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PROTECTING YOUR 
DOMAIN
There is more to protection than the formality of a legal entity. Many areas affect the 

security of your business, including the images you use to the third-parties you work with. 

Each time you connect a part of your business with someone else’s work, know that your 

business could be at risk if proper security considerations aren’t reviewed.

CREATIVE COMMONS 
LICENSE
Many business owners today use a simple Google search for their images. Because images 

are easily downloaded without barriers, or if a simple selection in the search bar is made, 

many people think that the photo is free to use. Or worse, they think that other people are 

using the image so they’re safe.

Images should be marked by the owner as free for use or you need to purchase rights to 

use the images. The first falls under a license called Creative Commons, the second under 

‘Royalty Free.’ Ideally, both sets of images should have credit back to the original user, if 

possible. Such a disclaimer would look like this: 

  Paid images: © Steho / Depositphotos.com 

  Free imagery: CC0 Creative Commons License by pvrenken. Retrieved from  

  https://pixabay.com/en/football-play-game-sports-coaching-987921/ 

A Creative Commons license is a public copyright license that allows free use of an 

otherwise copyrighted work. Several subtypes of license exist, set by the original creator of 

the work. The various forms of license can be confusing so it’s best to use those within the 

CC0, No Rights Reserved, domain and purchase the rest. 

Good stock photo sites make their money by vetting images for licenses that allow use 

by purchasers. The same is true for fonts and social media designs. A favorite of GFT is 

Creative Market.

http://tracking.depositphotos.com/aff_c?offer_id=4&aff_id=17811
https://pixabay.com/en/football-play-game-sports-coaching-987921/
https://creativecommons.org/share-your-work/public-domain/cc0
https://creativemarket.com/photos/sports?u=jpiette23
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           Photos

           Fonts

https://creativemarket.com/photos/sports?u=jpiette23
https://creativemarket.com/fonts?u=jpiette23
https://creativemarket.com/photos/sports?u=jpiette23
https://creativemarket.com/fonts?u=jpiette23
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           Social Media posts

ROYALTY FREE IMAGES
Falling under the Creative Commons license of No Rights Reserved are ‘royalty free 

images.’ These images are marked as useable for distribution by license granted with 

purchase or by belonging to the Public Domain with the CC0 license. Many great, free sites 

exist for unrestricted use, but sometimes there are works uploaded that are not under the 

license. That is why best practice is to check the license and to put the credit and URL with 

each photo used on your website (or blog).

           Pixabay

           Pexels

           PicJumbo

           Unsplash

           FreeStocks

           StockSnap.io

           Picography

https://creativemarket.com/templates/social-media?u=jpiette23
https://creativemarket.com/photos/sports?u=jpiette23
https://pixabay.com/
https://www.pexels.com/
https://picjumbo.com/
https://unsplash.com/
https://freestocks.org/
https://stocksnap.io/
https://picography.co/
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FACEBOOK
If you plan on running Facebook (or any type of social media or search engine) ads to your 

site, these third parties collect cookies from your website. Cookies are text files that help 

make your use of a website a better experience. However, they can also be used to track 

where you’ve visited on the internet, allowing other companies to use beacons for those 

cookies to target you with interest-specific ads. A privacy policy, data collection policy and 

others may be necessary on your site, with specification of the third-party groups you’re 

using:

GDPR
The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) is a regulation on data protection and 

privacy for all individuals in the European Union (EU). While still new (this law went into 

effect in May of 2018), the rule is to help protect privacy of EU residents, including the 

websites they visit outside the EU (including the US). California has been evaluating the 

idea of passing a similar law so legal policies and disclaimers, as well as regulatory services 

that prevent EU members from accessing your content without explicit waivers or consent, 

should be in place on the the website.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Web_beacon
https://www.eugdpr.org/
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PRIVACY
In addition to the information that third-parties collect is the information you collect from 

visitors on your site. If you collect email addresses or use tools such as heat maps, then 

you’re collecting data on users as well. Having a well-worded privacy policy is essential to 

protecting you and your clients.

PUTTING IT ALL 
TOGETHER
When you take the time to put boundaries in place, you’re free to create without worry! 

Telling your story with pictures and imagery, the proper color scheme and good layout, and 

with proper protection creates better connections with your audience. A great example of 

this is ESBA coach Philip Gough’s website. Philip lived in the Seattle area for many years, 

with Mt. Rainier outside his window. His business is called Ascent Leader Development 

and he works with athletes primarily. Notice a theme for his imagery and colors?

https://go.sumo.com/8883-14.html
https://www.ascentleaderdevelopment.com/
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A great example of how many colors and images can work together can be found on the 

awwwards website: the website that hosts awards of design, creativity and innovation on 

the internet.

https://www.awwwards.com/30-colorful-websites.html
https://creativemarket.com/fonts?u=jpiette23
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https://creativemarket.com/fonts?u=jpiette23
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GATHER YOUR OWN 
IDEAS
Take some time to look at images on the free photo sites listed above. Make a list of 10 

images you like. Why do they capture your attention? Do they have a theme among them? 

Similarities in color or layout? Or are they all different and the variety appeals to you?

Image 1

           URL

What captures your attention?

What does the image say to you?
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What is the overall color of this image?
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 2

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 3

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 4

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 5

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 6

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 7

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 8

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 9

           URL
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What does the image say to you?

What is the overall color of this image?

What captures your attention?

Image 10

           URL
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