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Overview - Accompaniment Skills

Accompaniment 1
● Provide a foundation
● 3 shapes
● Finding I-IV-V
● 12 chords every key (“Inheriting”)

Accompaniment Variations
● Add rhythmic interest

Fake Books
● Incorporate all chords taught in Accompaniment 1
● Use to process all skills learned to this point and beyond

Accompaniment 2
● More advanced rhythm tracks
● Transpose beyond I-IV-V
● Embellishing

Create Solo Arrangements
● From lead sheets
● Not part of Simply Music curriculum
● Incorporates Reading, Accompaniment, understanding of how chords are built
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Laying Groundwork with Students

1. Clarify the Role of Accompaniment

2. Teach Terminology

○ Lead Sheet

○ Measures

○ Time signature top number (“cycles of ___”) - Ratio

3. Chord Shapes

○ Conceptual only at this point - write in all shapes p. 4

○ CP straight chords: _________________________,
_________________________, _________________________,

○ MAJOR chords - need to know terminology

4. Appropriate Range
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Teaching Tips

1. Say Chord Shapes Aloud

○ When beginning a piece in the book

2. Teaching Chord Shapes

○ Begin with Straights (C-F-G)

○ Add Triangles (D-E-A)

○ Add Curve (B)

○ Consider supplementing with other pieces
Continue in same manner with black note chords & Danny Boy

3. Reinforce Major Chord Shapes

○ Outside the context of the Acc 1 songs

○ Random checks

○ Chord Drill

4. Finding I - IV - V

○ Discuss why this is relevant

○ Take your time teaching this concept!

○ Start with Acc 1 pieces

○ *Come back to this project* from time to time as a review
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5. Teaching New Chords

○ Discuss different sounds/moods of different chords

○ Clarify the chord chart triangle “generic” symbol

○ Discuss the term “inheriting” vs. new learning

○ Process Acc 1 pieces with new chords

6. Introduce Fake Books

○ Practice all of the content from Acc 1 in new pieces

○ Incorporate all subsequent Accompaniment skills

○ Some of my favorite Fake Books:

Disney Fake Book 4th Ed.
Ultimate Pop/Rock Fake Book
The Real Pop Book
The Real Rock Book
Ultimate Broadway Fake Book 5th Ed.
The Beatles Fake Book

https://www.amazon.com/The-Disney-Fake-Book-ebook/dp/B01N7SN2TY/ref=sr_1_1?crid=30WCKDTKW0YCH&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.U-2JzxDcbSZrg_kv8kMpe3WIuQ5IbNNRBRXfVJlbtcprZxMy0jjBVCtRtQGuWJQY_NAyQ3ZCJM4rS6aR3DfXxLKU-oOUB--d-gv_NrsWp9c7vFiznyLJhA9evbX4cx7MYmyscX6yx6hzyCLajEv6VYhp4N-jtz-DCkmxJv7XJglkc9KrM4y8Xsof8H-RlJjg0lvquo5nUnkV1yhRZcPGoVoiW2wZH3puM-QEluw40DY.xJQfLBhFQ9wSFMbGdmVfG6PA7_1637tl58ByTyW31mU&dib_tag=se&keywords=disney+fakebook+piano&qid=1721067215&sprefix=disney+fake%2Caps%2C143&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Pop-Rock-Fake-Book-ebook/dp/B00G9588V8/ref=sr_1_4?crid=2RZWRFT3J5TC9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.yxGMbs2VlczxPXpysoGo2AQD7nJWvLwlDR9fpXg1NajWMC9Qvksa-yuWo7mxoCIMlIqf8rMYs7Vi8f_j02VjxSQqqjNyvqyXhB4GJTjvIEKZu_E3XOnqbG7G9fY2onKFCFuiw6GozhXmMshUuHcIb63ebP0siTyIPz0Tij2U4raSNoHpsx2fiXOLEIsiEZqtF6_jFpZQ0R6VvunPHl4IqKeJUuxyakHAJCvaF5e9so4.tEw1tbncXAd2Pc23uEE4eHTPH-XWFzFa9N8wLyS7wYE&dib_tag=se&keywords=Pop+rock+fake+book&qid=1721067277&sprefix=pop+rock+fake+book%2Caps%2C170&sr=8-4
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Pop-Book-Instruments/dp/148033815X/ref=sr_1_1?crid=8Z1T6CW075I5&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.gPV6xPjboQf1UrrbmArl4QxNiToLmlm9ZoGANncqtkgW7YpMVpHdS5peCGFVus-lWyfY1sUhroNuD8QK7tCm5cnXlYciAUH3YXmmyqhLwzE8SVqk46LClFZPnSy38s6X5cKZw6FwBnxlzjkzut-2CnBDEk8yhhXbtpJe4YisdV42goOtrkZ4pGlsN0U-IuedWuYGAc7ttR5qG8UeW_6FIIsrWYw87X5oEpc_vk4gFsipddpqthzYtMbRhR_-TizBuBFRgzGyN9zKTzqh-1Cj12mcvsoUXa4gqn5V-3aiwtI.ClOr-zLjYGZOaNmGvdEqB-zD10Dku49IdroaRIMlmH8&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+Real+pop+book&qid=1721067343&sprefix=the+real+pop+book+%2Caps%2C199&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Real-Rock-Book-Instruments/dp/1423453883/ref=sr_1_1?crid=1WM2KEJS900J9&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.6Jq5RFsgEVtH2tCyzxP8u2giEPJa2Ug0gD8nPFu0QurKmMQ_ALcsxX93QMKS0PDjOh8BF6mOQC3baLIgScOAJvqlcqq530QaOO30rLall-OxknVVVhQpyixLkwj1Ario2CDioShgtqWjJTa4qKfThITUDwb3Y2iP1FMClSU7oBxSFAUptrdQ8wMRwujpkKmu1TwN2WJmSNpa_4xAsbnmW6b6lHGQyrj3SA7HZ-ROc9U.wgyU4l7q8nhwAyE1AdhRLFVh2xlG5dIo_m7atR5rlb4&dib_tag=se&keywords=the+Real+rock+book&qid=1721067382&sprefix=the+real+rock+book%2Caps%2C204&sr=8-1
https://www.amazon.com/Ultimate-Broadway-Fake-Book/dp/B007CV4AQU/ref=sr_1_9?crid=PFXCTI2W9ELE&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.qVFJIUV8TRKQTteQjXbw7soVX8r2y2CzEP1wER_nuRSPVx9qBAeNlxbmqKthcuv4UQ6wFRztBWxdN5fHpfuDhGFo4EPTAGThXBseBifuvcTm17SdVICeLAbcf5m19rKtbRpK6UYGeCpn71lvADUm7JvSrNzNAS4Iq44d7ReuCZsE5eZ_pB4Pg8NaJGSnYq0Uf6Kf1bte2Wbq1mTnrkpDsvBQhauDBJLaAXoMk0gqY_8.tdHcJLX2Y6i51xXlACVnLJUgQE7-8goAc7lv_NIBjHU&dib_tag=se&keywords=ultimate+broadway+fake+book&qid=1721067403&sprefix=ultimate+broadway+fake+book%2Caps%2C137&sr=8-9
https://www.amazon.com/Beatles-Fake-Book/dp/B000XY4DII/ref=sr_1_1?crid=3F8NLR95L1C52&dib=eyJ2IjoiMSJ9.AlLYWIkuXrzZc1_0uLGFeE-moqWLecMOKd5BAH0z2nHfHQByxOBNxZYer3VH1fRTJgTlQ8z4P1zbAy2YPVi2OxXmVdsF2bAQDkgdJrL_GomANqW8uHH02cW9lS4J3qK-ViIKmb1N-rRByDYLqZRO4ZPm1cLshu4CW1m83D2YLybGI0r1kQnsRELvBkBwYRH9B_5IowiLGwfTUM9SV_nLeDJjwsm3vtSr7oJvd3nM1oI.G6pzIQu2UPkFi6SPUJb5Q0RoSZOx86uJ-IzUvMS6rkU&dib_tag=se&keywords=beatles+fake+book&qid=1721067498&sprefix=beatle+fake+book%2Caps%2C214&sr=8-1
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Additional Resources

1. Neil’s I-IV-V chart

I root, IV & V inversions
Available in Teacher Library

2. Chord Structure Crash Course
Available in Ivory League Store HERE

○ Develop ability to figure out most chord symbols

○ Chord voicing and chord alterations

○ Increase understanding of jazz chords

3. Shape Songs
Available in Ivory League Store HERE

○ Songs and lyrics crafted to help master the 12 major chords

○ Includes Teacher Training and Student Home Materials

4. Acc Hacks
Available in Ivory League Store HERE

○ Includes the revolutionary ChordConverter app, making any outside piece
doable any time after learning the 12 Major chords

○ Includes Teacher Training and Student Home Materials

https://content.simplymusic.com/lib/SMTL_Chords-I-IV-V.pdf
https://ivoryleague.thinkific.com/courses/chord-structure-crash-course
https://ivoryleague.thinkific.com/courses/acc-pack-shape-songs
https://ivoryleague.thinkific.com/courses/acc-hacks
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5. Acc Knacks
Available in Ivory League Store HERE
Comprehensive support for:

○ Accompaniment 1

○ Accompaniment Variations

○ Cross-pollinating chord knowledge across the entire Curriculum

○ Diving deeper into understanding chord structure and usage.

○ Includes Teacher Training and Student Home Materials

6. The Chord Drill
Available in Simply Music Store HERE (Supplemental Programs)
Systematic review of all chords in every key

○ Part 1 provides a systematic and fun way of thoroughly processing all 12
Accompaniment 1 chords in every key, including the less commonly used
chords which can often seem more difficult to remember

○ Part 2 of the program, ‘The Chord Drill – Challenges’, develops skills beyond
Accompaniment 1, taking the usage of chords to a whole new level

7. “Songs for….” Series
Available in Simply Music Store (Supplemental Programs)

These programs provide additional source material for Accompaniment 1, including
several levels of challenge you may incorporate as developmentally appropriate

○ Songs for Children

○ Songs for Everyone

○ Songs for Christmas

https://ivoryleague.thinkific.com/courses/acc-knacks-acc-pack-2
https://teachers.simplymusic.com/product/the-chord-drill-license/

