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GROWING MY NETWORKS 
 

What Is a Network Map?  

A network map is an easy way to help you and your 

community visualize your different spheres of influence and 

help you: 

 

• recognize students, faculty, or staff who you haven’t 

invited to join your ministry yet 

• find more volunteers to serve with you 

• connect with supporters who may be interested in 

donating financially to the ministry, providing food, 

or other areas of support 

• recruit a team of prayer intercessors 

• identify influencers among university faculty or staff 

 

Why Network Map? 

It’s Encouraging. Network mapping allows you to see the scale of influence God has given you. You’re connected 

to a lot more people than you think. Imagine what could happen if you and a few others committed to being 

holistic, intentional gospel witnesses for Christ in all your various networks! 

It’s Enlightening. Network maps help you see patterns and trends. Is there a certain sphere of influence, where 

most people are already Christians? Figure out how you can invite them to join your work on campus. Are there 

several people who are interested in exploring faith? Invite them to study God’s Word with you.  

It Helps Guide Your Prayers. Many of us want to have more of a heart for non-Christians. With a network map, 

you can put names and faces to your prayers. God just might give you opportunities to reach them. 

 

How to Network Map 

1. Identify Your Spheres of Influence. Draw a circle at the center. Label it “Me.” Draw 2–3 lines branching out 

from it. These will connect to your spheres of influence (places where you spend time throughout the week, 

like church, work, school, family, and hobbies). At the end of each of the lines, add a circle and label it with 

one sphere of influence. 

2. Identify People in Your Spheres of Influence. Focus on one sphere. Write the names of people you’ve gotten 

to know in this area of your life around the circle. 
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3. Identify Others’ Spheres of Influence. Now focus on the names you wrote. Even if they can’t directly support 

your ministry, they each have their own set of networks. Whether you’re looking for more students to invite 

to your ministry or more volunteers, these people can be your advocates, introducing you to others you’d 

never know on your own. Write out these potential spheres.  

4. Repeat. Start adding names around another sphere of influence. Think through their potential networks. Keep 

going till the map’s all filled out. 

5. Double-check. Run this network map by a close friend or family member. Ask if it looks like you’ve missed 

someone. Don’t forget both virtual and in-person spheres of influence. 

 

Next Steps 
After completing your network map, prayerfully reflect on these questions:  

• Lord, what do you want me to see? 
• Why have you placed these people in my life? 

• Is there a group or place you want to send me to? 
• What do you want to see happen among these people? 
• What message do I need to share? 
• How do I need to prepare, learn, grow, and/or repent? 

• Who could help advocate for the ministry in their own networks? 
 

Take time to invite your whole chapter or core team of volunteers to network map. After mapping individually, 

come together to ask: 

• Of the people we know, who is Christian and could partner with us? 
• Who’s open to Jesus? How can we help them take a next step? 

• Who have we invited to something? Who haven’t we invited? 
• Looking at the bigger picture of these combined networks, where’s the most potential?  
• Who can help us connect to more networks? 

 

 

 

Learn More 

 
Related Playbook Courses: 

• Sharing the Gospel  

• Ministering Across Cultures 

• Inviting Well 

 

Related Resources: 

• Network Mapping with Students Video  

• Network Mapping Worksheet 

• Network Mapping for Online or Hybrid 

Setting Tips

 

Visit the Ministry Playbook to learn more about leading, planting, and building Kingdom movements on college 

campuses: https://www.theministryplaybook.com/ 
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