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Chapter 33

Beliefs - a Different 
Perspective 

Success starts, as Indiana Jones movies do, with the regular person, in their day-
to-day life. 

When I’m taking “down-time” in my regular life I love doing Wasgijs. 
What’s a Wasgij? The clue is in the word. Read it backwards. Basically, it’s a back-
to-front jigsaw. When you build a Wasgij you aren’t building the picture you can see 
on the box. You are building what the characters in the picture can see. You have to 
imagine a totally different perspective. To a great extent you are working with the 
unknown and the big picture unfolds as you figure out how the pieces fit together. 
And sometimes you think you have part of the picture sorted only to realise you need 
to stop and reconfigure the pieces to fit into the bigger scheme of things. 

That analogy illustrates a powerful mindset needed to create a successful 
business. Just like we would do if we were building a Wasgij, we have to look at where 
we are now, to build a picture that isn’t yet apparent. We start with our passion. We 
trust there is a big picture - even though we cannot perceive it yet; a divine plan 
will unfold as we seek Wisdom. 

… those who trust in the Lord will prosper.
Proverbs 28:25b
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Our organisation, and our life, is impacted by our beliefs - the stories we tell 
ourselves that we believe are true. Looking at life through distorted beliefs is like 
looking at the Wasjig pieces with someone else’s reading glasses that mess up our 
focus. Like the unhelpful message I had previously held that being rich was “filthy”, 
there may be distorted beliefs that blur your vision of the life and business you desire: 

 “I will never be able to …”
“It’s impossible …” 
Perhaps these thoughts are most disempowering when you are haunted with 

images that you are not good enough and that you don’t have what it takes; and when 
you listen to the lies:

 “People like me don’t succeed.” 

Often when things will not resolve, there is an underlying belief by which we 
are still living - so deeply buried we may not recognise it’s there. But it’s impacting 
everything we do. 

“I thought I had things sorted, but things aren’t panning out like I imagined. What’s 
going wrong? I’m putting in the work but the pay-off isn’t there!”

What’s blocking our progress? 
Do you remember as a child holding a sheet of coloured cellophane paper in 

front of your eyes, and the whole world changed to that colour? Holding the blue, 
red, or yellow paper in front of our eyes created an alternate world. The colour filter 
changed our vision and we saw the world differently. In the same way, our beliefs 
filter our experience of life. And a distorted filter blurs our vision. When we spot the 
deceptive filter, we can replace the crippling belief with a clearer view of life that will 
serve us better. 

“I can learn what I need to know.”
“Anything is possible.” 
“I can succeed when I’m open to learning and willing to put in the hard work.” 

It’s not our circumstances that trip us up; it’s our underlying beliefs that blur 
our vision that cause us to stumble, making it hard to progress. If we believe we are 
trapped, we will stay stuck, if we believe we can overcome a challenge, we will find a 
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way. Re-examining our beliefs helps us to see our work from a new, more constructive 
perspective.

We do not learn from experience. We learn from reflecting on experience. 
John Dewey

Time to reflect:
Observe the different pieces of your business and your life: 
What is getting in the way of creating the life and business you want? 
What might be missing? 
What needs rearranging? 
What else do you notice? 
What difference could that make to your business and to your life? 

Inevitably there will be ups and downs in every business. So, what’s needed 
when things get tough? 
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