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Moodboards  
 

Moodboards are a very important part of any photo shoot you take part in.  
 
Moodboards keep the focus and theme of the photo shoot fresh in yours and the 
team’s minds before and throughout the shoot. I make sure I send each team 
member all the moodboards I make before the shoot takes place.  
 
Depending on the theme for the shoot this will determine how many mood boards 
you will need to have. For instance if it is a creative look you have organised you will 
need to have a moodboard for the following: 
 

 Makeup 
 Hair 
 Clothing designs – if needed 
 Theme/inspiration for the shoot 
 Inspiration for the make up looks, this will help you with your make up work. 

This could be an image of screen shots from the film, book, and character 
whatever your inspiration is.  For instance see below a few of the 
moodboards I took along to my Rise of the Guardians creative make up 
shoot.  
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 As you can see I had quite a few moodboards for this shoot, but I wanted to make 
sure each team member knew exactly what I was looking for in the shots. I also 
needed to make sure I had the practice images included of the make up I did. This 
helped me massively when applying the make up to the model on the day.  
 
Final images from this look are attached below: 
 

                                      
 
You can make mood boards on a pc or laptop using Photoshop or on a piece of 
cardboard or in Microsoft Word. Pinterest is also a fantastic choice. When creating a 
moodboard with a piece of cardboard, you will need to collate images from 
magazines, which match your ideas and stick them to the cardboard.  
 
The Photoshop method is a little more complex but a very good way of creating 
moodboards I use this method for each of my photo shoots.  
 
If you are organising a beauty or fashion shoot then you will need less moodboards 
for this. See below the moodboard I made for a beauty shoot I organised: 
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One of the final images from this look is below: 
 

 
 
 
As you can see this shoot is a lot less complex therefore I managed to fit all three 
looks on one sheet. For this shoot, the looks we had in mind had already been done 
before therefore we just needed some visuals to keep these looks fresh in our mind. 
When the make up has been done before you do not want to copy it but more have 
a visual to work on and twist the look to suit your own vision.  
 
Whereas for my creative shoot the make up for this had never been created before 
so I needed a lot more visuals to make the look happen.  
 
Assess each shoot you do and from that you will determine what moodboards you 
are going to need. If it is a shoot in which you have been asked to attend, yet it is not 
you that is organising it, then always ask the person who has contacted you for a 
moodboard, as this will help you decide if the shoot will benefit you and your 
portfolio.  Check the model, theme and team members. You need to know every 
detail before deciding it you want to be involved.  
 
 

More details on this topic in my organising photo shoots and portfolio building, 
online lesson. 

 
 

Thank you, any questions you have relating to this topic please do contact me via my 
website or social media channels and I will be happy to help you.  

 
 
Sarah Baldwin 
Professional Makeup Artist 


