
A  G R E A T  S T A R T

Did you know? A great finish begins with

the cast-on!

 

By being thoughtful about the way you

start your sweater, you will have better

results when it comes to finishing - and

wearing - your hand knit sweater.

W I T H  M A R I E  G R E E N E

F O R  B E S T  R E S U L T S . . .

Tips for Casting On
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1. Unless you are a pro at making

modifications, I recommend using the

cast-on the designer recommends in the

pattern. The cast-on method may have

been chosen with intention in order to

support other aspects of the sweater, so

be careful before you swap it out for

something else. 

2. Unless the pattern suggests otherwise,

always cast on with nice, firm tension. A

loose cast-on will give you loose-y goose-y

results later. Knitters often tell me that

their neckline is too loose and won't stay

on, but don't realize that their cast-on

method might be the culprit. (The other
culprit might be the finishing
techniques, which we cover in my Pick-
Up Artist workshop.)
3. If you're not sure about your cast-on

edge, try casting-on again. We get a lot

more practice knitting and purling than

we do casting on (or binding off), so don't

be afraid to cast-on more than once if you

realize your first try looks a little wonky.

4. Pull the working yarn nice and snug

between stitches as you're casting on in

order to create a tidier neckline.

 

Best Sweater Ever
 

You might think the job of your cast-on is

to get the stitches on the needle - and that

IS part of it. But that's not its only job.

 

The cast-on creates the foundation for your

sweater and creates the canvas for your

future neckline. We don't often think about

the fact that the neckline (i.e. the cast-on

edge if you're knitting top-down) will bear

much of the weight of the sweater as we

wear it, so we want it to be sturdy and

ready to do the job we're asking it to do. 
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