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Hi all,  

Welcome to the third information packed JTS newsletter.  

I was hoping to make the newsletter a monthly circulation, but alas other JTS com-

mitments are making that task too difficult. But I will endeavor to connect with you 

every two months.  

If you follow JTS  news on Facebook, you will know that we not only increased out 

regular users of the website to over 9000 but the enrolment count surpassed one 

million. More about that inside. 

But for now, please enjoy these stories of industry-related subjects for you to read 

over your morning coffee or cuppa!  
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TRAINING MATTERS 

This is just a small sample of work I have been busy assessing.  

To all our online apprentices working diligently through the training program, thanks 

for your patience. I am now up to date with assessments and the standard of work has 

been extraordinary. We have had several students complete the ten stages this month. 

So a special congratulations to those high achievers. 

Check out the JTS Apprentice program and take on the challenge yourself. 

https://www.jewellerytrainingsolutions.com.au/collections/apprentice-get-started 

Check out some of our talented student’s work 

Copyright Peter Keep May 2021 



As Australia’s oldest cultured pearling business, the story of Cygnet Bay Pearls is steeped in history.  It is no surprise that Cygnet 

Bay Pearl farm is Australia’s oldest continuously operating pearl farm.  It’s not only a great place to grow pearls, but also a beau-

tiful place to visit.  Situated 220kms north of Broome Western Australia, at the tip of the Dampier Peninsular, the sensible way 

to get there from Perth is to take the 2 hour 30 minute flight then drive the rest of the way.  Shae decided to drive. 

My oldest son Shae has just completed a degree in tourism & marketing. As part of his course he completed an internship with 

Cygnet Bay Pearls. He loved the place and the experience. They must have liked him too because as soon as he graduated, he was 

employed. Not easy nowadays. Shae wanted to take his car. So I decided to keep him company, so we drove the 2700 kilometers, 

taking a leisurely 5 days to get there. Quite an adventure. Precious Father Son time.   

Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm is the only working farm where you can stay, holiday and interact with the farm. Put it on your bucket 

list. Its a very special place at the beginning of the wild and free Kimberley coast line and the Buccaneer Archipelago.  The Kim-

berley marine environment has the world’s largest tropical tides and is both a beautiful and harsh environment.  Every wet sea-

son from December to April there is the threat of cyclones and all 

year round we are conscious of the local crocodiles  It was here at 

Cygnet bay that the story of the Australian South Sea Pearl began.  

Broome’s history begins in the 1880’s with the discovery of the natu-

ral oyster beds of the species Pinctada Maxima, along the northern 

Western Australian coast line.  This oyster is the world’s largest, and 

has a beautiful thick and lustrous shell which made it a valuable tex-

tile during this time.  Broome boomed on the back of this industry, 

boasting some 400 boats at its peak.  However, plastics did arrive in 

force post WWII and replaced mother of pearl (MOP) shell as a tex-

tile sending the industry into decline.  

PEARLING PIONEERS 

In 1946, founder Dean Brown bought himself a lugger and headed to the Kimberley to seek his fortune.  His timing was not great 

and he scratched out a living as best he could.  Often fortune favors the brave and an opportunity came along that would change 

the course of Dean Brown’s life and the generations to come.  

The year is 1960 and the first trial harvest of cultured pearls is in – Cygnet Bay Pearls has successfully cultured pearls, a truly all 

Australian South Sea pearl was born.  From bark huts and handmade tools, the story of Australia’s cultured pearling pioneers 

has begun.  Up until this moment it was only the Japanese that had 

the expertise on how to successfully culture pearls.  No farm in the 

world had ever been started without Japanese involvement.  That just 

changed thanks to the Browns and their dedication to a quest that was 

considered virtually impossible. 

Imagine the feeling of elation that must have swept through them as 

they saw those first few pearls from the Mother of Pearl oysters that 

had nurtured them. A moment of pure ecstasy, followed by the deep 

contemplation of “can we do it again”? It was the start of the long and 

difficult journey of Cygnet Bay becoming one of the world’s premier 

pearl farms. 

“I’ve worked with Cygnet Bay Pearls for many years. But now it’s personal.  

My Son Shae works for them as a tour guide. Their history is fascinating! 

The Horizontal waterfalls. A natural wonder of The Kimberley 
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Cygnet Bay Pearl Farm 
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Once Lyndon Brown had mastered the art, he shared the secret of pearl cultivation with his dedicated and talented work 

mates, three Bardi aboriginal men, Aubrey Tigan, Tom Wiggan and Gordon Dixon.  A pivotal point in time, of global signif-

icance, as the ‘magical’ process of growing these valuable gems was only known to select Japanese technicians, one white 

Australian and three Australian indigenous men.  Dean and Lyndon were soon joined by Dean’s youngest son Bruce and 

the three of them set about forging a business out of bark huts, pindan and the azure waters of Cygnet Bay.  And so the face 

of Australian pearling was changed forever. 

In the decades that followed, the Browns were instrumental in not just developing their own business, but also paving the 

way for a whole new modern Australian industry. In the 70’s they helped introduce the first modern diving equipment to 

the W.A. pearling fleet along with the first high-tech fiberglass pearling lugger.  The name Brown may not come to mind 

like Paspaley or Kailis when it comes to Australian pearling, but that is often the way with humble Australian pio-

neers.  The Browns dedicated themselves to a deeper understanding of pearling, the environment, creating a beautiful 

pearling village, which boasted a public school, weather station, grass tennis court and store, and the pursuit of the perfect 

pearl. 

After nearly half a century and the hard work and dedication of three generations of the Brown family to Cygnet Bay, the 

pearling industry had reached incredible heights. By the early 2000’s Cygnet Bay was producing one of the rarest and most 

valuable pearl harvests in the world, which was quickly snapped up by international wholesale markets. 2004 was no dif-

ferent, except among the extraordinary harvest there lay one exceptional piece. An enormous pearl; near golf ball size with 

all the desired hallmarks of a ‘perfect pearl’ – a pink hue and near perfect clean lustrous white skin, it may just be the larg-

est fine quality round pearl in the world. The Browns tireless pursuit is reflected in this one piece – the epic path to pearl-

ing perfection and its rarity and beauty reflect the blood, sweat, tears and joy of all that played a part in the Cygnet Bay 

story. Now the family proudly displays this priceless pearl to the public in their Chinatown showroom as a flagship piece 

and a reminder to all of just how far the Australian Pearling Industry has come. 

“Personally, I am so proud that my Son is educating tourists about this amazing Australian story” 

For more information and video snippets check out; https://www.cygnetbaypearls.com.au/our-pearls/ 

I know we still have travel restrictions, but, where would your ideal jewellery related holiday be?  

The Mother of all pearls. 22.24mm diameter My boy Shae Keep preparing stock for the gallery 
Checking the health & growth of oysters  



When I was at college I was told the story of the nervous gem cutter breaking up the largest 

diamond ever found. Then fainting. This is the Cullinan Diamond story 

THE SPUTNIK COVID DIAMOND 

Russian diamond mining giant will name a recently unearthed yellow gem-quality dia-

mond “Sputnik V” after the world’s first registered Covid-19 vaccine.The 100.53-carat 

rough diamond has dimensions 27 х 28 х 29 mm and a flattened octahedron shape. 

“Sputnik V” was the world’s first registered vaccine developed in Russia and based on 

the well-studied human adenoviral vector-based platform. The vaccine has 91.6% effi-

ciency without unusual side effects As of February, 21 countries have been granted 

use of the vaccine. The vaccine was named “Sputnik V” after the first Soviet space 

satellite, which gave a new impetus to the global space research. 

“Rough diamonds of this size and colour are true natural wonders. Therefore, we decid-

ed to name this outstanding crystal after the first Russian coronavirus vaccine, which is 

also a miracle created by our scientists. The vaccine itself and the fact that it was de-

veloped so fast are both exceptional. This gives us hope getting back to life as usual in 

the foreseeable future,” commented Sergey Ivanov, CEO of Alrosa.The alluvial dia-

mond deposits in northwest Yakutia, where Alrosa’s subsidiary Almazy Anabara oper-

ates, are traditionally the leaders in mining of natural coloured diamonds, including 

those with exceptionally rare hues. 
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The Cullinan Diamond was the largest gem-quality rough diamond ever found, weighing 

3,106.75 carats discovered at the Premier No.2 mine in Cullinan, South Africa, on 26 January 

1905. In April 1905, it was put on sale in London, but despite considerable interest, it was still 

unsold after two years. In 1907, the Transvaal Colony government bought the Cullinan and 

then presented it to Edward VII, King of the United Kingdom. The King wanted it to be cut & 

polished by Joseph Asscher & Co. in Amsterdam. Joseph agreed to cleave and polish the 

rough stone into brilliant gems of various cuts and sizes. Abraham Asscher collected it from 

the Colonial Office in London on 23 January 1908. He returned to the Netherlands by train and 

ferry with the diamond in his coat pocket. Meanwhile, to much fanfare, a Royal Navy ship car-

ried an empty box across the North Sea, again throwing off potential thieves. Even the captain 

had no idea that his "precious" cargo was a decoy.[ 

On 10 February 1908, the rough stone was split in half by Joseph Asscher at his diamond-

cutting factory. At the time, technology had not yet evolved to guarantee the quality of modern 

standards, and cutting the diamond was difficult and risky. After weeks of planning, an incision 

0.5 inches (1.3 cm) deep was made to enable Asscher to cleave the diamond in one blow. 

Making the incision alone took four days, and a steel knife broke on the first attempt, but a 

second knife was fitted into the groove and split it clean in two along one of four possi-

ble cleavage planes. In all, splitting and cutting the diamond took eight months, with three peo-

ple working 14 hours per day to complete the task. 

"The tale is told of Joseph Asscher, the greatest cleaver of the day," wrote Matthew Hart in his 

book Diamond: A Journey to the Heart of an Obsession (2002), "that when he prepared to 

cleave the largest diamond ever known, he had a doctor and nurse standing by and when he 

finally struck the diamond, he fainted dead away". Lord Ian Balfour, in his book Famous Dia-

monds (2009), dispels the fainting story, suggesting it was more likely Joseph would have 

celebrated, opening a bottle of champagne. When Joseph's nephew Louis heard the story, he 

exclaimed "No Asscher would ever faint over any operation on any diamond"  

Joseph  Asscher in full swing 

The Cullinan Diamond 

Personally I prefer the first account about what happened when the dia-

mond was first stuck. 

DIAMOND TALES NOW & THEN 
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Samantha Kelly now brings you a lesson on 

designing using an ipad 

Sam’s  long awaited second series of professional jewellery  drawing clas-

ses was launched exclusively with JTS last month and soon became the 

fastest selling videos on JTS.  

Sam’s courses are clear and detailed. There is literally nothing else like it.  

The latest series of videos compliments the first series perfectly and is 

helping hundreds of students realize their dream to become a competent 

jewellery illustrator and designer. 

And now Samantha will show you how to create jewellery designs on an 

ipad.  The Procreate—Opal and Diamond Pendant video shows you how to 

use all the drawing tools in the app so that you can copy this project and 

then experiment with other designs. 

Check out her courses; https://www.jewellerytrainingsolutions.com.au/

collections?category=samantha-kelly 
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Lesson plans all lined up for the coming months 

As mention in the intro, JTS has been a very busy place.  

Apart from the regular new lessons, Samantha’s drawing video series and all the 
online assessments, JTS celebrated another huge milestone by surpassing one 
million enrolments. That would be extra nice if it related to dollars. But alas, 
most enrolments are from the ‘Free Courses’ collection. So I’ll keep working 
for now. Which brings me to my  latest project. My workshop has gone through 
some  big renovations. I am sure you will notice in future videos.  

I also invested in a PulseGraver and new microscope & camera (Leica S9D) sup-
plied by Tira & Rob at engraver.com. This set up will help me to add more spe-
cialized stone setting lessons as well as provide better close up details where 
needed. 

Adding these new toys meant that I needed to reconfigure my workbench, better 
known as ‘organized mayhem’ .  So I didn't stop there. I also extended the work-
shop, added lots more bench space, painted and replaced the flooring.  I’m really happy with my new creative 

space, but it now takes me a while to 

find things! 



JTS STUDENT STORY  

WELCOME  CHAD MANLAPAZ 

Some of the traditional tools a typical Filipino craftsman uses: (upper left) rolling mill, 
(upper right) foot bellow powered torch, and (below) typical jeweler’s bench set-up 

How it all started.  

June 5, 2018 at 9:26 AM I messaged Peter through 

Facebook Messenger to inquire about JTS’s apprenticeship 

program. An hour later I got a reply, “Hi Chad. I suggest that 

you take on the first three projects in stage one. They are 

free. I can then assess and guide you. Is that a good plan for 

now?”. This is how our teacher-student, mentor-mentee and 

most importantly, our deep friendship started. 

Before my jewelry-making journey began, I worked 

as an executive for our family business as this is common 

practice in family enterprises here in the Philippines. Many people know that mixing family and business relationships is often 

times a rough setting, so at age 40, I felt that I needed a change. Working for the family business right after university, I felt 

that I didn’t have enough experience to be hired at a level that could provide for my family, so I thought it was best to set up 

my own business… but what business?!  

My wife, Abb, is into jewelry ever since she was young. Her fascination to fine jewelry stems from her grandparents 

who used to manufacture for big brand names in the 1970’s to 80’s. Her passion even brought her to study jewelry design in 

GIA, Thailand.  

In January 2018, I took a leap of faith. I retired from our family business, and together with Abb, decided to formal-

ize her jewelry business. The plan was to set up a run-of-the-mill jewelry business, she would be the designer, and I would be 

her trusted goldsmith. I enrolled in a local jewelry manufacturing training center. January 30, 2018 was day 1 of my 66 hours 

or 22 sessions of training. I was so fascinated with the process of how jewelry were made, however, the fascination was tem-

pered by disappointments. The program was not as structured as I expected it to be, especially that I had zero experience. We 

used outdated tools and equipment like a foot bellow torch and a guitar string for our piercing blade. This made me realize 

that it would take so much time, which I didn’t have, to become the goldsmith that our business needed. So after graduating, I 

promised myself that I would find a better and more effective way to make jewelry. 

It wasn’t easy as I didn’t know where to start especially that jewelry-making here in the Philippines is a secret skill 

that is not easily and generously shared be Filipino craftsmen. I looked for schools abroad that offered courses in fine jewelry-

making, and I watched Youtube videos. Sometime in May of 2018, I chanced upon a Youtube video from Jewellery Training 

Solution entitled Round Basket Setting. I was amazed how clearly it was instructed and how the setting easily done, so I went 

to the website and a few days after decided to enroll in the beginner level or advanced hobbyists. I thought to myself, I finally 

found what I was looking for. A few weeks later, I messaged Peter and asked if I could already progress to his apprenticeship 

program. He told me to try first the three free lessons so that he could assess my readiness. I submitted my first three projects 

and was finally given the go signal by Peter. So I enrolled in the apprenticeship program sometime in June. 

School for hobbyists. 

On September 27, 2018, I messaged Peter to ask for 

another advice. My wife and I felt that our fellow Filipinos 

should be given the opportunity the experience the craft, and 

hopefully encourage more to seriously take on the trade as 

full-fledged jewelers, thus the original plan of setting up an 

run-of-the-mill jewelry business had evolved into the idea of 

teaching our fellow Filipinos how to make jewelry with the 

use of modern-day tools and equipment. The idea was moti-

vated by my experience with the JTS program as I realized 

that jewelry-making is not that difficult if it’s supported with 

proper tools and by effective guidance. I also realized through 

the JTS Student Group in Facebook that for a jewelry-making 

culture to thrive in a society, a community or support group 

of jewelers should be established, thus I thought the school 

could be an excellent catalyst. 
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Peter was very supportive of the plan and emailed me resources that were vital in the success of the school. During this time I 

was still working on finishing stage 3 of the JTS program, so I felt that I didn’t have the proper skill to teach, but Peter encouraged me 

and gave me the confidence. Peter’s email to me: 

“You are doing the training and excelling. You are welcome to model your lessons on this if you wish. Keep it simple… I think it is so 

important to share your passion, you will light up many lives. You never know I might come to the Philippines one day and be a guest 

teacher.  Here to help if you need me.” 

In May 2019, one year after I signed up in JTS, my wife and I opened our first studio, Metals and Gems Jewelry Studio. We 

offered bespoke jewelry, repair and restoration, and most importantly, we taught students how to make jewelry. Our first class/

workshop was on July 5, entitled Domed Rings, inspired by the lessons in JTS. We continued to create more programs. We had classes 

almost every weekends. We received wonderful feedback from our students and got inquiries from other parts of the country asking us 

if we were also planning to hold workshops in their respective locations. The response to what we were doing and what we wanted to 

accomplish was more than what we truly expected.  

Our first workshop back in July 2019 

Peter Keep’s visit to the Philippines 

June 19, 2019, Peter emailed to say that he’s visiting the Philippines to do an intensive training with me to help qualify as an 

certified global jeweler and to facilitate workshops. The unexpected email was surreal. My wife and I were tremendously excited of the 

opportunity. I worked harder to complete the apprentice stages. In some stages, instead of making just 2 projects, as suggested in the 

program, I made them all. While completing all the apprenticeship stages, I was in constant communication with Peter preparing for 

his visit. His plane landed on March 1, 2020. Coming out of the airport, I saw Peter, an unassuming and simple man. Who would have 

thought that this person has affected so many lives positively because of his generosity and sincere desire to spread the skills of jewel-

ry-making. 

Peter taught me and honed my skills – casting, wax carving, forging, stone setting, designing, drawing and so many more – 

that were necessary for me to qualify as an internationally certified jeweler. The weekend after, we held a two-day workshop. Seeing 

Peter teach is so inspiring. The experience and passion were so evident in the fluidity of the workshop and his humor made it especial-

ly fun. Maybe that’s why the JTS lessons are very enjoyable to watch. 

Two days before Peter’s flight back to Australia, I was surprised to receive my certificate for completing the JTS’ apprenticeship. Two 

years of hard work and perseverance, I finally graduated. Those two years are the best, and I believe, will be the most memorable 

years in my entire jewelry-making career.  

Covid-19 and the future. 

March 15, 2020 the Philippine government declared a strict lock-down of Metro Manila because of Covid-19, consequently, my wife 

and I were forced to close our shop. Came May, the lockdown was eased, as a result, we were able to open our studio but our opera-

tions was limited to commission work, and repairs and restoration as social gatherings were prohibited. Certain protocols for busi-

nesses were also being enforced by the government that made the business difficult to sustain. In addition, our four children needed 

help with their education as full online classes were going to be implemented. On May 25, 2019, one year after we opened our studio, 

we decided to end our contract with our landlord and move forward. 

Some of Chad’s creations 
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JEWELLER’S JOKE TIME!   

 

One Saturday late afternoon an old man walks into a jewellery store with a young beautiful lady at his side. 

He tell the jeweller he was looking for a special ring for his new girlfriend. 

The jeweller goes through his stock. First he shows him a $5,000 ring. The old man shakes his head. So then a $10,000 ring. ‘No I 
want something really special’ The old man demands. So the the jewellery shows him a $40,000 ring.  

The young ladies eyes sparkle and she trembles with excitement. The old man says. ‘We’ll take it’  

The jeweller asks how the payment would be made and the man states ’By check. I know you need to make sure the check is good so 
I will write it now and you can call my bank Monday to verify the funds. Ill pick the ring up Monday afternoon’  

On Monday afternoon the jeweller  angrily phones the old man and says ‘Sir….There is no money in that account.’  

‘I know.’ says the old man ‘But let me tell you about my weekend!’ 

“I hope you enjoyed this newsletter. I had fun putting it together, but now my 
bench work awaits. Please stay tuned and check out the new lessons. 
If you have any questions or if you would like to contribute to our next edition, 
email me. 
Now check out the Three Stone Crossover Ring tutorial.  
 
Cheers Peter  

Moving forward didn’t mean that we stop what we were passionate about. Metals and Gems is not brick-and-mortar, it’s 

an intangible idea, an advocacy. We renovated our make-shift  home studio and continued to do commission work, repairs and 

restoration, and sold jewelry-making materials and tools. We continue to encourage people to make jewelry at home and mentor 

them through our social media accounts. We’re launching our website very soon where people can purchase tools and materials, 

and enroll in online workshops. In the future, when life returns to normal, we will continue what we’ve started. While Covid-19 

has affected many businesses and lives, including ours, it will pass but our mission to spread the skill will not fade away. As what 

Peter Keeps always say, “Keep the Skills Alive”. 

Jewellery Training Solutions and the man behind it. 

Many people are amazed of what I have accomplished – from a someone who had zero knowledge in jewelry manufacturing to 

someone who was able to build a jewelry business, who now holds a Certificate III in Jewellery Manufacturing and more im-

portantly, who educates future Filipino jewelers. All these are not possible without Jewellery Training Solution and the man be-

hind it, Peter Keep. As a someone who had no experience, I was very comfortable with program structure of JTS. It was not over-

whelming as the stages are well thought of as each stage gave me the confidence and skills to progress to next level. All the pro-

jects were enjoyable to do, and once completed, give you a sense of accomplishment. Somehow, it’s like a game that’s very addict-

ing but in a very positive and fulfilling way. I also appreciate that JTS uploads new lessons regularly and invites other instructors 

who are experts in their own fields. For me, JTS is “THE” library of jewelers. 

  

In addition to the program, 

the JTS group in Facebook is 

an awesome community. I 

learned a lot from my fellow 

jewelers such as what tools are 

good to use, techniques and 

tricks. Everyone is so gener-

ous. 

 As for Peter, his gen-

erosity has inspired me to do 

what I and Abb are now doing. 

He is always willing to help 

and his passion is so conta-

gious. I am very fortunate to 

have him as my teacher, men-

tor, and most especially, good 

friend. Intensive training under Peter to qualify my for the Certificate III in 

Jewellery Manufacturing and to complete my JTS apprenticeship. 

Workshop facilitated by Peter and the 

Meet-and-Greet. 
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JTS FEATURE TUTORIAL 

 Three Stone Crossover Ring 

By Peter Keep 

This training project will introduce apprentices to multi-

stone jewellery making and is placed at stage six of the JTS 

online training program.  

It may look like a difficult ring for beginners to take on, 

but you will learn some tricks of the trade that will make 

the task easier than it looks. 

Step 1: 
You will need three 4mm CZ’s, and a section of 4mm 

outside diameter Sterling silver tube that is at least 

12mm long (longer will make cutting easier) If you are 

using different size stones, the tube size must match. 

The metal we are using is Sterling silver square wire 

2mm x 2mm x 75mm. 

Step 2: 
You can order the tube readymade or make it yourself. The 

online course includes video instructions on how to make 

chenier tube. Square off the end of the tube and cut three 

3mm sections. Using a chenier block will help keep the cut 

square. Hard solder them together perfectly inline and if 

your tube has a seam, make sure that they are soldered at 

that point. 

Step 3: 
Cut 15mm from the square wire and draw it down to 1mm 

round. This will give you more than enough length to make 

the claws. File 1mm wide slots either side of the two joints 

and at the setting ends. You can use a slotting file 

(sometimes called a guitar slotting file), or you can just use a 

1mm ball bur. 
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Step 4: 
Bend two 15mm sections into ‘U’ shapes to fit the centre slots 

and one longer ‘U’ shape to fit onto the ends. Try to get all the 

components to friction fits into the slots so that you can solder 

them all together at the same time.  

Use a minimal amount of medium grade solder to limit over-

run and clean up.  

Step 5: 
To make the shank we will avoid using the roll mill this time 

and exercise some important forging techniques.  

File the ends of the 60mm long wire and bend it into a ring 

shape. Overlap the joint and line it up. The joint should have 

tension and have no gaps. Hard solder then pickle. 

Step 6: 
Flatten out the ring on an anvil or flat stake at the point where 

the joint is. This will create the knife-edge shoulders. Now put 

the ring on a mandrel and hammer the shank until it is about 

1.4mm thick. The finger size will expand, but once you cross it 

over later, you will have a finger size of around L/M.   

Step 7: 
With experience you will be able to forge a ring into shape 

quickly and minimize the amount of filing needed. At this 

stage, the dimensions should be approximately; Finger size 

U; Shoulder width 1.4mm & height 3mm: Shank width 

2.5mm & thickness 1.9mm. Now cut the joint and cross the 

shoulders to accommodate the setting. The ring shape will 

distort, so restore the ring shape as best you can with your 

half round pliers. 

Step 8: 
Now fit the setting into the shoulders and adjust the shoulder 

angle as needed. Once you have got it to your desired finger 

size cut off the shoulder ends if they bypass the setting. 

Set it up for soldering making certain that the setting is level 

with the ring. If you have good precision soldering skills, I 

recommend using medium. This will give you an option to use 

easy solder if a repair or alteration is necessary later. 
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Step 9: 
Once the ring has been pickled, shape and tap it up on your 

mandrel making sure you achieve your chosen finger size. 

Emery clean ready for polishing. Carefully run a file over the 

top of the claws to level and reduce the length to around 

1.2mm, then use a bristle brush mop to polish around the 

setting ready for stone fitting. 

Step 10: 
There are a few ways to set a ring like this. We will keep it 

simple. I am using a 3.9mm hart bur to countersink the in-

side edge of the settings. Once you have burred down, a 

slight rotation of the handpiece will apply a small seating cut 

to the inside of the claws. Do not over cut them. Test fit the 

stones. The three stone girdles should be in line and they 

should just about touch.   

Step 11: 
Once you are happy with the positioning of the stones, you 

can push the centre claws slightly inwards. If you have cut the 

seat correctly it will not take much to lock the stones in place. 

Before you tighten them, push the two end claws in. Apply a 

little more pressure all around until the stones are fixed firm 

and level. 

Step 12: 

Carefully file the outer edge of the claws avoiding any contact 

with the stones. To move and shape the claw tips onto the 

crown of the stones use a steel pusher with a ‘V’ groove cut 

into the end. This is a handy tool that you can easily make. 

Burnish around the edges of the claws until they are rounded 

with no gaps that could catch on clothing. 

Jewellery Training Solutions offers a comprehensive online training service including the popular Ten Stage Apprenticeship Course. 

The video tutorial for this lesson can be found in the Advanced Level;  https://jewellery-training-solutions.thinkific.com/courses/

three-stone-cross-over-ring 

Check out the other courses and options; www.jewellerytrainingsolutions.com.au 
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