 
the final victory; Jesus con-
quered them. As you walk 
through valleys of shadow in 
your life, lean on Jesus, the 
Savior—who knows you and is 
walking with you into new life.

God of new life, assure us 
of your presence, espe-
cially when darkness and 
despair seem all around. 
In Christ we pray. Amen.

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your 
sting?” —1 Corinthians 15:55

1 Corinthians 15:50-58 SUNDAY, APRIL 15

THE POWER OF THE EMPTY TOMB



Our family is a soccer family. 
We love the game, and it is 
something we all enjoy both 
watching and doing. We spend 
a fair amount of time at soc-
cer fields. Over the years our 
children have had the opportu-
nity to play for several teams. 
Some of those teams won 
many games. Some did not. 
And while it always feels good 
to go home with a win in the 
scorebook, we also know that 
the final score does not always 
reflect which team put forth 
the best effort.

The power of Jesus’ resurrec-
tion gives us victory over sin 
and death. The victory is se-
cure because of what Christ 
did, not because of any efforts 
we put forth. All who trust him 
as their Savior and confess their 
sins are assured of this victory 
and all the benefits it brings.

One of the valuable lessons 
our children learned through 

soccer is how to be gracious 
in victory. Similarly, it’s impor-
tant to be gracious to others 
in the victorious confidence 
in which we live each day be-
cause of Christ’s victory. Our 
confidence is not an attitude of 
superiority and privilege but, 
rather, one of grace, humility, 
and love. 

Today, know that the victory 
of the resurrection is yours in 
Jesus, and humbly live in the 
confidence of that victory.

Lord, there is no way we 
can repay you or thank 
you enough for offering 
us the victory over sin 
and death. Help us to live 
graciously and lovingly in 
the confidence of your 
strength. In the power of 
your name, Amen.

Those who are victorious will inherit all this, and I will be their 
God and they will be my children. —Revelation 21:7

Revelation 21:1-8 MONDAY, APRIL 16

THE POWER OF VICTORY



The family of Zebedee had 
a plan. Jesus was gaining a 
repu ta tion. Word was getting 
around about his miracles 
and teachings. The Zebedee 
 brothers, James and John, had 
been among the first to follow 
Jesus, and now they wanted 
to make sure they would have 
top positions in Jesus’ kingdom. 
But Jesus was not impressed.

People spend a lot of energy 
seeking to establish them-
selves, trying to prove their 
worth, and seeking the best 
possible benefits and rewards. 
But Jesus teaches a radically 
different understanding of 
great ness and power. True 
great ness takes on the form of 
a servant, submitting to the will 
of God. True greatness in the 
kingdom of God recognizes 
that our salvation is secure and 
our sins are forgiven through 
Jesus’ death and resurrection. 
We have done nothing to earn 

it, and we can’t do anything to 
deserve it. 

True power in the kingdom 
of God lets go of the need to 
be noticed and the need to be 
first. True power seeks first a 
life of righteousness, healing, 
and restoration for all. This 
way of life will most likely not 
get you noticed. Neither will 
it make you first in people’s 
minds. But a life lived doing 
justice, loving mercy, and walk-
ing humbly with God (Micah 
6:8) has the life-giving power 
of the gospel.

“You know that the rulers of the Gentiles . . . exercise authority 
over them. Not so with you. Instead, whoever wants to become 
great among you must be your servant.” —Matthew 20:25-26

Matthew 20:20-28 TUESDAY, APRIL 17

SERVANT POWER

Lord Jesus, may our lives 
reflect the power, great-
ness, and love you re-
vealed to us through your 
life, death, and resurrec-
tion. Make us servants of 
justice and instruments of 
peace, we pray. Amen.



Toddlers and teenagers share 
a common trait. They like to 
declare their independence 
and want to prove they do not 
need the help of their parents, 
guardians, or others to be suc-
cessful at life. Striving for in-
dependence is often a healthy 
part of growing up. But it can 
be unhealthy when people try 
to “do it all” and “be it all” by 
themselves—outside the con-
text of community. Then, in-
stead of being a good thing, in-
dependence is corrupted and 
driven by stubborn pride.

Living in the power of the 
resurrection means we recog-
nize our need for God and for 
each other. God’s Holy Spirit 
empowers the community 
of believers with the spiritual 
gifts and abilities necessary to 
do the work of growing his 
kingdom. Individual believers 
cannot do this by themselves. 
The power of the resurrection 

comes in living and working 
together in unity, recognizing 
and supporting the gifts, tal-
ents, and abilities of all others 
in the community of Christ.

We all have our place, and we 
all have purpose. We all have 
gifts to offer, and God values 
each one of us as his children. 
When we live in the unity and 
power of the resurrection, we 
celebrate and affirm the use of 
everyone’s gifts. Let us encour-
age one another today as we 
seek to live in the unity and 
the power of Jesus Christ, our 
Lord.

Resurrected Lord, make 
us one in you. May our 
love for you and for one 
another witness to your 
love and grace. Grow us 
together by the power of 
your Holy Spirit. Amen.

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts 
form one body, so it is with Christ. —1 Corinthians 12:12

1 Corinthians 12:12-27 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 18

POWER IN COMMUNITY



The Christians in Corinth had 
trouble getting along. Paul was 
urging them to work together, 
to affirm the contributions and 
value of everyone. God calls 
his people to enjoy full life in 
communion and unity with 
him and with each other.

So how does a community 
that has a history of not getting 
along learn to live together? 
As the apostle Paul explains 
in 1  Corinthians 13, we are 
called to love one another.

And the love that Paul is talk-
ing about here is uncondition-
al, without strings attached or 
any expectation of favors done 
in return. This is the kind of 
love God shows us every day.

Love involves hard work. Love 
is patient and kind. Love brings 
honor to others without desire 
of recognition. Love rejoices 
in the truth and protects the 
vulnerable. Love forgives and, 

when possible, offers recon-
ciliation. None of this is easy, 
especially if we are dealing 
with people who have hurt us 
deeply and don’t seem to care.

Through his suffering and 
death on the cross, Jesus re-
vealed God’s true character of 
love, paying the price for our 
sin “while we were God’s ene-
mies” (Romans 5:10). Through 
the power of the resurrection, 
God gives us the opportunity 
to share in the gifts of love that 
Christ’s sacrifice offers us: the 
gifts of forgiveness, reconcili-
ation, protection, honor, and 
truth. May these gifts of love 
flow through us today. 

Lord, despite all we have 
done against you, you still 
love us. Fill us with the 
power to share your love 
with others. Amen.

Love never fails.  
 —1 Corinthians 13:8

1 Corinthians 13 THURSDAY, APRIL 19

THE POWER OF LOVE



Many of the apostle Paul’s 
letters to the early churches 
describe difficulties that the 
church was struggling with. 
In his letter to the Galatian 
churches, Paul rebukes them 
for getting caught up in rules 
and regulations. They were 
so concerned with following 
the letter of the law that their 
 legalistic attitudes and judg-
mentalism overtook their de-
sire to live by and share in the 
love of Jesus. Paul wrote this to 
say it was not the way life in 
the church was supposed to be.

Living a life of obligation and 
requirements and trying to live 
into the expectations of others 
is a heavy burden to bear—
even if those requirements and 
expectations have good inten-
tions. The joy of resurrection 
life in Christ frees us to live 
with love for God and neigh-
bor without the burden of 
 legalistic expectations. No one 

ever gets it right all of the time. 
But with the Spirit of Christ 
guiding us, we aim to live by 
grace and love in Jesus’ name, 
following his example.

In the remaining days of this 
month, we’ll reflect on what 
it looks like to live in the free-
dom of Jesus Christ. In this 
freedom we are released from 
the effects of sin and death so 
that we can live as God intends 
us to: “It is for freedom that 
Christ has set us free.”

It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and 
do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 
 —Galatians 5:1

Galatians 5:1-6 FRIDAY, APRIL 20

RESURRECTION FREEDOM

O Lord, your mercy has 
set us free. What a gift! 
May we accept the gift of 
freedom you offer us in 
Christ, and may we freely 
offer it to others as well. 
In the spirit of your love, 
Amen.



Fear comes in all shapes and 
sizes. Some people are afraid 
of snakes or spiders. Others 
may have a fear of heights, en-
closed spaces, or public speak-
ing. Many fear failure, change, 
dying, or being alone. Still oth-
ers live each day in very real 
fear of persecution, oppres-
sion, discrimination, and physi-
cal harm.

This world can be a scary 
place, and fear is something we 
all must face. 

The Bible tells us, “Do not be 
afraid!” Again and again we 
read of God’s coming to his 
people with such comforting 
and empowering words as “Do 
not fear. I am with you. I am 
your God and will never for-
sake you. You are mine.” In 
the story of Jesus’ resurrection, 
both the angel at the tomb 
and Jesus on the road began 
their conversation with the 

women by saying, “Do not be 
afraid. . . .” 

The women’s encounter with 
the supernatural was over-
whelming, and their fear was 
real. But the power of the res-
urrection assures us that the 
Lord cares for his people and 
is with them in whatever times 
may come.

Because Jesus rose again and 
is with us always through his 
Holy Spirit (Matthew 28:18-
20), we can have freedom 
from fear because we are 
never alone. In God’s presence 
and strength we can face what-
ever comes. 

“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you . . . you are mine. . . . I 
will be with you.” —Isaiah 43:1-2 
“Do not be afraid. . . .” —Matthew 28:5, 10

Isaiah 43:1-2; Matthew 28:1-10 SATURDAY, APRIL 21

FREEDOM FROM FEAR

Lord, you are always 
with us. Remind us of 
your power and fill us 
with your courage to face 
our fears, knowing we 
are never alone. In Jesus’ 
name, Amen.



Returning again to the story of 
Jesus’ resurrection, we can see 
not only that both the angel at 
the tomb and Jesus on the road 
said to the women, “Do not be 
afraid”; they also said, “Go and 
tell. . . .”

Jesus’ death and resurrection 
take his followers beyond their 
expectations. Christ’s sacrifice 
for human sin and his victory 
over death give his followers 
not only freedom from fear 
but also freedom to tell oth-
ers—so that they can share the 
good news about Jesus among 
themselves and then spread it 
to the ends of the earth (see 
Matthew 28:19-20; Acts 1:8).

All who hear this good news 
and trust that Jesus is Lord and 
Savior can enjoy eternal life in 
God’s presence forever. This 
stunning reality in Christ brings 
us into a full and complete re-
lationship with God. The fin-
ished work of Jesus frees us for 

a new life both in heaven and 
on earth to live fully with pur-
pose and power in the love and 
righteousness of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. What amazing grace!

Today may God release your 
fears, freeing you to share fully 
in his love and to share with 
others around you the good-
news story of Jesus’ salvation 
for all who hear and believe. 
Even more, you can tell people 
about the resurrection power of 
Christ at work in your own life!

Dear Jesus, through your 
resurrection you have giv-
en us the freedom to live 
fully in relationship with 
you. Release any fears 
that may hinder us from 
doing so, and reveal your 
full purpose and power in 
us. In your name, Amen.

Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell. . . .”  
 —Matthew 28:10

Matthew 28:1-10 SUNDAY, APRIL 22

FREEDOM TO GO AND TELL



When we find ourselves in a 
new job or a new school where 
we do not know anyone, it feels 
welcoming to have someone 
come alongside and help us 
become familiar with our new 
surroundings. A person who 
does that may show us around, 
introduce us to coworkers or 
friends, and help us to feel at 
home more quickly. That per-
son is showing hospitality.

Hospitality helps to make peo-
ple feel welcome. Hospitality 
invites people in and gives 
them a sense of belonging. 
We all seek a place where we 
can feel comfortable. We seek 
a place where we belong and 
where we are accepted for 
who we are. We feel secure 
when we’re in a place where 
we do not have to pretend to 
be someone we are not. 

Through the resurrection of 
Jesus, the Spirit of God offers 
us the gift of hospitality and 

welcomes us into his family. 
God invites those who seek 
new life in Christ to come and 
make themselves comfortable 
in his presence. 

Not all earthly families are 
welcoming and comfortable, 
but the freedom God offers us 
through the resurrection is the 
gift of belonging to his family, 
where we can come and share 
in all the privileges and respon-
sibilities of being called God’s 
children. As our loving Father, 
God accepts us and loves us for 
who we are in Christ. Through 
the resurrection we are free to 
belong!

Father God, thank you 
for accepting us as your 
children. Just as you invite 
us through the gift of hos-
pitality, may we extend 
that loving hospitality to 
 others. In Jesus, Amen.

The Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we are God’s 
 children. —Romans 8:16

Romans 8:14-17 MONDAY, APRIL 23

FREE TO BELONG



Shame is a heavy burden. 
Shame weighs us down and 
hinders us from being who 
God has intended us to be. 
Sometimes shame is raw like 
an open wound—and with ter-
rifying memories. We can also 
carry shame for years, living 
with insecurities, fears, and a 
sense of self-disdain because of 
hurtful actions and exchanges 
from long ago. Shame holds us 
down with the weights of judg-
ment, condemnation, expecta-
tions, disapproval, and more. 

The freedom of resurrection 
life in Jesus, however, releases 
the burden of shame in our 
lives. Jesus carried our shame 
to the cross. He was betrayed, 
beaten, humiliated, and ex-
posed, giving up his life to pay 
for our sin so that we might be 
released from the tyranny and 
shame of sin. Through Jesus’ 
death and resurrection, when 
we ask God for forgiveness, 

we are forgiven. God’s love 
frees us to let go of the ugliness 
of the past and move forward 
in confidence, knowing “there 
is now no condemnation for 
those who are in Christ Jesus” 
(Romans 8:1). And nothing 
can separate us from God’s 
love.

Learning to live in the confi-
dence and acceptance of this 
new identity takes some time 
to figure out. While you work 
through the process, know that 
God is on your side, desiring 
that you live in the freedom 
and fullness of understanding 
who you are as a holy and 
dearly loved child of God.

Lord, the burden of our 
shame from things we 
have done, said, or experi-
enced pulls us away from 
you. Help us live fully in 
the confidence and free-
dom of your love. Amen.

What . . . shall we say in response to these things? If God is for 
us, who can be against us? —Romans 8:31

Romans 8:28-39 TUESDAY, APRIL 24

FREE OF SHAME



In my work, I often come 
alongside young people as they 
begin to seek out their identity 
and figure out who God cre-
ated them to be. We talk about 
different types of personalities 
and learn about different  career 
paths and vocations that might 
fit well with those personalities. 
We work through assessments 
and think about life experi-
ences as we identify individual 
passions, talents, gifts, and abili-
ties. We reflect on the ideas of 
mission and calling.

Understanding individual gifts, 
passions, and callings helps an 
individual identify not only 
what they can and might do, 
but also what might not be the 
best thing to do. It frees a per-
son from the notion of trying 
to “do it all” and allows them 
to let go of some things.

Resurrection living offers us 
a place to fully belong and 

to find our identity in Christ. 
Understanding the freedom 
we have through Christ’s resur-
rection helps us focus on how 
to live fully. When we seek 
after God with all our heart, 
soul, mind, and strength, God 
reveals what is best for us and 
helps us recognize the dark 
places inside ourselves that 
draw us away from the full life 
he desires for us. 

Today, let’s set our hearts and 
minds on seeking God so that 
we can discover the freedom 
to live fully in his love. 

Our true identity is found 
only in you, Jesus. Align 
our hearts with yours and 
focus our minds on what 
you desire for us. Work in 
us whatever is pleasing to 
you. In the power of your 
Spirit we pray. Amen.

Since . . . you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on 
things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
 —Colossians 3:1

Colossians 3:1-11 WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25

FREE TO LIVE



Jesus, in the ultimate act of 
selfless love, took all the hurt 
and pain of sin and death in 
this world and carried it to the 
cross. This was an extremely 
heavy burden to bear. Yet 
God’s glory and power over-
came this burden, conquering 
death and offering restoration, 
healing, and forgiveness to all 
who desire it.  

Through the death and resur-
rection of Jesus, God extends 
to creation the gift and free-
dom of forgiveness. Yet the 
gift of forgiveness is sometimes 
hard to accept, and oftentimes 
we do not want to give it free-
ly. Sometimes the wounds of 
past hurts are deep, and the 
pain we have to endure from 
them is overwhelming. 

Forgiveness is not easy, but 
it is powerful and beautiful. 
Forgiveness does not con-
done the hurt against you. 

Forgiveness acknowledges the 
very real hurt you have experi-
enced and then seeks to let go 
of feelings of anger and desires 
for revenge. Holding on to 
anger, harboring grudges, and 
wanting an offender to feel 
our hurt—or even more—can 
quickly consume our lives and 
trap us in bitterness and resent-
ment. God wants so much 
more for us! Forgiveness opens 
up the door to fully live and 
experience all the joy, power, 
and freedom that God lovingly 
offers us. 

May God’s love free you to for-
give today.

Bear with each other and forgive one another if any of you has 
a grievance against someone. Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 
 —Colossians 3:13

Colossians 3:12-17 THURSDAY, APRIL 26

FREE TO FORGIVE

Forgiving God, you offer 
to us the beautiful gift of 
forgiveness. Work in us so 
that we can freely offer 
this gift to others. Thank 
you, Jesus. Amen.



An old saying advises, “Put your 
money where your mouth is.” 
The underlying meaning is that 
if we believe in something or if 
we believe something is wrong, 
we should not just talk or com-
plain about it; we should take 
action to support the cause or 
to fix the problem.

This is what the apostle John 
teaches about love. Love is not 
some idealistic concept to sit 
around and talk about. Love 
is shown to be real by our 
 actions.

Love can get messy. Love sees 
the hurt and the brokenness 
in our world and takes ac-
tion. Love goes out and serves 
 others.

At the cross, Jesus took action 
to show the greatest love of all. 
He gave up his life for us, and 
he also instructed his follow-
ers to go out and demonstrate 
sacrificial love for others. The 

resurrection of Jesus empow-
ers believers with the joy and 
freedom to live by his love.

God’s love fills us with a desire 
for honesty, integrity, humility, 
justice, and respect for all peo-
ple. Jesus’ resurrection power 
frees us to go out and share 
the burdens of people who are 
suffering, to spend time with 
people who are lonely, and to 
seek justice for those who are 
persecuted and oppressed.

As you celebrate freedom in 
Christ through the resurrec-
tion, let God show you where 
you can serve and show his 
love today.

Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with 
 actions and in truth. —1 John 3:18

1 John 3:11-24 FRIDAY, APRIL 27

FREE TO SERVE

Lord Jesus, fill us with 
your love, justice, mercy, 
and compassion. Give us 
eyes to see the world as 
you see it, and give us the 
courage to serve others in 
your freeing love. Amen.



This is one of my favorite vers-
es in the Bible. It shows that 
although Jesus wasn’t forced to 
do so, he “had to go through 
Samaria.” This means he went 
intentionally, knowing he had 
a mission to fulfill. And that 
was unusual, for in those days 
Jews went out of their way not 
to go through Samaria because 
the Jews and the Samaritans 
despised one another.

Jesus, in his close relationship 
with his Father, knew he had a 
job to do. He had to go outside 
of the expected cultural and 
traditional norms to offer grace 
and eternal life to a Samaritan 
woman, who then shared the 
good news with her entire 
town (see John 4:27-32).

Living in the freedom of the 
resurrection allows us to be in-
tentional. Jesus’ death and res-
urrection restored our relation-
ship with God and welcomes 

us to a place of full commu-
nion with him.

In communion with God, we 
pray and listen to the Holy 
Spirit, who gives us renewal 
and strength to go out and live 
intentionally, as Christ did. We 
are to submit to one another 
and offer acceptance and grace 
to everyone, including people 
outside our normal comfort 
zones—even those who might 
be our enemies. 

Today, may the freedom and 
grace offered to you in Jesus 
empower you to freely offer 
the same to others. 

Jesus, we are grateful that 
you intentionally took on 
human flesh and came to 
live with us. May we fol-
low your example and be 
free to love as you have 
loved us. Amen.

[Jesus] left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. Now he 
had to go through Samaria. —John 4:3-4

John 4:1-26 SATURDAY, APRIL 28

FREE TO BE INTENTIONAL



The first thing to do when solv-
ing a word problem in math-
ematics is to figure out what 
exactly the problem is asking. 
We must figure out what infor-
mation is given and what is not. 
What are the constants that 
never change and what are the 
variables? One of the secrets 
to setting up the problem is to 
know how specific words are 
used in the language of math. 
For instance, the word “is” 
means “equals,” and when you 
see the word “is,” you know 
you can set up an equation in 
which the parts equal each oth-
er. That’s very helpful to know!

In this passage on love, the 
apostle John sets up a simple, 
beautiful, and yet remarkably 
complex equation: God is love. 
And this helps us understand 
what it means to live into the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

The story of the relationship 
between God and creation is 

a story of love. The life, death, 
and resurrection of Jesus tally 
up to the ultimate embodi-
ment of love. And when we 
seek to live into the resurrec-
tion, we embody that love as 
well. God’s love frees us to live 
out that love in relationship 
with one another.

There is no fear in love. There 
is no shame in love. God and 
love can never be separated. 
This is the constant that will 
never change.

In what ways can you live out 
God’s love today?

No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another, God lives 
in us and his love is made complete in us. —1 John 4:12

1 John 4:7-21 SUNDAY, APRIL 29

FREE TO LOVE

God of grace, truth, and 
love, your perfect love 
makes us righteous in 
Christ. Take away every-
thing in our lives that 
stands in the way of your 
love, and free us to love 
others. In Jesus, Amen.



Glorious, almighty God, 
we praise you for your 
victory over sin and 
death, and we thank you 
for your love. May we live 
each day in the joy, the 
power, and the freedom 
of Jesus’ resurrection. In 
his name, Amen.

As our month of reflecting on 
living as Easter people comes 
to an end, we know that our 
time of actually living as Easter 
people will continue. For we 
are still waiting for Christ’s re-
turn.

Though the effects of sin still 
harm and damage our world, 
we can live each day in the 
confidence and hope of know-
ing that God loves us and will 
never leave us. God is love, 
and his love is perfect, true, 
and good. We continue to per-
severe through struggles and 
trials, leaning into God, grow-
ing in our relationship with 
him through the Holy Spirit, 
wrestling with the difficult ten-
sions in the world, and letting 
God lead us by his love. And 
even as we wait with expec-
tancy and cry out for Christ 
to come again soon, we seek 
to live in all the joy, power, 
and freedom that the resur-

rection offers. The instructions 
Christ gave to those first wit-
nesses remain the same for 
all who claim the resurrection 
today: “Go and tell the good 
news that Jesus is alive!” (see 
Matthew 28:7, 19).

Remembering with joy that 
“Christ is risen! He is risen 
indeed!” let us give thanks 
and praise the Lord for all he 
has done: “To the only God 
our Savior be glory, majesty, 
power and authority, through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, before 
all ages, now and forevermore! 
Amen.”

Keep yourselves in God’s love as you wait for the mercy of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to bring you to eternal life. —Jude 20-21
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