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Hi all,  

I am so thrilled to be bringing this to you. My vision is to provide you with a bite size piece of industry-related 

content that adds value, sparks creativity and can be read over your morning coffee or cuppa!  

I plan to share with you what’s happening in the industry (both local and global), new tools and trade tricks, 

student news and wins, what’s to come for JTS, and also share some of my many many “valuable” stories.  

Along the way I hope you get to know me a little better and I’d love to connect more with you all too, so here it 

goes!  

JTS SO FAR... 

It’s been six years since I opened up my training projects and teaching style to the world. I seriously never imag-

ined that it would be such a success. Afterall to learn real trade jewellery making, you had to be an apprentice, 

taught by a master. Not anymore. 

I started teaching apprentices in Western Australia back in 2007. There were over 40 apprentices and each had a 

dedicated master jeweller. How quickly things can change.  

I left my teaching position last year. There were only 5 apprentices left. Not enough to support a teacher. It was 

sad, but thankfully JTS was firmly in place and was certainly keeping me busy with over 8000 users and around 

500 serious students working through the industry recognized training program. There is no doubt that the bench 

side of the trade will survive. Not because of JTS but because there are so many people with the passion and 

determination to make bespoke jewellery. After all the most precious and personal possession we own is jewellery. 

Thank you for helping to keep the skills alive. More about Training Matters on page 4. 

STORY TIME — THERE’S GOLD IN THEM THERE FLOORS ! 

When I studied to be a Jeweller in Birmingham back in the 70’s there was a heart lifting story going around THE 

Jewellery Quarter about an old jeweller who fell upon hard times due to the recession and had to close down his 

business and hand the keys to his historic workshop over to the receivers.  

With a tear in his eye he was about to close the door on the decades of trading he and his forefathers enjoyed, when by 

chance he dropped his keys. He knelt down to pick them up and noticed something in the cracks of the floorboards. A 

piece of gold that he gave up looking for some time ago was wedged in. So after picking away and getting nowhere, in 

desperation he lifted the floorboard up. This opened up a hidden treasure of other bits of gold and long lost stones. It 

must have felt like finding Egyptian tomb treasure. Well maybe that’s an exaggeration; In reality there was a thick 

layer of dust that had collected in the cavities over the many years the family had run the workshop. He delayed the 

handover, swept out all the cavities between the floor boards and ceiling from the lower floor and sent the bags of 

dust to be refined. The results from the assay office ensured that he saved his business and had money in the bank to 

keep going through the recession. 

Liked that?  — Well here’s another story that will bring a smile to your dial. 
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BECOME A JTS MEMBER & STAY 
CONNECTED WITH OUR GROWING 
CREATIVE COMMUNINTY 

• I hope you enjoy the JTS experi-
ence 

• We want to provide more than a 
library of video courses 

• We share the love of our craft 

• Please share your story with us 

Jewellery Training Solutions 
PO BOX 2064 

MARMION WA 6020 
AUSTRALIA 

 

jewelleryadvantage@gmail.com 

JTS December Newsletter 

New JTS logo 

Hockley Birmingham There's gold in them there floors 



“Don’t’ let anyone convince you that there’s no 
work for a jeweller. Seriously I’ve never known the 
industry to be so desperate for qualified jewellers” 

 

THIS IS JUST A FEW OF OUR STUDENT ASSESSMENT SUBMISSIONS 

PROJECT ASSESS-
MENTS ARE COMING 
THICK AND FAST 

Most JTS students just love 

to make jewellery for fun. 

There are however some 

very serious students who 

are diligently working 

through the JTS training 

program, to either up- skills, 

start a new career or im-

prove their chances of em-

ployment. 

Don’t let anyone convince 

you that there is no work for 

a jeweller. Seriously I have 

never know the industry to 

be so short of qualified jew-

ellers. 

Check out the JTS Appren-

tice program and take on the 

challenge yourself. 

https://

www.jewellerytrainingsoluti

ons.com.au/collections/

apprentice-get-started 
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A Jewellers carpet turns out to be worth thousands of pounds! 

A jewellery store owner who ripped out his old carpet was stunned to discover that it was worth more than £13,000 because it was 

covered in specks of gold dust. Richard Blampied, who runs Aurum Jewellers, in St Helier, Jersey, with his daughter, was shocked 

when he was told the value of the precious metals trodden into the carpet. 

 

The family had decided to replace the 15-year-old carpet, which lay under seven workstations where craftsmen made jewellery, but 

sent it to a bullion merchants to see its value before they threw it away. 

When they got it back, they found out it was worth £13,424.40 after it was burnt to reveal the metal and the price of the left over gold, 

platinum and silver was calculated. 

Mr Blampied, 71, who set up a competition to see the money they receive donated to charity, said: ‘We are so delighted at the amount 

raised from the carpet, it has far exceed the value any of us were anticipating. 

“For me, I regarded the big workshop clean out as ‘collecting my holiday 
funds’ I salvage all the lemel dust sweeps & emery and have it refined. If that 
year’s  business was bad I had to make do with Blackpool” 



NEW WEBSITE COMING SOON 

It has been a long journey, but we are getting there. 

The JTS website can barely cope with the huge amount of content on offer. Over 800 

fully packed courses, well over 1400 videos and 500 handouts & tutorials. 

Time for a break!  Not a chance.! 

I am delighted to announce to you that our new website is almost ready and should be 

tested & launched before Christmas.  

And for those of you that have been waiting for Samantha Kelly’s drawing classes, the 

timing couldn’t be more perfect. No pressure Sam! 

Over the past year I have surveyed our student group and asked for suggestions to 

help make JTS easier and better. Not all the suggestions were possible, but I think 

you will love the results. A new and streamlined way to navigate the video library and 

some other great links and features. 

Some of our JTS friends have been instrumental in moving things along, spending 

their own time and giving great advice. You know who you are, and I am extremely 

grateful. 

Stay tuned. 
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Jewellery Training Solutions was 

proud to be one of the sponsors for the 

recent JAA DESIGN SKETCH 

RENDER Drawing Competition,  

This design competition is a celebra-

tion of Australian and New Zealand 

jewellery design and sketching skills.  

The Competition honors the diverse 

talent of local artisans by showcasing 

their original and distinguished talents 

in hand and digital drawing.  

Promoting local creative talent helps to 

showcase young jewellers trying to 

establish themselves in the indus-

try. This year the JAA extended the 

competition to New Zealand entrants, 

and due to demand introduce a catego-

ry for artists not in the jewellery indus-

try.  

For this beautiful gouache rendered 

design, Lisa from Queensland wins 12 

months free JTS full membership 

Congratulations to Lisa Cherkas-Hinderfeld for 

her winning design. 



This is just a sample of the video lessons that will be added to your next 
month’s subscription. Contact us for upgrades or information on our plans 

DECEMBER PROJECTS ARE NOW READY TO VEW 

WITH THE CLOSING OF MANY JEWELLERY SCHOOLS & LACK OF 
SUPPORT THE FUTURE OF OUR INDUSTRY IS IN OUR HANDS 

Having worked in the public sector for 14 years and being involved in lobbying the government for training sup-

port, I can tell you that as an industry, we are on our own.  

The jewellery trade is like no other. I regard the skill of jewellery making as artistic engineering. What a combina-

tion. In Australia, jewellery shares the same training package as trades such as sheet metal workers, boiler makers 

boat servicing and locksmithing; I could go on. Don’t get me wrong I’m not demeaning any other trade, I am 

merely pointing out how awkwardly positioned our trade is when it comes to identity & presence. It has always 

felt to me a that we will always be in the ‘too hard’ basket.  

During my 6 year State Director service with the Jewellery Association of Australia I continually lobbied to have 

jewellery recognized as a “skills in need” trade, which would have given us access to funding that other trades 

enjoyed. While hairdressing apprentices receive a $5000 tool allowance, jewellery apprentices still don’t get any 

monetary support. I don’t expect to have certain protections that other engineering industries such as car manu-

facturing get. Afterall we are a very small, tucked away industry. But for me, it has been very upsetting to watch 

the trade shrink while demand for qualified jewellers grows. 

I guess the powers that be may agree with me when they struggle to find someone to repair their jewellery. 

Please note; These views are from an Australian perspective. Please contact us about your concerns. 
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TRAINING MATTERS 

WHATS NEW?   LOTS NEW! 

HERES JUST A SAMPLE OF THE NOVEMBERS JTS VIDEOS READY TO VIEW 

“We have to take control of our own destiny. Govern-
ments are not going to come to our aid” 



TALKING TOOLS FEATURE  

“This brand new tool will be 
added to the next full setting 
bundle order for free” 

ON A LIGHTER NOTE 

I’D BE LOST WITHOUT THIS TOOL 

These American made dividers are just what you need for precision marking.  

I bought my first pair of Starrett dividers 14 years ago and they are still as good as new. The type I use are the 

277 Series Toolmakers' Spring-Type with Round Legs and Solid Nut and measures 3"  (75mm).  Although they 

were designed for toolmakers and mechanics, they are perfect for jewellers, especially when it comes to mark-

ing out for stone setting. They offer finer adjustment and better balance than other dividers and are very 

sensitive to minute adjustments. Features include hardened fulcrum stud, strong and flexible bow string, and 

centrally located leg adjustment to assure smooth action.  

They are expensive, so try not to compare the price to other brands.  

You really do get what you pay for and Americans certainly know how to make high quality tools. Ask GRS. 

AN OLDER, WHITE HAIRED MAN WALKED INTO A JEWELLERY STORE ONE FRIDAY EVENING WITH A 
BEAUTIFUL YOUNG LADY AT HIS SIDE. 

He told the jeweller he was looking for a special ring for his girlfriend. 
 
The jeweller looked through his stock and brought out a $5,000 ring and showed it to him. 
 
The old man said, "I don't think you understand, I want something very special." 
 
At that statement, the jeweller went to his special stock and brought another ring over. "Here's a stunning ring at only $40,000", the jeweler said. 
 
The young lady's eyes sparkled and her whole body trembled with excitement. 
 
The old man seeing this said, "We'll take it." 
 
The jeweller asked how payment would be made and the old man stated, by cheque. "I know you need to make sure my cheque is good, so I'll write it 
now and you can call the bank Monday to verify the funds and I'll pick the ring up Monday afternoon," he said.  
 
Monday morning, a very teed-off jeweller phoned the old man. "There's no money in that account." 
 

"I know", said the old man, "but can you imagine the weekend I had?" 

“I hope you enjoyed this newsletter. I had fun putting it togeth-
er, but now my bench work awaits me. Please stay tuned and 
check out the new lessons. If you have any questions or if you 
would like to contribute to our next edition, email me. 
Now check out the Wax Carving tutorial. Cheers Peter  



JTS FEATURE TUTORIAL 






