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For Parents, Guardians, Caretakers, & Guardians ad Litem 
 

Advocating for a child’s education is important, especially now. Regardless of the platform 
your child utilizes to receive their education, the standard for educational advocacy has not 
changed. 

 Develop a relationship with your child’s teacher and any service providers 
associated with your child’s school. 

 Support your child’s caregiver in ensuring that your child is learning. 
 Celebrate your child’s successes! 

 
QUESTIONS TO ASK: 

1. Is your child enrolled in school or another learning program? (Under age 3, is child 
enrolled in day care or preschool?) 

2. Does your child need school supplies? If so, what is the plan for obtaining adequate 
school supplies? 

3. What is your child's attendance record--number of absences (excused or 
unexcused), suspensions, tardies? 

4. How many schools has your child been enrolled in this past year? If more than one, 
what is being done to provide educational stability for the child? 

5. Is your child in the correct grade for their age? If not, why not? 
6. Is your child making expected and continuous progress? 
7. Is your child performing on the appropriate reading and math grade levels? 
8. Is your child performing at expected grade levels on their standardized tests? What 

remediation is planned if they performed poorly or below grade evel expectations? 
9. If your child is having challenges in school, has anyone requested referral to a child 

study team or for a psychoeducational evaluation? 
10. Who is the education decision maker (i.e., the parent, the foster parent or some 

other caretaker acting in the role of the parent, or an Educational Parental 
Surrogate assigned by the court)? 

11. What, if any, parent involvement has there been to support your child's educational 
progress (legal parent, foster parent, and surrogate parent)? 

12. Has anyone determined that your child needs a Surrogate Parent? If so, has one 
been assigned? 

13. If you are not the Surrogate Parent, have you contacted them regarding your 
concerns? 

14. If child is 16 or older, has planning for college or vocational school been addressed? 
15. Has your child been subject to any disciplinary actions? 1f so, how have they been 

addressed? Did your child have an advocate during any disciplinary proceedings? 
16. For your child with behavioral challenges, has the school conducted a Functional 

Behavioral Assessment (FAB) or drafted a Behavior Intervention Plan (BIP)? 
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17. Does the school have the name and number for your child's current case worker 
and any paperwork necessary to keep your child safe at school? 

18. Do the documents and records for this child accurately reflect their situation, 
aptitude, performance, strengths, and weaknesses? 

 
FOR OUR ESE AND 504 STUDENTS: 

19. Does your child have any learning or other disabilities that are interfering with their 
learning? 

20. Does your child with disabilities have an IEP? 
21. Who signed the last IEP? 
22. Are the supports and related services identified in the IEP appropriate for your child 

and are they being provided? 
23. Does your child need other related services to achieve educational success 

including, but not limited to, transportation, speech/language, mental health, 
occupational therapy (OT), physical therapy (PT)? 

24. Is your child in the least restrictive environment appropriate for meeting their needs? 
25. If your child has a disability and is 14 or older, does your child have a transition 

plan? 
26. Has your child with an IEP been removed from their educational setting for more 

than 10 days, cumulatively, during the school year? 
 

BRICK-AND-MORTAR SCHOOL 

If your student is attending school IN PERSON:  

 If masks are required, anticipate that the teachers may be unprepared to manage the 
classroom based on children’s facial expressions. There may also be elevated levels 
of stress for both teachers and students as wearing masks is a notable change in the 
classroom. Schools may have more rigid expectations regarding wearing masks, like 
a dress code.  

 There may be an increase of discipline problems. Learning disabilities and behavior 
disorders may be magnified in the classroom. Children may need time to decompress 
from the new stresses they experience after school.  

 Special area classes (Art, Music, P.E., Spanish) and playground time may be 
scheduled differently. 

Middle and high school students may be moving to block scheduling so that there is less 
time spent in the hallways. Class time may be increased to 90 minutes, which may make it 
difficult for some students to sit and focus for that long. This age group likes school because 
of social interaction, which may now be taken away from them. 
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QUESTIONS TO ASK: 

1. Does the child have an adequate supply of masks? Can the child have a spare 
mask in their backpack? 

2. Does the mask fit well and is it comfortable? 
3. Can the child take it on and off themselves? If not, can the caregiver practice with 

the child at home? 
4. Does the child understand the importance of wearing a mask (nose covered) while 

at school? If no, what incentive and support can be provided to ensure the child 
wears their mask correctly?  

5. Has the child been exposed to people wearing masks? Does this create anxiety? If 
so, what support do you need to familiarize the child with people wearing masks?  

6. What is the school’s focus regarding handwashing? Does your child need to 
practice handwashing and does the child understand the importance of 
handwashing? Does the child or classroom have an adequate supply of hand 
sanitizer? Does the child need to provide a refillable container of hand sanitizer for 
individual use? 

 

FOR OUR ESE AND 504 STUDENTS 

7. Does the child have sensory concerns related to wearing a mask? If so, what 
accommodations have you provided, and what accommodations do you need?  

8. Does the child have physical concerns related to wearing a mask (restricted 
breathing, etc.)? If so, what accommodations have you provided and what 
accommodations do you need? 

9. Does the child need to see their teacher's facial expressions or mouth to support 
non-verbal communication? If so, have you requested a clear face mask for your 
child’s teacher? 

10. Does the child need a clear face mask to support non-verbal communication? If so, 
do you need a clear face mask for the child?  For children with hearing loss or 
speech delays, does their teacher use a clear mask to help with speech 
development or verbal communication? 

11. For children who work with a speech and language pathologist, ask what this 
session is going to look like. Therapists need to look at the student’s mouth to 
provide therapy. Therapy is sometimes performed with a small group of students for 
a longer period. Will it therapy sessions now be one-on-one for a shorter period? 

12. Does the child need direct support to properly wash their hands? If so, have you 
practiced hand washing at home? Have you requested accommodations for hand 
washing at school?  
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13. Does the child use a "personal space bubble" and are they able to remain 6 feet 
away from others when possible? If not, what resources do you need to practice this 
skill at home? 

14. If the child needs personal care (feeding tube, changing, etc.) does the caregiver 
acknowledge that school staff will not always be physically distanced from the 
student? How is the school going to minimize the number of people who are going 
to have close interaction with the student? Are they going to limit close contact to 
one person? 

 

LOCALLY ASSIGNED VIRTUAL SCHOOL 

If your child is attending their locally assigned school in a VIRTUAL format: 

 Virtual school will be through the students’ assigned schools.  
 Some teachers may use synchronous learning, asynchronous learning, or a blend 

of the two. 

 

QUESTIONS TO ASK: 

1. How will your child’s teacher conduct classes? 

2. Does your child have a designated place in the home to attend their virtual school 
classes? 

3. How will the caregiver manage the home during the time the child needs to be in 
class or working on school work? 

4. Does the child have access to a laptop or tablet? If not, how will you gain access for 
the child to a computer, laptop, or tablet with audio and video capacity? 

5. Does the child have reliable access to the internet? If not, how will you gain reliable 
access? 

6. Does the child have access to a printer to print worksheets, or is the school 
providing worksheets? How is the school providing worksheets/assignments to the 
child? 

7. How would your child return their completed worksheets to the teacher? Do they 
have the technology to scan and email completed worksheets? 

8. Do you need additional school supplies (pencils, paper, etc.) for your child to be 
successful? 

 

FOR OUR ESE AND 504 STUDENTS 
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9. Do you have a copy of the child’s provided accommodations and modifications and 
understand how these supports can be applied in the home? (Extended time for at-
home testing, etc. Note: not all accommodations apply in all classes.) 

10. Will the student have access to related services including physical and occupational 
therapy?  

11. Do you have the contact information for your child’s IEP case manager (such as the 
ESE Chairperson) at the school?  

12. Do you need physical materials from the school to support your child’s learning? 
Examples include: Rifton activity chair, adaptive calculator, manipulatives (counting 
cubes, etc.) 

13. Do you need behavior-support materials and systems to support your child learning 
in a virtual format? If so, what support do you need? 

14. What opportunities will the child have to interact with peers who are developing 
typically? At school, this often occurs on the playground and other non-structured 
times that will not be included in a virtual format. Does the virtual school day include 
an opportunity to socialize with peers who are developing typically? If not, what 
opportunity will your family provide in a virtual or face-to-face format?  

 


